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Volume IV Issue 11 December 2007

6 Dec Board Meeting 10:00 AM
20 Dec Luncheon 11:00 AM

3 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
24 Jan tba 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

20 December
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

COL KEITH GILES, USAF

Europe By Train

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

There are two types of people:  
Those who divide people into two 
types, and those who don’t. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539
or
Call 1-800-234-6622
or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

DONATIONS & TAxES

A   practicing CPA, I 
stew about tax traps 

long before April 15th. New rules; 
consider acting now to document 
donations already made.

Cancelled checks, credit card 
receipts, electronic transfer records 
or other bank records are now 
required for all donations unless the 
charity issues a receipt. The issue is 
proving smaller, casual donations, 
for example, while traveling.

Cash (i.e. green currency) in 
the church plate or coins in the 
Salvation Army Christmas kettle 
will not be deductible unless the 
Pastor or Santa issues receipts.

One needs a receipt from the 
charity for any donation of $250 or 
more.

You might be disappointed 
when you try to download images 
of cancelled checks: One bank 
has transactions online for 45 
days; one credit union shows 
transactions for the past twelve 
months. Your January 2007 checks 
might be there today but won’t be 
online if you start retrieving data 
for your 2007 tax returns next 
March. If not available online, 
request hard copies of your checks 
if the tax value of the deduction 
exceeds the service charge. B

CDR Al Mouns

CHRISTMAS POEM
 Twas the night before Christmas,
He lived all alone,
In a one-bedroom house made of
Plaster and stone.
 I had come down the Chimney
With presents to give,
And to see just who
In this home did live.
 I looked all about,
A strange sight I did see,
No tinsel, no presents,
Not even a tree.
 No stocking by mantle,
Just boots filled with sand,
On the wall hung pictures
Of far distant lands.
 With medals and badges,
Awards of all kinds,
A sober thought
Came through my mind.
 For this house was different,
It was dark and dreary,
I found the home of a soldier,
Once I could see clearly.
 The soldier lay sleeping,
Silent, alone,
Curled up on the floor
In this one-bedroom home.
 The face was so gently,
The room in such disorder,
Not how I pictured
A United States soldier.
 Was this the hero
Of whom I’d just read?
Curled up on a poncho,
The floor for a bed?
 I realized the families
That I saw this night,
Owed their lives to these soldiers
Who were willing to fight.
 Soon round the World,
The children would play,
And grownups would celebrate
A bright Christmas day.
 They all enjoyed freedom
Each month of the year,
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Because of the soldiers,
Like the one lying here.
 I couldn’t help wonder
How many lay alone,
On a cold Christmas Eve
In a land far from home.
 The very thought
Brought a tear to my eye,
I dropped to my knees
And started to cry.
 The soldier awakened
And I heard a rough voice,
“Santa, don’t cry,
This life is my choice,
 I fight for freedom,
I don’t ask for more,
My life is my God,
My country, my Corps.”
 The soldier rolled over
And drifted to sleep,
I couldn’t control it,
I continued to weep.
 I kept watch for hours,
So silent and still
And we both shivered
From the cold night’s chill.
 I didn’t want to leave
On that cold, dark night,
This guardian of honor
So willing to fight.
 Then the soldier rolled over,
With a voice soft and pure,
Whispered, “Carry on, Santa,
It’s Christmas Day, all is secure.”
 One look at my watch,
And I knew he was right.
“Merry Christmas my friend,
And to all a good night.

DECEMBER SPEAKER

T he word he got from his 
doctor was, “You can’t 

bike for 2 months to let your broken 
wrist mend.” He already had his 
non-refundable, no-changes airline 

ticket to Europe and was scheduled 
to depart in 1 month. So plans were 
switched and instead of a bike trip, 
he rode the train around Europe 
visiting friends.

The December 20th luncheon 
meeting will be the chapter’s 
Christmas party, a time of celebration 
and good cheer. The Ramada will 
be dressed up in all its splendor, 
with colorful table decorations, 
perhaps a seasonal menu, and the 
possibility of holiday music playing 
in the background. And once again, 
following something of a tradition, 
Keith Giles will treat us to another 
of his travelogues, a trip through 
Europe by rail.

And in accordance with another 
annual custom, members of the 
Reserve Officer’s Association 
(ROA) Chapter #63 in Santa Clara 
will join us for the luncheon.

In his eighties, Keith still 
participates in long distance bike 
rides, often times traveling along the 
back roads, taking it easy, stopping 
now and then to admire the vistas 
and take photos, and of course talk 
with the people he meets along the 
way. He visits places, sees some 
sights, and even hears sounds that 
few tourists have an opportunity to 
experience. While at home in the 
Santa Clara Valley he rides often 
with a local cycling club, with routes 
taking him over hills and through 
the valleys.

Keith has been to many parts of 
the world. Years ago, while serving 
with the Army Air Force, as a trained 
weather observer, he completed 
assignments in Cairo, Egypt, 
Abadan, Iran; and Marrakech, (then) 
French Morocco. Later he earned 
an advanced degree in meteorology 
at UCLA and continued serving as 

a Reserve commissioned officer. 
He put in 10 years with General 
Mills/Betty Crocker in Minneapolis 
and ultimately went on to work 
with the U.S. Weather Service in 
Washington D.C.; the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research in 
Palestine, Texas; the Atomic Energy 
Commission’s underground testing 
in Nevada, and ultimately the San 
Francisco Weather Service Forecast 
Office in Redwood City.

For many of us who enjoy Keith’s 
photos and detailed commentary, 
the program helps move us into 
the spirit of the season. When 
asked about his recent 6-week  
trip to England, he responded that 
he had his ups and downs. B

SVC Field Correspondent

RETIREE FUNERALS

M anpower cuts and a 
high operations tempo, 

plus more retiree funerals than ever 
in Air Force history, mean base 
honor guards Air Force-wide will 
change the way they perform retiree 
funerals starting 1 Nov.

The formal 10-person funeral 
will no longer be authorized for 
retiree funerals. The funeral detail 
will now consist of seven people 
who will serve as pall bearers, 
flag folders, flag presenter, bugler, 
spare, and firing party. This is to 
provide a 30-percent manpower 
relief for retiree funeral details, 
and 21-percent manning relief for 
overall funeral details, according to 
Pentagon air staff officials.

“The main concern people had in 
the change of the funeral procedures 
was that we wouldn’t be keeping 

Continued on Page 4
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with past traditions,” said Staff 
Sgt. David Little, U.S. Air Force 
Honor Guard course supervisor for 
base honor guards. “Originally, the 
number of (Airmen) was going to be 
lowered to five, but we didn’t want 
to lose the pall-bearing aspect so we 
determined that seven people would 
still be able to carry on all aspects of 
the funeral.”

This new funeral sequence 
has three major differences: The 
noncommissioned officer in charge 
of pall bearers also will be the 
NCO in charge of the funeral, the 
number of firing party members 
will be reduced to three, and a spare 
position will be added.

The new sequence begins with 
the NCO of pallbearers assuming the 
position of NCO in charge to ensure 
the casket and flag are situated 
properly in the hearse. He or she 
will then join the pallbearers and 
call commands to carry the casket 
to gravesite, and finally present the 
flag to the family while the other 
team members assume their roles 
as either the bugler, spare or firing 
party. The final sequences are the 
same. A video was released 24 Sept 
documenting the new funeral, and 
is available on the Air Force Honor 
Guard Web site.

“Another concern we’ve heard is 
that people think we’re taking away 
the ‘21-gun salute’ by having only 
three people fire,” said Sergeant 
Little. “But what people don’t 
realize is that we’ve never done 
a 21-gun salute during military 
funeral honors. What we do is fire 
three volleys in unison. Only the 
president receives a 21-gun salute, 
and only the Navy and Army have 
ever performed this.

The three volleys come from 

an old battlefield custom where 
the two warring sides would cease 
hostilities to clear their dead from 
the battlefield, then would fire three 
volleys to alert the other side their 
dead had been properly cared for 
and they were ready to resume the 
battle,” he said. “The fact that we 
had seven people firing the three 
volleys was a coincidence.”

Overall, the reaction has been 
positive, Sergeant Little said. 
“Retirees are grateful. They knew 
the Air Force was going to make 
changes, so they’re happy we kept 
all aspects,” he said. “The bases 
have been having a hard time 
supporting the 10-person funeral 
so this eases their personnel strain, 
and the base honor guards are 
happy with the new sequence.”  B

AF Print News

SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN I

A  question we 
frequently hear from older 

members is, “I’ve been paying into 
SBP for decades. The government 
has made a lot of money on me. 
Why can’t I get some of that money 
back after all these years?”

Anyone who thinks the 
government is making money 
on SBP is way off-base. The 
government currently pays out more 
than twice as much in SBP benefits 
to survivors than it collects in retiree 
premiums. And that difference will 
continue to grow, since we recently 
won a benefit increase for survivors 
age 62 and older. 

For members retiring after 20 
or more years of active duty, the 

government expects that the average 
retiree’s lifetime SBP premiums 
will only cover about 60% of the 
average benefits that will be paid to 
the retiree’s survivor. 

That means three things:
1. Your SBP benefit is 40% 

subsidized by the government to help 
recognize the value of your service 
(much different than the negative 
subsidy of civilian insurance, for 
which premiums must cover 100% 
of benefit costs, as well as company 
overhead, salaries, commissions, 
and profit).

2. Much like Social Security, 
every dollar you pay in SBP 
premiums goes toward paying part 
of the benefit for someone else’s 
survivor, just as other retirees’ 
premiums will help fund your 
survivor’s benefits in the event of 
your death.

3. Any civilian insurance 
that provides “cash back” if you 
don’t die is going to cost you a 
lot bigger premium per death 
benefit dollar (and we don’t know 
of any civilian insurance that 
provides a fully inflation-protected 
annuity like SBP does). B

MOAA Web Site

SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN II

E ffective October 1, 2008, SBP 
participants who reach 70 years 

of age and have made 360 payments 
(30 years), will no longer have to pay 
premiums for continued SBP coverage 
and will be placed in “Paid-up” status.

Paid-up SBP provisions were 
mandated by the National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal 1999. 
The law also established a paid-up 



- 5 -

status, also beginning on October 1, 
2008, for participants in the Retired 
Serviceman’s Protection Plan once 
they reach 70 years of age.

No action is required of SBP 
participants to be placed in Paid-
up SBP status. Once the eligibility 
criteria have been met, the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service will 
automatically stop deducting premiums 
from qualifying retired pay accounts.

The law establishing Paid-up SBP 
does not allow for refunds of premiums 
paid before October 1, 2008, even 
thought a retiree may have reached age 
70 and made 360 or more premium 
payments.

More information on Paid-up 
SEP, including frequently asked 
questions and news updates, should 
be available at the DFAS Web site 
at www.dfas.mil.retiredpay.html 
within the next several months. B

Taddled from Monterey Chapter

ICE

I sn’t it true that we all carry 
our mobile phones with 

hundreds of names/numbers stored 
in its memory but yet nobody, other 
than ourselves, know which of these 
numbers belong to our near and 
dear ones?

Let us for a moment create a 
scenario wherein (God forbid) we 
are involved in an accident or had a 
heart attack and the people attending 
to us get hold of our mobile phone 
but don’t know which number to 
call to inform our family members. 
Yes, there are hundreds of numbers 
stored but which one is the contact 
person in case of an emergency?

For this reason, we must have one 
or more telephone numbers stored 
under the name ICE (In Case of 
Emergency) in our mobile phones.

Recently, the concept of “ICE” 
is catching up quickly. It is simple, 
an important method of contact 
during emergency situations. As 
cell phones are carried by majority 
of the population, all you need to 
do is store the number of a person 
or persons who should be contacted 
during emergency as “ICE” 
(meaning In Case of Emergency).

The idea was thought up by a 
paramedic who found that when 
they went to the scenes of accidents, 
there were always mobile phones 
with patients, but they didn’t know 
which number to call. He therefore 
thought that it would be a good idea 
if there was a nationally recognized 
name for this purpose.

Following a disaster in London, 
the East Anglican Ambulance Service 
has launched a national “In case of 
Emergency (ICE)” campaign. In an 
emergency situation, Emergency 
Service personnel and hospital 
staff would then be able to quickly 
contact your next of kin, by simply 
dialing the number stored as “ICE”. 
It really could save your life, or put 
a loved one’s mind at rest.

For more than one contact 
name simply enter ICE1, ICE2 
and ICE3 etc. A great idea that 
will make a difference! B

Taddled from Monterey Chapter

FISHER HOUSE DONATION

M ailey of Rogue River, 
Oregon wrote in the 

guest book, “Thank you for a home 
away from home.”

And Michelle of Yuma, Arizona 
stated, “Thank you so much for 
the support, and may God bless 
everyone as He has for us.”

These were comments left by 
grateful guests at the Fisher House, 
Palo Alto Veterans Hospital, a 
beautiful facility which provides 
lodging and comfort to families 
visiting their often-times critically 
wounded or very ill loved ones.

In 2006 chapter members donated 
more than $4,000 in support of 
Fisher House to help with its first 
year of operation.

In 2007 chapter members donated 
an additional $2,500. On a bright 
sunny Monday morning, November 
5th, chapter President CAPT Lloyd 
McBeth presented a check to Mr. 
William Ball, Chief Volunteer 
Services and Ms Katie Debus, 
LCSW, Fisher House Coordinator, 
Social Work Service, as chapter 
members LTC Jay Craddock, CDR 
Gordon Rollman, and COL Warren 
Enos looked on.

It has not been confirmed how 
the funds will be used, but Fisher 
House must replace all the linens for 
its 21 guest rooms annually and at 
least some of the monies are likely 
to go for that purpose.

The Fisher House is an imposing 
structure, modern and beautifully 
furnished, sparkling clean, and 
yet with tremendous financial and 
material resource needs. Chapter 
officials are so impressed with the 
facility and staff plans are already 
underway to continue fundraising 

Continued on Page 6
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L to R: COL Warren Enos, 
Membership Chair; CDR Gordon 
Rollman, Director; Mr Bill Ball, 
Fisher House; LTC Jay Craddock, 
Immediate Past President; CAPT 
Lloyd McBeth, President

throughout 2008. Donations are 
fully tax deductible. 

One Fisher House guest said, “My 
life will never be the same. It is richer 
and fuller because of what I learned 
through the Fisher House.”  B

SVC Field Correspondent

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Continued from Page 5

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

F orty two (42) new 
members joined the 

chapter since May 15th, most 
recently about a dozen from the U.S. 
Army Reserve 351st Civil Affairs 
Command, Mtn View. Civil affairs 
soldiers are the Army’s experts on 
working with civilian authorities 
and setting up civilian governments 
in the wake of wars and natural 
disasters. These soldiers bring to the 
Army finely honed skills practiced 
daily in the civilian sector such as 
judges, physicians, bankers, health 
inspectors and fire chiefs.

Our new members include the 
CO, Headquarters & Headquarters 
Company (HHC), the personnel 

officer (G-1), operations planners 
(G-3), logistics specialists (G-4), 
an environmental science officer, 
the organization’s chaplain, and 
members of the PACOM and Korea 
operational teams.

Three retired officers, one a Navy 
physician, are among the chapter’s 
latest arrivals.

And as of September 1st, the 
Professor of Military Science and 
Director, University of Santa Clara 
ROTC Bronco Battalion Program, 
has joined the chapter.

Once they obtain information 
about Silicon Valley Chapter, 
come to know there’s a chapter in 
the South Peninsula area, more 
and more officers are expressing 
interest in MOAA National and 
chapter membership. One said, “I 
wish I knew years ago the chapter 
existed.”

There is a real opportunity right 
now to refer prospective members. 
Simply provide the name and 
contact information of a potentially 
interested officer and a packet of 
materials will be sent without delay. 
The packet contains a special letter, 
copy of the latest newsletter “The 
Bulletin,” a custom membership 
application, a “Who We Are and 
What We Do” sheet, a “Let’ s Get 
Acquainted” leadership biography 
list, the Adjutant General’s special 
message supporting membership, 
a list of recent new members, and 
more.

Referrals should be sent to 
COL Warren Enos,, 1st VP and 
Membership Chair, 1073 Helena 
Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087, 
telephone (408) 245-2217. B

Membership Chair

AGING INTO MEDICARE

I t’s important to understand 
how TFL and your 

pharmacy benefits work so you 
can take full advantage of these 
important health care benefits. Keep 
this reference guide handy and refer 
to it whenever you have a question 
or concern.  Item #1-907 Free 
to MOAA members.

To get your copy: Members: 
Download your free electronic copy. 
Please have your member number 
readily available (login is required). 
Active MOAA Members can call 
toll-free 1-800-234-6622 to have a 
printed copy mailed to them. Please 
have your member number readily 
available.

Orders for publications cannot 
be processed through our web site 
at this time. We apologize for any 
inconvenience.

Auxiliary member in good 
standing, annual membership dues 
must be paid in full or member must 
have Life Membership.

Please allow 2 - 3 
weeks for delivery. B

Taddled from MOAA Web Site

ROSTER ADDENDA
New Members

CDR Kathryn Williams, USNR, 
10675 Ridgeview Way, San Jose, 
CA 95127-2645, 408 259-4660

Auxiliaries
Mrs Jane Keller, 804 Lathrop Dr, 
Stanford, 94305, 650-8570728

Deceased
COL Ralph W Keller, USAF

Dropped Out
CDR Harry W Parker, USN



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED December 2007

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNYVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 14 December

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $20.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 20 December Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


