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5 July Board Meeting 10:00 AM
26 July Luncheon 11:00 AM

2 Aug Board Meeting 10:00 AM
NO LUNCHEON IN AUGUST

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

26 July
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

LTC ROGER DONG
USAF (Ret)

1st Vice President
Association of Former Intelligence Officers

Northern California Chapter

What’s Going On In China?

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Remember - Neither Luncheon or Bulletin for August
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Doing business without advertising 
is like winking at a girl in the 
dark - you know what you are 
doing, but nobody else does. B

SPACE-A

S o far in 2007 more than 
11,000 passengers have 

traveled Space-A in, out, or through 
Europe; in all of 2006, that number 

was around 31,000. 
But now changes are 
on the way for service 
members, families, 
and military retirees 
who use the service.

According to 
the Air Mobility Command, the 
popular Patriot Express program 
operates eight weekly routes that 
pass through Europe. All but one of 

them fly on to countries the military 
refers to as “Southwest Asia.” A 
change of regulations is on the way 
which will allow dependents to 
travel without the sponsor as long 
as they carry a letter authorizing 
travel.

One route, originating at 
Baltimore with stops at Lajes Field 
in the Azores and Aviano Air Base 
in Italy, will no longer operate after 
the end of the fiscal year.

Some of the flights are changing, 
but trips to Aviano, Sigonella, and 
Naples in Italy; Souda Bay, Greece; 
Rota, Spain; and Lajes, Azores will 
all be available. Travel to Turkey 
will not be authorized. The Patriot 
Express’ main mission is ferrying 
duty passengers, and Space-A 
travel is limited to those seats 
remaining after duty passengers 
have boarded. More information 
on Space-A is available at http://
www.amc.af.mil.

While in Hawaii, we encountered 
some Space-A travelers who put 
us on to the following website: 
www.pepperd.com. It is not an 
official government website but 
it has a lot of good information 
input by various Space-A travelers 
(e.g., flight schedules, ground 
transportation, Space-A trip 
reports, Space-lodging, and more). 
Try it out. It’s good reading and 
may be helpful in your travels. B

CDR Al Eagye

EyEGLASSES

T here was a web site for 
ordering free military 

eyeglasses that I had bookmarked on 

AUXILIARy MEMBERS 
TO BECOME REGULAR 

MEMBERS?

T he Board has had a 
longstanding desire to 

get more involvement by auxiliary 
members, such as serving on 
committees, director-at-large, or 
assistant treasurer. To that end I 
introduced a motion at the last 
board meeting that would allow 
auxiliaries to become members 
with all the rights and privileges 
attached thereto. It would also allow 
individuals eligible for auxiliary 
membership to apply directly for 
membership. Needless to say, 
becoming a Member includes 
paying dues.

The motion failed for technical 
reasons, but the board asked me 
to submit to you, the members, 
a concept of the bylaws change 
I would propose, and it is for that 
reason that I write to you today.

The concept is as follows:
Auxiliary members and 

individuals otherwise qualified for 
auxiliary membership may apply 
for membership by completing an 
application and paying the current 
membership dues. Such election 
is strictly voluntary and current 
auxiliaries and future auxiliaries 
are free to choose auxiliary 
membership.

If you would like to discuss 
this change, call any director 
listed in this Bulletin, or 
call me at 408.371.8118. B

COL Klaas W. van der Molen
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my computer and used some 5 years 
or so ago. When I tried it the other 
day, it wouldn’t work. I searched 
the web, found nothing, then made 
a few phone calls and the following 
was taken from one of the Navy’s 
web sites – and edited:

INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
ORDERING EyEGLASSES
FOR RETIRED MILITARy 

PERSONNEL
If you are retired military, and 

eligible for other medical services, 
you are authorized to receive one 
pair of Standard Issue spectacles per 
year. These Standard Issue Frames 
may be viewed on the Internet at: 
http://nostra.norfolk.navy.mil

• S-9/male
• S-8/female
• half-eye or
• S91A or S91B (authorized only 

if patient requires oversize frames)
If you are less than 50 miles 

from a military health clinic with 
optometry services, you may take 
your prescription for spectacles to 
them so that they may measure you 

for proper fit. They will order your 
spectacles from the appropriate 
facility.

If you are more that 50 miles 
from a military health clinic with 
optometry services, you may

follow these instructions to order 
your glasses.

Print the form DD771 from the 
NOSTRA web site (http://nostra.

norfolk.navy.mil/library/DD771_
2006.pdf).

Please fill out the top section 
with your “name, “retiree”, and 
last 4”, along with your shipping 
and contact information. About 
halfway down the form, please 
indicate which standard issue frame 
you desire.

Take this partially completed 
form with you to your eye exam. 
Ensure that the examining facility 
writes the prescription, and includes 
the pupillary distance (PD) on the 
form. If your examining facility 
needs eyesize, bridge or temple 
information, they may find this 
on our web site at: http://nostra.
norfolk.navy.mil/library/DD771_
2006.pdf

If you currently have Standard 
Issue frames please provide the 
frame size and temple length. (found 
inside the frame)

There must be a DD771 for each 
request for eyewear.

Send the following information 
to NOSTRA:

• One copy of the completed 
DD771 form,

• A copy of your military ID 
card.

• Your mailing address and a 
daytime phone number and email 
address if available.

Our fax number is: 757-887-
4647. Make sure you write: “Retiree 
Order” on the fax.

Our Mailing Address is:
• NOSTRA
• 160 Main Road, Ste 350
• Yorktown, VA 23691-9984
Please call NOSTRA Customer 

Service at 757-887-7611 or 757-
887-7152, right after you send your 
faxes to insure we received them and 
that all the information is included 

JULy SPEAKER

C hina. A sleeping giant now 
coming alive. Asia is on the 

rise, but the spotlight is on China.
In the view of the chapter’s July 

speaker, LTC Roger Dong, USAF 
(Ret), China is our 21st Century 
challenge. What’s going on in China 
socially, economically, militarily? 
What are the trends? And what will 
the impact be on the United States 
over the near, intermediate, and 
far terms?

China, mired in Communism 
under Mao Tse-tung for 30 years, 
through a quirk in history incredibly 
transformed into the world’s 
manufacturer. What does the United 
States have to do to compete with 
globalization and the rise in Asia?

Colonel Dong is currently 
1st Vice President, Association 
of Former Intelligence Officers, 
Northern California Chapter. He 
retired from the Air Force after 12 
years on active duty and 16 years 
of Air Force Reserve service. In his 
military career from 1967-1993, 
he served in intelligence, counter-
intelligence, and law enforcement.

During his 28 year career in 
the Air Force, he was a China 
specialist. As a China specialist, 

to fabricate your orders. You may 
also call NOSTRA Customer Service 
Department if you have any problems 
or questions. You may email us at: 
NOSTRA-CustomerService@med.
navy.mil

Our Customer Service hours are 
M-F, regular business days, from 
0630 to 1700, Eastern Time.

Now go for it. B
Your Editor
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Colonel Dong served four Reserve 
Attaché tours at the U.S. Consulate 
General, Hong Kong. In his first 
overseas tour, he was responsible 
for counter-intelligence in southern 
Taiwan. Later, he supervised all 
the Air Force human intelligence 
(HUMINT) operations targeting 
China from 1975-1978. After 
retirement he served as a Defense 
Attaché in Taiwan.

Col Dong has an extensive 
business and industry background 
working as a sales/systems engineer 
for IBM, President/CEO of 
Medicom Corporation, and Director 
of Business Development, Asia, for 
Northrop Grumman Corporation. He 
is a graduate of San Francisco State 
University with a BA in psychology 
and Chinese Studies. Later he 
earned the M.A. in Japanese and 
Chinese Studies at the University 
of Arizona.

Testimonials from others who 
have heard Col Dong’s presentation 
indicate he provides a tremendous 
amount of interesting, timely and 
useful information in a short, 
sweet, and to-the-point style. B

Adapted from biography

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

WILL yOU VOLUNTEER?

I n 2004 the Tampa (FL) 
Chapter initiated a new 

program designed to satisfy certain 
unmet needs of patient families 
visiting loved ones at the James 
A. Haley Veterans Hospital. Over 
time, “Operation Helping Hand” 
has become wildly successful. 
According to Col Lee Lange II, 
USMC (Ret), Director, MOAA 
Councils and Chapters Department, 
Silicon Valley Chapter members 
have been extended an invitation 
to conduct the same program at 
Palo Alto Veterans Hospital using a 
franchise type arrangement.

In order to manage the Florida 
program locally, the chapter will 
need the assistance of a team leader, 
assistant team leader, and three 
or four team members. If enough 
members volunteer, the chapter 
will accept the Tampa Chapter’s 
invitation; if there are not enough 
volunteers, the invitation will be 
declined.

The Tampa VA Hospital provides 
outstanding medical services to 
individuals in the Comprehensive 
Rehabilitation Unit and Spinal 
Cord Injury Center. The challenge 
is not only to provide medical care 
but to provide support and care for 
families visiting their wounded 
service members.

There is a very similar need at 
Palo Alto Veterans Hospital; the 
Brain Injury Trauma Unit is one 
of four of its kind in the nation. In 

the past, Silicon Valley Chapter 
members have donated funds to 
Fisher House, which in turn provided 
needed lodging to visiting families. 
This is an opportunity to provide a 
wide range of services to families 
often in desperate need.

Florida Chapter invites donations 
from local business and industry and 
assembles “welcome baskets” which 
include a rental or leased car for two 
weeks; bus or taxi fare coupons; cell 
phones or phone cards; gasoline 
coupons; amusement park, movie, 
dinner tickets; restaurant or food 
market gift certificates; plus, any 
comfort or recreation item that will 
make the family’s temporary stay 

more enjoyable and comfortable, 
or checks for the needed items. As 
a result of its effort, Tampa Chapter 
was awarded the Newman’s Own 
Award and a $10,000 grant from the 
Paul Newman Foundation.

If Silicon Valley Chapter 
members are interested, the Tampa 
Chapter will provide an effective 
management model, a grant of 
$15,000 in seed money, plus 
training and development of those 
who operate the program. National 
MOAA will fund expenses for a 
Florida team to come to Sunnyvale, 
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or for a Silicon Valley Chapter team 
to go to Florida, visit the chapter, the 
James A. Haley Veterans Hospital, 
and meet with Operation Helping 
Hand personnel.

This project represents an 
extraordinary opportunity to assist 
Palo Alto Veterans Hospital patient 
families with unmet needs and 
to do it in a highly professional 
manner. Will Silicon Valley Chapter 
members be interested? Who will 
volunteer for the key roles needed to 
manage and conduct this program? 
Volunteers should contact the chapter 
president or any of the officers 
or directors without delay. B

SVC Board Meeting

IN CASE yOU’VE FORGOTTEN

A ugust is our “dark” 
month. there will be 

neither a luncheon nor a Bulletin.
Looking forward to see you 

once again in September. B
Your Editor

ROSTER ADDENDA
New Members

LT Edward J. Armes, USN, 10185 
Parkwood Drive #10, Cupertino, 
CA 95014-1556, phone 408 257-
0896
COL Frank W Fuselier, USA, 1771 
Kirkland Avenue, San Jose, CA 
95125, phone 408-269-2315
LTC Bruce T. Hellen, USAF, 15305 
La Mar Drive, Morgan Hill, CA 
95037, phone 408 728-3790
MAJ Sula L. Irish, USA, 702 Berry 
Court W, Mtn View, CA 94043, 
phone 650 961-5940

COL Tom C. Loomis, CARNG, 
1221 Claremont Court, Tracy, CA 
95376, phone 209 833-0562
MAJ Jonathan B. Mayhew, USA, 
938 Neptune Court, Apt B, Mtn 
View, CA 94043, phone 650 
892-2373
CDR Ramuel Nafarrete, USN. H 
Berry Drive, Mtn View, CA 94043, 
phone 650-603-9602
MAJ Sean W. Pascoli, USMC, 903 
Berry Court, Mtn View, CA 94043, 
phone 650 603-8950
CPT Michael E. Regnier, USA, 
1845 Palmview Pl, Santa Clara, CA 
95050, phone 408-554-6836
COL Kevin R, Riedler, USA, P.O. 
Box 101, Jolon, CA 93928, phone 
831 386-2505
COL Daniel Vargas, USA, P.O. 
Box 222, Moffett Field, CA 94035, 
phone 650 603-8608
1LT Atiya M Smith, USA, 328 
Wescoat Court, Mtn View, CA 
94043, phone 650 279-6621
LTC Stephen Sullivan, USA, 2145 
Sarahills Dr, Saratoga, CA 95070, 
phone 408-741-0359

Changes
CAPT  Robert Buechel, phone 408-
559-1195
LCDR Lee Dimmit, 1310 Lindahl 
Court,San Jose, CA 95120-3936

CAL-MOAA AWARDS

A re you interested in 
what MOAA chapters 

are doing in California? Do you 
want to know what’s going on 
beyond Silicon Valley Chapter? 
For those with a computer, help is 
just a click away. The California 
Council of Chapters (CAL-MOAA), 
the statewide group of 44 affiliated 

chapters and 5 sub-chapters, has been 
working hard to provide late news, 
information, opinion, viewpoints, 
and commentary statewide.

The current issues of The 
Affiliate and the Military Officer 
Magazine list the winners of the 
2006 MOAA Communications 
Awards. CAL-MOAA won two 
top awards for excellence in their 
respective categories. The Council’s 
website was awarded first place, the 

best website, of 
the 38 councils 
across the 
nation. Along 
with general 
information 

about CAL-MOAA, the site features 
newsletters from chapters all over 
California. There is a lot of very 
useful information, particularly 
about people, events, activities, and 
legislation, in those newsletters. The 
site can be viewed here: http://www.
cal-moaa.org/.

The website has a weblog, an 
interactive feature, which allows 
state MOAA members to write 
and post articles and comments, 
in effect sharing their thinking and 
feelings on the issues. The Council 
received a national first place award 
in the category “Unique Means 
Of Communications.” An average 
of 12 articles are posted weekly; 
over the last year and a half, more 
than 750 items and comments have 
been added. The weblog can be 
viewed here: http://www.cal-
moaa.org/blog/.

These awards demonstrate that 
interpersonal and interorganizational 
communication across 
California is highly effective. B

Excerpts from The Affiliate
© 2007 MOAA, All rights reserved
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ID CARDS

Army Reserve, Moffett Federal 
Field, Bldg 152 on Dailey Rd, 
Room 127, , M-Th 0800-1530. See 
map above. You must phone ahead 
to schedule an appointment. 650-
603-8693.
Army Reserve, Camp Parks, 
Dublin, 925-875-4918, M-F, 0830-
1500, appointment required.
Coast Guard, Alameda, 510-437-
2905, M-F 0830-1430.

Army Reserve, Oakland, 510-302-
2720.
Navy/Marine Res Ctr, Alameda, 
510-814-2605.
Army Reserve, San Pablo, 510-
970-3237.
Presidio of Monterey, 831-242-5209.
USN CSD, Seaside, 831-656-4070.
US Navy, Monterey, 831-656-
7820.
Travis AFB, 707-424-4075.

AUTUMN PROGRAMS

T he chapter does not publish 
the “Bulletin” or schedule 

a luncheon or any other events and 
activities during August. It is the 
chapter’s “dark” month. However, 
planning is complete for scheduled 
luncheons and programs through 
the remainder of the year.

In September, the U.S. Coast 
Guard Station Sacramento under 
the command of CAPT George H. 
Heintz, USCG, will join with Coast 
Guard Air Station San Francisco 
to provide a briefing on air and 
sea actions from Mexico to Peru. 
Sacramento is the only Coast 
Guard fixed wing operation west 
of the Mississippi River, using the 
C-130 aircraft. The speaker has 
some exciting stories to tell, and an 
impressive PowerPoint presentation, 
about off-shore rescues, drug 
interdiction on the high seas, and 
activities related to the War 
on Terror.

In October, the speaker comes 
from the Israeli Embassy in San 
Francisco and will provide a 
comprehensive description of 
modern Israel, the conflicts in the 
Middle East with emphasis on the 
Palestinian problem, as well as 
the potential for difficulties with 
Lebanon, Syria and Iran. It’s going 
to be a perspective frequently not 
presented accurately by the media. 
Because of the importance of this 
message, the luncheon will be a joint 
meeting with Chapter #63, Reserve 
Officers Association, Santa Clara.

In November, the speaker will 
be a representative of the United 
Services Automobile Association 
(USAA) out of Sacramento who 
will provide a summary of personal 
affairs requirements important to 

most families. It will not be a sales 
presentation for specific services. 
Instead, the speaker will outline 
typical challenges, problems, and 
concerns faced today and outline risk 
management and other strategies 
designed to provide reasonable 
security at the lowest possible cost.

December is the chapter’s holiday 
party, often featuring a traditional 
Christmas menu, beautiful 
luncheon decorations, and music 
to lift the spirits. As is becoming 
the norm, COL Keith Giles, USAF, 
the chapter’s newsletter editor and 
world bicycle traveler, will provide 
beautiful slide photographs and full 

narration of one of his extended 
trips overseas, likely somewhere in 
Western Europe.

As the chapter moves into the 
early months of 2008, members 
can expect the annual election and 
installation of officers, as well as 
a lineup of contemporary, timely, 
relevant, programs providing useful 
information of real value. B 

Adapted from Board Minutes



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED July 2007

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNyVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 20 July

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $20.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 26 July Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN yOUR PAyMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


