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5 Nov Board Meeting 10:00 AM
19 Nov Luncheon 11:00 AM

3 Dec Board Meeting 10:00 AM
17 Dec Slide Show 11:00 AM

Dues are due. Check your label - 2010, you’re OK. 2009? Check your 
checkbook. If it shows you sent a check, you’re OK. If not, please renew 
now. We can’t do good budgets without your on-time renewals. Auxiliaries, 
remember that in order to continue receiving Bulletins you must return a 
renewal form. No form, no Bulletins. Thanks to all who have renewed.

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

19 November
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Terri Watson
Executive Director

Farralones Marine Sanctuary Association

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O u r Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

The two hardest things to handle in 
life are failure and success. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M  ail notification of a 
member’s death to:

MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM

T h e September luncheon 
demonstrated the value of 

the $23 luncheon price. Members 
enjoyed an opportunity for 
camaraderie and good conversation, 
a delicious buffet luncheon, and 
two highly qualified financial 
planning professionals, Julie 
Schatz, CFP, Partner, Investor’s 
Capital Management, LLC and 
Jennifer Cray, a Certified Financial 
Planner with the same company, 
who generally charge up to $280 per 
hour for the information provided. 
They presented data showing that 
there have been more and stronger 
bull markets than downturns. The 
basic concern was how to preserve 
and manage what’s left after the 
recent financial crisis/meltdown.

It was quickly demonstrated 
that, after examining where one 
might place cash for the best 
returns, there are no really good 
options, that in terms of today’s 
bank interest rates, returns on CDs 
and money market funds, and even 
short term bond funds, most being 
non-insured instruments, the rates 
are very low and close to a fraction 
of a percent. A typical return would 
be $1.00 per year on an investment 
of $10,000. Jennifer Cray the stock 
market was a good place to be for 
the long term. She showed a chart 
outlining the emotional cycle of 
stock purchases and sales. She 
pointed out a number of common 
investing myths, such as “Investing 
in the stock market is no different 
than gambling in Las Vegas.” She 
gave some practical advice to 
those who are interested in getting 
back into the market, such as the 
difficulty of timing the market 
and the importance of dollar cost 

averaging. She offered the basics 
of asset allocation and the need 
for re-balancing, again noting the 
difficulty of trying to time the 
markets.

A resource list was provided 
members which included the best 
financial news sources (instead 
of watching CNBC), book lists, 
unclaimed property, and special 
services for seniors.

Julie Schatz explained the Roth 
IRA and how and why it might 
be very important for members 
to convert traditional IRAs to 
the Roth. She provided a detailed 
Federal and state tax planner. 
There’s no required minimum 
distributions later. She explained  
when it makes sense to convert to 
a Roth and provided the current 
rules.

“Elder abuse is found across 
every socioeconomic level in every 
community,” Shatz explained 
and offered some concerns to be 
aware of, including typical scams. 
“In short if something sounds too 
good to be true, it probably is.” 
The current marketing schemes to 
sell reverse mortgages might fall 
into that category. She suggested 
every one put their names on the 
“Do Not Call” Registry and check 
this website for fraud issues, www.
fraud.org. Don’t be concerned 
about being nice to marketers; they 
are not concerned about your best 
interests. E-mail solicitations from 
Nigeria are a good example.

Schatz and Cray are both 
affiliated with the Garrett Financial 
Network, the national MOAA 
preferred provider, and are owners/
partners with Investor’s Capital 
Management. This website will help 
when searching for a professional 
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financial planner: www.napfa.org/
tips_tools/index.asp. Members 
who would like to contact Jennifer 
Cray can reach her in Menlo Park 
at (866) 966-9291, ext 3 and Julie 
Schatz at (866) 966-9291, ext 2. B

Source: Speaker Presentations

ID CARDS

In response to an increasing 
awareness of the growing need 

to protect the safety of service 
members, retirees and their 
families’ identity information, the 
Department of Defense is beginning 
to remove Social Security numbers 
from its identification cards.

The removal is being done in 
phases as computer software is 
modified. Phase One is under way 
and involves removing the family 
member’s number and replacing 
it with “XXX-XX-XXXX” on card. 
The sponsor’s number will remain 
visible for now.

Phase Two involves removing all 
printed Social Security numbers 
beginning later this year. Both 
the sponsor and cardholder numbers 
will be replaced with “XXX-XX-
XXXX.”

Phase Three, set to begin in 
2012, will involve removing Social 
Security numbers embedded in 
barcodes.

In January 2010, retirees with an 
indefinite expiration date on their 
card can begin requesting a new card 
without a printed Social Security 
number. Family member ID cards 
will change when the cardholders’ 
expired cards are renewed.

There are more than 1,500 ID 
card centers worldwide. To find the 

nearest center, visit the RAPIDS 
site locator at www.dmdc.osd.mil/ 
rsl/owa/home.

People must present two 
forms of identification and one 
must be an unexpired federal- 
or state-issued photo ID. B

Afterburner

COLA

I t  is that time of the year when 
military retirees and annuitants 

begin wondering what their annual 
cost-of-living adjustment, or COLA, 
will be for the upcoming year. The 
straight answer: No one knows yet.

COLA increases are determined 
each year based on the rise in 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
Consumer Price Index for urban 
wage earners and clerical workers. 

The Department of Labor will 
calculate the change in the CPI for 
goods and services from the third 
quarter average of the previous 
year to the third quarter average 
for the current year. The final 
determination will not be made 
until later this year.

Basically, Congress and the 

Administration decide how much to 
increase federal pay for the coming 
year. Because military retirees 
and annuitants do not receive 
pay increases but cost-of-living 
adjustments, they must wait for the 
final CPI results to be calculated. B

Afterburner

WAR AND REMEMBRANCE
Note: These are some of chapter 
member LTC Fred Weed’s memories 
when he served in the U.S. and 
overseas as an enlisted soldier 
during WWII.

E n gland was covered with 
American and UK military 

equipment, including Bailey 
Bridges and other river crossing 
equipment, as well as tanks, trucks 
and ordnance. There was so much 
heavy stuff like that around that 
at least one person wrote that the 
island would sink, if it were not for 
all those barrage balloons holding it 
up. And so, once again, we slowly 
prepared for a change. At one special 
meeting of clerks, volunteer drivers 
were requested for our new trip; our 
trucks would be transported on an 
LST, and after landing in France 
they would be driven to a place to be 
named, and each vehicle needed an 
assistant to the regular driver. Again 
violating the “Never volunteer!” 
rule, I gave my name, and became 
an assistant, when the trip started, 
to a soldier named Joe Chaves, who 
came from Redlands, California.

I was glad I volunteered. I learned 
later that those who didn’t go with 
the trucks went to France on troop 
transports. The allied nations did not 

Continued on Page 4
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have enough port facilities yet, so 
the poor guys on the transports had 
to climb down cargo nets, loaded 
with equipment, and step into boats 
which might or might not be bobbing 
up and down. Then they were taken 
to the beaches, or nearly.

One day in August we started 
for where we were going. We could 
not be told that it would be France; 
however, they did tell us that when 
we got there, we would be driving 
on the right hand side of the road. I 
never did drive in the service, until 
we got to France; I, writing in 1997, 
admit that I have never yet driven in 
the British Isles. Just chicken, or as 
we say in Spanish, demasiado pollo. 
Our trek was southerly, on the way 
to an embarkation point on or near 
the southern coast of England. This 
was the second time for me to see 
London as we went through. Neither 
on this trip, nor on the earlier one, did 
I see the bomb damage. Later, when 
we were in France, I saw plenty.

Joe Chaves didn’t want me to 
drive until we were in an ideal 
situation; I understand his attitude, 
because I am the father of four, all 
of whom survived adolescence and 
early driving, thank the Lord. I have 
forgotten most of the details of our 
trip south; I know that eventually 
we were parked and tethered on the 
top surface of an LST (Landing Ship 
Tanks, used for trucks now), ready 
for a trip to the Normandy beaches, 
where we landed about two months 
after the June 6 D-Day landings; I 

think it was August 16, 1944.
The trip was good. The sea was 

quite calm, the weather good, and 
we had a pretty barrage balloon 
attached which kept us company all 
the way over, and there were other 
ships with balloons along with us. 
The sleeping quarters below were 
much better than those on an army 
transport, and so was the food. 
Our ocean going friends in the sea 
services simply smile wisely and 
say, “That’s the Navy for you”.

When the crossing was 
completed (I don’t know how many 
hours it took), we beached, firmly, 
at as high tide as possible. Then we 
waited, quite patiently, as far as I 
was concerned. When the tide was 
a lot lower, debarkation started. 
This was under blackout conditions, 
and under no circumstances would 
anyone other than Joe drive his 
truck off. The big front of the LST 
was lowered, and became a ramp 
extending to dry land. Joe drove off, 
guided by MP’s with flashlights, 
and here we were on the continent 
of Europe! It could have been a 
thrilling moment but it wasn’t; 
Joe was too busy driving, and I 
was pretty sleepy. It was probably 
between 1:00 and 3:30 am. It was 
also blackout condition. Eventually 

we reached an assembly area, and 
sacked out. Sacked out is the proper 
term for it; I stretched out on the 
ground under the truck, with some 
kind of garment over me, and Joe 

either stayed in the truck or did the 
same as I.

The next morning we found the 
other people in our unit, and looked 
around, not seeing much. Somehow 
we got fed; we probably carried some 
“C” or “K” rations with us. I believe 
we stayed in that area for a day or so. 
I remember meeting a boy and girl, 
siblings, maybe 10 to 12, and trying 
out my French on them. Apparently 
they understood everything I said, 
because they replied fluently and 
fervently in the same language, 
and I didn’t understand any of it. 
This rapidly changed, however, and 
when I used French a little more 
I found that children’s language 
was easy to follow as long as they 
were talking to me, and not using 
argot with their copains. I had had 
two years of French in high school 
(Miss Carter and Miss Sanford in 
Potsdam High School), and one year 
more when I was a senior at Albany 
State,1939-1940, with Miss Dobbin, 
but those courses hadn’t got us as 
far as copain. Its best translation 
is “pal”.

So in a day or two we were off 
again, this time to Brittany, our 
destination the outskirts of Rennes. 
There had been a French army 
depot there, which the Germans 
had taken over, and it was now for 
us. We drove south, more or less 
following the path taken maybe a 
couple of weeks or so earlier by the 
United States Third Army. When 
they and other attached units got 
past Avranches, the Germans made 
a violent counter attack aiming to 
separate the troops in Brittany from 
those in Normandy. They failed to 
do it, but when we went through 
Avranches, the results of the battle 
were everywhere. Here is where 

Did you remember to renew? 
We certainly hope so. If you 
haven’t, please do so ASAP. 
Without you the Chapter  goes 
down the drain.
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S h e  w a s  o n l y  a 
w h i s k y  m a k e r ,  b u t  h e 
l o v e d  h e r  s t i l l .  B

I saw for the first time rusted out 
burned tanks, and bloated livestock 
bodies, like fallen barrage balloons, 
and rubble, rubble, everywhere. 
Although I was not in a combat unit, 
I, and all the rest of us, was awarded 
battle stars for what was officially 
termed “The Battle of Northern 
France”. If a person were in France 
before a certain date, he was in that 
battle. Later I put the star on my 
European Theater Ribbon.

Once in Normandy we stopped 
for lunch in an apple orchard, 
maybe when we were on our way 
to Brittany. We probably were 
eating K-rations in a nice picnic 
setting. K-rations included. B

Bio

MOFFETT UPDATE

G eneral aviation, civil aviation, 
NASA/Ames, Moffett Field 

agencies and facilities, and other 
Bay Area business, industry, and 
military organizations have been 
suffering a severe impact as a result 
of the 2008-09 recession.

CDR Carl Honaker, USN (RET), 
Director of Santa Clara County 
Airports, manager of the County’s 
airport systems, provided a wide-
ranging late September South Bay 
presentation on local economic, 
political, and social conditions, most 
of which had to do with aviation and 
Moffett Field and beyond.

In the 2000-01 time frame, Palo 
Alto, Reid-Hillview, and South 
County airports were all at capacity 
with owners unable to find space for 
aircraft; today, all three airports have 
more than 50 available spaces each. 
People/pilots are leaving the area; at 

$8-9,000 to obtain a private pilot’s 
license it is difficult to motivate 
young people to learn to fly.

At peak, San Jose Airport 
(SJC) served more than 15 million 
passengers; today it serves 9 million 
on average. The major airlines are 
in real trouble financially and have 
cut flights and services. The airport 
no longer has international flights 
with the exception of a few daily to 
Mexico. It is continuing with major 
construction projects, such as the 
new Terminal B, but is financially 
strapped; the airport bond ratings 
have gone from A+ to A-.

NASA/Ames developed a vision 
for a research park, one which would 
have a variety of partners including 
colleges and universities, business 
and industry, and government 
agencies. But the situation has 
changed, placing the project in 
jeopardy. Locally, the commercial 
real estate market is characterized 
by 25% research and development 
space, impacting on huge projects 
now under construction near Moffett 
and off highway 237. “I will be 
interested to see if they can pull that 
off,” said Honaker.

Moffett field has significant toxic 
contamination such as the Hangar 1 
skin and Orion housing park area 
to the north and west. The Hangar 
1 covering is filled with asbestos 
and PCBs; a new underground toxic 
plume has been discovered under 
the Orion housing. It could cost 
upwards of $80-100 million to do 
minimal cleanup, and the Navy and 

NASA both are unwilling to foot the 
bill. “All this is on hold right now, 
at least until new evaluations are 
completed late in 2009,” Honaker 
said (Late news reports say a 
decision to award a contract has 
been made. – Ed).

It has been reported that if Hangar 
1 could be rebuilt organizations like 
the National Air and Space Museum, 
Washington, D.C., and some 
aerospace companies interested in 
doing lighter than air research would 
use and pay for the hangar.

There has been talk of a new 
commissary and even Post Exchange, 
this time not a Navy Exchange 
but an Army-Air Force Exchange 
Service (AAFES) facility, again to 
be built in the Orion area. However, 
there are many problems and it 
apparently isn’t going to happen 
for some time. The commissary 
patronage has been way off since 
the Exchange, gas station, and other 
facilities closed years ago.

What will happen with the 
airport? According to Honaker, 
“The airfield is horribly underused, 
a real waste.” He said that NASA/
Ames, the airfield manager, is 
content not to do anything, not use 
it, in order not to upset the people 
of Sunnyvale and Mtn. View who 
do not want airplanes at Moffett. 
However, some studies say the 
regional commercial airports will 
be at capacity by 2020 and Moffett 
could well take pressure off those 

Continued on Page 6
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fields by accepting air cargo and 
corporate operations. NASA/Ames 
currently pays $8 million per year 
to maintain the Moffett runway, and 
it isn’t being used.

Questions have been asked about 
why Google has been allowed to 
use the airfield for its Boeing 757, 
767, and Gulfstream aircraft, and 
why Airship Ventures is allowed to 
place and store its blimp on base. In 
consideration, both organizations 
earlier agreed to allow NASA to use 
the aircraft for airborne scientific 
experiments; however, the Federal 
Aviation Administration for various 
reasons has since denied permission 
for that to happen. The outlook for 
these kinds of partnerships is now 
uncertain.

Alameda Naval Air Station is no 
longer a viable airport; it was built 
on the wrecks of WWII ships and 
sand and is now shifting; it has even 
broken in half in one place. The 
goal to place a business-industry 
complex to NAS Alameda has not 
yet been achieved. 

Stockton is in the process of 
obtaining the U.S.S. Iowa, which 
currently is languishing at the 
Mothball Fleet near Suisun. The 
U.S.S. Hornet, now docked at 
Alameda and used as a museum, is 
too isolated to attract many visitors. 
Honaker suggested that if the 
Iowa and Hornet could be moved 
to the San Francisco waterfront, 
joining the submarine and liberty 

Have you renewed? Check your 
checkbook and if you haven’t sent 
one in, please do so now. Auxiliaries, 
don’t forget to send in a renewal 
form - no form, no Bulletins. Thanks 
to those that have.

ship already there, it would 
make a major West Coast tourist 
attraction. But the people of San 
Francisco won’t let it happen. B

Source: Speaker Presentation

ELECTION

A  slate of Officers for 2010 
has been produced. Voting 

will take place at the November 
luncheon. Installation will take 
place at the January luncheon.
President: CDR John Ward, USN
1st VP: CDR Gordon Rollman, USN
2nd VP: LTC Jay Craddock, USAF
Treasurer: CAPT Lloyd McBeth, USN
Secretary: COL Warren Enos, AUS

NOVEMBER SPEAkER

T h e Executive Director for 
Farallones Marine Sanctuary 

Association, Terri Watson, has two 
strong career tracks, non-profit 
environmentalism and aviation. Her 
non-profit leadership experience 
includes being a former Executive 
Director and Flight Operations 
Director of LightHawk (where she 
still serves as the Aviation Chair 
on the Board of Directors), as well 
as Branch Director, Operations 
Manager, and Senior Field 
Instructor for the National Outdoor 
Leadership School as well as an 
Instructor for NOLS’ Wilderness 
Medicine Institute. Her commercial 
flying career began as an Army 
Aviation Intelligence Officer and 
spans 26 years, over 10,000 flight 
hours in airplanes and helicopters 
both internationally and in the 

Rocky Mountain West. While Terri 
considers Wyoming her home, 
she is thrilled to be living out a 
lifelong dream of living aboard an 
ocean going sailboat and exploring 
the Gulf of the Farallones Marine 
Sanctuary firsthand. Terri has a B.S in 
Geology and Sports Medicine from 
the College of William and Mary 
in Virginia, an M.S. in Computer 
Information Systems from the 
University of Southern California’s 
Viterbi School of Engineering, and 
has completed PhD coursework in 
Remote Sensing/GIS Integration 
in Geoscience Applications at 
Oregon State University. B

Bio

AGAINST THE LAW

P h otocopying a Military ID 
card can lead to counterfeiting. 

Incidents have been reported 
of commercial establishments 
photocopying military ID cards to 
verify military affiliation or provide 
government rates for service.

Photocopying of US Government 
Identification is a violation and 
punishable by both fine and 
imprisonment.

Commercial establishments 
can ask for government IDs. But 
duplication is prohibited.

Instead of providing military 
identification, it is recommended 
that military and DoD travelers 
provide a state drivers license or 
other form of photo identification to 
be photocopied if an establishment 
insists on a photocopy of the 
traveler’s identification. B

Source: 129th RQW Rescuegram
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Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to Fisher House  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
November 2009

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 13 November

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   19 November Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Fisher House, Scholarship or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


