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1 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM
22 Mar Luncheon 11:00 AM

5 Apr Board Meeting 10:00 AM
26 Apr Pearl Harbor 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

22 March
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

CWO4 PATRICK CLARK, USA (Ret)

Terrorism Threats

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur primary Chapter 
website is located at 

www.siliconvalleymoaa.org. Enter 
this in your address box and when 
you get to the home page, bookmark 
or add it to your favorites!

At the MOAA site, put your 
mouse over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Talk is cheap because the supply 
exceeds the demand. B

SPECIAL INVITATION

A t a typical chapter 
general membership 

luncheon we have between 45 and 
60 present, and more often than 
not the group is made up of regular 
attendees, roughly the same group 
of people who come time and 
again. With a chapter of more than 
300 members, that means a large 
percentage of the membership 
attends the luncheons infrequently 
or not at all.

If you have not been attending 
chapter meetings, this is a special 
invitation to you to attend one or 
more of the upcoming luncheons. 

The Ramada Inn is a delightful 
place where we enjoy a wonderful 
buffet lunch and great service. 
The speakers are experienced, and 
usually provide useful information 
using an entertaining style, often 
with a multi-media presentation 
with high quality photos and 
graphics. Best yet, you might have 
a chance to meet some interesting 
people and make new acquaintances 
who you’ll want to see and visit 
with time and again.

We have members walk through 
the door unassisted; others come 
in wheel chairs. Some drive 
themselves; yet others ask a relative 
or friend to drive them and attend 
as a guest. One member shows up 
regularly on his bicycle. If there is 
a will, there is a way.

Daniel Weintraub, a Sacramento 
Bee newspaper columnist, recently 
reported that, “It is conventional 
wisdom in America that the suburbs 
are soulless places where people 
lack the kind of intense connections 
with one another that are almost 
inevitable in a vibrant, densely 
populated city center. Gated or not, 
the suburbs conjure up an image of 
bedroom communities vacant by 
day and filled at night with families 
locked behind their doors or in 
their own backyards, distant from 

their neighbors in both a physical 
and social sense.”

But now comes a University 
of California-Irvine professor 
with research that casts doubt 
on that wisdom, suggesting that 
people who live in the suburbs 
are actually more likely than their 
urban counterparts to spend time 
with others. “Social interaction is 
higher, not lower, in the suburbs,” 
says Jan Brueckner, an economics 
professor and editor of the Journal 
of Urban Economics.

Other things being equal, 
suburban residents have more 
friends and confidants, invite 
friends into their homes more often 
and have greater involvement in 
community groups. People who 
live in less-densely populated 
areas, according to Brueckner, are 
more likely to join a hobby-
oriented club, attend club 
meetings and belong to a non-
church related group.

Our luncheons offer 
camaraderie with military people, 
folks with a common interest. 
Join us as soon as you can; get 
acquainted. Together we’ll have 
a delightful lunch and an overall 
pleasurable experience. The 
invitation is wide open - join us 
next month if you can and will. B

SVC Field Correspondent

LESLIE CONCANNON

A member of Silicon Valley 
Chapter of MOAA for 

many years, Leslie Concannon, 
LCDR, USN, a Pearl Harbor 
survivor and resident of Newark 
passed away peacefully at the 
Veterans Administration Extended 
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POWERBOOK DONATION

A lways interested in 
making a contribution, 

and with a sharp eye constantly 
scanning the environment, LTC Jay 
Craddock, USAF (Ret), immediate 
past president and now program 
chairman, recently discovered a 

WHy WE LOVE CHILDREN!
1) NUDITY

I was driving with my three 
young children one warm summer 
evening when a woman in the 
convertible ahead of us stood up 
and waved. She was stark naked! 
As I was reeling from the shock, I 
heard my 5-year-old shout from the 
back seat, “Mom! That lady isn’t 
wearing a seat belt!”

2) OPINIONS
On the first day of school, a first-

grader handed his teacher a note 
from his mother. The note read, 
“The opinions expressed by this 
child are not necessarily those of 
his parents.”

3) KETCHUP
A woman was trying hard to get 

the ketchup out of the jar. During 
her struggle the phone rang so she 
asked her 4-year-old daughter to 
answer the phone. “Mommy can’t 
come to the phone to talk to you 
right now. She’s hitting the bottle.”

4) MORE NUDITY
A little boy got lost at the YMCA 

and found himself in the women’s 
locker room. When he was spotted, 
the room burst into shrieks, with 
ladies grabbing towels and running 
for cover. The little boy watched in 
amazement and then asked, “What’s 
the matter, haven’t you ever seen a 
little boy before?”

Continued on page 4

Care Home in Menlo Park on 18 
November 2006 after a long struggle 
with heart disease. He was 86.

Les joined the Navy in 1938. 
His 25 years of active duty, besides 
being on the USS ARGONNE the 
morning of December 7th, brought 
him in contact with many well 
known Naval leaders. Les served on 
Admiral Nimitz’s staff. When duties 
allowed they played volleyball 
together along with another 
distinguished teammate, the then 
Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral 
Zumwalt and at another time in his 
career, Commander James Calvert, 
the skipper who took the Nautilus 
under the North Pole in 1958.

He served 7 years as aide to 
Admiral Smoot, taking them on 
many adventures ending with duty on 
Taiwan where Les and the Admiral 
met with General Chiang Kai-Chek 
on many occasions. His last tour of 
duty was as Admin Officer at the 
Naval Industrial Reserve Ordnance 
Plant at the Lockheed Missiles 
and Space Company campus in 
Sunnyvale.

A full honor Committal 
Service was held, appropriately, 
on December 7, 2006 at the San 
Joaquin Valley National Cemetery 
in Gustine. Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant. B

Mrs. Ardith Concannon

number of Apple laptop computers 
placed on the surplus list by 
Emerson School, a private K-8th 
grade Montessori type school on El 
Camino Real, Palo Alto. A quick 
inquiry and request resulted in a 
unique opportunity.

Patients at the Palo Alto Veterans 
Hospital do not always have 
access to computers and e-mail. 
Working closely with Silicon Valley 
Chapter Chaplain Fred Tittle, it was 
determined that the patients would 
find additional computers useful 
and would welcome donations.

Jay approached Emerson School 
officials and arranged to have five 
Apple PowerBook computers 
donated for use at the hospital. 
They included older, yet serviceable 
models with standard software, such 
as the 3500, and even a box of spare 
parts. Such computers are often 
described as gorgeous and compact, 
eye-catching, easy to carry, and 
constant companions of those who 
own and use them.

LTC Mike Sampognaro, USAF 
(Ret), now serving as the chapter’s 
webmaster, assisted Jay with 
evaluation, inspection, repair/
adjustment, and preparation for 
delivery. The information systems 
group at the hospital has a capability 
to upgrade or otherwise provide 
appropriate software.

The computers have e-mail 
capability, and depending on a host 

of hardware and software factors, 
access to the internet, potentially 
games and even DVD special effects. 
The computers were ready for 
donation near the end of January. B

SVC Field Correspondent
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FRANK FICHTER

L ong-time chapter member 
LTC Frank Charles 

Paul Fichter, USAF (Ret), passed 

COAST GUARD 
SACRAMENTO

C oast Guard Air Station 
Sacramento hosts the only 

fixed-wing Coast Guard element 
west of the Mississippi, daily 

5) POLICE # 1
While taking a routine vandalism 

report at an elementary school, I 
was interrupted by a little girl about 
6 years old. Looking up and down 
at my uniform, she asked, “Are 
you a cop?” “Yes,” I answered and 
continued writing the report. “My 
mother said if I ever needed help I 
should ask the police. Is that right?” 
“Yes, that’s right,” I told her. “Well, 
then,” she said as she extended her 
foot toward me, “would you please 
tie my shoe?”

6) POLICE # 2
It was the end of the day when I 

parked my police van in front of the 
station. As I gathered my equipment, 
my K-9 partner, Jake, was barking, 
and I saw a little boy staring in at me 
“Is that a dog you got back there?” 
he asked. “It sure is,” I replied. 
Puzzled, the boy looked at me and 
then towards the back of the van. 
Finally he said, “What’d he do?”

7) ELDERLY
While working for an organization 

that delivers lunches to elderly shut-
ins, I used to take my 4-year-old 
daughter on my afternoon rounds. 
She was unfailingly intrigued by 
the various appliances of old age, 
particularly the canes, walkers and 
wheelchairs. One day I found her 
staring at a pair of false teeth soaking 
in a glass. As I braced myself for the 
inevitable barrage of questions, she 
merely turned and whispered, “The 
tooth fairy will never believe this!”

8) DRESS-UP
A little girl was watching her 

parents dress for a party. When she 
saw her dad donning his tuxedo, she 
warned, “Daddy, you shouldn’t wear 
that suit.” “And why not, darling?” 
“You know that it always gives you 
a headache the next morning. “

9) DEATH
While walking along the 

sidewalk in front of his church, 
our minister heard the intoning 
of a prayer that nearly made his 
collar wilt. Apparently, his 5-year-
old son and his playmates had 
found a dead robin. Feeling that 
proper burial should be performed, 
they had secured a small box and 
cotton batting, then dug a hole and 
made ready for the disposal of the 
deceased. The minister’s son was 
chosen to say the appropriate prayers 
and with sonorous dignity intoned 
his version of what he thought his 
father always said: “Glory be unto 
the Faaather, and unto the Sonnn, 
and into the hole he goooes.”

10) SCHOOL
A little girl had just finished 

her first week of school. “I’m just 
wasting my time,” she said to her 
mother. “I can’t read, I can’t write 
and they won’t let me talk!”

11) BIBLE
A little boy opened the big 

family bible. He was fascinated as 
he fingered through the old pages. 
Suddenly, something fell out of 
the Bible. He picked up the object 
and looked at it. What he saw was 
an old leaf that had been pressed 
in between the pages. “Mama, 
look what I found,” the boy called 
out. “What have you got there, 
dear?” With astonishment in the 
young boy’s voice, he answered, “I 
think it’s Adam’s underwear.” B

Anon

away Sunday, January 21, 2007. 
A Celebration of Life was held 
Wednesday, January 24, 2007, at 
St. Simon’s Church, Los Altos. He 
was 81.

Frank lived a long, happy, joyful 
life. He was born and raised in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, joined 
the Army Air Force after graduating 
from high school, and later retired 
as a Lieutenant Colonel. He and 
his wife, Erna, attended chapter 
luncheon meetings regularly.

He graduated from Lehigh 
University with a Masters Degree 
in Engineering and retired from 
Lockheed after a long career. He 
was an active member of our MOAA 
chapter, the Elks Lodge, and SIRS.

Frank loved his hobbies. He 
enjoyed gardening, building 
furniture, volunteering at the Palo 
Alto VA Hospital, and running 
bridge games for fellow retirees. 
Throughout his life, he was always 
eager to help anyone. Frank is 
survived by his wife, sister Irene 
of Florida, son Rod of Seattle, 
daughter and son-in-law Joan and 
Jay Thomas of Los Altos, and three 
granddaughters, Julie Thomas of 
Ohio, Jenna Scott and her husband 
Tyler of Mountain View, and Jelisa 
Thomas of San Diego.

Well done, Frank; be thou at peace. 
The Chapter extends its condolences 
to family and friends. B

From a friend
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WAR ON TERROR

I n 2006 a group of terrorists 
operating out of Lodi, CA 

were discovered, apprehended, and 
prosecuted. Are there other such 
groups in Northern California and 
specifically the Bay Area?

Terrorism will be the topic at the 
upcoming March 22nd luncheon 
meeting. According to newspaper 
and other accounts, there are 
people in the Bay Area not loyal to 
the United States, even Al-Queda 
sympathizers, with many having 
been trained at terrorist camps in 
Pakistan. There are people nearby 
who are under active surveillance 
by the FBI and other local, state, 
and federal government agencies.

Our speaker is a retired U.S. 

sending four C-130 Hercules aircraft 
to patrol an area from Alaska to 
Hawaii and south to Lima, Peru. The 
organization operates from the north 
end of what used to be McClellan 
Air Force Base, a facility caught 
up in the BRAC closures for FY95. 
Today, McClellan Park is home 
to electronics and other research, 
development and manufacturing 
companies, the public schools 
system, the beautiful Lions Gate 
Hotel, site of the recent California 
Council of Chapters (CAL-MOAA) 
convention, a modern AAFES 
exchange and commissary, and 
beautiful air museum displaying 
many models of historical aircraft, 
and much more.

The Coast Guard has a variety 
of missions including search and 
rescue, delivery of cargo and 
emergency equipment, homeland 
security in coordination with a 
number of other agencies, marine 
environmental protection, fisheries 
conservation and management, and 
law enforcement directed at those 
trying to smuggle drugs into the 
United States.

The Sacramento element works 
very closely with our own California 
Air National Guard 129th Rescue 

Wing at Moffett Field, particularly 
on high seas rescues more than 500 
miles from the coast, something 
required fairly frequently according 
to officers.

At a recent briefing for MOAA 
members, the executive officer said 
they use their aircraft sometimes up 
to ninety hours a week, double the 
use of the typical Coast Guard unit. 
Today, the task of interdicting drug 
smugglers is a time-consuming, 
technology-centered, and downright 
dangerous effort. Most of the 
marijuana and hard drugs coming 
into the country are coming from the 
Central and South American areas, 
usually by highly powered 50-70 
mph fast boats, making mission 
accomplishment difficult.

When the Coast Guard asked 
for a clarification of its rules of 
engagement, specifically if they 
could take perpetrators under fire, 
the Department of Homeland 
Security response was “you can 
shoot, but don’t hurt anybody.” 
The Coast Guard created a special 
.50 caliber sniper rifle with laser 
technology scopes and other aiming 
equipment and they are currently in 
use today. The C-130 crew, with the 
help of locally based helicopters and 
cutters, will intercept a suspected 
smuggler, order the craft to stop 
engines, and prepare to board the 
vessel. If the order is refused, Coast 
Guard personnel will carefully fire 
a .50 caliber round into the engine 
block, sometimes the blocks of up to 
four engines, and that generally will 
disable the craft, making boarding 
and capture possible.

Another important mission is to 
patrol well off the coast in search 
of foreign fishing boats operating 
illegally, particularly in United 

States and Canadian waters, often 
using heavy equipment to drag the 
ocean floor and literally wipe out all 
fish for many miles. The Fisheries 
Conservation and Management Act 
of 1976 established a 200-mile limit 
and enforcement takes a lot of time 
and other resources.

The 180 personnel Coast Guard 
organization is an outgrowth 
of Coast Guard Air Station San 
Francisco. With the growth of the 
unit and addition of four engine 
high performance aircraft, it was 
necessary to move much of the 
activity to McClellan at Sacramento. 
The 10,600 foot runway meets 
the Coast Guard’s needs for air 
operations; there is plenty of hangar 
space, storage buildings, plus 
housing units and support services 
for Coast Guard families. B

SVC Field Correspondent

Continued on page 6
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INSTALLATION  OF 2007 OFFICERS

Left to Right: Installing Officer LTC Pete Sobrino, CANG; 
CAPT Lloyd McBeth USN, President; CDR John Ward, USN, 
1st VP; COL Bill van der Molen, USA, Treasurer; CDR Bob 
Smith, USN, Secretary; COL Warren Enos, AUS, 2nd VP.

Army counter-intelligence agent 
who will give evidence of a terrorist 
threat in our area. Even now he 
works closely with the federal Anti-
Terrorism Task Force to help root 
out potential problems before they 
result in an incident.

He will give us an overview of 
the War On Terror right here in the 
Bay Area, the general locations 
of potential terrorist groups, 
their characteristics and methods 
of operation, where and how 
they were trained, and how they 
attempt to infiltrate the military 
as well as local, state, and federal 
governments. Of particular interest 
will be his description of Islamic 
gangs committing extortion and 
other crimes down to the high 
school level.

This is one program you won’t 
want to miss!

SVC Field Correspondent

ARMy RESERVE TO 
MOFFETT

A  brand new U.S. 
Army Reserve Regional 

Readiness Sustainment Command 
(RRSC) is in the process of moving 
into Moffett Federal Airfield, 
according to Chief of Staff Colonel 
Dan Vargas. The organization 
became provisional in October 
2006.

Until the present, there were 10 
Army Reserve Commands located 
throughout the United States. As 
a result of Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC) actions and force 
reorganizations, that number has 
been reduced to 4. With certain 
realignments, Regional Readiness 
Sustainment Commands have been 
created which have a mission to 
provide general and direct support 
to the so-called mission or fighting 
units. Such support includes base 
infrastructure development and 
maintenance.

The new RRSC to be established 
at Moffett ultimately will have 225+ 
Army Reserve Troop Program Unit 
positions, 100+ civilian/military 
dual status technician positions, 
125+ civilian Department of the 
Army positions, and 38 active Guard 
and Reserve (AGR) positions. 
Major General Bruce Casella, the 

organization’s commanding general, 
will have responsibilities covering 
the 7 Western States.

“This is going to be a big deal for 
Moffett Field and the surrounding 
communities,” said COL Vargas. 
“Ground will be broken this year on 
a new U.S. Army Reserve facility to 
be build in the area just south of the 
Ames Research Center wind tunnel; 
it will be a source of a lot of good jobs 
for people in the local communities.” 
The Navy Lodge manager is already 
making tentative plans to update 
and expand the facility, and over 
time this organization could prompt 
bigger and better commissary and 
Exchange services.

Although COL Vargas is currently 
the only RRSC member on site, a 
command sergeant major and several 
other specialists have been hired and 
will report for duty soon. Plans are 
underway to remodel and furnish the 
organization’s Moffett facilities, the 
large dining hall not far from NEX 
#2. It’s likely all personnel will 
be on site and functional near the 
end of the 2008-09 timeframe. B

SVC Field Correspondent

ROSTER ADDENDA
Please update your 2003 Roster

Auxiliaries
Mrs Ardith Concannon, 6106 
Bennington Dr, Newark, CA 94560-
2425, phone 510-797-8194
Mrs Erna Fichter, 1621 Wakefield 
Ter, Los Altos 94024-5865, phone 
650-964-8030

Deceased
LCDR Leslie E Concannon, USN
LTC Frank Fichter, USAF

Dropped Out
CAPT Julian Newton, USN: Moved 
from area



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilasry Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED March 2007

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNyVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 16 March

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $20.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 22 March Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN yOUR PAyMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


