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2 April Board Meeting 10:00 AM
16 April Luncheon 11:00 AM

7 May Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 May Iraq/Afghanistan 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

16 April
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

BILLIE NUNN
TRICARE Beneficiary Service

Education Representative
for

Northern California

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Nobody has ever bet enough 
on a winning horse. B

REPORTING dEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

FOR AUXILIARIES

T axes are an annoying 
reality. For many people, 

taxes also can be confusing–the 
“easy-to-understand” directions 
on tax forms often are unclear, 
life situations differ, and even tax 
professionals offer conflicting 
advice. This leaves many citizens 
muddling through taxes with an 
unhealthy dose of uncertainty, and 
sometimes, angst.

The same can be said about 
death. Let’s face it, whether a 
person is mourning the death of 
a loved one or helping a family 
member or friend in need, death 
does not come with a good, clear 
set of instructions on how to 
survive the loss, work through the 
grief, and find joy in life again.

Just because a person is 
mourning the loss of a loved one 
or a friend doesn’t mean they 
know–much less understand–what 
is going on inside of them. Like 
taxes, death is confusing.

Muddying the waters even 
more, what caused the death can 
produce diverse reactions in those 
left behind. For example, a sudden 
death has a different impact on a 
survivor than an anticipated death. 
The loss of a spouse in no way is like 
the death of a child or a grandchild. 
And we all have seen that gender 
plays a big role in mourning, as 
male and female survivors respond 
distinctly and differently to loss 
and grief.

With that said, MOAA’s 
Auxiliary Member Advisory 
Committee has decided to help. We 
won’t offer tax advice, but we have 
expanded the reading list resources 
on grief and mourning to more than 
50 titles. These resources fall into 

one of five categories: (1) Books 
for Military Survivors, (2) Books 
on General Grief, (3) Books for 
Widowers, (4) Books for Widows, 
and (5) Books for Grandparents.

This list is an ongoing project, 
so please e-mail joanne@
militarywidow.com if there’s a 
new section or resource you’d 
like to add to this list. B

Excerpts from The Affiliate
© 2008 MOAA, All rights reserved

JACQUES LITTLEFIELd

O ver time more than 5,000 
people journeyed to 

Portola Valley on the San Francisco 
Peninsula to view a huge collection 
of restored military vehicles, 
mostly tanks. Jacques Littlefield, a 
well-to-do ex-Stanford University 
engineering and business student, 
an individual passionate about 
military hardware, passed away 
January 7th from cancer. He 
was 59.

In 1975 he acquired an 
American M3A1 scout car and with 
that he developed an interest in 
locating, restoring, and displaying 
a wide variety of rolling stock. 
He put together a small group of 
mechanics who could build and 
repair using available spare parts 
or manufacturing their own as 
needed.

He owned a ranch in the hills 
behind Portola Valley, not far from 
the Stanford campus, and through 
the years he acquired more than 200 
vehicles, placing them on display 
in a huge warehouse. He had the 
likes of a Soviet self-propelled 
artillery piece to a British Rapier 
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missile launcher to about 65 tracked 
vehicles.

He owned one of the world’s 
most extensive private collections 
of rolling armor.

While at Stanford he developed an 
interest in models and along the way 
built a quarter scale M-60A1 Patton 
tank with a working flamethrower.

One of his most beloved vehicles 
was a World War II Panzer V Panther 
which he found and brought back 
from a Polish river.

A long-time member of the 
Military Vehicle Preservation 
Association, an organization of 
more than 9,200 members, he had a 
love for technology and innovation. 
His museum was really something 
to see. And to see him show off his 
war machines by crushing a car or 
two was something else again.

It’s quite an experience 
visiting Mr. Littlefield’s property, 
hearing some stories, and of 
course viewing the collection. B

Adapted from Obituary

MOAA BRUISEd BUT 
HEALTHY

O ne of our members, CAPT 
Warren MacDonald, 

USCG. spoke recently about how 
the recession is impacting MOAA.

The national organization did 
not completely escape the economic 
downturn according to CAPT 

MacDonald, who should know. They 
did, however, with strong leadership 
manage to avoid many of the pitfalls 
facing similar organizations.

The past year MOAA had 9000 
deaths and 31,000 failed to renew, 
but approximately 41,000 new 
members brought total membership 
to 372,000.

One extremely successful MOAA 
activity is the scholarship program. 
During the past year 1700 grants 
were made with a value of some $7 
million with repayment of virtually 
100%.

One belt tightening measure 
is a request of the MOAA staff to 
reduce expenses by approximately 
$1 million in 2009. No staff salaries 
are to be cut.

It appears that MOAA is in good 
hands and unlike some other military 
associations will remain strong. B

Source: CAPT MacDonald

GUARd AIRLIFT

C alifornia National 
Guardsmen from the 129th 

Rescue Wing assisted the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Feb. 17 and 18 
by transporting critically needed 
facility batteries to the Farallon 
National Wildlife Refuge.

Two HH-60G Pave Hawk 
helicopters and aircrews were 
part of the operation to transport 
48 photovoltaic batteries, each 
weighing 300 pounds, for the Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

“The Fish and Wildlife Service 
was having trouble getting a vehicle 
to make the swap,” said Maj. Rhys 
Hunt, 129th Rescue Squadron 

operations officer. The 129th 
coordinated with the agency and 
managed to fit the missions into the 
flight schedule.

After the new batteries were 
delivered to the Farallon Islands, 
the used batteries were dropped 
off on Treasure Island near San 
Francisco for disposal. In total the 
helicopters transported more than 
14,000 pounds of batteries to power 
the lighthouse and Fish and Wildlife 
Service research facility workshop.

“The 129th excels when 
performing operations like this one 
- a mission that required some out-
of-the-box thinking and took us out 
of our normal training mode,” Maj. 
Hunt added.

As an Air National Guard 
unit, many of the 129th’s past 
missions involved responding to 
state emergencies that included 
earthquakes, fires and floods. 
Equipped with MC-130P Combat 
Shadow tankers and HH-60G 
Pave Hawk rescue helicopters, 
the 129th has performed a wide 
variety of civilian search-and-
rescue missions, including 
distressed persons aboard ships, 
lost or injured hikers, and medical 
evacuations. The total number of 
people saved by the unit is 599. B

Source: Capt. Alyson M. Teeter

PRESIdENCY ANd PRAYERS

P residents are an historian’s 
piece of cake. Not in the 

sense of an easy task. But the study 
of Presidents is the “eye” that looks 
at what we are and why as a nation.

This space is much too short to 
Continued on Page 4
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look at Presidents as a total group, 
but just for fun: Who met the Pirates 
of Tripoli? Who made the Louisiana 
Purchase? And the real wheeler and 
dealer who bought Alaska for much 
much less than pennies on the dollar 
than it was worth then and now?

Rather, for a MOMENT, let us 
sit in the President’s Chair in the 
Oval Office. Here we see the pieces 
of legislation that must be signed 
and which affect each of us. The 
wounded soldier salutes the Office 
as the President pins on the award 
from a Proud Nation. In front of 
the desk, and not behind it, the 
President comforts the family of a 
fallen Marine with a hug.

Prayers are made from behind 
that desk. We would suspect he 
kneels on the beautiful rug picturing 
the US Seal as he seeks Divine 
Guidance on the affairs of the day.

In this office, he remembers the 
spirit of the 43 men who have been 
in the Office before him and the 
honor he holds for them.

Our Judeo-Christian scripture 
teaches us that we are to pray 
for those in authority so that he 
may accomplish those things that 
we have asked of him when we 
placed him in that sacred Office. 
Remembering as we pray that he 
makes decisions for the welfare of 
each of us in this nation. And no 
less so for those world-wide who 
are our responsibility as a nation. 
We remember, as well, that the 
decisions we ask him to make may 
not those with which we agree.

And (that is a huge AND) we 
include those who are guests in 
that Office. Not just the dignitaries 
whom we expect to be there, but his 
family who must put up with the 
slings and arrows of political and 

partisan life.
Add your prayers to the thousands 

of us who are praying daily for our 
President. We pray for the physical 
and spiritual well being of our 
President.

This is the task that God, our 
Creator, has asked us to do. B

The Rev. Dr. Francis E. Jeffery

NO HOAX NO SCAM NO B.S.

I  received this message from 
a good friend and shipmate 

concerning who you designated 
as your beneficiary from your 
retirement pay although mine wasn’t 
changed to Cathy, mine was deleted. 
Please pass this message on.

Just wanted to let you know that 
the same as many of you I recently 
received my Military Retiree 
Account Statement (RAS).

Please review the back of your 
yearly statement and verify who you 
have designated as the beneficiary 
in case you die.

Mine was changed to someone 
I don’t even know (Cathy J. 
McMillin “wife”) as getting 100%. 
Based upon the fact that recently the 
VA had military retiree personnel 
information compromised it is 
interesting that somehow my 
beneficiaries have changed.

If you look at the broader picture 
of what this means that many 
veterans probably wouldn’t catch 
this and that as we lose more of 
our fellow service men and women 
each day this would leave their 
dependents without the benefit they 
deserve.

I called 1-800-321-1080 
1/15/2008 and they will send another 
beneficiary form to fill out within 
7 business days. When I read her 
my e-mail she just blew it off. B

Excerpt from an E-mail

WHO WAS THAT?

I t was your Editor in 1944. 
He was stationed outside 

of Cairo, Egypt. He had the gall to 
climb the big pyramid of Cheops at 
Giza – over 500 ft tall. The photo 
was taken on the top of the pyramid.

The last few layers of blocks are 
missing so there’s a “platform” at the 
top with the posts showing how high 
it really was back some 4,000 years 
ago. Cairo is far in the background 
with the green irrigated area running 
from Cairo to near Giza. B
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2009 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

L to R: Cadet Nick Richmond, Army ROTC, Santa Clara University; Cadet 
Capt Sam Smith, AF ROTC,  at SJSU; PH2 Maida Ferraes, USN, Ashford 
University; SSgt Jeannie Lam, CA ANG, SJSU

HEALTH CARE FRAUd

A t the conclusion of Dr. 
S. William Seidman’s 

February 19th luncheon meeting 
presentation one member was 
overheard saying, “That was one 
of the most informative talks ever.” 
And CDR Al Mouns, the chapter’s 
Auxiliary Liaison, added that “it 
really scared me; I bought both of 
Dr. Seidman’s books.”

A retired neurosurgeon with 
more than 25 years experience at El 
Camino Hospital, Dr. Seidman said 
that massive fraud is rampant across 
the broad health care spectrum, the 
largest growing white collar crime. 
He gave example after example 
of political corruption, how 
professionals find Medicare fraud 
“just too easy,” and how physicians 
and other health care specialists 
are forced to cheat and to “game 
the system.”

Today America spends $2.2 
trillion on health care, equivalent 
to the gross domestic product of 

France, some 16% of America’s 
GDP, and costs continue to 
rise. About $1 trillion goes to 
entitlement programs and $1 trillion 
to non-citizens and US citizens 
in indemnity benefits. Taxpayers 
receive a tangible value of 24-cents 
for every public dollar spent. Dr. 
Seidman said a huge amount of 
health care money is absorbed by 
fraud, abuse, bureaucracy, overhead, 
salaries, paper, printers, monuments, 
buildings, desks, retirement funds, 
health insurance, parking lots, 
disability funds, and more.

One root cause of corruption 
is government. The salaries of 
bureaucrats managing health 
programs are increasing fast to six 
figures; physician compensation has 
decreased 50% in recent years. The 
more freedom and responsibility 
surrendered to the regime, the 
more corrupt the leaders become. 
Increases in arrogance, egotistical 
behavior, greed, and stupidity 
are inevitable in an enlarging 

bureaucratic enterprise.
More than four hundred twenty 

politicians, as described by Political 
Graveyard, a website and database 
that catalogues information about 
180,000 political figures, got into 
trouble or were disgraced, a number 
of which are well-known advocates 
of government-run medical care. 
And Dr. Seidman named names.

Another problem is that the 
patient lacks involvement in cost 
of service. The insurance company 
generally provides access to a 
physician and the approval of 
treatment is in the hands of non-
physicians. The patient is simply 
a conduit for billing events, a total 
disconnect. Until the patient is 
in control of the money paid for 
medical care, fraud is predictable.

In short, it is government, 
insurance company, and HMO 
control of health care that results in 
fraud.

Dr. Seidman said he has lived long 
enough to see the changes resulting 
from government involvement in 
health care. It is an ugly vision. 
Prior to 1965, when President 
Lyndon Johnson and Congress 
passed Medicare and Medicaid, 
manipulated billing was rare. 
Physicians had to make adequate 
time available to make clinical 
diagnoses. Patients controlled the 
flow of money to physicians. Third 
parties did not control payment--
patients did. In the 70s, health care 
expenditures were 6-7% of GDP.

Other issues mentioned in the 
presentation included the dangers 
of placing medical records on the 
computer, saying they cannot be 
made secure; the failure for agencies 
to properly rate hospitals, saying 

Continued on Page 6
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lying and cheating was rampant 
and that there is no legal recourse; 
that many drug advertisements may 
not be appropriate and could harm 
patients; how “new diseases” such 
as obesity are just opportunities 
for billing events; problems with 
the incentive system--how doctors 
could be paid more for a second 
surgery, for example, when the first 
failed because of surgeon error.

Dr. Seidman expressed concern 
that the new President Obama 
stimulus plan will greatly compound 
errors of the past. “ When the 
system is changed to allow the 
bureaucrats to tell physicians 
and surgeons how to practice 
medicine,” he said, “the situation is 
going to get very bad indeed.”  B

SVC Field Correspondent 

APRIL SPEAKER

W hen asked recently how 
much an individual with 

Medicare Part B and TRICARE for 
Life (TFL) coverage would have 
to pay for a specific medical care 
incident, Ms Vanessa Eugenio, 
TRICARE Representative, Moffett 
Federal Airfield, replied, “Well 
nothing, probably nothing at all, but 
there can be some exceptions!”

The TRICARE program is an 
outstanding benefit and yet details 
are often not understood by many in 
the military community.

On April 16th Billie Nunn, 
TRICARE Beneficiary Service 
Education Representative for 
Northern California, operating 
out of Travis Air Force Base, 
will provide a comprehensive 
explanation of TRICARE programs 

with an emphasis on TRICARE For 
Life. This will be an extraordinary 
opportunity to learn all about 
TRICARE and have specific 
questions answered.

Vanessa Eugenio might well 
be on hand to assist and she is 
generally quick to provide detailed 
answers to specific questions. A 
full packet of publications, valuable 
resource documents about TriWest 
Healthcare Alliance, the Western 
Area contractor, and the 
TRICARE programs, will 
likely be given to those 
who attend the luncheon 
meeting.

There will be a description 
of the TRICARE programs, 
eligibility requirements, and 
range of services offered 
at Moffett Field as well 
as Coast Guard Island, 
Alameda, Travis Air Force Base, 
Fairfield, and the army and navy 
installations in the Monterey Bay 
Area.

For most chapter members, 
TRICARE For Life is the Medicare-
wrap-around coverage for dual-
eligible TRICARE beneficiaries. 
You’re dual-eligible if you are 
entitled to Medicare Part A and 
have Medicare Part B coverage, 
regardless of your age.

TRICARE For Life provides 
comprehensive health coverage. 
Using your health benefit is easier 
than ever--just go to any provider 
(doctor) and seek the care you need. 
Your provider files your claims 
with Medicare, and Medicare 
pays its portion and automatically 
forwards the claim electronically 
to TRICARE for processing. Put 
simply, TRICARE pays second after 
Medicare for most services.

The speaker will explain 
important steps in the process. To 
participate you need to demonstrate 
eligibility and register in the Defense 
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting 
System (DEERS); identify program 
options; explore the TRICARE 
Prime, Standard, Extra, TRICARE 
For Life and US Family Health 
Plan programs; make a decision; 
enroll or begin using TRICARE 
coverage, understand the benefit, 

and get to know the 
Regional Contractor, 
and specifically in this 
case Vanessa Eugenio at 
Moffett Field.

A matrix showing 
Medicare and TRICARE 
coverage and costs will 
be provided; it will be 
easy to see how eligible 
chapter members will 

likely pay nothing when there is a 
medical incident. The claims process 
will be described in detail.

In addition, the TRICARE Mail 
Order Pharmacy, Retiree Dental 
Program, and Skilled Nursing 
Facility/Long Term Care programs 
will be explained.

Finally, members traveling 
outside the continental United 
States (CONUS), that is vacationing 
abroad, need to know that coverage 
goes along on the trip, but it’s 
important to know how to access 
medical care when away from 
home.

This luncheon meeting features 
the chapter’s periodic comprehensive 
briefing on a very valuable medical 
benefit and an opportunity to 
obtain published resources. This 
is one meeting many chapter 
members won’t want to miss! B
LTC Jay Craddock Programs Chair



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application
date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to Fisher House  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA dues. SVC dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  dues are not prorated. donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
April 2008

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOd Rd, SANTA CLARA, CA
dIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
deadline to reach SVC no later than 10 April

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 16 April Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Fisher House, Scholarship or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUdEd IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


