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The Silicon Valley Chapter meets at 129th Support Group, 
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through the courtesy of

COL AMOS BAGDASARIAN, CO

“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
by the Silicon Valley Chapter, MOAA
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Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047
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(Near the Chapel)
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Volume VI Issue 2 February 2009

5 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM
19 Feb Luncheon 11:00 AM
5 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM

19 Mar Medical Research 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

19 February
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Dr S. William Seidman
Neuro-surgeon

Health Care System in the US

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Scholarships will be presented

Remember new day of month and location
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

If you’ve been together long 
enough to be on your seconed 
bottle of Tabasco sauce, you can 
bet your marriage will last. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

WAR AND REMEMBRANCE

D ecember, 1944. Every 
army unit has an OD, an 

officer of the day, and, in the off 
hours, a CQ, a charge of quarters. 
At Depot E-508-A it was decided 
that the CQ would also take charge 
of our switchboard (SWB), which 
seems quite sensible. The only 
difficulty was that there was just 
about no good OJT for this. The 
CQ was given a cot in the small 
switchboard room, and a quick 
introduction to how the SWB 
worked. It was a handsome piece 
of furniture, lots of cherry or 
mahogany wood, and hand operated 
plugs and jacks, and pretty lights.

On the evening when I was CQ, 
I made up my cot and prepared 
for some reading, and went to bed 
around eleven or so. The SWB rang 
and lit up very soon afterwards; 
someone wanted the OD. I reached 

him, and may have pushed the 
switch the wrong way once or 
twice; this would cause the ring to 
go off in the man’s ear instead of 
in his phone, or would make the 
caller get the wrong signal. I know 
that eventually I got the connection 
through, and went back to bed. 

Right away there was another call, 
and then several more. Something 
was going on somewhere, and I did 
not know what or where.

This was my personal 
introduction to the Battle of the 
Bulge. Some of our lines had 
been penetrated up in Belgium, 
and in the Ardennes region. In our 
Depot E-508-B, just down the road 
from us, there were about 1,500 
to 2,000 German prisoners of war 
(POW’s), and there were more 
in another sub-depot. People in 
higher headquarters wanted our 
CO to know that there had been 
a breakthrough by the Germans, 
and that we should be aware of the 
presence of Gestapo agents among 
the prisoners; they wanted us to 
take the right precautions, and I 
guess we did. The SWB remained 
active more or less all night, and I 
was glad when I was relieved by the 
regular operators in the morning, 
and learned more about what was 
going on.

Note: In this excerpt from a 
prepared description of WWII 
experiences, chapter member LTC 
Fred Weed, AUS, was serving as 
an enlisted soldier in France. B

SVC Field Correspondent

CYCLING IN GERMANY

I n response to an early 
2007 survey asking about 

preferences for luncheon meeting 
speakers and subjects, member 
international travel reports were 
high on the list.

Those who attended the 
December 2008 holiday luncheon, 
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the last to be held at the Sunnyvale 
Ramada Inn, were not disappointed. 
An illustrated central Germany 
bicycle trip presentation by Col 
Keith Giles, USAF, and the chapter’s 
newsletter “The Bulletin” editor, 
brought enthusiastic applause and 
expressions of appreciation.

The last luncheon at the Ramada 
attracted more than 40 members 
and guests, including most of the 
Reserve Officer’s Association 
(ROA) executive committee. As 
usual, the luncheon was delightful, 
the tables were beautifully decorated 
for the holidays, and the wait staff 
was presented with a financial 
token of thanks for many years of 
extraordinary service.

The travelogue, titled “A Tale of 
Two Rivers” and featuring many 
high quality full color photos and 
Keith’s commentary, opened with a 
visit to the headwaters of the Altmühl 
River near Rothenburg, Bavaria, a 
gorgeous landscape characterized 
by spotlessly clean quaint villages, 
beautiful vistas, castles on the peaks, 
interesting architecture, friendly 
people, and the ever present typical 
restaurants for coffee and cake.

Keith’s journey took him over 
the backroads, through the green 
grass covered open spaces and the 
forests, across the rivers on auto 
and pedestrian ferries, often in sight 
of the famed European river cruise 
ships. He met other cyclists, formed 
casual relationships, shared hotels 
and meals together, and had some 
wonderful experiences. It was a 
classic “Blue Highways” venture.

At one point Keith showed a 
series of photos of a long-abandoned 
U.S. Army installation – the 
post exchange building; gasoline 
station which is no longer used but 

hasn’t changed over the years; the 
barracks; and even a large library 
building which is used today as an 
English language book depository. 
Perhaps those photos brought back 
some memories. The signs at the 
main gate today advertise civilian 
organizations using the buildings 
and grounds.

Keith made his way to the 
headwaters of the Main River and 
later photographs the Frankfurt 
skyline. His bike route took him 
close by the airport and he was 
able to photograph some of the 
international air carrier flights 
as they left for far corners of the 
world.

The trip of more than 500 miles 
showed what appeared to be an 
unspoiled paradise, a far cry from 
the concrete and asphalt covered, 
often litter-filled, Silicon Valley 
of today. Keith’s presentations 
have become a Christmas season 
tradition and they seem to be 
getting better and better. B

SVC Field Correspondent

FLIGHT TO JUNEAU

E arly in the Christmas 
holiday season a delightful 

young lady needed help, specifically 
an airline ticket home to Juneau, 
Alaska.

Lt Col, Jay Craddock, USAF, a 
chapter past president and currently 
membership chair, immediately 
responded and in just a few days 
collected $500 in member and other 
donations. The ticket was purchased 
and the flight was arranged for 

December 12th.
Retired U.S. Army Sgt. Paul 

Gregory, living at Shenandoah 
Village just outside the Moffett 
Federal Airfield main gate and a 
patient for more than two years at 
the Palo Alto Veterans Hospital, 
began to experience life-threatening 
seizures. He was rushed to the 
intensive care unit at the hospital. 
Sgt Gregory was almost killed by 
an improvised explosive device 
(IED) while serving in Iraq and 
returned to the Continental United 
States (CONUS) suffering from a 
traumatic brain injury.

His young wife, Maily, living 
near her parents in Juneau, attending 
school, and working sometimes full 
time, used what funds she had for 
last minute travel to Palo Alto and 
her husband’s hospital room. She 
bought a one way airline ticket 

because the future was anything but 
clear. Paul and Maily, very pleasant 
and likeable young people in their 
early to mid-20s, have no children.

Maily was welcomed warmly at 
the nearby Fisher House during the 
period her husband was hospitalized. 
Most of her needs were covered 
by meager family resources or the 
wonderful support of people in the 
area.

Their story is that of a young 
couple, struggling to get a start in 

Continued on Page 4
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life, with Paul serving in harm’s 
way and now a wounded warrior, 
and Maily trying to support him as 
best she can, both trying to meet 
the challenges of life away from 
home, the Veterans Administration 
bureaucracy and medical system, 
and the local economy. Paul said 
he had been discharged from the 
military and didn’t even know it 
until he missed two paychecks.

Today the seizures seem to have 
subsided and Paul is stable again. 
It was time for Maily to return to 
Juneau.

The need for an airline ticket 
came to the chapter’s attention when 
Chaplain Fred Tittle was contacted 
by a military liaison officer to the 
VA. It was important for Maily 
to get home to assist her parents, 
catch up on her studies, and return 
to work. It was soon clear that the 
young couple were destitute and 
there were no funds available for 
the trip home.

Chaplain Tittle, until a few 
months ago a Palo Alto Veterans 
Hospital chaplain, served as the 
Silicon Valley Chapter chaplain until 
he began arranging local housing for 
discharged veterans who were not 
yet able to function on their own in 
society. Sgt Paul Gregory was one 
of those veterans.

This experience called to 
everyone’s attention the difficult 
situation faced by so many of our 
returning veterans, and particularly 
those with serious injuries.

It was an honor this holiday 
season to respond so quickly to this 
young couple’s specific need. Maily 
returned to Juneau, Alaska with 
best wishes for a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year B

SVC Field Correspondent

CAR WIRELESS REMOTES

R umors via e-mail and 
word-of-mouth are 

making the rounds that thieves have 
an electronic device which can copy 
the code of a wireless car remote – 
therefore getting into your car and 
stealing whatever you have in it.

THE TRUTH

TruthOrFiction.com has not 
found any documented case of a 
car being broken into by thieves 
using an electronic cloning device 
to duplicate the code of a wireless 
remote. Snopes.com also has the 
same thing to say about this rumor.

This eRumor, which began 
circulating in July, 2008, does not 
include any information about 
when, where, and to whom this 
event occurred.

The experts we consulted say 
that at the present time, such a 
criminal event could not happen 
with most cars.

Virtually all of the cars that unlock 
with remote keyless devices are 
protected by an encryption system 
called Keelog, which scrambles the 
wireless transmissions so nobody 
could monitor and clone them.

According to MSNBC blogger 
Bob Sullivan, there is a group of 
researchers in Israel and Belgium 
who claim to have discovered a way 
to figure out the coding of a wireless 
locking system, but it’s fairly time 
consuming and is not being used by 
thieves.

This eRumor may have been 
sparked by the memory of some of 
the original keyless systems first 
introduced in the 1980s. They were 
simpler and it was easier for a hacker 
to detect the wireless code.

Don’t automatically believe 
everything you hear. B

Your Editor

FEBRUARY SPEAKER
Fraud is the result of government 

and insurance company control 
of health care. The growth of 
bureaucracy is a precursor to 
incompetence and soaring costs 
of medical care. A lack of clinical 
diagnosis and dependence on 
expensive testing has increased 
costs while decreasing the doctor’s 
competence. The result is a trillion 
dollars in waste and deception.

Author of the 2008 medical 
bestseller “Trillion Dollar Scam: 
Exploding Health Care Fraud,” Dr. 
Saul William “Bill” Seidman, M.D. 
F.A.C.S., will speak at the chapter’s 
February luncheon and will detail 
the origin of medical fraud and 
waste and offer solutions for fixing 
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the broken U.S. healthcare system.
Dr. Seidman was a Lieutenant, 

Medical Corps, in the U.S. Naval 
Reserve and perfomed Naval 
Hospital volunteer durty in Vietnam 
1963-64, at Atsugi, Japan 1964-65, 
and later in Thailand 1965-66.

In an earlier 2007 book, 
“Inevitable Incompetence, Soaring 
Medical Costs, and Dangerous 
Medical Care”, Dr. Seidman says 
that the present bureaucratized, 
fragmented, and disintegrated 
program called “medical care” bears 
little resemblance to the practice of 
medicine. Today’s medical care is 
dysfunctional, and the book details 
the growing danger and outrageous 
expenses in medical care.

Dr. Seidman says we have two 
choices. We can follow the delusion 
of “universal health care” or we can 
accept a market approach to health 
care. Putting patients in charge of 
their health care is a market approach. 
It guarantees competence, at least. 
Universal health care is sickness 
care administered by politicians, 
bureaucrats, CEOs and other 
proven incompetents. None of these 
“medicrats” knows how medicine 
is practiced. The administrators are 
driven by politics and economics. 
Excellence is destroyed in the 
initial stages of what is called 
“single payer” health care, and the 
destruction of competence follows 
the destruction of excellence.

Dr. Seidman is a retired 
neurosurgeon with more than 25 
years of experience in practice and 
teaching. He completed his his 
neurosurgery residency at Yale in 
1971, worked at Kaiser Redwood 
City 1971-74, and spent 25 years 
at El Camino Hospital in Mountain 
View. He taught at UCSF and is a 

lifetime member of the American 
College of Surgeons. He was board 
certified in 1973.

Chapter members are likely 
to hear some great ideas on 
how our medical system can 
be returned to excellence. B

Source: Biography 

FISHER HOUSE
The following letter from 

Elizabeth Joyce Freeman, Director, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Palo Alto Health Care System, was 
received by the chapter:

I wish to extend my personal 
thanks to you and the members of 
the Military Officers Association of 
America for your recent donation to 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System. 
Our veteran patients appreciate 
your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Your donation in the amount 
of $2000 has been deposited into 
General Post Fund #2203, Family 
Home Fund, to be used to support 
the Fisher House. The Fisher House 
serves as a home away from home 
for family members providing 
emotional support to their loved ones 
while they receive VA treatment. It 
is commendable that you appreciate 
the impact that being ill or wounded 
has on the families of veterans and 
service members, as well as the 
service member themselves. VA 
provides some of the best health 
care in the world to our active duty 
service members and our veterans. 
Thanks to your contribution, we 
can also support the families who 
play such an important role in their 
recuperation. Your support of the 

Family Home Fund helps make it 
possible for these families to focus 
on their loved ones and not worry 
about transportation or hotel costs.

On behalf of the VA Palo Alto 
Health Care System, I thank you for 
your deep concern for our nation’s 
service members, veterans and their 
families.

Well done, chapter 
members and auxiliaries. B

RETIRED AND ANNUITANT 
PAY TAx INFORMATION

R etirees and annuitants 
can sign into their myPay 

accounts to obtain copies of Internal 
Revenue Service Form 1099-R. By 
default, a myPay account holder 
consents to receive ONLY an 
electronic 1099R. However, retirees 
can opt out of this electronic election 
through myPay, or they can submit 
a written request to the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service 
(DFAS

If you do not receive your 
statement by mid-January 2009, it 
typically is for one of two reasons. 

The most common reason is retirees 
and annuitants not contacting DFAS 
to change their address. In these 
cases, the statements will be returned 
to DFAS to process as a change of 
address request. The other reason 

Continued on Page 6
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OUR NEW LUNCHEON LOCATIONis because the retiree has requested 
or already has a myPay personal 
identification number (PIN), and 
myPay is consenting to receive 
ONLY an electronic 1099R. The 
exception to this rule is if the retiree 
has requested either the Retiree 
Account Statement (RAS) or the 
1099R be mailed to them, in which 
case both forms will be mailed to 
the retiree’s current address.

If either of these situations occurs, 
customers have several options 
to obtain their earning statements 
or their 1099Rs.The quickest and 
simplest way is by accessing the 
myPay system. If the customer 
has a myPay PIN, they have the 
ability to access their pay account to 
change their current correspondence 
address and to view and print their 
current earning statements and their 
1099Rs. New users or customers 
who need a new myPay PIN can 
request one by accessing myPay.

Additional questions and 
concerns should be directed to 
DFAS by calling (800) 321-1080. 
Tax information also is available 
on the DFAS Web site. B

Excerpts from a MOAA E-Mail
© 2009 MOAA, All rights reserved

INSTALLATION OF 2009 OFFICERS

L to R: President, CAPT Lloyd McBeth, USN; 1st V-P CDR John 
Ward, USN; Secretary, CDR Robert Smith, USN; Treasurer, COL 
Bill van Der Molen, USA; absent, 2nd V-P COL Warren Enos, AUS

THE CHOW LINE



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
February 2009

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 13 February

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 19 February Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


