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April 2014

Luncheon Program
17 April 2014

Social Hour: 11:00 AM
Luncheon:

11:45 AM

Steve Blank
Hidden in Plain Sight
Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3 Apr
17 Apr
1 May
15 May

Board Meeting
Luncheon
Board Meeting
Luncheon

10:00 AM
11:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Board Meetings Are Open to All Members
Board Minutes Are Available to Members From The Secretary

SVC WEB SITES

O

ur Chapter website is www.

siliconvalleymoaa.org, a shorter
link is www.svcmoaa.org. You
can also get to it from the national MOAA site: Put the cursor
over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley
Chapter. From there you may
link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links
for The Bulletin and eBulletin. B

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
Our April luncheon threatens to be another well attended event. Please
read the April Speaker article that follows and make your reservations
early. See the back page for the reservation form.
The contest is on ... We are challenging our membership to use their
artistic talents to come up with a new logo for our Chapter. We would
like to use that logo on a Chapter Coin. MOAA has paid for one side
which is the MOAA logo and we get to put our Logo on the other side.
Here is what the coin would look like with our current logo. If you
have a better idea, here is the deal. I will give the winner of the our new
logo a case of wine with the new logo on the label. Every other entry will
get a single bottle also with the new logo on the label.
So get your pens and pencils working and email those new designs to
me -- mike@sampognaro.net

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE
For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service
www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

mike

REPORTING DEATHS

M

embers can report the

death of a retiree locally through
the Retire Activity Office (RAO).
The phone number is
650-603-8047
You can also notify a MOAA
member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St,
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning
the Membership Chair–see listing
on front page of The Bulletin. B
Thought For The Month
And in the end, its not the years in
your life that count, its the life in
your years - Abraham Lincoln

April Speaker
The beautiful Santa Clara Valley, with its blanket of fruit orchards
covering the valley floor, has been described as "The Valley of Heart's
Delight, where prune, apricot, cherry, walnut and other trees and vines
have given way to housing, high tech, biotech, and a myriad of other
industries. Perhaps the strongest hallmark of Silicon Valley today is its
spirit of innovation, yet there is a “secret history” that many residents
know little or nothing about.
Contd.'pg'3
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April Speaker contd.

Frederick W. Terman, later to become provost of the
Stanford engineering department, was fully involved
in the effort and later became known as the “Father
of Electronic Warfare.”
After the war the Office of Scientific Research
and Development was established for weapons
research and development with a specific focus on
microwaves and electronics. The Office of Naval
Research was involved. In 1950 Stanford became
known as the MIT of the West, performing highly
classified work during the Korean War and later
during the Cold War, an electronic war, working to
counter the nuclear threat. How did universities and
startups, working together in an environment of
changed rules, come to understand the Soviet order of
battle?
The presentation continues into the beginnings of
what proved to be a time of highly successful
innovation, moving into advanced and highly
complicated electronics, achieved by organizations
such as Sylvania Electronics and new personalities
such as William Perry, perhaps one of the biggest
“spooks,” who later served as Secretary of Defense.
Silicon Valley has a black side and much of it is
revealed in the presentation. But there’s more. How
did William Shockley, in an era of unintended
consequences, form Shockley Semiconductor and
how did he and his extraordinary team help answer
the question, “Why is Silicon Valley Silicon Valley.”
Steve’s U.S. Air Force service took him to
Thailand during the Vietnam War, where he was
managing a team of 15 electronics technicians within
a year and a half. He was 20 years old at the time.
His first job within the region was with ESL, a
startup that was a primary US intelligence company
for National Means of Technical Verification. The
company helped the government understand the
Soviets' technological and arms developments during
the Cold War.
_____________________________________
SOURCE: Steve Blank/Hidden in Plain Sight

The chapter’s April speaker will be Steve Blank,
a Silicon Valley serial-entrepreneur, author, and
academician who is based in Pescadero. Within the
context of “And Ye Shall Know the Truth, and the
Truth Shall Make You Free”, John 8:32 and the
lobby of CIA Headquarters, Langley, Virginia, he
will make a presentation, “Hidden in Plain Sight,” a
widely regarded insider's perspective on the emerging
Silicon Valley's innovation, one with the power to
startle and overwhelm with surprise or sudden
wonder. In 2009, the San Jose Mercury listed Steve
as one of the 10 Influencers in Silicon Valley, and in
2010 he was awarded the Earl F. Cheit Outstanding
Teaching Award at U.C. Berkeley Haas School of
Business.
Silicon Valley has been characterized by so-called
waves of innovation, including defense, integrated
circuits, personal computers, and the internet. The
focus of this presentation will be on defense and five
“stories,” the details of which are unknown to most
people who live in the area; it will likely feature
sound clips and remarkable POWERPOINT
illustrations.
Early in WWII, the first electronic war, huge
numbers of allied bombers would fly from England
to the heart of Germany in an effort to destroy the
industrial base. Hollywood produced any number of
films about this “bomber war” but there was so much
they didn’t know, and frankly still don’t know to this
day. The British conducted night area bombing
missions and the Americans conducted daylight
precision bombing raids. During these times of
“Twelve O’Clock High” and “Memphis Belle,” the
allies lost 48,000 aircraft to hostile action as well as
160,000 personnel. Why were the allies beaten so
badly by the Reich?
The allies responded with creativity and
innovation, developing the Harvard Radio Research
Laboratory where efforts were made to find and
understand the German air defenses. Countermeasures were developed which for all practical
purposes shut down the flak or highly effective antiaircraft fire. What were those counter-measures?

B
Mark May 7th in your calendar as the
next ANA/BATRR luncheon aboard the
USS Hornet Museum
-3-

MARCH SPEAKER REPORT
Some chapter members appear to have a strong
interest in new lighting technologies and particularly
because of the recent total phase-out of the
incandescent light bulb. There are a number of
choices for the future. Now apparently obsolete is
the incandescent light bulb which produces light with
a filament wire heated to a high temperature by an
electric current passing through it until it glows.
Halogen light bulbs are similar to the incandescent
bulb and have a longer life span, produce a different
type of light, and can get extremely hot, a clear
danger and disadvantage. A compact fluorescent
lamp (CFL), also called an energy-saving light, is a
fluorescent lamp designed to replace the incandescent
bulb.
A light-emitting diode (LED) is a
semiconductor device that produces light from
electricity. In the future, consumers will have to
choose one or more of these technologies.
The chapter’s March speaker was Dr. Robert A.
Burmeister, Ph.D, of Saratoga Technology
Associates, who provided information about solid
state lighting and the light emitting diode industry,
his area of expertise and experience. His intent was to
help chapter members understand the technology and
make better decisions about lighting. Solid-state
electronics are those circuits or devices built entirely
from solid materials, typically silicon; the term is
often used to contrast with the earlier technologies of
vacuum and gas-discharge tube devices. The lightemitting diode (LED has evolved as one example of a
solid-state device.
A diode is an electronic
component with two electrodes/connectors which act
like a gate or a valve, allowing electricity to go in one
direction, but not the other.
Dr. Burmeister initially provided a detailed history
and some characteristics of the light-emitting diode
beginning with research laboratory discoveries in
1957, which continued to commercialization in 1960,
rapid growth through introduction of new materials in
the 1970s, expansion throughout the 1980s, transition
to full color in the 1990s, and new applications
beginning in 2000 and continuing to the present day.
The LED has quite an impact on society because
lighting is 20% of total energy and the light emitting
diode uses only 20% of the energy of an incandescent
-4-

light bulb. LEDs are in widespread use; for example,
an iphone won’t work without one. As far back as
1970 companies such as Bell Telephone, IBM
Research, RCA Labs, and Monsato were all
competing to complete development of new lighting
technologies.
In general, the LEDs last a long time and do not
break easily compared to incandescent light bulbs.
They can produce many different colors. They are
efficient - most of the energy makes light, not heat.
And in terms of the technology the LED is a type of
diode that makes one color of light when electricity is
sent through it in the expected direction, generally
forward, and with the color of the light depending on
the chemical composition of the semiconducting
material used. A specialist in the lighting section of a
place like Orchard Supply Hardware or Home Depot
will provide plenty of information about lighting
technology details, advantages and disadvantages,
lighting characteristics as well as efficiency and
effectiveness, and cost comparisons.
Dr. Burmeister listed LED features including
more energy, longer life/50,000 hours or more, color,
they’re very compact, and easily interfaced with
computer networks He said the one remaining issue
was cost. It’s certainly true today that LEDS are used
in many places: Bay Bridge artistic lights; complete
building lighting/Asia; landscape lighting with
variable colors; mood lighting such as for spas; water
purification applications; and special environmental
lighting. White LEDs bright enough to illuminate
rooms are usually more expensive than regular light
bulbs but, as noted earlier, they last longer and burn
less electricity.
There were six or eight questions asked of Dr.
Burmeister but most related to specific rather than
general issues, with a focus on consumer purchasing;
however, he seemed to favor use of the LEDs rather
than CFLs which have a shorter lifespan and quality
control deficiencies.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

B

MAY SPEAKER
On May 18, 2013 aircrews and pararescuemen
from the 129th Rescue Wing deployed to
Afghanistan rescued an Afghan national policeman
who had suffered a gunshot wound, raising the unit’s
number of lives saved to 1,000. An impromptu
rescue, resulting in the wing's 250th save, was
conducted on April 4, 1996 when Combat Shadow
aircrews saved a Navy pilot who had ejected from his
F-18 Hornet fighter aircraft 30 miles off the coast of
Big Sur. On December 27, 1991 the first operational
night mission was flown to rescue a crewman with
major facial and bodily injuries onboard the MV
Martha Majesty more than 400 miles southwest of
San Francisco, resulting in save 207. The millennial
milestone includes more than 400 combat saves and
nearly 600 civilian saves; in addition, the wing
assisted in over 600 other lives saved.
The chapter’s May speaker will be Col. Steven J.
Butow, CAANG, Commanding Officer, California
Air National Guard 129th Rescue Wing, Moffett
Field, who will provide a description of the rescue
mission, the people involved, their training and
equipment, but more likely operational details of a
variety of at home and abroad missions and
outcomes. He will likely show an extensive film
which depicts the nature and scope of specific
rescues, images sure to offer a keen understanding of
the wing’s mission and challenges, personnel
sacrifices, and achievements. His focus will be on
the 1,000th save.
The wing's rescue presence dates back to 1975
when it was designated as the 129th Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Group (ARRG) operating HC
-130 Hercules cargo aircraft and HH-3E Jolly Green
Giant helicopters. The 129th ARRG conducted its
first rescue mission in 1977 during a Red Flag
combat exercise at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. One
of the group's Jolly Green Giant helicopters saved a
severely injured pilot that ejected from an A-7 attack
aircraft before it crashed into a nearby range. To
provide better rescue capability to the state and the
nation, the 129th ARRG moved to Naval Air Station
Moffett Field. The move was completed in 1984.
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The first long-range, over-water rescue mission was
completed Oct. 13, 1986 to rescue a crewman with
appendicitis from the ship MS Reunion. The 129th
ARRG coordinated with local U.S. Coast Guard
assets to successfully rescue the patient and transport
him to a hospital in Acapulco, Mexico. The rescue
mission, resulting in the group's 145th save, covered
a total of 4,200 miles, including 1,200 miles flown
over water. To date, it is still the furthest distance the
wing has traveled to execute a mission.
While deployed in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, the 129th RQW executed the first combat
save for any Air National Guard or Reserve unit on
April 15, 2003. Pave Hawk aircrews picked up a
severely injured Special Forces soldier from an
isolated location and transported him across hostile
Iraqi territory to a field hospital during inclement
nighttime weather, resulting in the wing's 299th save.
During the 2003 deployment to Iraq, the wing
sustained zero aircraft or personnel losses, injuries or
mishaps and executed 15 saves, bringing the wing's
total to 310 lives saved.
The motto of the 129th Rescue Wing, "That
Others May Live", refers to the primary mission of
the Wing - to save lives. The members of the 129th
have performed rescues under a variety of conditions
- from rough Pacific seas to the rugged Sierra
Nevada. Chapter members, through film, are likely
to see some very interesting and potentially exciting
rescues.
_________________________
SOURCE: 129th Rescue Wing

Disability.gov Update:
Social Security Expands List of
Conditions Qualifying for
Expedited Processing
The Social Security Administration has
announced 25 new Compassionate Allowances
(CA) conditions. The CA program reduces the
time it takes to make decisions on disability
applications filed by Americans with the most
serious disabilities, so they receive decisions on
their claims within days, instead of months or
years. The new conditions include a dozen cancers
and disorders that affect the digestive,
neurological, immune and multiple body systems.
Read Disability.gov’s Guide to Disability Benefits
for more information about Social Security and
other benefits programs.

TRDP Premiums
Find Your Premium Amount
The TRDP provides you and your family with
comprehensive dental protection at an
affordable cost. Your monthly TRDP
premium rate depends on where you live and
the number of family members you choose
to enroll. Just enter your ZIP code in the
space
provided
at
http://www.trdp.
org/retirees/premiums.html to find your low
monthly premium payment.
·
If you have an APO or FPO address, or
live outside of the 50 United States, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, enter 00000 in the ZIP code block at
http://www.trdp.org/retirees/premiums.html

·
·
Retirees residing in Canada, enter
99999 in the ZIP code block at http://www.
trdp.org/retirees/premiums.html

The federal government requires monthly
premium
payments
to
be
collected
automatically through retired pay deduction,
using one of six discretionary allotments.
However, if you aren't collecting retirement
pay, or the amount of your retirement is
insufficient to allow the allotment, you'll need
to complete the Authorization for Electronic
Funds Transfer (EFT) form and have
premiums deducted from your bank account.
If you don't establish an EFT payment before
your first monthly premium is due, you may
lose coverage.

!!!!!!!!!!!
SOURCE:) TRICARE Website at h5p://www.trdp.
org/re>rees/premiums.html

PENSION CUT DEFEATED
In Mid-December Congress approved a two
year budget which included a reduction to future
cost-of-living increases for working-age military
retirees. MOAA president VADM Norbert Ryan,
USN (RET), calculated an average lifetime annual
loss for a master sergeant would be $83,000 and
for a lieutenant colonel $124,000 and he said that
would be unacceptable.
Budget Committee Chairman, Patty Murray
(D., Wash) and Representative Paul Ryan (R.,
Wis.), those who negotiated the deal, soon signaled
that they would try to find another way to reduce
costs, a stinging defeat. How did it happen and so
quickly?
The national Military Coalition made up of 33
veterans and military groups with more than five
million members immediately went into action,
lobbying to end the provision. That set the stage
for rethinking on the part of the nation’s
legislators and soon there was tremendous
pressure for change.
At least one influential academic speculated
that the votes to repeal the COLA will mark the
end of any further efforts to reduce military pay
and benefits, at least for the extended future.
Contd.)pg)7
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USS AMERICA COMMISSIONING

Contd... Pension Cut
There has been so much strife created over the
pension cut issue that it is unlikely senior decisionmakers will want to revisit the issue anytime soon.
As Rep Ryan continues to believe that cutting
the military pension is a reasonable thing to do,
Senator Lindsey Graham (R., S.C.) stated that the
move was wrong and correcting it quickly would
be the right thing to do.
More than likely the key to success was the
grass-roots effort put into place by MOAA and
the other military organizations asking members
to contact legislators and demand that the COLA
not be cut. Members of Silicon Valley Chapter
were quick to telephone, send e-mail messages, or
even visit local legislative offices asking for
reconsideration. MOAA’s “One Powerful Voice”
was added to the thousands of others and the
lawmakers understood clearly the number of
votes involved, providing just the incentive to go
back on the pension cut.
Senator Graham, when suggesting that a
potential wrong to armed forces personnel would
be corrected, said legislators are going to remind
people who America’s warriors and veterans are,
and suggested that any politician who tries to cut
benefits in the future will face the wrath of voters.
___________________________________________
SOURCE: Adapted from Wall Street Journal
News Report
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Chapter leaders are exploring the possibility of
chartering a bus to transport members and guests to a
Bay Area location and the commissioning of the
America, which is likely to take place in September
or October 2014.
Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) America (LHA
-6), the fourth American warship to be named for the
United States of America, will be the first of the
America-class amphibious assault ships for the U.S.
Navy. She will be delivered in spring of 2014,
replacing USS Peleliu (LHA-5) of the Tarawa class.
Her mission is to act as the flagship of an
expeditionary strike group or amphibious ready
group, carrying part of a Marine expeditionary unit
into battle and putting them ashore with helicopters
and V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, supported by F
-35B Lightning II aircraft and helicopter gunships.
Her design is based on USS Makin Island (LHD-8)
but with no well deck and smaller medical spaces to
allow more room for aviation facilities. With a
displacement of 45,000 tons she is as big as the
aircraft carriers of many other nations, and can fulfill
similar missions when configured with 20 F-35B
strike fighters.
Ship commissioning is the act or ceremony of
placing a ship in active service, the placing of a
warship on active duty with its country's military
forces. Today, officers and crew members of a new
warship are assembled on the quarterdeck or other
suitable area. Formal transfer of the ship to the
prospective commanding officer is done by the Chief
of Naval Operations or his representative. The
national anthem is played, the transferring officer
reads the commissioning directive, the ensign is
hoisted, and the commissioning pennant broken. The
prospective commanding officer reads his orders,
assumes command, and the first watch is set.
Following, the sponsor is traditionally invited to give
the first order to the ship's company: "Man our ship
and bring her to life!" The crew goes aboard and
takes stations, the lights come on, the electronics
become active, the whistles blow and the bells ring—
it’s a very dramatic time.
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!contd...!pg!8

America (LHA 6) actually is a new amphibious
assault platform specifically designed for the Marine
Corps in order to reposition and effectively return
Marines to their roots as a sea-going force. The ship's
mission will be to embark, transport, control, insert,
sustain and extract elements of Marine air-ground
task forces, and provide air support. Instead of
training almost exclusively to fight enemies deep
inland, the new generation of Marine is preparing for
roles ranging from conventional warfighting, air
assault and humanitarian assistance missions.
At the time the ship was christened on October
20, 2013 in Pascagoula, Mississippi, Vice Chief of
Naval Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson said, "When
America joins the fleet, we'll be a stronger, more
flexible, and a better Marine Corps team. We need
this ship," According to CAPT Bob Hall, the ship’s
commanding officer, “America’s motto: “Bello Vel
Pace Paratus”, translates to “Prepared in War or
Peace”, representing the capability of this awesome
warship to strike mightily in wartime, be a deterrent
in peacetime, and to lead humanitarian and disaster
response efforts in times of need. America will be a
flagship for 21st century operations.
Our chapter Board is considering matching
donations from our members to help with the
expenses of the commissioning event.
Attending the commissioning might well be a
major chapter event for 2014. Members are
encouraged to let their interests be known by
contacting Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, telephone, 1
-408-779-7389.
_________________________
SOURCE: United States Navy

U-2 MEMORIES
Retired Air Force major recalls high-altitude
danger on secret missions at the height of
the Cold War
BY MARK MUCKENFUSS
STAFF WRITER mmuckenfuss@pe.com

Cliff Beeler was a spy.
He didn’t hang out on shadowy street corners
with his trench coat collar obscuring his face.
The Air Force major, now retired, spent his
snooping time in a plane.
Beeler, 88, of Riverside , was a U-2 pilot at
the height of the Cold War.
His missions took him over Russia , Cuba
and China , photographing targets from nearly
80,000 feet in the sky.
His planes crashed more than once. He was
occasionally targeted by MiG fighters, and he
once landed on and took off from an aircraft
carrier in the Pacific using only a few feet of the
deck.
Beeler, who grew up in Santa Ana and spent
most of his retirement in Santa Barbara, is a
resident of Air Force Village West, near March
Air Reserve Base. Recent back surgery has left
him reliant on a walker, but his memories are as
vibrant as ever.
He remembers enlisting at 19, learning to fly
a P-51 fighter and being on his way to Saipan to
get ready for the invasion of Japan . Then the
United States dropped its atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki .
The war was over, and Beeler was sent
home. Unlike many of his fellow pilots who left
the service, Beeler stayed in. He learned to fly
the Air Force’s first jets and then trained others
to fly them.
Then the U-2 program caught his eye. “I
wanted to fly the latest,” he said. There were
never more than 24 pilots in the program, he
said. In 1958, he entered the program. He spent
seven years flying missions high above the
Earth  out of the range of other planes and most
contd... pg 9 l
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U-2 contd...
other defenses  in the long-winged, lightweight
plane.
It was not an easy task, he said. As a plane
climbs in altitude and the air thins, it must go
faster to avoid a stall. The higher it climbs, the
faster it needs to fly. Above 70,000 feet, the
critical stall speed approaches the plane’s Mach
speed, or the speed of sound somewhere above
650 mph at that altitude. If that barrier is
crossed, the shock waves can break the plane
apart. U-2 pilots usually had a window of less
than 12 mph between the two speeds. They had
to keep the plane within that window for hours at
a time.
CLOSE CALLS
Beeler learned the hard way what it meant to
violate that window. He was above Louisiana on
a night flight when he reached Mach speed. “It
tore the tail off,” he said. “The plane flipped over,
and that tore the wing off.” The plane fell apart,
he said, and at 78,000 feet, “I’m out in space.
That’s a long way down.”
Fortunately, he was in a pressure suit with
oxygen and had a parachute. After a long
freefall, he opened his chute and found himself
floating toward the ground. To his right, he could
see lights on the ground. To his left, the same.
But beneath him, all was black. He remembered
he was over Louisiana “I said, ‘That looks like a
swamp.’ ” It was.
“I landed in a big cypress tree,” he said. “My
chute got caught and swung me into the trunk.”

Telling the story, Beeler reached down
toward his calf, “I always kept a doublebladed
knife in my pocket,” he said. He was able to cut
himself free of the parachute and use the ties to
lash himself to the tree. He took off his helmet
and dropped it into the darkness below. There
was a distant splash. “All I could think about was
alligators and cottonmouths in the swamp,” he
said.
Lucky for Beeler, the breakup of his plane
had been spotted on radar. Within an hour and a
half a rescue helicopter was overhead.
Another close call came over Cuba . Beeler
said MiG jets would fly beneath the U-2 planes,
at about 50,000 feet. The fighter pilots would
sometimes attempt to reach the spy planes by
turning on their afterburners and flying straight
up, higher than the MiGs were capable of
operating effectively. A Cuban pilot’s effort was
particularly memorable, Beeler said. “I look back
and there’s this MiG tumbling about 50 feet off
my wing,” he said. The plane was so close that
he could see the pilot’s face.
Remembering, Beeler turned his hand
cockeyed in front of his face. “His goggles were
like this and his face was … ” The sentence
ends in a grimace, Beeler’s eyes and mouth
wide. “He was sure scared up there.”
Beeler took the U-2 on numerous missions
over Cuba , providing information on the
country’s armaments and the strength of its air
force. Images from U-2 flights, he said, showed
that Castro had only a few dozen bombers
instead of the more than 400 he had claimed.
At one point, Beeler said, President John F.
Kennedy stopped by the U-2 headquarters in
Del Rio , Texas , to talk to the pilots. “He said,
‘You guys gave me information that prevented
World War III at least twice,’ ” Beeler said.
AMAZING IMAGES
Sometimes the U-2’s highresolution, longrange camera captured images that had nothing
to do with national security.
During one Cuban mission, Beeler spent
some time following the coastline. Afterward, he
was called into the lab by the man in charge of
analyzing the film. “He showed me a picture of
this Cuban gal sunbathing nude on the beach,”
Beeler said. “It was so clear I could see she had
blue eyes. (The analyst) said, ‘The only film
these guys want to work with is your film.’ ”
contd.. pg 10
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U-2

AFTER THE U-2

Returning from another mission, he took
some images over San Diego . Later, he was
shown a photo of a man sitting in his backyard
reading the paper. “I could read the headline on
the newspaper,” he said.
Beeler is semi-famous among pilots for
landing his U-2 on an aircraft carrier. The
landing followed a mission over northeast
Russia . The U-2’s 80-foot wingspan meant it
could only go a short distance before it collided
with the superstructure of the ship. Because of
the ship’s speed and a headwind, Beeler said he
was able to touch down and come to a stop in
about five feet.
“When I came aboard they had a ceremony
welcoming the Air Force into the Navy. I said, ‘I
don’t have much I like about the Navy except
one thing,’ ” he said. That one thing was the
Navy pilots’ leather jackets. Before he left the
ship the following day, the captain had given him
one. It lasted.
“I gave it to my son last week,” he said.

- 10 -

Among the military photos and plaques on
the wall of his room is a framed row of medals
from his service, including the Distinguished
Service Cross. He points to the photo of one
plane, a B-46. “It was the God-almighty
bomber,” he said. But he declined a chance to
fly those planes. “I didn’t like the mission,” he
said. “Go out and drop bombs. I wanted to shoot
things up.”
After he left the service, in 1965, Beeler said
he worked on the Apollo 5 program for three
years. He was in charge of purchasing the
equipment for the swing arm on the launch
tower, he said.
He spent the next 25 years selling airplanes.
He had his own dealership in the Santa Barbara
area.
When his wife, Mary, developed Alzheimer’s
disease, he retired to take care of her. After five
years, he felt he needed help, so he moved with
her to Air Force Village West, which has a
nursing home on its campus. “She lasted 11
days after I brought her here,” Beeler said. “I
guess I kept her about as long as I could.”
The couple, who were married for 65 years,
had two sons. The elder son lives in Corona and
comes to see him most days, Beeler said. For
Veterans Day, he said, he doesn’t have any big
plans. “I’ll probably sleep late,” he said.

VETERAN LICENSE PLATES
California drivers will soon be able to proudly
display their veteran status by reserving VETERAN
license plates. A new law brought the California
specialty license plates back by the popular demand
of disappointed veterans who learned a couple of
years ago that the VETERAN license plate which had
been available was replaced by a version that read
“Honoring Veterans.” Honoring Veterans license
plates are still available.
According to the new law which approved the
VETERAN plate, CalVet must collect and hold prepaid license plate applications until 7,500 are
received before the Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) will actually produce the VETERAN plates.
Once that threshold is crossed, DMV will produce the
plates and take responsibility for processing future
applications. That same “hold and wait” process
applies to all new specialty license plates approved in
California.
VETERAN license plates can be customized with
the distinctive military branch or veterans service
organization logo of choice. Proceeds from the sale
of these plates help support efforts of CalVet and 56
county veteran service offices to connect veterans
and their families with the benefits and services they
have earned through military service.
For more information or to reserve your
VETERAN license plates, go to www.calvet.ca.
gov/VetServices/VeteransPlate.aspx. Download the
application or call CalVet at (877) 741-8532 toll free
to request a VETERAN license plate application be
mailed to you. “Honoring Veterans” license plates
are available now and can be ordered by following
the link provided above.
The veteran license plate program is a partnership
between the California Department of Veterans
Affairs the California Department of Motor Vehicles,
and the California Association of County Veterans
Services Officers, Inc.
___________________________
SOURCE: CAL VET Newsletter
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TRICARE Retiree Dental Program

AUXILIARY CORNER
Affordable Care Act

It is now the law that every American has to have
health insurance coverage. How will the Affordable
Care Act (ACA), commonly known as “Obamacare,”
affect service members and military retirees and their
families and survivors?
The vast majority of active duty service members
and their families will see no change in their
coverage as a result of the ACA. The only changes
will be fee increases, which occur by law. TRICARE
fees may not increase by more than the annual
COLA. Military retirees under the age of 65 will see
a COLA in their TRICARE fees. Annual TRICARE
TRICARE Retiree Dental Program
Prime fees will be $273.84 for individuals and
$547.68 for families. TRICARE Young Adult
Contractor
monthly fees will increase from $176 to $180 for the
The'TRICARE'Re9ree'Dental'Program'contractor'is
TRICARE Prime option, while the fees for the
Delta'Dental.'You'can'sign'up'online'with'Delta'Dental'to:
TRICARE Standard option will increase from $152
''''View'beneﬁts
to $156 a month.
''''Manage'enrollment
Those who are on the Civilian Health and Medical
''''Add'or'delete'family'members
''''Make'a'payment
Program for the Department of Veterans Affairs, or
''''Track'your'claims
CHAMPVA, also are covered completely under the
ACA.
TRICARE for Life (TFL) meets the minimum
Dental Coverage
standards
under the ACA, however, the requirement
The'TRICARE'Re9ree'Dental'Program'covers:
that all TFL beneficiaries enroll in TRICARE
''''Exams,'cleanings,'ﬂuorides,'sealants,'and'xSrays
Pharmacy Home Delivery begins Feb. 14. Part of the
''''Fillings
''''Root'canals
2013 National Defense Authorization Act, this was a
''''Gum'surgery
compromise to avoid tripling pharmacy copayments.
''''Oral'surgery'and'extrac9ons
All TFL beneficiaries must enroll in home
''''Crowns'and'dentures
delivery through Express Scripts for maintenance
''''Orthodon9cs
medications and remain in the program for a year,
You can see a full list of benefits at www.trdp.org.
after which beneficiaries may opt out of the program.
Contact'Delta'Dental
Express Scripts might issue individual waivers on a
Stateside: 1-888-838-8737
case-by- case basis. Nursing home patients and those
Overseas: (AT&T USADirect Access Number) + 866-721-8737
who use a military treatment facility are exempt.
Or'visit'www.trdp.org
Enroll online or by calling Express Scripts at (877)
Auxiliary Contd..
363-1303.
To keep abreast of this, visit MOAA’s Web Base.
However, Congress and DoD have proposed fee
You can take action by emailing a MOAA-prepared
increases for TRICARE and TFL. MOAA is against
message to your senators and representatives. For
these proposed fee increases and is fighting the issue
those without Internet access, you may call MOAA’s
by educating Congress that claims that military health
Member Service Center at (800) 234-MOAA (6622)
care costs are spiraling out of control are untrue. We
for help with any of your concerns.
all must remain vigilant to protect the health care
___________________________
benefits that have been earned through military
SOURCE: MOAA/Kathy Prout, Vice Chair,
service.
Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee
Contd....'at'the'bo,om'column'on'le1'side
- 12 The'TRICARE'Re9ree'Dental'Program'is'a'voluntary
dental'plan.'You'can'sign'up'if'you're'a:
''''Re9red'service'member
''''Family'member'of'a're9red'service'member
''''Re9red'Guard/Reserve'member
''''Family'member'of're9red'Guard/Reserve'member
''''Medal'of'Honor'recipient
''''Family'member'of'Medal'of'Honor'recipient
''''Survivor
'The'plan'is'available'in'the'United'States'and'all
overseas'areas.

Advisory Committee

A NEW FILM IN
PRE-PRODUCTION

MAJ GEN (R) John Bianchi – Former Commanding General of
the California State Military Reserve

A Solemn Promise
America’s Missing in Action

LTC (R) Robert K Brown – Owner and Publisher of Soldier of
Fortune magazine
Ms Arden McConnell – Former Special Representative to the
Commanding General of the California National Guard and
Special Assistant to Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.

Storyteller Films
Website: storytellerfilms.tv

Mr Ron Miller – Veterans Adviser, National League of POWMIA Families
Mr Kim Dawson – Owner of Skydog Productions and
Independent Producer at Universal Studios, Florida; former
Director of Original Programming for Showtime Networks
Mr John Zimmerlee – Executive Director of the Korean and
Cold War POW/MIA Network
COL (R) Bill Fortier – Former Military Aide to the Governor of
California and Former Aide to the Commanding General of the
California National Guard, Vietnam Veteran
LTC (R) Tom Lasser – Consultant for Military Connection.com,
Vietnam Veteran, Army Helicopter Pilot

Richard Jellerson’s Background
There are still over 83,000 MIA’s out there
somewhere…
A DOD Unit, JPAC, looks for, ID’s and returns those
still missing for a funeral with full military honors.
This film tells that story and about the families
members still waiting.

10-Minute Film Trailer
storytellerfilms.tv
Richard Jellerson - Storyteller Films
(626) 355-0260
Email: richard@storytellerfilms.tv
Website: http://storytellerfilms.tv/
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Storyteller's owner and principal creative is Richard
Jellerson. During the filmmaking process, professional,
dedicated craftsmen from various disciplines & guilds
collaborate with Storyteller. Surrounded by talented
creative individuals, ideas and input flowing, the films come
to life.
Jellerson grew up in Southern California. He received a
Bachelor of Business from Cal State University Los
Angeles in 1975 then did a year of law school before
gravitating toward addressing a compelling thirst to be
creative…but not before serving 2 tours of duty in Vietnam
as an Army helicopter pilot, the first as a combat pilot and
the second tour as the personal pilot for General Abrams.
Blustering his way into the advertising industry by
convincing a small agency in Seattle that he could write he
then learned the craft of filmmaking by writing, directing
and producing commercials and corporate films.
Contd.... pg 14

Jellerson contd...
The last few years have seen his focus shift to doing
documentary films exclusively including a two-hour special
for The History Channel on Chopper pilots in Vietnam.
Jellerson has traveled extensively around the world
returning always to Southern California. Writing and
traveling are his passions. Filmmaking is a rewarding outlet
for those passions.
Production Notes:
Our vision is to produce a film of the highest production
value, worthy of theatrical-release. Placed on HBO or PBS
it would run un-cut at 90 minutes. Cut for network
broadcast it would be a 2-hour film, allowing for commercial
breaks.
The film, A Solemn Promise, America’s Missing in
Action, will be expanded from the 10-minute Trailer which
is located on our website at storytellerfilms.tv along with
our other films.

A Solemn Promise
America’s Missing in Action
Storyteller Original Films Treatment © 2013
(Presently In Pre-Production)

"We will leave no one behind!"
“These words, this promise - kept running through my
mind as I lifted my helicopter off the tarmac for my first
combat mission in Vietnam. What I didn't realize at the
time was that this solemn promise - from my country to me
- was meant to be kept forever…but I was lucky and I
came home safely.”
However, America still has over 83,000 service
members who haven’t come home yet from our wars
dating back to the beginning of World War II. They are still
listed as “Missing in Action.”
Proudly, our nation never stops searching for its lost
warriors.
America is the only country that believes our fallen
should always be recovered and repatriated with their
families to be buried on American soil. This cinematically
powerful and emotional story will be told in this
documentary film.
The film will witness the incredible lengths our country
goes to find, identify, and honorably return the remains of
- 14 -

our MIAs. These amazing, often highly hazardous
searches are performed in our old battlefields by an
organization known as JPAC, which stands for: "Joint
Prisoner of War - Missing in Action Accounting Command".
Recovered remains are taken to JPAC's laboratories to
establish positive ID through DNA and dental records.
This is a real life "Indiana Jones" meets "CSI". After
careful and meticulous identification, any living relatives
are respectfully notified. Even if there are no surviving
family members, the warrior's remains are given a full
Military Honor Guard burial. This film will show the viewer
all the intricate rituals, rich pageantry and honor of these
ceremonies.
Millions of our MIAs’ extended family members are
haunted…they still wonder how their loved ones were lost?
Could they still be alive? Did they die alone? What
happened to them? Will they ever have closure?
And, finally, what about that “solemn promise”? This
documentary film offers hope for the families of the still
missing MIAs and for all Americans as well.
This is the story of how America keeps its promises.
The long-form film will see more MIA family interviews,
original footage of ceremonies and JPAC investigations as
depicted in the 10-minute Trailer. Families will be
interviewed in front of a green screen. Postproduction, we
will see footage of that family’s home movies behind them.
Also, stock footage of the era in which their loss was
suffered will help the audience truly embrace how long
some of these families have been waiting.
We will illustrate, through reenactments, the horrifying
reality of a family being notified about their missing loved
one. Computer generation and Anime will illustrate the last
known mission and the extrapolated or presumed action
resulting in the loss of the service member.
Filming will take place in Hawaii at the JPAC
headquarters and laboratories as well as with JPAC teams
searching in old battlefields. Additionally, we will film the
unique JPAC laboratory located in San Antonio, Texas
containing artifacts from military equipment and aircraft
from all our wars. We will film the pageantry, ceremony
and honor bestowed on the repatriated remains of an MIA
interred at Arlington Cemetery. Primarily, of course, the
film will take us into American homes hearing directly from
families dealing with their loss, their hope, and their need
for closure.
Richard Jellerson
Storyteller Films

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035
Membership Application and Renewal Form Date________________
Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues: $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted) Donations to SVC Fund
$__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________ Donations to PAWS
$__________ Donation to USO $__________ (All Donations are Tax Deductible)
Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/_________
Last
First
MI
Rank
Service
Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.)
Apt/Suite
City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
5 Digit 4 Digit
Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________
SVC Dues are due 1 February and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support
the Bulletin and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated.
Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds
listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
For present members we are trying to update and enhance our records; so please provide
the month and year you joined the SVC. _______________
Are you a National MOAA Member?_____________

LUNCHEON

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA

DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood.

Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 11 April
If you have not sent in your reservation form by the above date and still wish to attend,
please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM
Please reserve _______ places for the 17 April Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC
Mailto:

LTCJayCraddock,
1448 Fallen Leaf Lane,
Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

