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7 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM
28 Feb Luncheon 11:00 AM
6 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM

27 Feb TBA 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

28 February
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

LTC JAY CRADDOCK, USAF

The West
in

Photos

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

President’s Day - 18 February

Lincoln’s Birthday
12 February

Washington’s Birthday
22 February
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

On your way up the ladder of 
success watch out for the person 
behind you. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE

A t the Council of 
Chapters meeting in 

San Louis Obispo a question was 
asked from  the audience regarding 
the availability of assistance to 
survivors of members with USAA 
accounts. The following was the 
answer from MOAA.

Thank you for e-mailing the 
USAA Financial Advice Center 
regarding the free consultation 
with a USAA Certified Financial 
Planner TM that a surviving USAA 
member is entitled to. USAA 
understands that losing a loved one 
is difficult from both an emotional 
and financial standpoint. As such, 
the Survivor Relations Team at 
USAA which helps surviving 
USAA members transition the 
decedent’s accounts offers the free 
consultation with the planners. The 
consultation is to serve as a free 
resource to the survivor where they 
can bounce basic probate questions, 
estate transfer, inheritance 
questions, and to answer any other 
inquiries the member may have.

There are a few basic 
requirements though. The decedent 
should have passed away no less 
than a year ago and the decedent 
must have been an immediate 
family member. The consultation 
services are also offered to 
member’s whose immediate family 
member is terminally ill. If you 
have any  further questions, please 
do not hesitate to call the USAA 
Financial Advice Center at (800) 
771-9960.

 I hope that this helps and thank 
you for your membership!

 Sincerely, Domingo Villarruel, 
CFP, CRPC Financial advice 
provided by the Financial Advice 

Center as a service of USAA 
Financial Planning Services 
Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as 
USAA Financial Insurance Agency 
in California), and USAA Financial 
Advisors, Inc., a registered broker 
dealer. Bank products provided by 
USAA Federal Savings Bank, equal 
housing lender, Member FDIC. B

Via E-mail

ABOUT PAID-UP SBP/RSFPP

P articipants in the Survivor 
Benefit Plan (SBP) and 

Retired Serviceman’s Family 
Protection Plan (RSFPP) have a 
new milestone to mark. Effective 1 
October 2008, participants in either 
the SBP or RSFPP, who reach 70 
years of age and have made 360 
payments (30 years), will no longer 
have to pay premiums for continued 
annuity coverage. Retirees who 
meet the qualifications will be 
placed in “Paid-up” status.

Retirees will not need to take any 
action to be placed in Paid-up status 
and have their premiums stopped. 
This will be done automatically 
by the Defense Finance and 
Accounting Service (DFAS) once 
the eligibility criteria is met. The 
law does not allow for refunds of 
premiums paid before 1 October 
2008, even if the retiree may have 
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reached 70 years of age and made 
360 or more premium payments 
before that date.

The number of premium 
payments made and the age of the 
retiree will be monitored by DFAS. 
Retirees who will be eligible for 
Paid-up status on 1 October 2008, 
or who meet eligibility requirements 
within a short period of time of the 
effective date, will be notified by 
mail of their impending Paid-up 
status. Notification is scheduled to 
occur in May 2008.

Retirees will also notice a 
change to the Retiree Account 
Statement (RAS) beginning with 
the December 2008 annual RAS. 
A Paid-up premium “counter” will 
be included to help monitor their 
eligibility status. The counter will 
represent the number of premiums 
paid to date and will appear on each 
RAS issued after December 2008, 
whether annually or as a result of a 
pay change.

The DFAS web site will be 
updated as more Paid-up SBP 
information becomes available. 
Retirees should check it periodically 
in order to stay informed of 
any new developments. B
Taddled from Retired Pay Newsletter

THE VETERAN

W e as Americans owe 
our sincere thanks to 

many individuals and organizations 
for their efforts in establishing, 
developing, and maintaining our 
great country. However, it is to 
the military veterans, both living 
and deceased, that we owe our 
enduring gratitude for their efforts 

in ensuring that our freedoms have 
been protected and sustained.

Through our history, millions 
of our people have served in the 
military and became veterans. And 
during times of war over 1.3 million 
veterans died in the line of duty, 
and over 1.6 million veterans were 
wounded. Thus, due to the service 
and sacrifice of the veterans, it is the 
veteran, not the politician, who has 
given us the right to vote. It is the 
veterans, not the campus organizer 
or public radical, who has given us 
the freedom to assemble. It is the 

veteran, not the preacher, who has 
given us freedom of religion. It is 
the veteran, not the reporter, who 
has given us freedom of the press. 
It is the veteran, not the orator, who 
has given us freedom of speech. It is 
the veteran, not the lawyer, who has 
given us the right to a fair trial. It 
is the veteran, not the movie-maker, 
who has truly enshrined military 
engagements and victories. It is the 
veteran who salutes the flag, not the 
celebrity who waves it, that truly 
honors our American flag.

So let us remember and 
honor our veterans, because 
they have always embraced 
and demonstrated the concept 
of duty, honor, and country. B

Bill O’Brien

BLUE ANGEL SCHEDULE
March 15-16 - Sacramento
Oct 4-5 - Mirimar NAS, San Diego
Oct 11-12 - San Francisco
Subject to change and weather 
permitting

SBP

B eginning April 1, 2008, 
there will no longer be a 

Social Security Offset and Survivor 
Benefit Plan annuitants will receive 
the maximum 55 percent of the 
annuity base. This will mark the 
final stage of a four-year phase-out 
that was part of congressionally 
mandated Social Security Offset 
Legislation (Public Law 108-374) 
and implemented by the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service.

The final phase re-computation 
should be reflected in the annuitant’s 
April account statement and May 
1 payment. The first incremental 
change occurred Oct. 1, 2005, when 
any annuitant receiving SBP at less 
than 40 percent of the base annuity 
had his or her annuity increased to 40 
percent. The phase-out has resulted in 
thousands of survivors getting more 
money from their SBP annuities. 

Taddled from Afterburner

If you have 2007 on your label 
and have not sent in a renewal, 
then you will no longer receive 
The Bulletin.

Last chance
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Active MOAA Members can call 
toll-free 1-800-234-6622 to have a 
printed copy mailed to them. Please 
have your member number readily 
available.

Attention Life Members: Call 
your special access phone number 
to receive priority order status!

Orders for publications cannot 
be processed through our web site 
at this time. We apologize for any 
inconvenience.

The discounted member price 
is available only to active MOAA 
members whose membership is 
current at the time the order is 
placed. To be considered a current 
regular or Auxiliary member in 
good standing, annual membership 
dues must be paid in full or member 
must have Life Membership.

Membership in MOAA is 
open to commissioned officers 
or warrant officers - active duty, 
retired, Guard, Reserve and former 
- in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Army, 
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Marine Corps, 
U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Public 
Health Service and NOAA. Please 
allow 2 - 3 weeks for delivery. B

MOAA Web Site

If you have 2007 on your label 
and have not sent in a renewal, 
then you will no longer receive 
The Bulletin.

Last chance

ESTATE PLANNING

M OAA has just published 
a new estate planning 

booklet, Item #1-909. Use this guide 
to help develop a coherent estate 
plan for the orderly distribution 
of your assets, the protection 
of minor children, planning for 
potential incapacity, and avoiding 
unnecessary (and costly) probate 
fees and estate taxes.

Active MOAA Member Price: 
FREE 

Non-Member and Guest Price: 
$14.95 

TABLE OF CONTENTS
*Introduction 
*The Basics: Wills, Living Wills 
and Healthcare Powers of Attorney 
*Probate and Property Ownership: 
How Assets Transfer 
*Living Trusts: Pros and Cons  
*Credit Shelter Trusts: Minimizing 
Federal Estate Taxes 
*Special Situations: Divorce/
Remarriage, Non-U.S. Spouses, 
Unmarried Couples 
*Lifetime Gifting 
*Life-Stages Checklist 
*Summary

Members: Download your free 
electronic copy. (login required, 
www.moaa.org/pubs_infoex_
estate2.htm,).

AROUND THE BAY

I f you want to get out of 
the house for a day, or 

perhaps show someone from out 
of town around, here’s a way to do 
it. Start by boarding a CALTRAIN 

“baby bullet” commute train at the 
Sunnyvale station just after 8:30am. 
After making only six quick stops, 
the train arrives at the Fourth and 
King Street station in San Francisco 
in just less than an hour. Senior fare 
is about $3. Take a short walk to the 
corner and board the Muni Railroad 
car which will take you past the 
San Francisco Giants ballpark and 
on to Embarcadero Station. Senior 
fare about 35¢ – ask for a transfer. 
It’s a nice ride along the waterfront 
and then into a tunnel which goes a 
couple miles to the station.

Walk upstairs to Market Street 
and note the area. If you like to 
walk, you might even want to 
wander up and over to Chinatown; 
if not, you’ll see a lot of sights in 
the financial district. And there are 
plenty of Starbuck’s coffee houses 
if you want to take a break.

When ready, board a northbound 
1950s era streetcar, presenting 
your transfer, that will take you the 
short distance to the Ferry Building 
and then along the Embarcadero 
to Piers 39-41 and world-famous 
Fisherman’s Wharf. It should be 
about 10:30am. This is a great 
area to explore on foot, walking 
the length of Pier 39 and viewing 
the shops, watching the tourists, 
having a snack, and observing the 
sea lions.

It’s an easy walk next door to 
Fisherman’s Wharf where you can 
inspect a World War II submarine, 
check out a famed liberty ship, 
examine the fishing boats, perhaps 
even indulge in a crab cocktail. As 
time and energy permit, you can 
continue along the tourist route 
visiting shops, museums, and other 
attractions. Again, if you like to 
walk, consider taking a close look 
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If you have 2007 on your label 
and have not sent in a renewal, 
then you will no longer receive 
The Bulletin.

Last chance

at Fort Mason and its upgraded 
and remodeled facilities. It’s a 
U.S. Army facility which brings 
back images of California and San 
Francisco military history.

At 12:05pm, just shortly after the 
noon hour, board the San Francisco-
Alameda-Oakland ferry boat at pier 
41, which will make a quick stop at 
the Ferry Building and then continue 
to Oakland’s Jack London Square. 
Enroute you’ll get a close look at the 
Coast Guard facility on Yerba Buena 
Island, the new Oakland Bay Bridge 
under construction, container ships 
at anchor on the bay, the Port of 
Oakland and its operations, perhaps 
a brief glance at the aircraft carrier 
Hornet at its berth at what used to 
be the Alameda Naval Air Station, 
and the Oakland estuary sights and 
sounds. Senior fare about $2.50.

Upon arrival at Oakland, you’ll 
see President Roosevelt’s yacht 
“Potomac” tied up and available 
for a tour. You’ll have time to take 
a short walk, perhaps wander into 
the Borders book store, see some of 
the specialty shops, inspect author 
Jack London’s Alaska cabin and a 
historic saloon, but certainly have 
lunch at any number of the 
fine restaurants.

Just after 2pm, board the 
southbound Amtrak Capitol train 
arriving from Sacramento and 
continuing on to San Jose. Senior 
fare about $11. You’ll pass through 
east Oakland, the San Leandro and 
Hayward areas, on to Fremont and 
Newark, then passing the late 1800s 
town of Drawbridge just before 
crossing through Alviso, Santa 
Clara, and finally arriving at Diridon 
Station in San Jose, the final stop. 
It’ll then be only a short wait for a 
CALTRAIN commuter northbound 

to Sunnyvale, the starting point. 
Senior fare: About $1.60.

If you make this trip, and you’ll 
be tired when completed, you will 
have seen much of the San Francisco-
Oakland-San Jose bay area, and the 
memories will be stacked deep. B

SVC Field Correspondent

CHAPTER AT WORK

M embers sometimes 
wonder what the 

chapter does throughout the 
year. The chapter represents its 
members:

*To National MOAA in 
Alexandria, VA. Efforts are 
constantly being made to contact 
the MOAA staff, get acquainted, 
let them know chapter wants and 
needs, and in turn communicate 
MOAA interests to members.

*To the United States Congress. 
That’s done by advising the 
California Council of Chapters 
(CAL-MOAA) of member 
legislative concerns, which are later 
carried to Washington during the 
“Storming the Hill” event.

*To the California State 
Legislature. Chapter ideas about 
new legislation for veterans are 
presented to the California State 
Commanders Veterans Council 
(CSCVC) which in turn asks a 
paid lobbyist to develop action as 
appropriate.

The chapter plans, organizes, 

initiates and evaluates a variety of 
events and activities:

*The monthly luncheons are 
generally attended by 50-60 people 
and often more;

*Scholarships are awarded 
interested, talented, and needy 
ROTC students and military unit 
personnel.

*Achievement medals are 
provided exceptional ROTC cadets 
at the spring high school and college 
awards ceremonies.

*Generous donations have been 
made to the Fisher House in Palo 
Alto.

*The chapter has often honored a 
severely injured Palo Alto Veterans 
Hospital patient by providing an 
invitation to the monthly luncheon.

*Efforts are underway to expand 
the relationship with the hospital 
by providing special services, as 
appropriate.

*Social events are scheduled 
from time to time, such as visits to 
a local winery for good food and 
entertainment.

The chapter communicates with 
its members and others:

*With the assistance of the 
chapter’s webmaster, LTC Mike 
Sampognaro, USAF, the chapter 
has developed an attractive 
website which provides general 
information about the chapter, its 
leadership, governance, as well 
as news and information, www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org/;

*The chapter has been producing 
and distributing the monthly 
newsletter, the Bulletin, 11 months 
each year, with a focus on local 
news and useful information. B

Adapted from Board Minutes
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER
Every day, along about evening
When the sunlight’s beginning to fail
I ride through the slumbering shadow
Along the Navajo Trail

A  survey of recent 
luncheon attendees 

showed that members have a decided 
interest in the travelogue. Our own 
LTC Jay Craddock, USAF, will give 
a slide show of a visit to the great 
American Southwest.

Flagstaff, Arizona is the starting 
point on this trip east to the Navajo 
Indian Reservation and past Walnut 
Canyon National Monument, 
Meteor Crater, the Petrified Forest, 
and the Painted Desert. The 
September colors are stunning. The 
Navajo Indian Reservation extends 
southwest across Arizona’s Black 
Mesa, entirely surrounding the Hopi 
Indian Reservation. Several notable 
sites of natural beauty are located 
within the reservation, one of which 
is Canyon de Chelly.

Monument Valley is a special 
place. It’s an area of free standing 
sandstone rock forms that rise 
majestically from the desert floor 
to more than 1,000 feet, creating 
a truly magical desert landscape. 
The beauty of the area is a fact well 
documented by numerous Western 
movies.

The Grand Canyon is the most 
famous natural attraction in the USA 
and possibly the world. Few people 
forget their first sight of the Grand 
Canyon and its beauty.

Goldfield Mine near Phoenix, 
in the general area of Superstition 
Mountain, is an authentic 1890s 
ghost town, the only authentic such 
town in the valley.

Jay served for four years as 
chapter president. He’s retired 

from the California Air National 
Guard after having flown 46 B-25 
combat missions over Northern 
Italy and Yugoslavia. He and his 
wife, Bea, live in Los Altos. B

SVC Field Correspondent

JUNE COFFEE

L ong time chapter director 
and auxiliary chair Mrs. 

June Coffee passed away November 
5, 2007 in New York. “She loved 
the Marines, her country, and golf,” 
said past president CDR Gordon 
Rollman. “Semper Fi!” June had a 
special interest in and love for the 
chapter’s auxiliaries, providing 
information, offering assistance and 
resources, and serving as liaison 
between auxiliaries and the chapter’s 
board of directors and between the 
chapter and MOAA National.

Born in Rockford, Illinois, she 
enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1943, 
completed radio operator school 
at Miami University in Oxford, 

Ohio, and was initially assigned 
an intelligence post at Marine Air 
Station, El Toro, California. Later 
she was moved to Operations in 
the control tower and through that 
position became acquainted with 
famous aviators Joe Foss, Gregory 
Boyington, and Marion Carl, Marine 
aces and World War II heroes. She 
spent more than 28 years in Marine 
aviation.

June was predeceased by her 
husband who was a career officer. 
She has been buried in San Diego 
next to him. She leaves two daughters 
and three granddaughters.

Be thou at peace. Well done. B
Obituary/Bio

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2008
L to R: CAPT Lloyd McBeth, President; CDR John Ward, 1st VP; COL 
Warren Enos, 2nd VP; CDR Bob Smith, Secretary; COL Bill van der 
Molen, Teasurer; LTC Jay Craddock, Past President

ROSTER ADDENDA
New Members

CAPT Jonathon Klein, USA, 644 

Palm Haven Ave, San Jose, CA 
95125-2246

Auxiliaries
Mrs Geneva Schaller, 1016 Fig Ave, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087-1701, phone  
408-736-6671

Deceased
Mrs Marguerite Boston
LTJG Otto Schaller, USN

Dropped Out
Mrs Bea Andrews
LTC Ollie R. Guinn, USA



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
February 2008

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNYVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 22 February

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $20.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 28 February Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

If you have 2007 on your label 
and have not sent in a renewal, 
then you will no longer receive 
The Bulletin.

Last chance


