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5 April Board Meeting 10:00 AM
26 April Luncheon 11:00 AM

3 May Board Meeting 10:00 AM
24 May Iraqi Scenes 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

26 April
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

BOYD WILSON
Chapter Member

Pearl Harbor Survivor

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Look at your label. If it shows “2006”, this will be your 
last Bulletin. To continue receiving the Bulletin, renew.
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Thought For The Month

The brain is a wonderful organ; 
it starts working the moment you 
get up in the morning and does not 
stop until you get to work. 

SOUTH PACIFIC 1943

S ometimes the memories 
stay fresh and clear over 

the decades. There are some things 
not forgotten easily. Then a young 
U.S. Army captain, MOAA member 
William “Bill” De Mers explained, 
“We were enroute Brisbane to New 
Guinea by bomber because there 
were not enough cargo planes to 
go around. There were soldiers in 
every spare area of the aircraft, but 
since I was an officer I got to sit in 
the navigator’s seat. Suddenly, there 
was debris everywhere and blood 

all over everyone–the aircraft hit a 
big bird, causing a lot of superficial 
damage, quite an introduction to 
the war.”

The 2nd Bn 126th Infantry 
moved out over the trail in search 
of the Japanese, and without 
success. Later, the unit was flown 
over the mountains and into a grass 
covered and muddy strip. The pilot 
gave orders to jump into the grass 
because he couldn’t stop the plane 
or it would sink into the mud.

“Out we went with everything, 
weapons, ammo, food, everything,” 
Bill said. Again, a search for the 
Japanese was underway, with a 100 
mile hike ahead. The unit was to be 
resupplied by small coastal tenders, 
on one occasion six of them, but 
the Japanese sank all six. “All we 
had was cold rations,” Bill noted, 
“mostly coconuts and bananas. It’s 
hard for me to eat a banana even 
now, but once in awhile it’s ok.”

At one point Bill was standing 
talking with one of his men and 
“I noticed a small red spot on the 
man’s forehead and then the back 
of his head blew off,” he said, “and 
almost immediately another man 
was hit.” Sniper. Solid Japanese 
contact. Later, during a morning 
attack, Bill himself was caught in 
a shell blast and wounded. He was 
carried more than ten miles by a 
group of eight “Fuzzie Wuzzies”, 
the local natives, who, according to 
Bill, “carried me to an aid station 
and safety easily and more gently 
than ever.” Along the way he said 
his head came close to an overhang 
and within moments he was staring 
into the eyes of a very large snake. 
At the aid station an Army nurse 
told him he was about to see 
something he hadn’t seen in a long 

time, a crisp, white bed sheet.
The next morning Bill and the 

most seriously wounded were 
evacuated to Port Moresby. As 
his aircraft departed, a Japanese 
artillery shell hit the aid station and 
the exact point where he had been 
resting. Later he was transported to 
Australia by hospital ship and then 
in May 1943 back to the states.

Bill entered service interestingly 
enough on 9/11, 1932 with the 
Wisconsin National Guard’s 32nd 
Division, enlisting as a private 
but working hard for promotion to 
PFC, mostly because he could use 
the money, ten cents more added to 
his twelve dollar drill pay. He was 
trained at Fort McCoy, WI and went 
on maneuvers in Michigan. While 
with the Guard he was called out 
for the Kohler Plumbing Company 
strikes, helping to bring peace, but 
staring raw fear in the eye for the 
first time. “On the strike line I was 
with a machine gun company, but 
we had no ammo,” he said, “but 
just the threat was enough to stop 
the violence.”

In 1940 he was promoted 
to second lieutenant, with “no 
schooling or anything,” according 
to Bill. Due to events in Europe, 
on October 15th his unit was 
moved into Federal service with 
more training in far-flung places as 
Texas and even the east coast, all 
promising eventual deployment to 
Europe. But after Pearl Harbor he 
was on his way to Fort Ord with 
transport San Francisco-Australia 
as part of an 11 ship convoy. Upon 
arrival he was given training on 
how to survive in the outback, 
all to prepare him and the others 
to defend Darwin against an 
expected Japanese invasion.  

SVC Field Correspondent

SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. 

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. 
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TROA TO MOAA PAYS OFF

L ast year your association 
made the turnaround that 

we counted on when the members 
approved our name change from 
The Retired Officers Association. 
We started the 2006 year with 
some 360,000 members (including 
almost 65,000 auxiliaries) and set a 
goal to end the year with 360,000. 
We actually finished with 362,771, 
nearly 1 percent more than 
our target.

Forty-three percent of the 
members recruited were active-
duty officers and 15 percent 
were in the National Guard or 
Reserves. This leads us to conclude 
that (1) our outreach programs 
targeting currently-serving officers 
are succeeding, and (2) we’ve 
overcome the reluctance shown by 
these officers to consider joining the 
association when it was TROA. 

LTC Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret)
National MOAA Board of Directors

MOFFETT GAS PRICES

F or many months Navy 
Exchange gasoline prices 

at Moffett Field consistently have 
been more than ten cents a gallon 
above stations not far outside the 
main gate.

Recently, our chapter’s Secretary 
CDR Robert Smith, sent a letter 
to Department of the Navy, Navy 
Exchange Service Command, 
Virginia Beach, VA, asking about the 
wide differences in prices. In early 
February he received a response 
from Michael P. Good, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operating 
Officer (By direction), explaining 
the pricing practices.

“Where the sale of gasoline 
is concerned, the playing field is 
basically leveled when compared to 
outside gasoline retailers,” he said. 
“There are no price breaks from 
gasoline suppliers. We purchase 
fuel from oil companies through a 
competitive solicitation process for 
the most favorable cost.”

Mr. Good explained that military 
exchanges are not generally subject 
to federal, state and local taxes for 
merchandise sold in retail stores, a 
tremendous addition to the savings 
benefit patrons receive when making 
a purchase at the NEX; however, 
the sale of gasoline is different 
because Congress waived immunity 
from taxation. Specifically, the 
Hayden Cartwright Act, 4 U.S.C., 
Section 104 requires that taxes be 
collected. Therefore, taxes are a 
cost component factored in when 
determining the selling price of 
gasoline.

According to Mr. Good, 
“Competition among retailers is very 
intense. We’ve seen the penetration 
of aggressive convenience, grocery 
and big box retailers who market 
gasoline at or below cost to drive 
traffic in their stores.”

He said the stores subsidize low 
priced gasoline with higher priced 
retail goods. “While the NEX tries 
hard to pass along a savings in your 

gasoline purchase, they cannot 
always provide the lowest price.” 
According to Mr. Good, “The 
NEX uses a survey method when 
determining the price of gasoline. 
Local exchange management sets the 
price of gasoline to be comparable 
with the nearest commercial gas 
stations. Selling prices are never 
below cost. This pricing practice 
enables fair competition while 
offering a modest savings to the 
exchange patron.”

The Navy Exchange Service 
Commands appreciates inquiries 
about its policies and practices 
and is quick to provide full 
information about the issues. 
NEX management encourages 
all eligible patrons to continue 
supporting the Navy Exchange. 
Adapted from Navy Exchange Letter

USS HORNET

A visit to the USS Hornet 
in Alameda will give you 

a chance to walk in the footsteps 
of astronauts and heroes. It’s a fun 
outing for the whole family.

The USS Hornet (CV-12), an 
Essex Class aircraft carrier, is the 
8th Naval vessel with that name, and 
is not the same carrier that launched 
the Doolittle raid on Tokyo. That 
carrier was sunk during WWII. 
Launched 30 August, 1943, the ship 
saw action at Tinian and Saipan, 
a part of what has become known 
as the “Marianas Turkey Shoot”, 
and later served off Guam and the 
Philippines. It was overhauled after 
the war and later served in the South 
China Sea during the Vietnam 

Continued on page 4
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2007 SCHOLARSHIPS

D uring the February 
2007 Luncheon, Four 

awards of $500 each were presented 
to members of four Military 
organizations.

SSgt Michael Fledderjohann, 
USAF, Onizuka AF Station: Enrolled 
at Northwestern Polytechnic 
University. Goal - BS degree in 
Electrical Engineering Summer 
2007, become a Manager in the 
USAF.

IT3 Class Tracy Foreman, USN, 
Naval Operational Support Center: 
Enrolled at Touro University 
International (Distance Learning). 
Goal:  BS degree in Information 

conflict. Much later it served as a 
platform for recovery of the Apollo 
11 space capsule as well as the 
Apollo 12 astronauts.

The distinguished history of 
this ship came to an end with its 
decommissioning 26 June 1970; it 
was in mothballs for two decades 
and ultimately became a museum at 
what was once the Alameda Naval 
Air Station. It’s possible today 
to explore the immensity of this 
historic aircraft carrier and discover 
one of our great national treasures. 
Veterans of our military forces are 
on hand to lead tours and share their 
experiences.

A good place to start would be at 
the ship’s so-called island, climbing 
high above the flight deck to inspect 
the navigation bridge and combat 
information center. A walk down the 
length of the flight deck provides a 
view of other nearby ships, Oakland, 
and even the San Francisco skyline. 
Going below, the sick bay, engine 
room, ship Association rooms, and 
the torpedo room are all open to the 
public. And while on the hangar deck 
visitors can take a close look at the 
Apollo Capsule, an A-4 Skyhawk, 
F-14 Tomcat, UHP helicopter, TBM 
Avenger, F-8 Crusader and other 
fixed and rotary wing aircraft.

To get to the ship, just go to the 
east end of Alameda, enter what used 
to be the Alameda Naval Air Station, 
and move to the waterfront. It’s open 
daily 10:00am to 5:00pm. Adult 
tickets are $14. Seniors/Military, 
$12. Youth ages 5-17, $6. There’s 
plenty of free parking, food services, 
a ship’s store for souvenir items, 
and even a chance to ride a flight 
simulator. More information can 
be found at the museum’s website, 
www.hornetevents.com. 

Adapted from Hornet Brochure

SVC-MOAA $500 Scholarship Recipients - L ro R: SSgt Michael 
Fledderjohann, USAF; IT3 Class Tracy Foreman, USN; Cadet Erika 
Garcia, Army ROTC; Cadet 1st Lt Nathan Kirschke, AF ROTC

Systems Management March 2007, 
go to Officer’s Candidate School.

Cadet Erika Garcia, Army ROTC, 
Santa Clara University: Enrolled 
at San Jose State University. Goal 
- BA degree in Social Work June 
2008, then serve in the US Army 
Air Branch as a pilot of Medical Air 
Evac.

Cadet 1st Lt Nathan Kirschke, AF 
ROTC, San Jose State University: 
Enrolled at Menlo College in 
Atherton, CA. Goal: - BA degree 
in History June 2008, then serve 
in the US Air Force as a pilot. 

CDR Gene Fife
Scholarship Chairman

BIkE MAGAzINE AD

T his ad for 
a bicycle 

washing fluid appeared 
in a British magazine. 
You can tell it’s British 
because of the use of the 
word “whilst”.

At first I thought 
it might be an ad for 
something to help 
old men who have 
urinary problems. 

Your Editor
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ID CARDS & AUTO DECALS
ID CARDS

Army Reserve, Moffett Federal 
Field, Bldg 152 on Dailey Rd, 
Room 127, , M-Th 0800-1530. You 
must phone ahead to schedule an 
appointment. 650-603-8693.

Army Reserve, Camp Parks, 
Dublin, 925-875-4918, M-F, 0830-
1500, appointment required.
Coast Guard, Alameda, 510-437-
2905, M-F 0830-1430.
Army Reserve, Oakland, 510-
302-2720.
Navy/Marine Res Ctr, Alameda, 
510-814-2605.
Army Reserve, San Pablo, 510-
970-3237.
Presidio of Monterey, 831-
242-5209.
USN CSD, Seaside, 831-656-4070.
US Navy ,  Monterey,  831-
656-7820.
Travis AFB, 707-424-4075.

AUTO DECALS
Moffett Federal Airfield Security 
Forces, Bldg 653, Room 24, , T-
F 0800-1100, 1230-1500, phone 
ahead 650-603-9434. Hours/
days change. You will need the 
following:
	Drivers license.
	Military ID card
	Vehicle registration
	Proof of insurance
	Decal’s letters & numbers

THUNDERBIRD SCHEDULE
Nearby locations and dates.
31 Mar-1 April – Point Mugu Naval 
Base CA
9-10 June – Sacramento, CA
26 June – Krzesiny Air Base, Poland
13-14 Oct – Miramar Marine Corps 
Air Station, CA

PEARL HARBOR 
EYEWITNESS

W hen General Quarters 
sounded early Sunday 

morning, a young sailor hurried 
from radio central amidships the 
battleship USS Nevada to his conning 
tower battle station, the armored 
command center immediately under 
the bridge. As he passed the rear of 
#2 turret a huge piece of shrapnel 
shot past his head missing him by 
inches, nearly taking his life.

CWO3 Boyd Wilson, USN 
(RET), and a Silicon Valley Chapter 
member, was that sailor, and he 
will be featured speaker at the 
April general membership luncheon 
meeting. An eyewitness to history, 
he’s going to tell us what he saw at 
Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941.

The only battleship able to get 
underway during the Pearl Harbor 
raid, Nevada was the object of 
intense attacks by Japanese aircraft. 
Left in sinking condition after 
receiving one torpedo and several 
bomb hits, she had to be beached. 
Vigorous salvage work and 
temporary repairs enabled her to 
steam to the U.S. west coast in April 

1942. She spent the rest of the year 
receiving permanent repairs and 
improvements, including a greatly 
enhanced anti-aircraft gun battery.

Boyd was 19 when he entered 
the Navy at Portland, Oregon. He 
was sent to Naval electronics school 
in Chicago and over time became 
a well-qualified radioman, later 
joining his ship in Long Beach, 
CA. He was 21 and a 3rd Class 
radioman at the time the general 
alarm sounded aboard Nevada, and 
he had a spectacular view of the 
battle action at Pearl Harbor. In all, 
he spent 24 years in the Navy.

The presentation is likely to 
be informal, using a low-key 
conversational style, with plenty 
of opportunity for questions and 
answers, and it will be illustrated 
by nearly three dozen photos, most 
of which he either took himself or 
acquired from others. The basic 
photos are old 35mm slides kept in 
the family for more than 65 years, 
recently computer enhanced for 
clarity and color improvement. A 
dozen or more of the photos have 
never been published.

Much later, after distinguished 
service in both the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans, Nevada steamed back to 
Hawaii, only to be decommissioned 
in August 1946. After two years of 
inactivity, USS Nevada was towed 
to sea off the Hawaiian Islands and 
sunk by gunfire and torpedoes. 

Adapted from Wilson Biography

FREE MEMBERSHIP OFFER

T he Military Officers 
Association of America 

(MOAA), some 360,000 strong, 
Continued on page 6
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Moffett Hours
Exchange

(NEX, NEX II, Auto)
650-603-9907

Mon-Sat 0900-1800
Sun & Hol 1000-1700
Gas pumps 24 Hrs per day

MiniMart (outside Main Gate)
Mon-Sun 0700-2100

Commissary
Phone 650-603-9981

Su 0900-1700
Mo Closed
Tu-We 0900-1800
Th 0900-1900
Fr 0900-1800
Sa 0800-1700

is so confident in its professional 
association opportunities and 
benefits that it now offers a free, no 
obligation, first-year membership to 
eligible active duty, National Guard, 
and Reserve officers.

In its 2006 magazine issue 
MOAA states, “Every officer 
deserves the benefits of MOAA. 
A gift membership is a great way 
to introduce a friend or family 
member to MOAA. Through this 
special offer you may give a free 
one-year membership to an active 
duty, Guard, or Reserve officer.” 
National MOAA members receive 
the “Military Officer” magazine, 
an attractive and information-
filled publication, as well as a wide 
variety of fringe benefits including 
insurance, financial, real estate, 
educational services as well as travel, 
shopping, and legal discounts.

The Silicon Valley Chapter 
Executive Committee (EXCOM) is 
proud of the organization, activities 
and achievements. Chapter leaders 
believe if officers knew more about 
the local group, and especially the 
opportunities for fellowship and 
service, there would be greater 
interest in membership and 
participation. On that basis, the 
EXCOM recently approved an offer 
of a free, no obligation, first-year 
membership to all local eligible 
officers regardless of service status.

With a local chapter membership, 
officers will receive “The Bulletin,” 
the chapter’s monthly newsletter. 
Those with the interest and time 
have an opportunity to attend 
the chapter’s monthly general 
membership luncheon meetings held 
at the Ramada Hotel, Sunnyvale, on 
the fourth Thursday of the month. It’s 
an opportunity to meet others, enjoy 

the camaraderie, try the Ramada’s 
buffet luncheon, hear an interesting, 
informative, and often entertaining 
speaker, and often receive printed 
handouts of real value.

Officers who have been awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor 
are eligible for a free MOAA 
lifetime membership.

National MOAA and the local 
chapter both represent members 
to the wider military community, 
coordinate actions to protect and 
enhance earned entitlements, and 
communicate useful information in 
a timely manner.

If currently an officer on active 
duty, a member of the National 
Guard, or a drilling Reservist and 
interested in a free, no obligation, 
first year membership in National 
MOAA and/or Silicon Valley 
Chapter, simply complete and mail 
the application form on page 7 of this 
newsletter. Please provide name and 
location of unit and duty assignment, 
as appropriate. Strike out annual 
dues of $26 and indicate “Free.”. 

Adapted from EXCOM Minutes

ROSTER ADDENDA
Please update your 2003 Roster

Changes
Mrs Aileen Jewett, 3154 Via Larga, 
Alamo, CA 94507-1524
COL Richard McKee, USAR, 
850 N El Camino Real #345, San 
Mateo, CA 94401-5605
COL Julian J Newton, USA 
8534 E County Dr, El Cajon, CA 
92021-8817
CDR Joel Sargent, USN, 4 Lido 
Circle, Redwood City, CA 94065

Deceased
Mrs Juanita, Eskes

Dropped Out
Mrs Helen McKeen
Mrs Gretchen Muehleisen
Mrs Bernice Scheible

REMEMBER
Do check your 
label. If it has 
“2006” on it, 

this will be your 
last issue unless 

you renew!



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Look at your 
label. If it 
shows “2006”, 
this will be your 
last Bulletin. 
To continue 
receiving the 
Bulletin, renew.

April 2007

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNYVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 20 April)

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $20.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 26 April Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

Look at your 
label. If it 
shows “2006”, 
this will be your 
last Bulletin. 
To continue 
receiving the 
Bulletin, renew.


