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8 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
15 Jan Luncheon 11:00 AM
5 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM

19 Feb US Health Care 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

15 January
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Ms Kerri Childress
Director of Communications

VA Palo Hospital

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

ATTENTION
See Page 6 for our new luncheon location. 
Note above that our luncheons are now 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month. 
Also note above there’s a new price - $23.
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Ever wonder if taxation 
without representation might 
have been cheaper? B

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

JANUARY SPEAKER

T he Palo Alto Veterans 
Hospital has become a 

center for treating very critically 
injured combat personnel who 
have been serving in Iraq and other 
dangerous areas of the world.

In the past there has been 
criticism about the Veterans 
Administration Hospital System 
and the amount and quality of care 
provided those in desperate need.

The chapter’s January speaker 
will be Ms Kerri Childress, 
VA Palo Hospital Director of 
Communications, who will talk 
about the role that VA is playing in 
caring for our newest and youngest 
servicemembers and veterans 
returning injured from the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Specifically 
she will focus on VA Palo Alto - 
Rebuilding Injured Lives.

Members will hear some great 
stories. For example, the 21 year-
old wife of an injured Marine was 
eight months pregnant with their 
first baby when her husband was 
badly injured in Iraq. She arrived at 
Palo Alto knowing no one, but that 
didn’t last long. The VA insured 
that she had prenatal health care at 
Stanford Hospital where she also 
delivered the baby. And guests at 
the nearby Fisher House literally 
adopted her and kept her from ever 
being sad or lonely. All along VA 
physicians provided her husband 
high quality care.

Ms Childress currently serves as 
the Communications Officer and 
Congressional Liaison for the VA 
Palo Alto Health Care System. Prior 
to this assignment, she worked at VA 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
as the Director of Communications 
for all of the Veterans Health 

Administration. As such she 
developed communications policy 
and strategy, including guidance to 
the office of the Under Secretary 
for Health, central office programs, 
and Network and field facilities.

A Vietnam-era Navy veteran, 
her 22 years of public affairs 
experience includes working at 
the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Home, Arlington National 
Cemetery, Military District of 
Washington and as associate editor 
of Navy Times. She graduated 
summa cum laude from the 
University of Maryland and holds 
a masters degree from American 
University in public relations. B

From Bio

NOVEMBER SPEAKER

I t seems that Saint Martin 
of Tours shared his cloak 

-- by splitting it in half -- with a 
beggar on a wintry day at the gates 
of Amiens, France. The cloak was 
preserved since it was believed to 
have been shared with Christ, and 
became the sacred banner of French 
kings. The officer tasked with the 
care of the cloak and carrying into 
battle was called the chaplain or 
cloak bearer. Chaplain comes from 
the French word “chapele” meaning 
a short cloak. Later, priests or 
chaplains, rather than field officers, 
were charged with the care of the 
sacred cloak.

Providing that background was 
how Reverend Gerald Cox, retired 
Navy chaplain and speaker at the 
chapter’s November 20th luncheon 
meeting, began his presentation. 
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He talked of human spiritual and 
related problems and appropriate 
responses to those in need.

Following a 24 year career as a 
Navy chaplain and retirement in 
1982 Gerry moved to Mt. Hermon 
near Santa Cruz and has been 
serving as chaplain at the Terraces 
in Los Gatos for more than four 
years. He earlier served as pastor of 
two Baptist churches.

One of his seminary professors 
was a Navy Reserve chaplain and 
suggested Gerry go into the Navy 
for about 2 years to become familiar 
with the spiritual needs of those in 
the armed forces. He stayed for more 
than two decades and had a wide 
variety of experiences ministering to 
Navy personnel, including members 
of the Blue Angels, carrier pilots, 
and enlisted sailors.

Gerry explained that there are 
a large number of residents at the 
Terraces, a very diverse group in 
terms of occupation and religious 
background, including a good 
number of retired armed forces 
officers and enlisted personnel, 
and he described many of their 
very specific physical and spiritual 
needs.

He shared a number of often 
humorous and highly entertaining 
stories about the residents, their 
experiences growing older, and he 
talked about his work and efforts 
to meet personal needs. His basic 
theme was the importance of love 
and in all cases he went out of his 
way to just let people know he loved 
them.

He talked of residents who were 
World War II veterans and their 
stories, in part to explain how crisis 
and tragedy impacts life and living. 
He told of the sailor on a carrier who 

was set afire by a crashed kamikaze 
plane, jumped overboard, only later 
to be charged with desertion. He 
mentioned siblings lost at Midway 
and he described specific aspects of 
the Bataan death march. A brother 
died when his Japanese POW ship 
was sunk.

Currently daily concerns include 
working with people who have 
suffered the loss of a spouse or 
child, marital problems, and a 
wide variety of physical ailments 
and illnesses. Gerry often visits 
residents in the hospital, providing 
comfort, listening intently, and 
again expressing sincere love and 
concern.

The luncheon presentation 
was a basic orientation to late life 
human issues, specifically that 
life really is very short, and yet in 
all circumstances life indeed has 
meaning and purpose. The chaplain’s 
job is to be there when there is a 
need and show love regardless of the 
circumstances or people involved.

In the chaplain’s experience, 
relationships in the service tend 
to be very short with personnel 
coming and going to different 
assignments, with the outcome 
of many people having very few 
lifelong relationships. Implications 
of a lack of significant relationships 
can be daunting.

A bosun’s mate first class once 
attended the chaplain’s religious 
services and later told Gerry, 
“There’s a lot of truth in what you 
said today.” Chaplain Cox said he 
hopes his life has some impact on 
others and that he provided a little 
bit of truth at the luncheon. B

SVC Field Correspondent

FISHER HOUSE DONATION

D isplayed prominently on 
a dining room table just 

inside the entrance to the Palo Alto 
Veterans Hospital Fisher House 
was a notice announcing a special 
upcoming dinner for wounded 
veterans and their families. The 
dinner was to be provided by a local 
Congregational church.

Soon there will be other dinners 
and events and Silicon Valley 
Chapter members will have made 
it possible. On November 12, 2008 
three chapter officers visited Fisher 
House and delivered a $2,000 
donation to Fisher House and VA 
officials.

CAPT Lloyd McBeth, USN 
(RET), President, Lt Col Jay 
Craddock, USAF-Ret, Immediate 
Past President and Programs Chair, 
and COL Warren Enos, AUS (RET), 
2nd Vice President met with Mr. 
William Ball, Chief, Voluntary 
Services; Ms. Kerri Childress, 
Director of Communications; and 
Ms. Tram Le-Nguyen, LCSW, Fisher 
House Coordinator of Social Work 
Service, and made the presentation.

Throughout the year members 
have been making both small and 
large donations to the chapter’s 
Fisher House fund with early 
November being the target date for 
the presentation.

The Fisher House is a very 
beautiful facility located on the 
hospital grounds which provides 
high quality accommodations and 
special services to families on site 

Continued on Page 4
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to visit wounded veterans. There is 
an attractive entry way, a pleasant 
dining room, a kitchen open to 
all visitors, areas for relaxation, 
recreation and entertainment, and 
more than 30 beautifully appointed 
guest rooms.

Since the Fisher House opened 
in April 2006, nearly 1,100 families 
have stayed there free of charge. 
The average visit is 22 days, but 
many families reside there for six 
months to a year. One young wife 
with two small children has been 
there for eight months. Her husband, 
an Army sergeant, lost both legs 
and was severely brain injured by 
a rocket-propelled grenade in Iraq. 
When he arrived at the VA in Palo 
Alto, he was still in a coma. Now he 
is talking and actively participating 
in physical and speech therapies. 
Because of the Fisher House, his 
wife and children could stay with 
them throughout his arduous road 
to recovery.

Many families express that 
Fisher House is a “true blessing.” 
The houseguests have compared the 
facility to a 5-star hotel.

Although Fisher House was built 
with proceeds from large donors, 
today there are special needs which 
are not covered by operations 
budgets. In 2007 the Silicon Valley 
Chapter provided a somewhat larger 
donation which was used in part 
to purchase badly needed outdoor 
patio furniture.

It’s very likely that the $2,000 
chapter donation will be used to 
help meet the personal needs of 
family members who often arrive 
in Palo Alto with very little other 
than a devotion to their loved 
one’s recovery. The families are 
truly appreciative and by making 

a financial donation the chapter is 
making a significant difference. The 
donation will help improve the lives 
of families of our veterans who have 
served this country so proudly. B

SVC Field Correspondent 

SPACE-A

S pace available (Space 
A) travel is a benefit 

that service members are allowed 
during their service. Retired service 
members are given the privilege in 
recognition of their career. Space A 
travel allows those eligible to travel 
at an extremely low cost on a space 
available basis.

Passengers must register for 
travel in the passenger terminal 
at Passenger Service Centers in 
person or can sign-up in writing 
by fax, mail, or e-mail. Sponsors 
who register in person for family 
members traveling with them should 
present all required documents: 
identification cards, passports, 
immunization records, and visas 
when required by the DoD Foreign 
Clearance Guide. Travel documents 
must be presented when selected 
for travel. Travelers may select up 
to five countries.

Identification required:

Retired uniformed service 
members: DD Form 2 (Blue), US 
Armed Forces ID Card (Retired), DD 
Form 2 (Blue) NOAA, Uniformed 
Services ID Card (Retired), or PHS 
Form 1866-3 (Blue), US Public 
Health Service ID Card (Retired).

Retired Reservists entitled to 
retired pay at age 60: DD Form 2 
(Red) and a notice of retirement 
eligibility as described in DoD 
Directive 1200.15. If the automated 
DD Form 2 (Red) has been issued, 
the member is registered in his or 
her service personnel system as a 
Reserve retiree entitled to retired pay 
at age 60, and a notice of retirement 
is not required.

Retired reservists qualified for 
retired pay: DD Form 2 (Blue), US 
Armed Forces ID Card (Retired), DD 
Form 2 (Blue) NOAA, Uniformed 
Services ID Card (Retired), or PHS 
Form 1866-3 (Blue), US Public 
Health Service ID Card (Retired).

Tips for traveling Space A:
Plan, be flexible, be patient. 

As a rule of thumb, military ports 
offer more travel opportunities than 
commercial gateways (i.e., travel 
chances are better to Europe from 
Dover Air Force Base (AFB), Del., 
than Baltimore-Washington).

If possible, travel at off-peak 
Space A travel periods (i.e., peak 
periods are the summer months after 
school is dismissed and Christmas 
holiday season). Historically, 
February-March and October- 
November are low travel periods.

Be as flexible as possible in 
choosing a destination. If you 
want to get to Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany, consider a flight into 
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, 
or even Royal Air Force Station 
Mildenhall, United Kingdom, as an 
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alternative. At Mildenhall, try for 
another flight bound for Germany.

There is a head tax on continental 
U.S. (CONUS) outbound or federal 
inspection fee on CONUS inbound 
international commercial charters.

Space A is just that — space 
that is available after all mission 
requirements are fulfilled. Military 
aircraft are subject at all times, 
first and foremost, to DoD mission 
response.

There are different categories of 
traveler for Space A, one through 
six. These categories determine the 
priority placement of the passenger. 
Retirees fall into Category 6, the 
lowest priority.

Each passenger may check two 
pieces of checked baggage, 70 
pounds each. Family members may 
pool their baggage allowances. Each 
passenger is permitted to hand-
carry one article (small baggage, 
backpack, etc.) and one personal 
item (purse, briefcase, etc.) for 
storage in the passenger cabin area. 
Hand-carried items must be able to 
fit under the passenger’s seat or in 
the overhead compartment. Baggage 
weight may be limited due to type 
of aircraft or other restrictions.

Retired members with DD Form 
2 (Blue) identification card may fly 
anywhere DoD has flights operating, 
including the CONUS.

Passengers traveling on a 
passport (family members, retired 
uniform service, reserve, etc.), may 
return to CONUS only through 
authorized ports of entry where 
customs and immigration clearance 
is available While you may depart 
the CONUS literally from any 
military airfield, reentry locations 
for passport holders are limited. 
Active duty passengers who do not 

require immigration clearance have 
more reentry options open.

For more information, contact 
the nearest Military Passenger 
Terminal. To locate the nearest 
passenger terminal, visit the Air 
Mobility Command Web site at 
www.amc.af.mil or call the Scott 
AFB operator at 618-256-1110. B

Taddled from Shift Colors

VETERANS HISTORY 
PROJECT

T he Veterans History Project 
collects and preserves the 

remembrances of American war 
veterans and civilian workers who 
supported them. These collections 
of first-hand accounts are archived 
in the American Folklife Center 
at the Library of Congress for use 
by researchers and to serve as an 
inspiration for generations to come. 

The program is designed to 
preserve the legacies of America’s 
aging veterans who are dying at the 
rate of about 1,500 a day. 

“Getting these oral histories now 
is important, because once they are 
gone, their stories are gone forever,” 
said Steve Hollingshead from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs’ 
Media Services Division. 

The project collects 
remembrances of veterans who 
served in World War I, World War II, 
the Cold War, Korean War, Vietnam 
War, Persian Gulf War (1990-1995), 
or Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts 
(2001-present). Citizen civilians 
who actively supported war efforts 
(such as war industry workers, USO 
workers, flight instructors, medical 

volunteers, defense contractors, 
etc.) are also invited to share their 
valuable stories. 

Interviews taped through the 
program go on file at the Library of 
Congress, where they are available 
for researchers, and the veteran 
gets a personal DVD copy, Mr. 
Hollingshead explained. 

But while the program initially 
focused on older veterans, Mr. 
Hollingshead said, he is increasingly 
seeing veterans from Iraq and 
Afghanistan participating in 
the project. 

The younger veterans’ stories 
are different from those of earlier 
generations, Mr. Hollingshead 
said. They served in different wars, 
carrying out different missions and 
applying different kinds of warfare. 
Their wounds are different today, 
with traumatic brain injuries and 
amputations more prevalent than in 
the past. 

But despite these differences, 
Mr. Hollingshead said, he sees a 
common thread among the veterans 
he interviews. Whether they served 
in World War I or Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, or in some conflict in 
between, all recognize that “they 
were there, fighting for their 
country,” he said. 

“All of them love their country 
and are here for all the right 
reasons,” Mr. Hollingshead said. 
“The patriotism you see in these 
people is just phenomenal.” 

All Americans, including 
students and grandchildren, can 
participate in documenting the lives 
of the nation’s war veterans, Mr. 
Hollingshead said. 

The history project relies on 
volunteers throughout the nation 

Continued on Page 6
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to collect veterans’ stories on 
behalf of the Library of Congress. 
These stories are made available to 
researchers and the general public, 
both at the library in Washington 
and via the VHP Web site at www.
loc.gov.vets/vets-home.html 

The U.S. Congress created the 
Veterans History Project in 2000. 
The authorizing legislation (Public 
Law 106-380), sponsored by 
Representatives Ron Kind, Amos 
Houghton and Steny Hoyer in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
and Senators Max Cleland and 
Chuck Hagel in the U.S. Senate, 
received unanimous support and 
was signed into law by President 
Clinton in October 2000. B

American Forces Press Service

Note: The December Bulletin was in error. The monthly luncheons are 
still on Thursdays. The change is to the 3rd Thursday of each month.

Map of new luncheon location

TRICARE DENTAL PROGRAM

S everal changes in the 
TRICARE Retiree Dental 

Program became effective 1 Oct 08, 
to include:

1. Coverage for emergency 
services now provided to enrollees 
visiting overseas locations.

2. World-wide coverage for those 
who live overseas and enroll in the 
new Enhanced Overseas Program.

3. Lifetime orthodontic maximum 
increased to $1500 maximum.

4. One- and two-surface posterior 
composite resin fillings payable at 
80% of the program allowed amount.

5. Implant services now covered, 
after a 12-month waiting period, at 
50% of the program allowed amount.

For more information call 1-800-
838-8737 or www.ddpdelta.org. B

Taddled from Army Echoes

MEET A DIRECTOR

D irector Al Mouns, CDR 
USN (RET), is the 

Auxiliary Chair.
Born in Chicago, raised among 

the orange groves in (then) rural 
Southern California. Entered flight 
training in 1961 after college via 
the NROTC program. Flew in 
three patrol squadrons and ship’s 
company aboard two aircraft 
carriers. Naval War College. 
Retired from Hawaiian staff duty 
in 1982. Studied accounting at San 
Jose State and became a Certified 
Public Accountant. Now runs a 
boutique accounting practice in 
San Jose. Plans to retire two hours 
after he finds an all consuming 
hobby more exciting than tax work. 
He and his wife, Judy, live in their 
$30k starter home in Cupertino. B

From Bio

LOST MEMBERS AND 
AUxILIARIES

A s reported in the last 
several Bulletins, those 

whose renewals for 2009 have not 
been received by 1 December 2008 
would no longer get the Bulletin. At 
press time we’re missing some 100 
members and auxiliaries.

They won’t be getting this 
Bulletin. Letters are being sent to 
them from our President, CAPT 
Lloyd McBeth.

Nobody wants to be badgered, 
but we hope that most will respond 
positively and renew.

Many thanks to all of you 
who are getting this issue. B

The Guy Who Keeps The Records



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.

This Space for Rent
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
January 2009

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 January

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 15 January Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

Remember e New 
L o c a t i o n / P r i c e


