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3 May Board Meeting 10:00 AM
24 May Luncheon 11:00 AM
7 June Board Meeting 10:00 AM

28 June USS Hornet 11:00 AM

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

!!!!attention!!!!
See important announcement about 

auto decalS on page 6

program – 24 may
Social Hour - 11:00, lunch - 11:45

mosul, 396 km north of baghdad, is iraq’s 2nd largest city, a center for 
the tourist resorts of iraq. Sometimes known as the pearl of the north, 
mosul is in the vicinity of what we know today as biblical babylon. during 
the past few years, the area surrounding mosul has been the site of very 
heavy fighting.

mosul is the location where our may speaker, brigadier general gerald 
griffin, uSa-(ret), an army doctor, commanded a combat hospital. He 
is going to take us on a photo tour of this ancient area and show us the 
people, buildings, roads, landscape, and much more - scenes from out of 
a distant past.

dr. griffin retired from the army, completing 41 years of service in the 
active army and army reserve. a resident of pacific grove, bg griffin 
continues medical practice in Salinas. He received his ba at the university 
of california-berkeley in 1965 and a doctor of medicine at case Western 
reserve in 1977.

From 1984 to the present, he has held the position of attending 
physician at the Salinas Valley memorial Hospital with time out to be 
the emergency physician, chief of professional Services and Hospital 
commandant, uS army in europe, Kosovo and iraq, 2002-2005.

Adapted From Dr. Griffin’s Biography
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SVc Web SiteS

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

tricare SerVice center

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

thought For the month

Nobody has ever bet enough on a 
winning horse. B

perSonal paperS SaFety

W e all have written 
records, important 

items, such as wills, tax returns, 
mortgages, insurance policies, 
and on and on. Where are yours? 
Are they organized? Can they be 
retrieved when needed? Do your 
loved ones and yourself a big favor, 
and get these papers squared away. 
Here are some suggestions.

To enable you or your family 
members to gain quick access when 
necessary, secure storage within 
your home — perhaps a fireproof 
lockbox — is the best place for 
certain kinds of documents. These 

include passports, wills and trusts 
(including living wills), deeds and 
mortgages, automobile titles, life 
insurance policies and annuities, 
copies of any powers of attorney you 
have signed, letters of instruction 
regarding funeral arrangements, 
and birth and marriage certificates. 
(To be sure, many of these records 
can be replaced, but securing 
replacements can be both costly and 
time-consuming,) Make a record of 
insurance-policy numbers, who’s 
insured, and the value of the policy, 
and keep this record in a separate 
location.

You also might want to provide 
copies of these documents to others 
upon whom you can rely. The 
executor of your will should have a 
copy of that document, the trustee 
and successor trustee of your trust 
should have copies of the trust, and 
the person named in your durable 
power of attorney should have a 
copy of it. (Keep the copies of other 
powers of attorney to an absolute 
minimum, to prevent unauthorized 
actions.) If your doctor or hospital 
is willing to accept them, consider 
providing copies of your living 
will, durable power of attorney, or 
other health care proxy.

If you’re uncomfortable keeping 
any of these papers in your home, 
consider a safety deposit box, 
particularly for documents to 
which you don’t need to refer such 

as deeds, auto titles, and birth and 
marriage certificates. But — and 
this is important — if you do use 
a safety deposit box, register it in 
two names, because a bank will 
require a death certificate before 
allowing access to anyone else. 
Keep a record at home of what’s in 
the box, including any document 
numbers.

Your stockbroker should keep 
your investment-related documents, 
such as stock and bond certificates 
and other securities instruments, the 
replacement of which is difficult.

If your heirs will need to dispose 
of your home eventually, they’ll 
need to know for tax purposes the 
home’s cost basis, as well as any 
home improvements you made while 
living there, so ensure they know 
where these records are kept. B

Excerpts from The Affiliate
© 2007 MOAA, All rights reserved

Help Wanted

T he chapter has an 
immediate requirement 

for an assistant treasurer. This 
is an extraordinary entry level 
opportunity for someone interested 
in administrative services and a 
chance to serve the local military 
community.

“The financial responsibilities 
have grown over the years,” said 
Treasurer COL Bill van der Molen, 
AUS (RET), at a recent board of 
directors meeting. “We’ve reached 
a point where an assistant is really 
needed. It would not be a big job,” 
he continued, “I could just use 
someone who would help me from 
time to time, probably infrequently, 
to do special jobs, such as collecting 
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mail from the post office box, 
mailing invoices, and maintaining 
certain records.”Although it would 
be helpful, no direct finance or 
accounting experience is necessary.

The treasurer is responsible 
for collecting, safeguarding and 
investing income; obtaining 
documentation, recording, and 
paying expense bills; developing 
an annual budget and reporting 
financial status monthly; creating 
and presenting an annual financial 
report; and appointing and assigning 
duties to an assistant treasurer.

If you would like to make a direct 
contribution to the chapter by assisting 
our treasurer, make a real difference, 
please contact COL van der Molen 
without delay. His telephone 
number is (408) 371-8118. B

Adapted from Board minutes

otto ScHaller

L TJG Otto Schaller, USN 
was born in Oklahoma, 

8 May 1917. He died at home in 
Sunnyvale on 28 March with his 
family present.

He was an Eagle Scout, served in 
the National Guard and U.S. Navy 
during World War II, and completed 
a career of more than 40 years with 
United Airlines. He was a member 
of the South Bay United Airlines 
Retirees organization.

Otto was a long-time member 
and officer of Peninsula Retired 
Officers Club (PROC), later 
becoming Silicon Valley Chapter of 
the Military Officers Association of 
America. As one chapter friend said, 
“He loved to travel, and he constantly 
provided us with information about 
military Space-A travel. He traveled 
extensively, and at one point made a 
2-day trip around the world.

Otto and his wife, the former 
Geneva Salisbury, were married in 
1945 and raised five children, two 
sons and three daughters. He was a 
loving husband, father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, and a good and 
faithful friend to so many who 
knew him.

Services were held April 
2nd in Sunnyvale. Well done, 
Otto, be thou at peace. B

Adapted from Obituary

tHanK you

D ear Friends and military 
officers – retired:

Thank you for your $100 gift to 
Chaplain Service. Your generosity 
is greatly appreciated by us and the 
Veterans we serve on your behalf.

We have been helping those who 
have served in uniform with small 
canteen items and a simple meal for 
our homeless Vets who come for 
emergency treatment.

Your care and thoughtfulness 
really does show.

Sincerely and many thanks.
Chaplain Marsha Davis

Palo Alto Health Care System

tHe mending place

W hile serving part-time 
as a Palo Alto Veterans 

Hospital chaplain and full time 
chaplain at Stanford University 
Hospital, Silicon Valley Chapter 
Chaplain Fred Tittle has observed 
a unique problem developing 
with patients, and he plans to do 
something about it beginning 
very soon.

He is conducting research and 
preparing a program proposal to 
meet the needs of local wounded 
veterans who will be leaving the 
hospital and often the military 
services. Because of the importance 
of this effort, Chaplain Tittle will 
be leaving Stanford University 
Hospital in order to devote full time 
to the project.

According to Chaplain Tittle, 
“When patients are discharge-
eligible they will be considered 
fit for duty or independently 
sufficient to recuperate in their own 
surroundings; however, they require 
an aftercare plan that provides 
referrals to community agencies 
friendly to combat veterans.”

“After injury and hospitalization 
veterans are discharged with self-
care instructions and a rehabilitation 
regimen, yet most are not 
cognitively skilled at articulating 
their plans or concerns for their life 
after hospitalization and ultimate 

Continued on page 4
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id cardS

army reserve, moffett Federal 
Field, Bldg 152 on Dailey Rd, 
Room 127, , M-Th 0800-1530. See 
map above. You must phone ahead 
to schedule an appointment. 650-
603-8693.
army reserve, Camp Parks, 
Dublin, 925-875-4918, M-F, 0830-
1500, appointment required.
coast guard, Alameda, 510-437-
2905, M-F 0830-1430.
army reserve, Oakland, 510-302-
2720.
navy/marine res ctr, Alameda, 
510-814-2605.
army reserve, San Pablo, 510-
970-3237.

presidio of monterey, 831-242-5209.
uSn cSd, Seaside, 831-656-4070.
uS navy, Monterey, 831-656-
7820.
travis aFb, 707-424-4075.

auto decalS

See important 
article, “Stop 
presses”, on 
page 6

discharge from the military,” 
he said.

In order to help these veterans, 
Chaplain Tittle would like to establish 
an entity called The Mending 
Place, “a place for the beginning of 
mending.” The mission would be 
to assist veterans with employment 
and coping skills as they prepare to 
transition to communities after being 
hospitalized as a result of injuries 
sustained on active duty. It will be 

a place where combat veterans can 
begin a process of healing.

The Mending Place will be a 
non-profit, transition housing and 
information referral agency. It 
will be staffed with professionals, 
experienced in psychology, social 
work, conflict resolution, and 
chaplaincy. The agency will be 
targeted at Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(OIF) and Operation Enduring 
Freedom (OEF) veterans and those 

veterans being released from Poly 
Trauma Centers (post traumatic 
stress, brain injury, spinal cord, and 
blind centers) after hospitalization. 
“Although both Palo Alto Veterans 
Hospital and the Menlo Park 
Veterans Hospital continue to 
make great strides in ensuring 
satisfactory recovery of injured 
service members,” Tittle continued, 
“much more needs to be done to 
enhance veterans chances for 
total recovery.”

Currently there is no centralized 
housing or information referral 
agency to service outgoing OIF/
OEF veterans, particularly those 
transitioning from hospitalization 
where a degree of disorientation 
is expected in their transition. 
Efforts are currently underway to 
research, provide justification, and 
secure funding for The Mending 
Place. “Today’s OIF/OEF veterans 
are privileged to have a larger 
voice of support from the general 
public, numerous veteran’s service 
organizations, and military support 
organizations who vocalize the 
importance of post-combat care,” 
Chaplain Tittle said. There appears 
to be a critical need for transitional 
housing, assessment, referral, 
and intervention as it relates to 
veterans after hospitalization. 
Planning, creation, and operation 
of the Mending Place could present 
some interesting and worthwhile 
opportunities for service over 
time, both for the chapter and 
its individual members. B

Adapted from Chap. Tittle E-Mail
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FiSHer HouSe donationS

A pril marked the 
beginning of the 

chapter’s 2007 Fisher House 
Donation campaign. Chapter 
members during 2006 donated more 
than $4,000 which was used by 
Fisher House to purchase outdoor 
furniture. Donations target and 
help meet a specific need; it’s a 
way for the chapter to make a real 
difference.

Fisher House is a beautiful 
facility on the grounds of Palo Alto 
Veterans Hospital used by families 
of wounded veterans visiting their 
loved ones at the hospital. Family 
members have a convenient place 
to remain overnight, prepare 
meals, and relax in an attractive 
and comfortable setting, something 
almost impossible for many families 
to do in the high cost  Palo 
Alto area.

This is an opportunity for chapter 
members and others to make a 
tax-deductible donation to a very 
worthy cause. Please send your 
checks made out to MOAA SVC 
to the chapter’s treasurer, COL Bill 
van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Drive, 
San Jose, CA 95124-2215. B

Adapted from Board Minutes

auXiliary corner

M rs. Pauline O’Brien-
DeLury, an attorney, 

has completed a term as president 
and currently serves as vice president 
of Marin County Chapter. Mrs 
Mary Kalinyak, long-time treasurer 
of Monterey County Chapter, has 
just added membership to her list 
of roles and responsibilities. Both 
women are auxiliaries.

An auxiliary is a widow or 
widower of a deceased MOAA 
member or any deceased individual 
who would have been eligible for 
membership. At the local chapter 
level, depending on the chapter’s 
bylaws, they are permitted to hold 
office and vote. They are eligible 
for MOAA’s many products and 
services.

Unlike some other chapters, 
Silicon Valley Chapter auxiliaries 
are not members and may not 
vote, hold elected office, or be 
required to pay dues, but they are 
considered honored individuals and 
are encouraged to participate in all 
committees and functions of the 
chapter.

Violet Smith, Co-chair of National 
MOAA’s Auxiliary Member 
Advisory Committee, maintains that 
there are significant roles auxiliaries 
can play in their local chapters. 
“Auxiliaries are often overlooked 
in the recruiting process and it is 
important to identify these persons 
and make them feel welcome within 
the chapter,” she said.

That’s exactly what Silicon 
Valley Chapter directors, officers, 
and regular members want to do. 
This is a warm, hearty welcome 
to all our auxiliaries. You’re 
invited to be a working part of the 
organization, stand side by side 
with the membership, apply your 
skills and talents, share your ideas, 
opinions and viewpoints, and help 

serve the wider military community. 
You might want to start by working 
to change the bylaws so auxiliaries 
have full chapter membership 
status, can hold office, and vote on 
the issues. After all, it’s allowed at 
both Marin County and Monterey 
County chapters.

The chapter’s board of directors 
meets the first Thursday of the 
month, 10:00am-11:30am at Moffett 
Field, with a no-host inexpensive 
($7) luncheon following for 
those interested. A visit to the 
board meeting would be a useful 
orientation and perhaps a profitable 
experience.

Auxiliaries might find a lot 
of joy and personal satisfaction 
helping the chapter plan events 
and activities, identifying luncheon 
speakers, writing news releases and 
articles for the Bulletin, actively 
supporting federal and state 
legislation necessary to preserve our 
earned entitlements, serving on the 
membership or finance committees, 
and much more.

Mrs. June Coffey, a United States 
Marine Corps veteran, serves as 
the chapter’s auxiliary liaison. Her 
contact information is listed on the 
front page of the Bulletin. Contact 
June for more information and an 
active role with the chapter. B

Assistant Bulletin Editor

roSter addenda
new members

CWO3 Noel Tebo, USA, 5803 
Tompkins Dr, San Jose, CA 95129, 
phone 408-446-1030
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inFo at your FingertipS
military retired affairs offices

Army 1-703-325-9155
Navy 1-800-255-8950
Marine Corps 1-800-336-4649
Air Force 1-800-531-7502
DEERS Verification (update ID records) 11-800-538-9552
TRICARE World Wide Information 1-800-874-2273

Va
Benefits Issues 1-800-827-1000
Burial Information 1-800-697-6947
Defense Finance & Accounting Office (retired pay) 1-800-321-1080
Travis AFB (Space-A information) 1-707-424-1854

Fort ord
General Stillwell Community Center 1-831-242-6037
 (Discount Tickets/Tours info)
USCG Training Center, Petaluma 1-707-765-721
Post Information (guest housing, ID cards, MWR & other services)

army recreation centers
Hale Koa Hotel, Hawaii 1-800-367-6027
Shades of Green, Florida 1-407-824-3600

Taddled from ROA Chapter 63

auto decalS

A s of 15 March 2007, 
the Air Force stopped 

requiring bases to issue Department 
of Defense (DoD) decals for 
vehicles. According to Brig Gen 
Mary Hertog, director of Air Force 
Security Forces and other leaders, 
they concluded that the decals no 
longer add to airmen’s safety and 
are a needless expense.

Air Combat Command 
Installation Commanders have 
discontinued POV registration and 
issuance of the DD Fm 2220 (DoD 
Vehicle Registration Decal).

The Air Force has been strictly 
adhering to 100% credential checks 
at installation gates since 9/11, 
making the check of a vehicle decal 
unnecessary. Additionally, vehicle 
owners are more efficiently tracked 

through state license plates, not 
military decal numbers. Finally, with 
1.66 million Air Force registered 
vehicles, each renewed every three 
years, the costs to administer this 
system are enormous. In FY 05 
alone, the Air Force spent $727K 
simply to print decals.

The Air Force does expect some 
challenges for our people attempting 
to enter other service military 
installations. “Without decals, they 
may be required to get a visitor pass; 
therefore, you will have to discuss 
options with other service installation 
commanders. We do know the other 
services are considering taking this 
action as well. However, there are 
concerns that are still being worked 
out at the HAF level, and the other 
services may wait until the Air 
Force stops registering vehicles 
first before they take action”. B

Taddled from The Rescuegram

Stop preSSeS

more Help Wanted

T he chapter is seeking a 
legislative liaison officer 

to track current federal and state 
legislation and help determine 
member interests and needs for 
legislative action.

This position is currently filled 
by LTC Fred Weed who has asked 
to be relieved of the assignment. 
Fred has been a part of the chapter’s 
leadership group for many years.

This is an ideal situation for 
someone who would like to make a 
direct and substantial contribution 
to the chapter. It’s a chance to make 
a significant difference.

The legislative liaison officer 
will serve as a member of the 
Board, attend the Moffett Field 
first Thursday 10:00am-11:30am 
monthly meetings, and make a brief 
report on federal and state legislative 
trends, advising the officers and 
directors which bills should be 
supported and not supported, and 
indicating what and how specific 
actions should be taken. There 
are many very good computer 
internet sources for information and 
guidance on appropriate action.

Information about federal 
legislative efforts is available at the 
National MOAA website, www.
moaa.org/Legislative.

Information about California 
State legislation is posted by the 
California State Commanders 
Veterans Council at its website, 
www.califveterans.com/.

This position is available 
immediately. If interested, please 
contact CAPT Lloyd McBeth 
at  408-241-3514 or  e-mail, 
macndona@mindspring.com. B 

Adapted from Board Minutes



Silicon Valley chapter
military officers association of america

mail to treasurer: col bill van der molen, 3258 Hilary dr, San Jose, ca 95124

membership application
date__________________ enroll me as: new member__________moaa membership #________________

aux mbr_______________
annual dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   total: $____________make checks payable to SVc-moaa and mail to above 
address. please complete all applicable blanks

Status: active_____retired______Former officer_____Widow(er)______

name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
address:_________________________________________/________date of birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
city____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
phone (____)_________________________         e-mail ________________________________

SVc dues are separate from national moaa dues. SVc dues support the bulletin and administrative 
functions. luncheons are self supporting.  dues are not prorated. donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED May 2007

don’t Forget tHe location – ramada inn – 1217 WildWood aVe, SunnyVale
directionS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****luncHeon reSerVation Form****
deadline to reach SVc no later than 18 may

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
luncHeon price - $20.00

times: Social Hour 11:00 am, luncheon 11:45 am

Please reserve _______ places for the 24 may luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

make checks payable to: program cHairman
mail to: col bill van der molen, 3258 Hilary dr, San Jose, ca 95124-2215

reSerVe in tHe name oF:  ____________________________
telephone:  ______________________________________________
menu: buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. assorted breads and rolls. desserts. coffee and tea.

nameS oF perSonS WHo are included in your payment
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


