Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Volume III Issue 5

The eBulletin

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS

PRESIDENT: Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro
USAF
408-779-7389
1st VP: Lt Col Neil Miles
USAF
408-929-1142
2nd VP: Lt. Col. Jay Craddock
USAF
650-968-0446
Secretary: COL Warren Enos
AUS
408-245-2217
Treasurer: CAPT Lloyd McBeth
USN
408-241-3514
Past President: CAPT Paul Barrish
USN
408-356-7531
DIRECTORS
CAPT Gil Borgardt
USN
650-342-1270
CWO4 Pat Clark
USA
408-267-0135
CDR V.A. Eagye
USN
408-733-3177
CDR Ralph Hunt
USN
650-967-8467
Lt Col Neil Miles
USAF
408-929-1142
CDR Al Mouns
USN
408-257-5629
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Auxiliary Liaison
Mrs Patricia Pogue
Auxiliary
Chaplain
Chaplain Fred Tittle
USMC
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
CDR Ralph Hunt
USN
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
CDR Al Mouns
USN
Programs
Lt. Col. Jesse Craddock
USAF
ROTC
CWO4 Patrick Clark
USA
ROA Liason
COL Warren B. Enos
AUS
CAL-MOAA Liaison
CAPT Paul Barrish
USN
Membership/Recruitment
COL Warren B. Enos
AUS
Scholarship
CAPT Paul Barrish
USN
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
CDR V.A. Eagye
USN
Web Master
Lt Col Mike Sampognaro USAF
Veteran Affairs
Lt Col Neil Miles
USAF
Development Officer
CAPT Gil Borgardt
USN
Sargeant-at-Arms
CDR Ralph Hunt
USN
Chapter Outreach
CWO5 Robert Landgraf USMC

650-948-4303

May 2014

Luncheon Program

15 May 2014
Social Hour: 11:00 AM

609-802-3492
650-967-8467
408-257-5629
650-968-0446

Luncheon:

Col Steven Butow

408-267-0135
408-245-2217
408-356-7531

11:45 AM

Commander of th 129th Rescue Wing

408-245-2217
408-356-7531

Luncheon is $26.00

408-733-3177

See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

408-779-7389
408-929-1142
650-342-1270
650-967-8467
408-323-8838

Bulletin Editor
Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, USAF
The Chapter Board meets at 129th Support Group
Bldg 680, Moffett Federal Airfield
“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
P.O. BOX 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035
Please direct all correspondence to above address
RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
1 May
15 May
5 Jun
19 Jun

Board Meeting
Luncheon
Board Meeting
Luncheon

10:00 AM
11:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Board Meetings Are Open to All Members
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SVC WEB SITES

O

ur Chapter website is www.

siliconvalleymoaa.org, a shorter
link is www.svcmoaa.org. You
can also get to it from the national MOAA site: Put the cursor
over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley
Chapter. From there you may
link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links
for The Bulletin and eBulletin. B

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
The contest has not had a big response. In case you missed it. We are
challenging our membership to use their artistic talents to come up with a
new logo for our Chapter. We would like to use that logo on a Chapter
Coin. MOAA has paid for one side which is the MOAA logo and we get
to put our Logo on the other side.
Here is what the coin would look like with our current logo. If you
have a better idea, here is the deal. I will give the winner of the our new
logo a case of wine with the new logo on the label. Every other entry will
get a single bottle also with the new logo on the label.
The contest will end on May 31st so email those new designs to me
now -- mike@sampognaro.net
mike

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE
For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service
www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404
REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of
a retiree locally through the
Retire Activity Office (RAO).
The phone number is
650-603-8047
You can also notify a MOAA
member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St,
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning
the Membership Chair–see listing
on front page of The Bulletin. B

Our May speaker is scheduled to be Col Steven Butow,
the commander of the 129th Rescue Wing at Moffett.

Thought For The Month
If you could kick the person in
the pants responsible for most
of your trouble, you wouldn't sit
for a month.
Theodore Roosevelt

Please&send&in&your&reserva/ons&early
(see&the&last&page&of&this&bulle/n)
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The first long-range, over-water rescue mission was
completed Oct. 13, 1986 to rescue a crewman with
appendicitis from the ship MS Reunion. The 129th
ARRG coordinated with local U.S. Coast Guard
assets to successfully rescue the patient and transport
him to a hospital in Acapulco, Mexico. The rescue
mission, resulting in the group's 145th save, covered
a total of 4,200 miles, including 1,200 miles flown
over water. To date, it is still the furthest distance the
wing has traveled to execute a mission.

MAY SPEAKER
On May 18, 2013 aircrews and pararescuemen
from the 129th Rescue Wing deployed to
Afghanistan rescued an Afghan national policeman
who had suffered a gunshot wound, raising the unit’s
number of lives saved to 1,000. An impromptu
rescue, resulting in the wing's 250th save, was
conducted on April 4, 1996 when Combat Shadow
aircrews saved a Navy pilot who had ejected from his
F-18 Hornet fighter aircraft 30 miles off the coast of
Big Sur. On December 27, 1991 the first operational
night mission was flown to rescue a crewman with
major facial and bodily injuries onboard the MV
Martha Majesty more than 400 miles southwest of
San Francisco, resulting in save 207. The millennial
milestone includes more than 400 combat saves and
nearly 600 civilian saves; in addition, the wing
assisted in over 600 other lives saved.

While deployed in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, the 129th RQW executed the first combat
save for any Air National Guard or Reserve unit on
April 15, 2003. Pave Hawk aircrews picked up a
severely injured Special Forces soldier from an
isolated location and transported him across hostile
Iraqi territory to a field hospital during inclement
nighttime weather, resulting in the wing's 299th save.
During the 2003 deployment to Iraq, the wing
sustained zero aircraft or personnel losses, injuries or
mishaps and executed 15 saves, bringing the wing's
total to 310 lives saved.

The chapter’s May speaker will be Col. Steven J.
Butow, CAANG, Commanding Officer, California
Air National Guard 129th Rescue Wing, Moffett
Field, who will provide a description of the rescue
mission, the people involved, their training and
equipment, but more likely operational details of a
variety of at home and abroad missions and
outcomes. He will likely show an extensive film
which depicts the nature and scope of specific
rescues, images sure to offer a keen understanding of
the wing’s mission and challenges, personnel
sacrifices, and achievements. His focus will be on
the 1,000th save.

The motto of the 129th Rescue Wing, "That
Others May Live", refers to the primary mission of
the Wing - to save lives. The members of the 129th
have performed rescues under a variety of conditions
- from rough Pacific seas to the rugged Sierra
Nevada. Chapter members, through film, are likely
to see some very interesting and potentially exciting
rescues.
_________________________
SOURCE: 129th Rescue Wing

B

The wing's rescue presence dates back to 1975
when it was designated as the 129th Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Group (ARRG) operating HC
-130 Hercules cargo aircraft and HH-3E Jolly Green
Giant helicopters. The 129th ARRG conducted its
first rescue mission in 1977 during a Red Flag
combat exercise at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. One
of the group's Jolly Green Giant helicopters saved a
severely injured pilot that ejected from an A-7 attack
aircraft before it crashed into a nearby range. To
provide better rescue capability to the state and the
nation, the 129th ARRG moved to Naval Air Station
Moffett Field. The move was completed in 1984.
- 13

APRIL SPEAKER REPORT
On almost any given weekday thousands upon
thousands of commuters are out on Bay Area
freeways headed to work and so many with every
intention of changing the world. There have been
huge achievements and changes and there are likely
to be countless more in the future. After all, the
region called Silicon Valley is home to many of the
world's largest technology corporations, as well as
thousands of small startups. A history of the area is
useful because, “you won’t know where you’re going
unless you know where you’ve been.”
That last statement is attributed to the chapter’s
April luncheon speaker, Steve Blank, a man who
over time created eight companies including Zilog,
MIPS Computers, and Convergent Technologies. He
made a presentation, “Hidden in Plain Sight,” which
was a secret history of Silicon Valley. For many,
perhaps the strongest thread that runs through the
Valley's past and present is the drive to "play" with
novel technology, which, when bolstered by an
advanced engineering degree and channeled by astute
management, has done much to create the industrial
powerhouse we see in the Valley today.
His story centered on how two major events –
WWII and the Cold War – and one Stanford
professor set the stage for the creation and explosive
growth of entrepreneurship in Silicon Valley. In true
startup form, the world was forever changed when
the CIA and the National Security Agency acted as
venture capitalists for this first wave of
entrepreneurship. He lists some of the key players
and the series of events that contributed to this
dramatic and important piece of the emergence of
this world-renowned technology mecca.
The starting point was WWII, the first electronic
war, and “this history is something few people know
about, particularly the war movie-makers, and they
still don’t know much about it.” Allied bombers flew
into the heart of Germany in an effort to destroy the
industrial base and with extremely high casualties.
The reason was the Germans possessed a highly
effective electronic defense system which allowed
massive destruction of the bombers before they
reached the target.
-4-

Soon, however, an organization called the Harvard
Radio Research Laboratory, a code word for U.S.
electronic counter-measures, helped find and
understand the enemy defenses and soon those
defenses were neutralized with dramatic effect,
particularly with the bombing of Hamburg, which
was considered a spectacular success. It was
Professor and later Engineering Dean and Provost
Fred Terman of Stanford University who ran the lab;
he later became known as “The Father of Electronic
Warfare” and “The Father of Silicon Valley.”
The period right after the war could be called a
time of “Spook Entrepreneurship” when Terman
created a center for excellence to research
microwaves and electronics and hired the world’s
best people, and by 1950 Stanford was known as the
“MIT of the West.” The Korean War changed the
game and universities became full partners with the
military-industrial complex.
The Cold War was an electronic war with Stanford
joining the “Black World,” helping the military to
understand the Soviet order of battle in a time of
nuclear danger, pinpointing the location and technical
details of Soviet radar systems and determine what
was going on within that country. And courtesy of
Stanford and Silicon Valley a huge number of
innovations came out of the effort.
In 1964 William Perry, later to become Secretary
of Defense, started ESL, and there were many
unintended consequences to follow, one being the
work of William Shockley, co-inventor of the
transistor, who started Shockley Semiconductor and
later Fairchild which spawned the likes of Hewlett
Packard and National Semiconductor. As a result,
military R & D brought millions of dollars to the
valley; secrecy limited diffusion of direct technology
breakthroughs;
and
with
university-industry
collaboration the most lasting benefit.
Members who missed the presentation can view
an online version here: http://steveblank.com/secrethistory/.
__________________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker/Steve Blank

B

The ER or Urgent Care:
Making the Decision
02/26/2014
The ER or Urgent Care: Making the Decision
February 26, 2014
When we’re in pain or sick, we’re anxious and it can be
hard to think straight. We want relief as soon as possible.
When a child is hurt or ill, the anxiety can be even greater.
In those moments, it can be hard to determine if you need
to go to the emergency room or if an urgent care center
will do. It’s important to make that distinction because
making the wrong choice will cost both time and money.
Read more at: www.tricare.
mil/LiveWell/HLArticles/Archives/02_26_14_URGENTOR
EMERGENCY.
Sign up for TRICARE e-mail updates at www.tricare.
mil/subscriptions.
Connect with TRICARE on Facebook and Twitter at www.
facebook.com/tricare and www.twitter.com/tricare.

SCHOLARSHIPS 2014
CAPT Paul Barrish, USN (RET), Immediate PastPresident and Scholarship Committee Chair,
presented $500 scholarships to two (2) successful
candidates during the April 17, 2014 luncheon
meeting, the Biltmore Hotel, Santa Clara. The
recipients were students who have good potential for
active military service but might not be able to
continue in ROTC or college studies without support.
Cadet Joannaly C. Tapang is enrolled at San Jose
State University and participates with Air Force
ROTC Detachment 045. She is a candidate for a
Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing (BSN) and
has completed 110 semester units with a cumulative
grade point average of 3.22/4.00. She said, “I chose
this major because it’s in my nature to take care of
people, aside from my fascination with the human
body. I love staying on my feet and keeping busy,
and being at the bedside of a patient during the
potentially most difficult and physically and/or
mentally challenging time of life. My favorite

courses up to this point would have to be Human
Anatomy, and Medical-Surgical Nursing Theory. I
plan to take my nursing practice in the Air Force
practicing critical care, and perhaps acquiring my
doctorate degree to become a Practitioner. After the
Air Force, I want to take my nursing practice back to
California and acquire the certification to become
either a Forensic Nurse or a Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner. I am the first person in my family to take
up the military service and/or ROTC. My mother is
an Emergency Room Nurse at both Kaiser
Permanente and Good Samaritan hospital, and she
was and still is a big influence on me.”
Cadet Stephan Warnick is a member of the Santa
Clara University Army ROTC Bronco Battalion. He
is a Civil Engineering major and has completed 41
quarter units with a second quarter grade point
average above 3.0/4.0.
His current academic
program includes courses in math, physics, critical
thinking and writing, civil engineering/surveying, as
well as military science; he participates in the
collegiate water polo program. He says, “I really
enjoy math and building things. My favorite course
so far is Civil 7. It is the introduction to civil
engineering.
A couple friends of mine have members in their
family that are in the military. I did not have any
family in the military. They got me interested in
looking into the military. Many people in my
hometown wanted to go into the military and it was
something I was always interested in growing up.”
According to CAPT Barrish, Silicon Valley
Chapter members support the professional growth of
the next generation’s military officers by providing
young people of promise with scholarships granted
on behalf of our members who designate donations
for this purpose. The amount of the scholarship
depends on donations from members and auxiliaries.
Donations can be sent with luncheon reservations or
members may designate funds for “scholarship” on
the form even if a reservation is not requested.
contd...pg 6
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SVC MOAA SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS FOR 2014

Cadet Joannaly Tapang
San Jose State University, Air Force ROTC
Goal: Nursing degree, June 2015
Then Air Force Active Commissioned Service

Cadet Stephan Warnick
Santa Clara University, ARMY ROTC
Goal: BS degree in Civil Engineering
Advance to Commissioned Service
in the
Army Corp of Engineers

-6-

SPACE-A-NOTE

Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA)
DeCA is an acronym for the Defense
Commissary Agency.
Leadership
Director and Chief Executive Officer: Joseph H.
Jeu
Worldwide
From Ankara, Turkey, to Yuma, Ariz., DeCA
operates 247 commissaries on military
installations around the world.
History
Founded in 1991, DeCA is a 'purple' agency and
is responsible for all commissaries regardless of
military service.
Prior to 1991, each military service ran its own
commissaries.
Who Can Shop?
Authorized shoppers include active duty,
retirees, National Guard and Reserves and their
family members.
Savings
Customers buy groceries at cost plus a 5
percent surcharge which is used to fund
commissary construction and renovations.
A family of four shopping regularly can save
more than $4,509 on their total annual grocery
bill.
A single service member shopping regularly can
save more than $1,553 a year.

Too often Space-A is associated with air
travel alone.There is much more to it than that.
Also included
is military lodging. A good
example is the Navy Lodge system. There are
42 navy lodges around the U.S. and overseas.
The closest one is at Moffett Field located right
outside the NASA main gate at Bldg 593,
Vernon Ave. I suggest you stop by and ask for
their current directory, "Navy Lodge,World wide
Locations".
______________
Cdr V. A. Eagye

TRICARE beneficiaries have a safe and
easy way to dispose of expired prescription
drugs.A 2011 national survey on drug use
found that Americans are twice as likely to
regularly abuse prescription drugs as they
are to regularly use cocaine, hallucinogens,
heroin and inhalants combined. The same
study found more than 70 percent of people
abusing prescription pain relievers got them
through friends or relatives, often without
their knowledge.
During DEA’s last take-back day in
October 2013, Americans disposed of more
than 647,211 pounds of prescription drugs.
The last seven take-back days have
collected more than 3.4 million pounds of
unused medication.
Prescription and over-the-counter “solid
dosage” drugs—tablets and capsules—are
accepted,
but
intravenous
solutions,
injectable medications and needles are not.
Illegal substances such as marijuana or
methamphetamine are accepted.
To find a collection site near you, click
“Locate Collection Sites” at

Sharing(new(online(version(of(the
California(Veterans(resource(book.
Book(is(located(online(at(CalVet(under
the(About(Us(tab(at(the(top(of(the(page
and(then(under(Media(Rela?ons(on(the
far(right(of(your(screen.(You(will(need
to(scroll(down(past(Veterans
Demographics,(News(Releases,(Public
No?ces(and(Fact(Sheets.
hHps://www.calvet.ca.
gov/VetServices/Documents/Veteran_
%20Resource_%20book_2014.pdf

www.deadiversion.usdoj.
gov/drug_disposal/takeback.
Many police and fire departments,
schools, and military installations will
participate in this event. If you do not

find a collection site near you,
please check back frequently,
sites are added every day.
-7-

Veterans Resource Centers to
Open in Local Library Branches
Sacramento, Calif. – The State Library and
California Department of Veteran Aﬀairs (CalVet)
announce the opening of a new Veterans Resource
Center at the WhiDer Public Library on February 11,
2014. Veterans Resource Centers will also open in
Sacramento, Fresno, Los Angeles, Riverside and
VenturaLlibrariesLinLtheLnextLmonth.
The centers, staﬀed by library volunteers trained
by CalVet, will make it easier for veterans and their
families to learn about the state and federal beneﬁts
they have earned through military service and how
to claim them and about the local services available
toLthem.
Recognizing the need to reach and serve more
California veterans, in October 2012, the State
Library, in coordinaRon with CalVet, conducted a
pilot project to create Veterans Resource Centers in
public libraries. The project received grant funding
from the U.S. InsRtute of Museum and Library
Services to open veterans centers in Bakersﬁeld,
Redding and San Diego libraries.LL Those libraries,
now open for over a year, have served more than
4,000LveteransLandLveteranLfamilies.
California is home to 1.8 million veterans. An
addiRonal 40,000 veterans are expected to return to
the state every year for the next several years. State
and federal beneﬁts can help veterans and their
families move successfully forward in civilian life.
Veterans’ beneﬁts can help veterans begin or
complete their educaRon, care for their health, get
job training, ﬁnd employment, buy or improve their
home, and live out their lives with the dignity and
respect they deserve. Some veteran dependents
qualifyLforLbeneﬁtsLasLwell.
Unfortunately, many veterans are unaware of the
beneﬁts they are enRtled to receive or how to claim
them.L The library Veterans Resource Centers have
proven to be an eﬀecRve way for veterans to get the
informaRonLandLassistanceLtheyLneed.
-8-

“Our partnership with the State Library furthers
CalVet’s mission to serve veterans and their families
and gets us into the communiRes where they live,”
said CalVet Secretary Peter J. Grave_. “We’re very
happy with the results of the three`library pilot. That
the project has received addiRonal funding and is
expanding to six more library sites in California
speaksLforLitself.”
“The posiRve results along with an increasing
need to help returning veterans are the reasons that
more centers are being funded,” said AcRng State
Librarian, Gerald Maginnity. “We are proud to
provide resources to the men and women in the
military who have sacriﬁced so much for their
country.” In addiRon to WhiDer Public Library,
centers will be opened in Sacramento and Los
Angeles as well as Ventura, Riverside, and Fresno
CounRes.
For a list of Veterans Resource Center library
locaRons and opening dates, go to http://
caveterans.org/resources-for-veterans.
This project is supported in whole or in part by the
U.S. InsRtute of Museum and Library Services under
the provisions of the Library Services and Technology
Act,LadministeredLinLCaliforniaLbyLtheLStateLLibrarian.
About the State Library: Founded in 1850, the
California State Library is the central reference and
research library for the Governor’s oﬃce, legislature,
state employees, and the general public. The State
Library administers federal and state grants for
programs in historical preservaRon, library
construcRon, civil liberRes educaRon, literacy,
volunteering, and broadband connecRvity in public
libraries. For more informaRon, visit www.library.ca.
gov.
About CalVet: The California Department of
Veterans Aﬀairs (CalVet) works to serve California
veterans and their families by ensuring they get
connected to the state and federal beneﬁts and
services they have earned through military service.
For more informaRon, visit www.calvet.ca.gov or call
877`741`8532LtollLfree.

Laish, before receiving the name Dan after being
settled by the Israelites. Egyptian documents dating
back to the nineteenth century BCE describe Leshem
as a prominent and prosperous trading center. It
wasn't until the eleventh century BCE, some eight
hundred years later that Leshem was conquered by
the Israelites of the Exodus story, and the city’s name
was changed to Dan. The Tel Dan archeological site
allows visitors a very real glimpse into those
turbulent biblical times. Dan is located within a
nature preserve, and one of the sources of the Jordan
River, the Dan River, runs clear, fast, and cold here
and even has Brook Trout. Because of the river, the
lush vegetation that results makes the Dan area seem
somewhat out of place in the otherwise arid region
around it. A casual walk through the area proved
delightful. See Nature Preserve Photos and Dan
Archeological Site and War Bunker.
A hike through Banias National Park was a terrific
break from “the digs.” The Banias spring begins at
the foot of Mount Hermon and its water rushes with
great force through a canyon-like channel, losing 600
+ feet in altitude over the course of a couple miles
and forming the Banias waterfall, one of the most
beautiful in Israel. After about six miles, the Hermon
River meets the Dan River and the two flow into the
Jordan. It was quite a hike to the bottom of the
canyon but well worth the effort. At the end of the
first century B.C.E., the Romans annexed the Banias
area to Herod`s kingdom. After Herod`s death, his
son, Philip the Tetrarch, inherited northern Eretz
Israel and established the capital of his kingdom near
the springs. Although the new capital was named
Caesarea Philippi, this area continued to be known as
Panias. See Banias Photos. Nearthe top of the
canyon was a shot-up military vehicle used in the Six
Day War. There were a lot of tourists around and
there was some conversation with a man from
Washington, D. C.
A very short distance away was Caesarea Philippi,
an ancient Roman city located at the southwestern
base of Mount Hermon. The city is mentioned in the
gospels of Matthew and Mark. The city was located
within the region known as the "Panion”, the region
of the Greek god Pan, and named after the deity
associated with the grotto and shrines close to the
spring called "Paneas”.
contd...pg 10

Israel Part 4/The Golan Heights
The Golan Heights, which are referred to as the
Syrian Golan by the United Nations, forms a rocky
plateau in the anti-Lebanon mountains overlooking
southern Syria. Elevations range from 9,232 feet in
the north at Mount Hermon, to below sea level along
the Sea of Galilee and the Yarmuk River in the south.
Internationally recognized as Syrian territory, it has
been occupied and administered by Israel since the
1967 Six-Day War. The region attracts three million
tourists a year and supplies Israel with one-third of its
water. On this Wednesday morning the destination
was far north Israel along highway 90 to Qiryat
Shemona, a settlement only a couple miles from the
Lebanese border, and the higher elevations. See
Qiryat Shemona Photos. In the past the Lebanese
fired rockets into the business and residential areas.
Snow fields on Mt. Hermon could be seen in the
distance. See Mt Hermon. Travel was on a very
modern freeway and passed groves of almond trees
just as they might have been in Jesus’ time,
eucalyptus, apricots, avocados, a food processing
plant, and even a Texas-style dude ranch. The Hula
Valley is an agricultural region with abundant fresh
water. See Hula Valley Photos. It is a major
stopover for birds migrating along the Syrian-African
Rift Valley between Africa, Europe, and Asia. The
marshland around Lake Hula, a breeding ground for
malaria, was drained in the 1950s. A small section of
the valley was later re-flooded in an attempt to revive
a nearly extinct ecosystem. An estimated 500 million
migrating birds now pass through the Hula Lake Park
every year. Hula Lake Park Photos.
The modern day site of Tel Dan rests on the ruins
of what is thought to have been the biblical city of
Dan. Named for the tribe of Dan, which was
described in the Book of Judges as the largest of the
twelve Israelite tribes, the city of Dan was the
northern home of ancient Israel and considered a
major center for trade and business. Tel Dan's
location in Israel's northern region near to the
Lebanese border has also made it the host of bitter
battles – notably during the 1967 Six-Day War.
Believed to have been one of the key rest stops on the
historic route from Egypt to Syria, Tel Dan was
historically named Leshem or
-9-

Israel contd
Today, the city, now no longer inhabited, is an
archaeological site. In the Gospels, Jesus is said to
have approached the area near the city, but without
entering the city itself. Jesus, while in this area, asked
his closest disciples who they thought he was.
Accounts of their answers, including the Confession
of Peter, are found in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke. Here Saint Peter made his confession of
Jesus as the Messiah and the "Son of the living God",
and Christ in turn gave a charge to Peter, “You are
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and
Hades will not prevail against it.” With the disciples
discouraged, it became clear that the church would be
built with average people, by Jesus, and built to last
forever. A woman from Paneas, who had been
bleeding for 12 years, is said to have been
miraculously cured by Jesus. See Caesarea Phillipi
Photos.
Lunch was served in a beautiful green lush setting
along a fast-moving Jordan River tributary, and at a
restaurant which clearly was established to serve the
thousands of tourists visiting the local attractions.
For a long time the area has been agriculture-based,
mostly cherry and apple orchards, but times have
changed and the locals are now more interested in
serving tourists and working in the software industry.
As the bus climbed into the higher elevations it
passed a Druze village, a monotheistic religious
community, found primarily in Syria, Lebanon,
Israel, and Jordan, which emerged during the 11th
century from Ismailism. Druze beliefs incorporate
several elements from Abrahamic religions,
Gnosticism, Neoplatonism and other philosophies.
See DruzeVillage.
As the bus arrived at the top of the ridge, and in an
area of heavy fighting during the Six Day War,
Kenny the guide provided some personal information
about himself and his service with the Israeli Defense
Forces, and at times he was very emotional. The SixDay War, "The Setback," "War of 1967", also
known as the June War, 1967 Arab-Israeli War, or
Third Arab-Israeli War, was fought between June 5
and 10, 1967, by Israel and the neighboring states of
Egypt (known at the time as the United Arab
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Republic), Jordan, and Syria. After a period of high
tension, including large-scale Egyptian military
preparations in the Sinai, the war began on June 5
with Israel launching surprise bombing raids against
Egyptian air-fields. Within six days, Israel had won a
decisive land war. Israeli forces had taken effective
control of the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsua from
Egypt, the West Bank and East Jerusalem from
Jordan, and the Golan Heights from Syria. It was
possible to stand on a hill and view Syrian villages in
the distance. Although he wasn’t pressed for details,
it was apparent that Kenny served as a parachutist
and was close to much of the most difficult fighting,
perhaps even sustaining battle wounds. Today his
home is at Kibbutz Revadim near Jerusalem. See
Kibbutz Revadim.
This was a place of war
memorials. See Valley of Tears YouTube and Mt.
Bental Bunker YouTube and War Memorial Photos
and Abandoned Military Vehicle Photos.
From the high ground the Damascus Road is only a
short distance away. During one of Paul’s journeys of
hate, near Damascus he is surrounded by a dazzling
light and hears the heavenly voice of Jesus Christ.
After this divine conversation, Paul realizes his
mistaken views about Christianity and becomes a
devout Christian. The Damascus Road Conversion
implies the power of God to overcome the hostile
forces and change the sinner to a saint. The story also
suggests the possibility of a single event that can
significantly change a man’s outlook on life. The
story of St. Paul's conversion has been told many
times. He is credited with organizing the Christian
Church. He wrote the foundation for the Christian
way of life which has changed millions. See
Damascus Road Photos.
What is the root cause of war? Some say a desire
to acquire land and other reasons. In Israel, however,
conflict could come because of a shortage of water.
Water is considered as a national resource of utmost
importance. Water is vital to ensure the population's
well-being and quality of life and to preserve the
rural-agricultural sector. Israel has suffered from a
chronic water shortage for years. In recent years
however, the situation has developed into a crisis so
severe that it is feared that by the next summer it may
contd...pg 11

Israel contd
be difficult to adequately supply municipal and
household water requirements. The current
cumulative deficit in Israel's renewable water
resources amounts to approximately 2 billion cubic
meters, an amount equal to the annual consumption
of the State. The deficit has also lead to the
qualitative deterioration of potable aquifer water
resources that have, in part, become either of
brackish quality or otherwise become polluted.
Israel's main freshwater resources are: Lake Kinneret
- the Sea of Galilee, the Coastal Aquifer - along the
coastal plain of the Mediterranean Sea, and the
Mountain Aquifer - under the central north-south
(Carmel) mountain range. Additional smaller
regional resources are located in the Upper Galilee,
Western Galilee, Beit Shean Valley, Jordan Valley,
the Dead Sea Rift, the Negev and the Arava. After
drawing on nearly all of its readily available water
resources and promoting vigorous conservation
programs, Israel has long made it a national mission
to stretch existing sources by developing nonconventional water sources, while promoting
conservation. These efforts have focused on the
following:
reclaimed
wastewater
effluents;
intercepted runoff and artificial recharge; artificiallyinduced rainfall - cloud seeding; and desalination.
See Israeli Water Sources Photos.
Israel is unique in that military service is
compulsory for both males and females. It is the only
country in the world that maintains obligatory
military service for women. This continues the
tradition of female fighters during Israel's War of
Independence. Males serve for three years and
females for just less than two years. Israel also has
one of the highest recruitment rates in the world some 80% of those who receive summons serve.
Those who are exempt from service include most
minority groups, those who are not physically or
psychologically fit, married women or women with
children, religious males who are studying in an
accredited Jewish Law institution and religious
females who choose to pursue 'national service' community work. Israel's small population means the
country has never had the security of a large standing
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army despite the immense security and terrorist risks
it faces. For that reason, released soldiers continue
serving as reservists into their early 50s, contributing
up to over a month's worth of service each year, both
training and active service. The army reserves
constitute the backbone of the army's manpower
needs. It is not rare in Israel for two generations to be
serving simultaneously in the army - the son
obligatory service and the father in reserves. See
Photos of Israeli Soldiers.
Moving down the mountain en-route to Tiberas
and the hotel, several Israeli Defense Forces
installations were seen along the highway, with M
-113 armored personnel carriers parked nearby. See
Military Installation Photos and M 113 Personnel
Carrier Photos.
To be continued…

Water Source
The Sea of Galilee

Israel's main source of fresh water

SILICON VALLEY CHAPTER
More and more officers and or their surviving
spouses are joining the chapter and adding their
voices to other MOAA members who are making a
difference on the legislative front and in the local
military community.
Here are seven good reasons for any officer—
active duty, Guard, Reserve, former or retired, or
their surviving spouse—to join Silicon Valley
Chapter today.
--Make your voice heard. The chapter provides
critical grassroots support for MOAA’s national
legislative agenda. Military benefits are under attack
and MOAA is in the fight to preserve them. Chapter
members let their legislators know what’s on their
minds and open doors for MOAA’s legislative team
in Washington D.C. In these difficult times, MOAA
members need to stick together and the chapter is the
best way we know to do that.
--Giving back to the community. Chapter
members are MOAA’s ambassadors in their
communities, supporting countless programs that
make a difference in the lives of others. These
members continue their “officership” service and are
giving back in the truest sense.

--Influencing state legislation. The chapter is
affiliated with the MOAA California Council of
Chapters (CALMOAA), an organization made up of
the more than 40 chapters in the state. The Council
in turn is affiliated with the California State
Commanders Veterans Council (CSCVC). These
organizations support the chapter’s efforts to lobby
for and pass state-level legislation that affects
military members and their families, such as
exempting military retired pay from state income tax,
although this has not been successful in California to
date, or increasing funding for state-run VA
programs.
--Camaraderie with a purpose. Many chapter
members miss the camaraderie and core values of
military service and want to develop close and lasting
friendships with other members with similar
backgrounds and interests.
Membership application forms are included in
both the chapter’s print newsletter, The Bulletin, and
the e-Bulletin.
__________________________________________
SOURCE: Military Officers Association of America

--Value added to chapter member lives. The
chapter sponsors interesting programs and
opportunities to interact with civic, political, military,
and business leaders on issues important to members.
--Networking with fellow officers. The chapter
includes second career members in the work force
and retired service members who have contacts in
their communities that can be valuable to
transitioning officers.
--Stay informed. The chapter’s newsletters,
website, and meetings provide the latest information
on local, state, and national issues and changes to
military benefits.
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THE MILITARY APPEAL

MONTEREY ACCOMMODATIONS

Silicon Valley Chapter membership in part can
and will meet the need for continued service as a
commissioned officer or warrant officer. Note this
excerpt from Nelson DeMille’s fiction book about the
Vietnam War, Word of Honor. LT Benjamin Tyson
is having a conversation with his wife, Marcy.
*****

Few places on earth can live up to their own
mythology, but Monterey is a notable exception. No
matter what you’ve heard or seen in feature films,
nothing can prepare you for the jaw-dropping beauty
along Monterey's fabled coast and village-like
pedestrian thoroughfares. John Steinbeck was a
frequent visitor and drew considerable inspiration
from area landmarks including Cannery Row, which
he helped to immortalize in his novel of the same
name. Today, restaurants, boutiques and attractions
like the Monterey Bay Aquarium have helped make
Monterey a favorite destination for visitors from
around the world.
The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) is a fully
accredited research university operated by the United
States Navy. Located in Monterey, it grants master's
degrees, engineer's degrees and doctoral degrees. The
Naval Postgraduate School offers newly renovated
rooms in the historic Del Monte Hotel, now
Herrmann Hall, the university's main administration
building. The CBQ prioritizes reservations for
military and civil service personnel on orders. SpaceA rooms will be offered at 3:00pm each day, for the
current night only. Reservations can be made at 831
-656-2060 or 831-656-2069.
The Naval Support Activity Monterey is home to
over 15 tenant commands. NSA Monterey provides
primary support to the Naval Postgraduate School
(NPS), Navy Research Lab (NRL), and the Fleet
Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography Center
(FNMOC). The Navy Lodge - Monterey is located in
the La Mesa Village housing community; the
property offers rooms with fully-equipped kitchenette
and a long list of amenities. The Lodge offers a
limited number of pet friendly rooms at a nominal
fee. The Navy Lodge - Monterey is located at 1100
Farragut Road, Monterey, CA 93940. Contact the
facility at (831) 372-6133 or 800-NAVY-INN.
The Presidio of Monterey, located near downtown
Monterey, is an active US Army installation with
historic ties to the Spanish colonial era. Currently it is
the home of the Defense Language Institute Foreign
Language Center (DLI-FLC). Also this is the last and
only Presidio in California to have an active military
contd.. pg 14

“The military has a certain masculine appeal.”
“Don’t get carried away.” She looked at him.
“Would you…would you ever go back in—I mean
under other circumstances—if they called you in a
national emergency? Another war?”
Tyson replied, “Yes, I would serve my country
again.”
“Even after what the Army has done to you?”
“They’ve done nothing to me. They think I’ve
done something to them.”
“Would you go back in for an unpopular Vietnamtype, undeclared war?”
“Mine is not to reason why. I didn’t even fight
this recall as hard as I could have.”
“Boy, once they’ve got you, they’ve got you
forever, don’t they?”
“I’m afraid so. Military service exerts a lasting
influence on a man far beyond the short number of
years he was on duty. Just like jail time. Ask anyone
who was in—jail or the Army.”
“Men love war. They love fighting the enemy,
and when they withdraw, there is a depression that
lingers for the rest of their lives.”
*****
The board offers line and staff positions related to
management of the chapter’s affairs. When duty is
done there is camaraderie through formal and
informal social events, especially by means of the
monthly luncheon meetings and post board meeting
golf course café lunch sessions. There will be plenty
of opportunity to initiate and build upon relationships
with other officers, auxiliaries, and family members.
______________________
SOURCE: Chapter Bylaws
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MONTEREY...
installation. Temporary lodging is available and
reservations must be made in advance. For POM
Lodging reservations and information, call the
lodging office at 831-242-5091. Rooms rates range
from $62 to $100 per night based on single
occupancy. There is a charge for each additional
occupant; $5.00, per night, for guests over 1 year of
age. The Navy Gateway Inn Suites (former BOQ)
has rooms available for personnel on PCS orders to
Monterey. Those not on orders may call regarding
Space Available reservations. The number for
reservations, rates and further information is 831-656
-2060.
Military lodging is conveniently located within
walking distance of many attractions on- and offbase, including the beautiful California coastline, the
famed Cannery Row just a few blocks away, Presidio
of Monterey Museum, tennis court, a family park,
exchange and more.
_______________________________
SOURCE: Military Lodging Facilities
SPACE-A PATUXANT NAS
The Navy P-3 Orion was poised for takeoff at the
Moffett NAS runway threshold. In the left seat was a
young lieutenant sporting a full red beard; the right
seat was occupied by a young female lieutenant
junior grade; off the flight deck in the rear were a
couple other crew members. As the only Space-A
passenger on this flight to Patuxant River Naval Air
Station, located in St. Mary's County, Maryland on
the Chesapeake Bay and near the mouth of the
Patuxent River, I was invited to take the jump seat
right behind the pilot.
The LTJG was aircraft commander and made a
radio call from the right seat. “Moffett, this is Navy
351.” The response was almost immediate: “Say
again.” With that the young officer said, “Moffett,
this is Navy 351 with LTJG Patty Whalen in
command. Now may I have my takeoff clearance?”
Again, there was a swift response: “Yes, ma’am!”
Moments later the throttles were advanced and the
aircraft climbed out into a beautiful sunny morning,
and the sly smile on Patty Whalen’s face was barely
noticeable.

The first flight segment was to Mountain Home
Air Force Base in southwestern Idaho and about 40
files from Boise via Interstate 84. That stop was
planned to pick up another Navy lieutenant who had
been visiting his family. The flight over the Sierra
range and the barren high desert of Nevada was
interesting yet uneventful. The lieutenant who had
been visiting in Idaho took the controls for the next
segment to Tinker Air Force Base which had tenant
U.S. Navy and other Department of Defense
missions, located in the southeast Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma area. The flight over the Rockies was
scenic and the pit stop for rest, refueling and a late
lunch was welcome. The fuel was purchased with a
Navy credit card.
Upon leaving Tinker, LTJG was in the left seat
with the bearded lieutenant flying copilot. The
aircraft climbed out in a roughly easterly direction
over what appeared to be large bodies of water, and
soon the vast areas of America’s heartland could be
seen. The crew settled in for the flight to the east
coast, and with the engines at peak performance it
seemed to be a good time for a nap.
Over time the clouds built up and as early evening
and darkness arrived lightning bolts could be seen,
and at times what seemed like heavy rain pelted the
aircraft. Visibility ahead was very poor and it was
clear the pilot was on instruments. Nearing NAS
Patuxant LTJG Whalen was in contact with air traffic
controllers who at one point told her she was well
above the glide slope. She ignored the warning. A
little later the controller told her she was very far
above the glide slope. At that point the lieutenant in
the right seat turned to her and said that he
recommended she go visual, but she told him that she
was flying and not to worry. After what seemed like
a long period of time the aircraft broke through the
overcast and there directly ahead was the Patuxant
runway. The landing was routine.
As Whalen taxied the aircraft to the ramp the
lieutenant in the right seat looked over and said, “Not
bad, Patty, not bad at all!” And again that smile
could be seen spreading across the aircraft
commander’s face.
____________________________________
SOURCE: Space-A passenger recollections
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NEW DIRECTOR

NEW DIRECTOR

CAPT Gil Borgardt, USN (RET) has been elected
to the chapter’s board of directors effective January
9, 2014. He will serve as Development Officer; his
role will be to develop and implement a strategic plan
to raise vital funds for the chapter in a cost-effective
and time-efficient manner. The development
director's primary responsibility, however, is to
oversee fundraising, rather than to actually raise
money. In part he will be making contact with local
donation recipients such as the USO and others in
order to cooperate in fundraising efforts (i.e. the
chapter might have a special table at recipients
fundraising events) and communicate to the
membership how much money is raised, the source of
funds, and how the funds are used.

CWO5 Robert Landgraf, USMCR, has been
elected to the chapter’s board of directors effective
February 6, 2014. He will focus on chapter outreach,
essentially establishing liaison with other local
military professional associations and other
organizations for purposes of sharing best practices,
growing the chapter, sharing resources such as
meeting speakers, and in short promoting cooperation
and coordination.

He was born in Los Angeles and attended Cal
Poly, San Luis Obispo, CA. In February 1955 he
entered flight training, and subsequently completed
two Med cruises (Cold War days) in the
late 1950s. He participated in weapons development
at VX5 in the early sixties and at one time served as
Aide/Flag LT. to COMOPTEVFOR. Heployed to the
Med and participated in the events surrounding the
shooting up of the USS Liberty. Late in his career he
transferred to the TAR program and completed his
career as the Commanding Officer of the Naval
Reserve Center, Treasure Island. He and his wife,
Karen, today run a business managing
condominiums.
__________________
SOURCE: Biography
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He was born in Chicago, and raised in
Indianapolis, heavily involved in the Boy Scouts of
America through elementary school, high school and
college. He attended Purdue University with a major
in Electrical Engineering, and later in 1957 enlisted
in the US Marine Corps, serving in either active or
Reserves for over 35+ years, in command, control,
communications, computers and intelligence billets.
His last active duty assignment was at HQ Marine
Corps Intel, Washington, DC. While in the Reserves
he worked in Industry at HP Federal (Public Sector),
serving the US Intel community for 30 years. He
retired from USMC in 1995 and industry in 2012. He
is a member of the alumni of the San Francisco FBI
Citizens Academy. He currently serves as a board
member on a number of government related boards,
the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics
Association (AFCEA), Reserve Officers Association
(ROA) and the Association for Former Intelligence
Officers (AFIO). He and his wife Karen have lived in
the Almaden area for more than 46 years.
__________________
SOURCE: Biography

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035
Membership Application and Renewal Form Date________________
Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues: $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted) Donations to SVC Fund
$__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________ Donations to PAWS
$__________ Donation to USO $__________ (All Donations are Tax Deductible)
Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/_________
Last
First
MI
Rank
Service
Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.)
Apt/Suite
City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
5 Digit 4 Digit
Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________
SVC Dues are due 1 February and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support
the Bulletin and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated.
Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds
listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
For present members we are trying to update and enhance our records; so please provide
the month and year you joined the SVC. _______________
Are you a National MOAA Member?_____________

LUNCHEON

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA

DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood.

Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 May
If you have not sent in your reservation form by the above date and still wish to attend,
please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM
Please reserve _______ places for the 15 May Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC
Mailto:

LTCJayCraddock,
1448 Fallen Leaf Lane,
Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

