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1 May Board Meeting 10:00 AM
22 May Luncheon 11:00 AM
5 June Board Meeting 10:00 AM

26 June Mussolini Terror 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

22 May
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

CAPT LEON SPEARS, USAF

Tuskegee Airmen

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

 Mother’s Day, 11 May

  Armed Forces Day, 17 May
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Common sense is the leat 
common of all senses. B

REPORTING dEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

MAY SPEAKER

C apt Leon “Woodie” 
Spears, USAF, Tuskegee 

Airman, and combat fighter pilot 
in World War II and Korea, said 
recently, “I don’t remember a time 
when I did not want to fly.”

Woodie will speak to the chapter 
in May and tell some interesting 
stories about his WW II experiences 
flying against the Germans. He 
completed 51 combat missions 
in the Mediterranean Theater of 
Operations until he was shot down 
by flak and became a prisoner 
of war.

Americans of color entered 
the war in segregated units, but 
over time a test program was set 
up at Tuskegee, Alabama, which 
involved an all-black flight training 
and operations organization. It was 
a demanding program and Woodie 
was one of 15 graduates from a 
class of 75. The pilots went on to 
distinguish themselves by bringing 
down 400 Nazi planes with their 
distinctive P-51 Mustang “Redtails” 
and successfully escorting 15,000 
bombing missions.

Spears says his family lived in 
a racially-integrated neighborhood 
near the Pueblo, Colorado municipal 
airport and he remembers being 
able, as early as six years old, to 
identify an airplane by the drone of 
its engine.

“I remember sitting at the 
breakfast table and I heard this 
droning and it was something I had 
never heard before,” he said. “I 
jumped up from the table and ran 
outside and looked up and what 
was flying up there was a Boeing 
P-26A, called a Peashooter. It was 
the most beautiful plane I’d ever 
seen--partly fabric-covered, with 

a blue fuselage and yellow wings. 
I thought right then and there, my 
God, I don’t care what happens, 
that’s what I’m going to do. I’ve 
got to fly.”

When Woodie made the cut for 
flight cadet, he had little idea what 
life could be like when whites, 
particularly his instructors, put 
“coloreds” in their place every 
waking moment. “The N-word 
flew out of them like crazy,” he 
said of his time in Alabama.

In late 1944 he joined the 332nd 
Fighter group and started flying 
P-51Cs with “Donna” and “Kitten” 
painted on their noses, flying escort 
for B-17s and B-24s from bases 
in Sicily and Naples. Chances are 
Woodie will tell what happened 
when he and others came upon a 
crippled B-24 and started to escort 
it home across the Alps. Or, about a 
time he escorted a British Mosquito 
photoreconnaissance plane through 
some harrowing moments..

Spears will give details about 
being hit at 32,000 feet, flying 
through a flak burst, and the very 
interesting and terrifying minutes 
to follow. Ride it down or bail out? 
And then what? What are the odds 
of soon meeting two Luftwaffe 
officers and some enlisted men 
riding in a 1937 Mercedes-Benz 
4-door convertible? How Woodie 
makes it back is quite a story in 
itself.

Woodie flew 17 combat 
missions in the Korean War and 
later began a civilian career as both 
a teacher and executive with the 
US Postal Service. He received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his 
efforts to save the damaged B-24. B

Adapted from Biography
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RETIREE ACTIVITIES

A n almost new widow, 
frantic because she 

was not receiving a survivor 
benefit check, finding herself 
low on funds, and contacting the 
appropriate agencies again and 
again only to have some clerk ask 
for yet more information, was close 
to total despair. And then she found 
professional help.

A family member of a recently 
deceased officer trying to make 
burial arrangements, and specifically 
interested in a burial at sea, just 
didn’t know what to do or where 
to get clear guidance. And then the 
individual found help.

In both cases assistance was as 
close as Moffett Federal Airfield 
at Mtn. View and specifically the 
Retiree Activities Office.

The woman with the pay problem 
visited the office and explained the 
situation. A professional counselor 
prepared a detailed letter to the 
appropriate agency and the widow 
signed and mailed it. The agency 
responded positively and the 
problem was solved. Apparently 
it was just a matter of putting the 
problem in the right context and 
using correct terminology.

The family member was provided 
detailed information about burial 
at sea opportunities including the 
names of organizations providing 
such services, where they were 
located, and how arrangements 
could be made.

The Retiree Activities office for 
years has been operated by CAPT 
Robert French, USN (RET) and 
CAPT Al Serafini, USN (RET), both 
faithful stewards of an important 
support enterprise. They are located 
in building 587, room 4, at Moffett 

Federal Airfield, telephone number 
(650) 603-8047.

It’s a full service office where 
retired officers and their families 
can go for information, assistance, 
and resources.

For example, directions and 
contact information can be 
obtained for services provided at 
Moffett and the surrounding area, 
including in part the Tricare office, 
the commissary,  or  even the 
Navy Lodge.

The office makes available 
to those in need a wide variety 
of published material, such as 
the Tricare For Life Handbook, 
pamphlets explaining benefits, and 
even current listings of important 
agency telephone numbers,

When there is a crisis situation 
such as the death of an officer and 
family members just don’t know 
what to do, full directions on how 
to contact the Defense Finance 
and Accounting Service (DFAS) to 
report the death and make necessary 
arrangements will be given. Continued on Page 4

It’s not unusual for the family of 
a deceased officer, even after many 
years association with the armed 
forces, just doesn’t know what or 
how to make necessary notifications 
and complete basic requirements.

At Moffett, in years past, it was 
possible to make a referral to a 
Navy legal officer stationed at the 
installation; however, that resource 
is no longer available and the office 
counselors cannot offer a legal 
opinion or make a referral.

The Moffett counselors are fully 
equipped to provide information 
about issues such as annuities for 
certain military surviving spouses, 
assistance dealing with a death 
and bereavement, certain kinds of 
emergency relief, veteran benefit 
information, burial benefits and 
processes, disability information, 
education assistance, records 
request, the Survivor Benefit Plan 
(SBP), and much more.

Members who find themselves 
is a difficult situation and need help 
might start by contacting CAPT 
Bob French or CAPT Al Serafini 
at the Moffett Retiree Activities 
office. Both are MOAA members 
and they’ll be glad to help. B

SVC Field Correspondent

HI TECH COMMISSARY

E arly in 2008 there were 
often long lines at the eight 

to ten Moffett commissary checkout 
stations, with an army of baggers 
working for t ips only, and 
clerks scanning groceries as 
fast as they could. But much of 
that has changed.
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Over one weekend recently the 
checkout stations were modernized, 
cut in number, and upgraded to take 
advantage of available technology, 
effectively bringing greater 
efficiency and lower labor costs to 
the operation.

A major addition has been the 
installation of a number of self-
checkout units where customers 
are able to scan and bag their own 
grocery items. Today fewer of the 
clerk operated stations are being 
used and the number of baggers is 
greatly reduced.

When a customer approaches 
a self-checkout station, a machine 
digital voice extends a welcome and 
provides instructions. One of the 
store’s clerks has been assigned to 
assist if there are any problems.

At first the process can be 
intimidating; however, customers 
seem to be catching on quickly. There 
will be malfunctions, particularly 
when specific instructions are not 
followed completely, but the store 
representative can take corrective 
action within moments. Customers 
who have used the system a number 
of times seem pleased and eager to 
scan their own groceries.

The customer has a choice of 
plastic or paper bags and once 
the bags are placed for loading 
scanning can begin. It’s simply a 
matter of moving a grocery item’s 
identification label across the 
screen; the item is quickly listed 
with description and price. Once 
scanned it is placed in the bag. Once 
all groceries have been scanned the 
grocery bags can be moved to 
a cart.

There is a way to look up produce 
and other items without labels, 
identifying them, indicating the 

weight or number to be purchased, 
and completing the scanning 
process.

Once the groceries have been 
scanned and placed in the bags, 
the machine will provide options 
for payment. It is possible to scan 
coupons for added savings. At 
a prompt, coins and/or bills are 
inserted and the computer completes 
the transaction and issues a receipt. 
Then the machine voice says, 
“Thank you for shopping at the 
commissary.”

Chapter members have been 
introduced to e-mail, cell phones, 
and now automated checkout 
stations at the commissary. And the 
high technology march goes on. B

SVC Field Correspondent

VETERANS MEMORIAL

O n a piece of high ground 
overlooking waterfowl 

ponds, expansive grass areas 
covered with California redwood 
trees, and a children’s play area, is 
the brand new Cupertino Memorial 
Park Veterans Memorial situated 
just across Stevens Creek Boulevard 
from De Anza College and adjacent 
to the Cupertino Senior Center. And 
it is truly worth a visit.

Dedicated on Veterans Day, 11 
November 2007, with Secretary of 
the Navy Donald Winter, RADM 
Joseph Kernan, USN, commander 
of naval special warfare, and 
LCDR C. S. Dudley, USN, of the 
Navy SEALS all key speakers, the 
Memorial is a gift to the city and 
will honor not only the residents 
of Cupertino who have given their 
lives to preserve the liberties we all 
hold dear but also all veterans and 
those currently serving in the U.S. 
military.

LTC Jay Craddock, now the 
chapter’s program chair, attended 
the ceremony, was given a special 
veterans ID tag worn around the 
neck, and was interviewed by a 
newspaper reporter.

The design centers on a statue 
of two U.S. Navy Seals poised for 
combat. “The Guardians,” a very 
moving image of two defenders, 
watchful, back to back, is slightly 
larger-than-life-size scale The two 
figures represented are Cupertino 
resident Matthew Axelson and James 
Suh, two Navy SEALS fighting the 
Taliban in Afghanistan. Both were 
killed in August 2005 along with 
18 others. Axelson was awarded 
the Navy Cross. Suh was born in 
Chicago and raised in Florida; his 
family lives in Benicia.
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Donna Axelson, Matt’s mother, 
was a speaker at the dedication and 
said that the project has touched 
many people across the country. 
Earlier, with emotion bringing her 
to the brink of tears, she told the 
city council, “I think the memorial 
is going to be the most marvelous 
memorial in the country, and I’m 
just so excited to see it completed.

A low, sweeping “Wall of Honor” 
flanks the bronze statue and a “Walk 
of Remembrance” carries visitors 
through the monument. Pavers have 
been sold to honor anyone who 
served or is serving in the military; 
donors to the project have been 
mentioned on a granite plaque.

The statue was designed by 
Florida sculptor Sandy Proctor. 
To serve as models for the statue, 
two active-duty Navy Seals went 
to a company in Los Angeles that 
scanned their bodies in combat 
poses while wearing SEAL combat 
equipment, making the sculpture 
like other memorials in the nation’s 
capital.

Just standing nearby with the 
United States flag lifted high 
in a moderate breeze, watching 

visitors examine the entries and 
read about the lives and exploits 
of local veterans, overhearing the 
questions of children, and just 
enjoying the warmth and beauty 
of a new spring day, one often 
develops a new appreciation for 
the country and its veterans. B

SVC Field Correspondent 

SBP

T he phase-out of the Social 
Security Offset (SSO) 

for Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) 
annuitants is almost complete. 
Currently, beneficiaries receive 50 
percent of their deceased spouse’s 
SBP annuity base amount. The fact 
that the SBP payout is 50% instead 
of the full 55% is the SSO. There is 
no reduction in your Social Security 
amount. Starting April 2008 all 
survivors will receive the full 55 
percent of their late military retiree’s 
pay covered by SBP and the SSO 
will be completely phased out.

If you are approaching military 
retirement and are puzzling over 
your SBP decision, you may find it 
helpful to read MOAA’s SBP Made 
Easy - the Active Duty Guide to the 
Survivor Benefit Plan. Reserve and 
National Guard officers should read 
Security On Call: Survivor Benefits 
for Guard & Reserve.

If you already are retired and 
have questions about SBP coverage, 
consult MOAA’s Survivor Benefit 
Plan - Security for your Survivors. 
For information about RCSBP, 
Guard and Reserve officers may wish 
to check out Military Entitlements - 
Benefits for Guard & Reserve.

These publications are free 
to MOAA members. MOAA’s 

Benefits Information Department 
assists MOAA members who have 
questions about SBP, RCSBP, 
and the Retired Serviceman’s 
Family Protection Plan (RSFPP). 
You can contact the Benefits 
Information Department through 
MOAA’s Member Service Center 
at 1-800-234-6622 Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. EST, or by 
e-mail at BenInfo@moaa.org. B

Excerpts from a MOAA E-Mail
© 2008 MOAA, All rights reserved

Continued on Page 6

PRESTIGIOUS AWARd

L t.Col. Jay Craddock, 
USAF-Ret, who served 

four consecutive terms as Silicon 
Valley Chapter president and 
has most recently been program 
chairman, has just been presented 
the California Commendation 
Medal for his work as president of 
the California Air National Guard’s 
129th Rescue Wing Alumni Heritage 
Association.

This Military Department, State 
of California award was made at 
the direction of the Governor of 
California and signed by Col Amos 
Bagdasarian, CA ANG, Commander, 
129th Rescue Wing.

According to the citation, 
“Colonel Craddock’s leadership has 
influenced the Association since its 
inception since 1998.” The award 
was given specifically for his role as 
president during the period March 
1, 2002 to February 28, 2008.

“He has educated three Wing 
Commanders and various Wing 
personnel on the positive impact of 
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the Association’s direct involvement 
with the 129th.

“His visionary ideas ensured 
that Wing personnel received 
scholarships and deployment 
packages.

“His hunger for knowledge and 
eagerness to contribute to the Wing 
drove him to assist in archiving 
thousands of the Wing’s historical 
photos and creating a collage of its 
history.

“Colonel Craddock’s dedication 
to the Wing was crucial in the 
funding of numerous scholarships 
for Wing personnel growing it to 
an annual award of three $1,000 
scholarships.

“His tenacity and steadfastness 
ensured that the Wing celebrated its 
50th anniversary with an anniversary 
coin and the creation of the Wing’s 
historical aircraft display.

“The magnitude of Colonel 
Craddock’s contributions to the 
Wing will be enjoyed by its members 
for decades.

“It is because of Colonel 
Craddock’s superb leadership, 
experienced guidance and unselfish 
devotion that the Wing achieved 
such profoundly positive results in 
our Wing inspections, deployments 
and programs.

“His actions are in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect credit 
upon himself, the California 
Air National Guard, and the 
United States Air Force.” B

Taddled from Citation 

THUNdERBIRdS 2008 
SCHEdULE

T he Air Force air 
demonstration squadron 

performance season kicked off 
in March at San Angelo, TX and 
Tyndall AFB, FL. The Thunderbirds 
2008 schedule for nearby areas is as 
follows: 
May 3 and 4 -- March Air Reserve 
Base, CA. 
August 30 and 31 -- Travis AFB, CA. 
September 12 and 13 -- Reno, NV. 
September 27 and 28 -- Salinas, CA.

While the above schedule has 
been approved, it is subject to 
change. For up-to-date information 
and complete details about the Air 
Force Thunderbirds, visit the official 
Thunderbirds Web site at http://
thunderbirds.airforce.com/. B

Taddled from Afterburner

ROSTER AddENdA
Changes

LTC William R Beck, USAF, 
10171 Azure Dr, Las Vegas, NV 
99149-1319



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

Membership Application
date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC dues are separate from National MOAA dues. SVC dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  dues are not prorated. donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
May 2008

dON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMAdA INN – 1217 WILdWOOd AVE, SUNNYVALE
dIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
deadline to reach SVC no later than 16 May

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $20.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 22 May Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUdEd IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


