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5 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM
19 Mar Luncheon 11:00 AM

2 Apr Board Meeting 10:00 AM
16 Apr tba 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

19 March
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Dr. Michael D. Amylon, M.D.

Emeritus Professor of Pediatrics, Hematology/
Oncology/Stem Cell Transplantation and
Medical Director of the Okizu Foundation 

Camping Programs

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Daylight Savings Time Begins on Sunday, 8 March
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 
587,  Moffett Federal Airfield.  
Hours are M-F 0730-1630. 
Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

When you have an argument with 
your spouse, don’t drag things 
out of your mental museum. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-

2539
or

Call 1-800-234-6622
or e-mail:

msc@moaa.org
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

MARCH SPEAKER

C hildren who are diagnosed 
with cancer miss a normal 

childhood. Their illness, treatment 
and complications can keep them 
from enjoying activities that often 
are taken for granted. And yet these 
children, like all children, need the 
opportunity to grow, experiment 
and discover independence.

Dr. Michael D. Amylon, M.D., 
Emeritus Professor of Pediatrics, 
Hematology/Oncology/Stem Cell 
Transplantation, Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford 
University School of Medicine, 
and Medical Director of the Okizu 
Foundation Camping Programs, 
will focus on children and cancer 
as he provides a description of 
contemporary medical challenges, 
issues, advances, and the future of 
medical care.

Okizu Foundation of Novato, 
CA, was established in part to 
provide recreational, respite and 
peer support programs to meet the 
needs of all members of families 
affected by childhood cancer. Camp 
Okizu began with the belief that a 
residential camp can be an ideal 
setting for children struggling with 
a life threatening illness to explore 
life experience.

Okizu (Oak-Eye-Zoo) comes 
from the Sioux Language and 
means Unity, To Come Together, 
To Heal From A Hurt, To Make 
Whole.

“Dr. Mike,” as he is known by 
the kids and staff at Camp Okizu, 
was born in Rhode Island and 
educated at Brown University, 
where he earned an A.B. in 1972. 
He moved to California and earned 
his M.D. from Stanford University 
in 1976. He completed his pediatric 

residency in 1979 and spent the 
next 25 years at Stanford working 
to improve the treatment outcomes 
for children with cancer. He served 
as the Director of Pediatric Bone 
Marrow Transplantation at Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital from 
1986 until his retirement in 2003.

From his Stanford University 
experience base, and using Camp 
Okizu as a model, Dr. Amylon 
will provide a very brief recent 
history of modern medicine as well 
as describe certain philosophies, 
concepts, technologies, and 
trends important today. Useful 
information will be provided 
those interested in the future 
of medicine and the impact on 
those needing medical care.

Dr. Amylon is currently an 
“active” Emeritus Professor at 
Stanford University in Pediatric/
Hematology/Oncology Stem Cell 
Transplantation (which means he 
can’t quite bring himself to cut 
the cord) after a career that has 
spanned over 30 years caring for 
children with cancer and other 
blood disorders and doing clinical 
research studies to improve their 
outcomes.

He has published over 70 
research papers and won numerous 
teaching and clinical care awards 
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during his academic career.
He has a long-standing interest 

in the psychosocial and emotional 
impact of the cancer experience for 
the pediatric patient and all of their 
family members, and has served as 
a peer reviewer for psychosocial 
and behavioral research grants for 
the American Cancer Society.

This interest has led him 
to involvement in a variety of 
community support organizations, 
including Okizu. The March 
meeting will offer an extraordinary 
opportunity to hear from a 
distinguished physician, obtain 
an update on contemporary 
medicine, and perhaps have 
specific questions answered. B

Source: Biography

STATE LEGISLATON
“The willingness with which our 
young people are likely to serve in 
any war, no matter how justified, 
shall be directly proportional as 
to how they perceive the Veterans 
of earlier wars were treated and 
appreciated by their country.”

....George Washington

T he California Council 
of Chapters (CAL-

MOAA) will be working very 
closely throughout 2009 with the 
California State Commanders 
Veterans Council (CSCVC) and its 
Sacramento legislative advocate to 
produce needed and wanted state 
legislation.

The advocacy priorities for 
California veterans organizations in 
2009 include, not in chronological 
or numerical sequence, veterans 
healthcare, employment, 

education, homelessness reduction 
and treatment, improving 
communications with and among 
veterans, CalVet home and farm 
loans, and California veterans 
homes.

CAL-MOAA represents our 
chapter. Members are invited to 
review and comment on current 
plans and priorities and even 
suggest new legislation for 
consideration. Please give your ideas 
to CAPT McBeth, President. B

Source: CSCVC

AIRSHIP VENTURES

S ome years ago Brian 
Hall of Los Gatos, CEO 

of a successful software firm, was 
on vacation in Cologne, Germany 
when he had a chance to take 
a ride on a Zeppelin NT, a new 
technology lighter-than-air 
airship. It was terrific!

So, he bought one.
In 2006 he completed a business 

plan and along with his wife, 
Alexandra, he brought the airship 
to Moffett Field; local flights have 
been offered 
to paying 
passengers 
since early 
November.

The 246 
foot long 
airship flies 
at about 75 
mph and can 
travel about 
500 nautical 
miles. It has a rigid frame making it 
possible to mount the engines high 
on the sides and back, providing a 

very quiet and almost vibration-free 
flight experience. Lift is provided 
by helium, rather than hydrogen, 
and is nonflammable. It’s more than 
50 feet longer than the Goodyear 
blimp, an airship without the rigid 
frame.

One can just imagine the pure 
joy of passing over the Peninsula, 
San Francisco, the Golden Gate 
Bridge, Alcatraz Island, and other 
famous Bay Area landmarks at an 
altitude as low as 1,000 feet. Later, 
trips are being planned for Southern 
California as well as New York, 
New Jersey, and other East Coast 
destinations.

The flights are not inexpensive. 
One-hour flights for up to 12 
passengers start at $495 and two-
hour flights start at $950. But it’s 
not just a flight over the area; it’s 
an experience. The Halls are trying 
to recreate the same quality 
of exploration, adventure and 
luxury travel created early in the 
20th century.

The company ultimately plans to 
operate out of the Moffett Bachelor 
Officers Quarters. To book a flight 
go to www.airshipventures.com.

These 
days it’s 
not unusual 
to stand in 
the Moffett 
commissary 
parking lot 
and look up 
to see the 
Zeppelin 
making its 
approach 
to the 

runway. And it’s quite a sight! B
Source: Company’s Website
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WAR AND REMEMBRANCE
Note: This autobiography excerpt 
is from chapter member LTC Fred 
Weed’s experiences as a WWII Army 
enlisted man.

T he Seine Section Engineer 
was charged with 

supervising Engineer units: He was 
Col A. Riani. Being conscientious, 
he would frequently phone our CO, 
Lt Col Smith, sometimes quite early 
in the morning. Smith was usually 
not in yet, and the calls continued; 
eventually Col Smith had a phone 
line put in his quarters so he could 
answer the calls in the morning 
there, maybe in bed. I never got in to 
check. The calls and visits continued. 
Meanwhile, Major Hurley, aided by 
his assistant, Capt Ravitz, did most 
of Smith’s work, with the help of all 
of us. In more modern language, we 
were trying to cover his ass.

Col Riani’s office found lots to 
criticize in our paper work, too. Our 
CO would get critical letters about 
these and other deficiencies; Major 
Hurley would read them carefully 
(for Lt Col Smith), and turn them 
over to Lt Powers in our office. 
Sometimes Joe Sullivan and I would 
be on the phone to Col Riani’s 
office, trying to sooth his noncom, 
Sgt Gabriel, and keep them happy. 
Of course, this was very nice, but 
the trouble was, it seemed to most 
of us, that our CO, Lt Col Smith, 
just wasn’t taking things seriously 
enough. Perhaps he was saying 
to himself, this is my first, and 
probably my last time in Paris, and I 
want to make it worth while!

Responding to one complaint, Lt 
Powers prepared an answer for the 
CO’s signature. In addition to the 
usual stuff, it said that from now 
on all outgoing correspondence 

would be checked by a soldier in 
the office who had a license to teach 
English. That person was T/4 Weed; 
on graduation from Albany State, I 
received with my B.A., a teaching 
license for Social Studies, and 
English in the high schools of the 
state! I gathered from talking to Sgt 
Gabriel, and thinking things over, 
that Riani wasn’t really worried 
about our communications; he 
probably really wanted to get Smith 
out of there for the good of the 
service; I can understand his point of 
view. Smith wasn’t performing, and 
Riani would be held responsible, 
as would BG Rogers, etc., all up 
the line.

Eventually things caught up 
with Lt Col Smith. One day some 
MP’s saw a U.S.military pickup 
truck backing into the driveway of a 
civilian residence; in the bed of the 
truck was what looked like a G.I. 
refrigerator, property of the U.S. 
Government. I was told (RM) that 
it was a gift from Lt Col Smith to 
his warm personal female friend. 

The result was most horrid from Lt 
Col Smith’s perspective; not only 
did he lose his command in our 
nice location, but was sent to Liège, 
Belgium, to command labor troops. 
At a certain time, I don’t remember 
when, Liège was under buzz-bomb 
attacks. Major Hurley became our 
new CO, and later when I talked 
to my Uncle Stan about our former 
CO, he indicated that he was quite 
familiar with Lt Col Smith. B

Source: Autobiography

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR 
CHECKUP?

O ne of the questions 
chapter personal affairs 

representatives often are asked 
is, “What benefits am I or my 
spouse/parent/child eligible for?” 
If the person is part of the military 
community, MOAA often can 
provide the answer or point him 
or her to an expert for specific 
information.

But what if the person isn’t part 
of the military community? Many 
chapter members must deal with 
aging family members, friends, 
or neighbors who need some 
assistance. Wouldn’t it be great if 
there were somewhere you could go 
for answers? There is. The National 
Council on Aging benefits Web site, 
www.benefits.checkup.org, answers 
questions about benefits for lower 
income or elderly citizens.

First, answer the questions 
yourself to clarify what this program 
can deliver. Once you’ve become 
familiar with the site, you might 
suggest others in your chapter do 
the same.
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Unfortunately, many military or 
veterans benefits are not identified 
on this site, and a lot of its medical 
information doesn’t apply to military 
retirees or families who have access 
to TRICARE and TRICARE 
Pharmacy. But the site might help 
surviving spouses in your chapter 
who might have lost TRICARE 
eligibility because of remarriage. B

Excerpts from The Affiliate
© 2009 MOAA, All rights reserved

A Reminder of Where We Have Our Monthly Luncheons

SOCIAL SECURITY CLAIMS

B eginning in early 2009, 
the Social Security 

Administration (SSA) will receive 
medical records for some disability 
applicants electronically through 
the Nationwide Health Information 
Network (NHIN) gateway, which is 
expected to speed up the processing 
of disability claims.

The SSA will have instantaneous 
access to medical records through 
the NHIN. This significantly will 
shorten the time it takes to make 
a disability decision and make the 

process more efficient. The NHIN 
will help ensure records are received 
in a timely fashion by making it 
easier and less labor-intensive for 
medical professionals to submit 
records.

SSA will be the first government 
agency to use NHIN to provide a 
secure, nationwide, interoperable 
health information infrastructure, 
which connects providers, 
consumers, and others involved in 
supporting health and healthcare. B

Taddled from MOAA Web Site
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NEW MOAA LOGO

W e’ve found that for the 
80th anniversary of the 

founding of MOAA (actually it was 
TROA then), MOAA has created a 
new logo. If you look at the upper 
left side of the back page of this 
Bulletin you’ll see where it replaces 
the former logo.

We have two questions.
1. Should i t  be used only 
during 2009?
2. Do you like it well enough to 
be actually used for the rest of this 
year? Or should we revert to the 
“old, bigger” logo (see previous 
Bulletins)?

Let us know what you 
think. You can contact us at 
ohsix@bikerider.com or 408-
244-9401. Majority rules. B

Your Editor.

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

A t the February 2009 
board meeting it was 

determined that we were limiting 
club members’ opportunity to 
contribute to organizations and 
causes they might wish to support. 
To resolve that issue, the board 
agreed to modify our luncheon 
reservation form. For those who 
wish to participate, the form now 
includes provisions for designating 
a donation to:

1. The Fisher House at Palo Alto 
Veterans Affairs Hospital to provide 
family lodging.

2. Scholarship programs for 
local Air Guard airmen and 
ROTC cadets

3. Undesignated recipients - to 
be determined by the board. Recent 

donations were made to:. Flight 
to Juneau (see the February 2009 
bulletin); Chaplain at the Palo Alto 
VA Hospital; Disabled Veterans 
Sports Rehab Wheelchair Fishing 
Derby, Monterey Bay

Please note that even if you 
are unable to join us for lunch, 
your donation will be appreciated 
and directed to the recipient you 
indicate on the reservation form. B

CAPT Paul Barrish, Chaplain

FORT ORD VETERANS 
CEMETERY

N orthern California 
MOAA members have 

been investigating and considering 
the San Joaquin Valley National 
Cemetery at Gustine or the 
recently opened Sacramento Valley 
National Cemetery at Dixon as a 
final resting place.

But another option could be 
available soon.

In November 2008, Monterey 
County officials approved plans for 
establishment of an 80 acre veterans 
cemetery at Fort Ord. Monterey 
County Chapter MOAA members 
have been supporting this action 
since the early part of the 1990s.

The next step is for the California 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
to prepare and submit a grant 
application for federal funding.

A number of legal barriers had to 
be overcome and there is still plenty 
of work ahead. The land is available 
under the Fort Ord Reuse Plan; the 
funding is available since California 
is eligible for a $10 million federal 
cemetery construction grant.

One difficulty is that the federal 

government won’t build the 
cemetery because it is too close to 
the San Joaquin Valley National 
Cemetery site.

Another is that local funds will 
have to be raised to cover operation 
and maintenance costs, although the 
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery 
Foundation has been established to 
help meet that need.

The cemetery is expected to 
accommodate more than 13,500 
burial sites including space for casket 
burials, crypts, and a columbarium 
for ashes.

The Fort Ord property is an 
absolutely gorgeous site and will 
be a welcome addition to current 
options, particularly if it can be 
completed and opened soon for use 
by “Greatest Generation” veterans.

For full information, see www.
co.monterey.ca.us/cemetery. B

Source: Central Coast Veterans 
Foundation Web Site

GUESS 
WHO

Full details 
in next 
m o n t h ’ s 
Bulletin.



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to Fisher House  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
March 2009

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 13 March

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   19 March Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Fisher House, Scholarship or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


