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6 Sept Board Meeting 10:00 AM
20 Sept Luncheon 11:00 AM

4 Oct Board Meeting 10:00 AM
18 Oct SF Coast Guard 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

20 September 2012

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

LCDR Ted Robinson, USNR (RET)

Rescuing JFK
and

Other Stories

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

The difference between genius and 
stupidity is that genius has its limits. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

W ith half the year already 
behind us, SVC members 

have seen some positive activities 
from the Chapter. New members 
have joined the chapter and we 
have also encouraged growth in 
National MOAA; our interaction 
with National MOAA goes in both 
directions – we receive funds for 
SVC use for each National mem-
ber we add and National is reach-
ing out to their members who live 
in this area who are not yet part of 
SVC, urging them to join the Chap-
ter.  

To better communicate within 
this Chapter, a new eBulletin is 
accessible on our club web site; 
details are included in this print 
document on page 4. Our lunch 
programs have been informative, 
helped keep current members 
on board and serve to recruit 
additional participants in Chapter 
activities. Contact with San Jose 
State University student Veterans 
organization was described in 
the June Bulletin; look for more 
interaction on that as the school 
year opens. SVC supported the 
retention of the radar tower at 
Mount Umunhum with letters to 
the Mid-Peninsula Open Space 
Board and the San Jose Mercury. 
Many SVC members signed the 
petition circulated in favor of 
keeping the historical icon in place 
to remind all citizens of those who 
served at that isolated lookout 
during the Cold War. I appeared at 
the public hearing/workshop to add 
the SVC position to the many other 
supporting voices. 

Chapter finances are on track 
to meet our obligations but more 
help in supporting scholarships 

will keep that program healthy; 
use the donation designation on the 
lunch reservation or renewal form 
if you can participate. First Vice 
President Lt Col Mike Sampognaro 
brought the Moffett Armed Forces 
Community Covenant to the 
board’s attention and we took part 
in that inaugural event; a report is 
on page 5 of this Bulletin.  

In summary, the 
accomplishments for the first half 
of 2012 describe an organization 
that serves our members and 
provides support for activities 
to honor the many who keep our 
nation secure.

One part of our mission 
deserves more attention from those 
who are National members; use the 
tools they provide - every email 
or postcard sent to a legislator 
counts! We who are retired can 
communicate more fruitfully to 
legislators than active duty folks 
who are worried about their careers 
and maintaining benefits.   B

Paul

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER

T he chapter’s September speak-
er will be LCDR Ted Robin-

son, USNR (RET), who has gone 
back to the sea - all the way back 
to 1943 when he served in a fate-
ful PT boat battle and later helped 
rescue John F. Kennedy. He related 
this compelling wartime account in 
a March 2012 book, “Water in My 
Veins.”

His presentation is likely to 
be characterized as a thoroughly 
entertaining, tragic-comedic roller 
coaster ride of politically incorrect 
candor, perhaps a bit on the salty 
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side as was standard in some WWII 
situations. 

As the Radar Officer of the lead 
boat in the attack, Robinson is 
probably the best still-living person 
to know what happened when a 
Japanese destroyer rammed JFK’s 
boat. He was one of 12 men who 
went in on the boat that rescued 
him, and was the first to talk to JFK 
and his crew as to what happened 
during and after the ramming. JFK’s 
sole hospital tent mate for two 
months after losing his own PT boat, 
Robinson acquired unique insight 
into the character, personality, and 
perspectives of John F. Kennedy 
in times of crisis and repose. There he 
learned first-hand JFK’s version of it all.

He graduated from Duke 
University - which qualified him 
to become a Navy Officer. From 
novice ensign as a “suicide sailor” 
on PT Boats to the youngest CO of 
an LST in the Navy, Robinson will 
offer sea stories, including some 
of the most compelling first-hand 
accounts of intense, under-fire, 
behind enemy lines WW II combat, 
perhaps including his desperate 
attempt as Captain of a Landing Ship 
Tank (LST), to extract an Army unit 
trapped behind enemy lines under 
fire and during a typhoon!

Concluding with his post-war 
business career at Pac-Bell, LCDR 
Robinson’s book “Water in My 
Veins” is a fine read from one 
of the very best of the “Greatest 
Generation” to serve this country 
during war and peace. Former 
California First Lady, Maria 
Shriver has called, Robinson’s 
autobiography, an “incredible story 
of overcoming challenges and of 
great courage during World War 
II.” President Kennedy’s niece 

commended Commander Robinson 
in a letter of appreciation, saying, “I 
so enjoyed your amazing story that 
weaves your life into a patchwork 
of events that is truly inspirational.” 

The speaker will have copies of 
his book available for purchase. B

Source: Biography

NEW CHAPTER MEMBERS
CAPT Mega, Anthony J USN, 

550 Moreland Way, Santa Clara, 
CA 95054, 408.642.1888, Joined 
2/12/12, Spouse Niki  

CDR Glanzman, Denman P, 
USN, 5648 Silver Leaf Rd, San Jose, 
CA, 95138-1647, 409.226.4642, 
Joined 2/14/12, Spouse Marty

LTC Shepard, Robert P, USA, 
624 Oakridge Dr, Los Altos, CA 
94024, 650.948.4069, Joined 
4/19/12, Spouse Mary 

COL Butow, Steven J, USAF, 
1525 Hill Ave, San Jose, CA, 
95125-2412, 650.255.4805, Joined 
5/17/12, Spouse Michelle

2LT Roth, Jonathan P, USNG, 
1210 Bellevue Ave #205, 
Burlingame, CA 94010-4030   
650.346.5099, Joined 6/25/12, 
Spouse Susan

CAPT Molinari, Peter L, USA, 
209 Martinvale Ln, San Jose, CA, 
95119-1838, 408.226.5329, Joined 
6/24/12, Spouse Phyllis

LTC Wendt, Richard J, USAF, 
1665 Lyle Drive, San Jose, CA  
95129, 408.865.1475, Joined 
6/25/12, Spouse Mary

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS
The following are new national 

MOAA members recruited by the 

chapter since January 2012.
MAJ Jason Cullinane, USA, 

Mtn. View, 3 March
Capt Daniel Drag, ANG, 

Sunnyvale, 6 February
Capt Hung Nguyen, ANG, 

Milpitas, 6 February
Capt Brandon Pablo, ANG, San 

Jose, 6 February
Cadet Ryan Vega, AFROTC, 

Fremont, 17 February 
Capt Jimmy Weidman, ANG, 

Daly City, 6 February
1LT Aldo Zilli, USAR, Davis, 9 

February

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

C adet Allen C. Sze, Santa Clara 
University ROTC Bronco 

Battalion, was given a $1,000 schol-
arship for calendar year 2012. Upon 
graduation from Cupertino High 
School, he planned to join the Ma-
rine Corps; however, his parents en-
couraged him to try a senior ROTC 
program. The rest is history.

Allen is a platoon TAC, and is 
responsible for training, advising, 
and counseling other cadets. He 
instructs cadets in basic military 
skills such as battle drills, D & C, 
land navigation, first aid, and formal 
inspections. He evaluates junior 
leaders and provides feedback about 

Continued on Page 4
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what behaviors should be sustained and 
those where improvement is needed.

He is a Justice Studies major and 
has completed 104 units with a last 
semester grade point average of 3.5 
and overall average of 3.4. He is 
currently enrolled in JS 159, Senior 
Seminar; JS 170, Student Internship, 
where he is pursuing practical 
skills for Landmark Protections 
as an Operations Manager intern. 
In addition, he is taking JS 120, 
Juvenile Justice and JS 135, White 
Collar Crime.

Allen has a strong interest in the 
justice system and hopes to pursue a 
career in administration of justice once 
he has completed his Army duties.

Upon graduation and 
commissioning as a second 
lieutenant he will attend the Basic 
Officer Leadership Course at 
Fort Lee, Virginia. He chose the 
Transportation Corps because 
a branch representative advised 
him that skills learned would be 
directly transferable to a civilian 
occupation, and Cadet Sze is already 
planning his post-Army career. B

Source: Cadet Sze

THE eBULLETIN

I n addition to The Bulletin 
this chapter is pleased to an-

nounce that the SVC has released to 
our website, http://svc-moaa,org, an 
electronic bulletin, which is to aug-
ment this publication. It will have 
the same and similar information, 
and will include additional informa-
tion and links to other locations we 
feel will be helpful to our members. 
Other than entering the 21st centu-
ry, it is the intent that the eBulletin 

shall also be of benefit and interest 
to younger members of our chapter 
and bring forward new members. 
The eBulletin, not being page limit-
ed, will also make it possible for in-
terested members to submit articles 
of interest (including pictures).

We suggest you take a look at the 
eBullein, and keep in mind that it 
is in its infancy and will smoothly 
progress into a mature publication, 
especially with your constructive 
feedback. Please forward your 
comments to the undersigned. B

LTC Neil Miles (eBulletin Acting 
Editor) njmelm@gmail.com

USEFUL PUBLICATIONS

T he Military Officers Associa-
tion of America offers Silicon 

Valley Chapter serving and retired 
members a wide variety of useful 
publications.

These are new publications for 
the serving officer:

*Military Entitlements: Benefits 
for the Guard and Reserve 
Retirement pay; medical and non-
medical benefits; survivor benefits.

*Survivor Benefit Plan: Security 
for Your Survivors; the plan; 
benefits; offsets; keeping pace with 
life’s changes.

*Family Matters: A Personal 
Inventory for Peace of Mind: 
Record keeping; financial 
information; insurance; wills and 

other arrangements.
*Seven Steps to a Better Military 

Retirement/Options: The job search; 
financial plan; protecting assets.

*Marketing Yourself for a Second 
Career: A Guide for a Successful 
Transition: Basic decisions; the 
resume; networking; expanding the 
job search; interviews & negotiation. 

*Focus on You: A Career 
Handbook for Military Spouses: 
Career decision-making; job search 
methodology; finding a mentor; 
making contact; dress for success; 
references; negotiating; strategic 
career options; federal employment.

*Guard/Reserve Retirement 
Checklist: Eligibility notification; 
SBP options, retirement physical; 
TRICARE options; dental plan; 
survivor’s ID card; statement of 
retirement points; DD 214 and other 
records.

*Security on Call: Survivor 
Benefits for Guard & Reserve: 
Survivor benefit plan; eligibility 
and enrollment; costs and benefits; 
commonly asked questions.

The following publications 
should be of particular interest to 
the retired officer.

*Help Your Survivors Now: A 
Guide to Planning Ahead: Financial 
benefits; continuing entitlements; 
personal affairs workbook

*Estate Planning: The Basics: 
Wills; powers of attorney; how 
assets transfer; trusts; federal estate 
taxes; special situations; gifting; 
life-stages checklist.

*Aging Into Medicare and 
TRICARE for Life: Program 
descriptions; eligibility; transition; 
pharmacy benefit; information 
resources and checklists.

*Turning the Corner: Surviving 
the Loss of a Loved One: Grief; 
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COMMISSARy

W hile shopping at the Com-
missary, I had an oppor-

tunity to meet with our new Store 
Director, Raul Abrego. He said that 
the Commissary “looks good for the 
foreseeable future”. When quizzed 
about a gas station, PX, etc., he 
stated “No, no word on that. We are 
considered to be a ‘small store’. The 

only military are the folks who come 
out for Reserve training and that is 
once per month. There is the Air Na-
tional Guard on the East side of the 
runway, but no large contingent.”

There is a depletion of the retired 
military population due to elders 
moving away or into Assisted 
Living.

Mr Abrego said that if a person 
wants a food item not on our shelves, 
to let him know and he’ll be happy 
to order it for you from the Travis 
Commissary. Disabled elders can 
have an “Assisted shopping helper” 
call the store, 650-603-9983, or 
e-mail raul.abrego@deca.mil.

COMMUNITy COVENANT

C hapter representatives turned 
out Saturday, 18 August, 

at NASA-Ames parade ground, 
10:00am to 2:00pm, to participate 
in the Moffett Field Community 
Covenant, a new local effort to in-
troduce timely programs and servic-
es for uniformed service members, 
wounded warriors, and their fami-
lies. Opening ceremonies included a 
keynote speaker and Covenant sign-
ing ceremony. A Veterans resource 
fair got underway at 11:00am along 
with a military kids connection 
event.

This Armed Forces Covenant 
made it possible for the community 
to commit to build partnerships that 
support the strength, resilience, 
readiness and reintegration of 
military members, Veterans, and 
their families; provide needed 
resources; develop and promote 
outreach events; and demonstrate 
understanding that the strength of 
our military members and Veterans 
comes from the strength of 
their families and support of the 
community’s employers, educators, 
service providers, civic and business 
leaders, and citizens.

The Armed Forces Community 
Covenant was launched April 17, 
2008 with a community signing 
ceremony in Columbus, Georgia. 
Since then, community members in 
48 states, three territories, and the 
District of Columbia have signed 
over 450 Community Covenants. 

types of loss; states of grieving; a 
helping hand; signs you’re getting 
better; survivor’s checklist.

For information on these and 
other similar publications,  call 
(800) 234-6622 or visit  this 
website:  www.moaa.org.  B

Store hours are posted, as 
well as other information. B

Mrs Patricia Pogue
Auxiliary Liaison

The Armed Forces Community 
Covenant is tailored to the local 
level, with leaders at both local 
and state levels participating in 
covenant signing ceremonies 
recognizing the strength of military 
service members, veterans and their 
families, and the support of the local 
community.

With Moffett Federal Airfield 
now a significant center for active, 
Guard, and Reserve forces, the 
Community Covenant is dedicated 
to reaching the hundreds of men and 
women who need the support of the 
community before, during, and after 
their military service. As Americans, 
we all have to come together to take 
care of veterans and the families 
left behind. The Community 
Covenant is an excellent forum for 
communities to show their support 
and get involved.

All kinds of activities took 
place on the lawns. Employers 
had registered and made an effort 
to hire military personnel; more 
than forty organizations were set 
up at tables providing a wide range 
of opportunities and resources; 
service providers were involved 
with sharing and networking; and 
community members came to show 
appreciation and support.  

Silicon Valley Chapter members 
were proud to be on hand, display 
the chapter’s banner, provide 
a variety of printed material 
resources, and in general serve 
the local military community. B
Source:  Moffett Community Covenant

BAKHTIAR COUNTRy
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 

Continued on Page 6
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accompanied her husband, MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space

S ometime after our Caspian 
camping trip Majid Bakhtiar 

invited us to come down to one of 
his villages southwest of Tehran 
in Bakhtiar country. With us were 
Kay and Tess, Mary Gharagozlou 
de Bouvier, Curt from the embassy 
and Guy, a public health doctor. We 
crowded into an overnight Pullman 
and after a cramped and restless 
night we awoke to a lovely spring-
time morning ride through a beauti-
ful green mountainous countryside. 
It was rough and wild, tame and 
sweet, green and rocky, with an oc-
casional meadow-like orchard. And 
tunnel, after tunnel, after tunnel.

As we neared Andimeshk about 
noon the train was buzzed a couple 
times by Majid in his Beechcraft, 
each time coming perilously close to 
the telephone wires. And this was to 
be the next leg of our journey:  Majid 
and his plane. Dr. Radji, who had 
set my broken leg and had become a 
good friend of ours, happened to be 
traveling to Ahwaz on our train. He 
asked me if we were really going to 
be foolish enough to fly with such a 
daredevil as Majid. When I replied 
that I was afraid that was the case, 
he crossed his heart with his hand, 
shook my hand gravely, pulled 
out his handkerchief to wipe away 
pretend tears and said a mournful 
goodbye, pretending that would be 
the last time he’d ever see me alive 
again.

Majid’s plane held only three 
passengers so that he would have 
to make three trips flying us all 
down to his village. Dana and I 
immediately decided that we would 

not fly together so that if bad came 
to worse, our boys would be left 
with at least one parent. I flew on 
the first shuttle with Guy and Curt. 
We pulled straight up from the 
dusty little airfield, made a sharp 
turn and dive bombed down on the 
rest of our party standing at the edge 
of the little dirt field! Then we flew 
southward very close to the ground. 
I had no idea how fast we were 
flying, but it seemed like hundreds 
of miles an hour. I must say it was 
very thrilling. I am sure, however, 
not so thrilling for the nomads as we 
flew low over their tents scattering 
their sheep in every direction.

We landed in a wheat field near 
a village. Majid’s brakes were not 
working right and in order to stop 
the plane he had to taxi around and 
around in the field of wheat to slow 
the plane down until he could get it 
stopped. There were horses waiting 
for us and we rode into a little 
village to wait for the others. They 
had rugs and pillows on the floor 
of a little mud building that had no 
windows and lots of flies and there 
we were to wait for the rest of our 
party to come. However, after we’d 
been served tea and been liberally 
Emshee’d (Iranian Flit), we killed 
the time wandering through the 
dusty little village. When we were 
finally all together there was a 
chicken kebab lunch ready for us in 
the village and after eating we rode 
horses to Majid’s village.

His house stood apart from 
the village across a muddy little 
creek. We were greeted warmly 
by Jeanette and her French mother 
and some ten other houseguests 
who were there already, most of 
them French and most busy playing 
bridge which we soon learned was 

SPACE-A

T rip notes - went to Travis for 
a CALMOAA meeting on 

6/30. Called ahead and stayed at 
the Tradewind Inn visitor’s quarters 
on base. New and well furnished 
with large screen TVs in the lobby 
showing all the Space-A travel op-
portunities; 400 rooms and another 
100 in adjacent older structures. 
Desk clerks said 50% of the time 

no reservations needed. Nearby 
“co-located Officers and Enlisted 
club” had marginal food service 
- there are better places for meals 
on base. But the accommodations 
are best I’ve seen compared to oth-
ers including the Naval Station San 
Diego which has about the same # 
of rooms and no Space-A travel but 
good visitor attractions. Rate for 
Travis was a BARGIN - $39/night. 
It is a much better setup than Wright 
Patterson AFB where I stayed 
a couple of nights in June; rack 
rate was $39/night there too.  B

CAPT Paul Barrish

the main preoccupation. Majid was 
organizing a hunt, however, about 
which we were enthusiastic, and in 
a day or two Dana and I, along with 
Majid, some of the other guests and a 
great many tribesmen headed out on 
horseback on a wild boar hunt. B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott-



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve_____ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer____Widow(er)_____ 

National MOAA Member____When did you join SVC_MOAA or PROC?____________

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.

This Space
For Rent

This Space
For Rent

Michael Sampognaro
LTC USAF(RET)

1645 San Pedro Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
www.morganhillcellars.com
408 779 7389 Fax 408 779 9083 michael@morganhillcellars.com
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Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
September 2012

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 14 September

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   20 September Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN yOUR PAyMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |
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