
T h e  B u l l e t i n

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Board Meetings Are Open To All Members
Board Minutes Are Available To Members From The Secretary

PRESIDENT
   CAPT Lloyd D. McBeth USN 408-241-3514
1st Vice President
   CDR John W. Ward USN 408-736-8475
2nd Vice President
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
Secretary
   CDR Robert G. Smith USN 408-255-9173
Treasurer
   COL W. Van Der Molen USA 408-371-8118
Immediate Past President
   LTC Jesse Craddock USAF 650-968-0446

DIRECTORS
COL Lawrence Dietz USA 408-733-9044
CDR V.A. Eagye USN 408-733-3177
CDR Gene Fife USN 408-739-7436
COL Keith Giles USAF 408-244-9401
CDR Gordon L. Rollman USN 408-243-9254
CDR Al Mouns USN 408-257-5629
LTC Michael Sampognaro USAF 408-371-3483
LTC Fred Weed AUS 408-264-7581

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Auxiliary
   CDR Al Mouns USN 408-257-5629
Chaplain
   Chaplain Fred Tittle VA Liaison 650-493-5000
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
   LTC Michael Sampognaro USAF 408-371-3483
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
   CDR John W. Ward USN 408-736-8475
Legislative
   COL Lawrence Dietz USA 408-733-9044
Programs
   LTC Jesse Craddock USAF 650-968-0446
ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark USA 408-267-0135
CAL-MOAA/ROA Liaison
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
Membership/Recruitment
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
Scholarship
   CDR Gene Fife USN 408-739-7436
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   CDR V.A. Eagye USN 408-733-3177
Web Master
   LTC Michael Sampognaro USAF 408-371-3483
Sergeant-at-Arms
   CDR Gordon L. Rollman USN 408-243-9254

BULLETIN EDITOR
COL Keith Giles

ohsix@bikerider.com

The Silicon Valley Chapter meets at 129th Support Group, 
Bldg 653

Moffett Federal Airfield
through the courtesy of

COL AMOS BAGDASARIAN, CO

“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
by the Silicon Valley Chapter, MOAA
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3 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
24 Jan Luncheon 11:00 AM
7 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM

28 Feb tba 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

24 January
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

LTC Steve Butow, CANG
Commander, 129th Operations Support Flight

An Airman’s Perspective on Operations IRAQI 
and ENDURING FREEDOM

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Don’t forget to check your label. If it still shows 2007 AND you haven’t 
renewed, please do so. Auxiliaries - if you want to continue receiving the 
Bulletin, please return the form on the inside back cover.
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

The first 99% of the job takes 100% 
of the available time and the other 
1% takes the other 100%. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

RENEWALS

M embership renewal 
invoices have been 

sent to all those Members who 
have not renewed for 2008. Your 
dues are payable upon receipt. 
Please return them ASAP. 
Special notice to Auxiliaries 
– you will not receive an 
invoice. But in order to keep 
on receiving the Bulletin, you 
must return a completed renewal 
form ( inside the back cover of 
each Bulletin) if you wish to 
continue receiving the Bulletin. 
While you owe no dues, any 
contributions are appreciated. B

Your Board

FISHER HOUSE

T he following letter was 
received from the Director 

of the VA Palo Alto Health Care 
system after our Chapter presented 
the Fisher House with a donation.

Dear Members:
It is a special pleasure for me to 

write this letter of appreciation to 
you. Your recent donation of $2,500 
will go far to improve the lives of our 
veterans who have served this country 
so proudly. These funds have been 
deposited into General Post Fund 
#2203, the Family Home Fund, and 
will be used to support the Fisher 
House.

Most of the men and women 
we treat here are suffering from 
traumatic brain injury (TBI). It can 
result in changes in psychological 
status, impair mobility, strength and 
endurance, and cause deficits in 
cognitive function. Fortunately, 
the VA Palo Alto hospital was 
designated as one of four Polytrauma 
Rehabilitation Centers in the United 

States to care for our injured service 
members returning from war.

Our hospital receives injured 
service members from the entire 
West Coast and as far away as Texas, 
Alaska and Hawaii. Consequently, 
families of injured troops must travel 
long distances to be with them. Many 
of our injured service members’ 
families struggle financially as their 
loved one experiences weeks and 
months of rehabilitation. The Fisher 
House provides a much-needed 
refuge for these family members. 
Your generous donation will go far 
to help them and I will assure you that 
every penny will go to families who are 
in need of help.

On behalf of the VA Palo Alto 
Health Care System, I thank you for 
your deep concern for our nation’s 
service members, veterans and their 
families.

Elizabeth Joyce Freeman, Director

SHINGLES VACCINE COST
PARTIALLy REIMBURSED

A s of 19 Oct 2007, 
Zostavax. the vaccine 

that helps reduce the risk of getting 
herpes zoster, commonly known 
as shingles, is reimbursable under 
TRICARE in varying degrees. 
See below for explanation of 
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costs depending on the version 
of TRICARE that applies to your 
specific case.

Zostavax, made by Merck, was 
licensed 25 May 2006 by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
for use in people 60 years old and 
older to prevent shingles. It is the 
only U.S. licensed vaccine that 
reduces the risk of reactivation 
of the varicella zoster virus, the 
same one that causes chicken pox. 
Zostavax does not treat shingles or 
post-herpetic neuralgia (PHN) once 
it develops. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
recommends a single dose of the 
vaccine for adults age 60 or older 
regardless of whether they report a 
prior episode of shingles.

The causes of shingles aren’t 
completely known, but it is thought 
that a combination of factors can 
trigger shingles, including age and 
problems with the immune system. 
Zostavax is given as a single dose by 
an injection under the skin, preferably 
in the upper arm. In people who were 
70 years of age and older, and still 
developed shingles, even though 
they had been vaccinated, Zostavax 
reduced the frequency of PHN. 
Overall, the benefit of Zostavax in 
preventing PHN is due to the effect 
of the vaccine on reducing the risk 
of developing shingles.

Shingles is at risk for developing 
in anyone who has had chicken pox. 
It is estimated that 1 million or more 
cases occur each year in the United 
States. Shingles can occur in people 
of all ages, but most commonly 
in those over 60 years of age, and 
this risk increases as people get 
older. When shingles develop, a 
rash or blisters appear on the skin, 
generally on one side of the body. 

This is a sign that the virus, that has 
been dormant in the nerve cells, has 
reactivated and traveled from the 
nerves and followed a path out to 
the skin. Because the nerves along 
the path become inflamed, shingles 
can also be painful. Pain that lasts 
for months after the rash has healed 
is called PHN. For some people, this 
pain can be severe and chronic.

The studies for Zostavax 
enrolled approximately 38,000 
people throughout the United States 
who were 60 years of age and 
older; approximately half received 
Zostavax and half received a placebo. 
Study participants were followed on 
average for about three years to see 
if they developed shingles and if 
they did, how long the pain lasted. 
At the conclusion of the studies, 
researchers found that overall (in 
persons age 60 years and older) the 
vaccine reduced the occurrence of 
shingles by about 50 percent. The 
vaccine effect was highest at 64 
percent in people between the ages 
60-69, but its effectiveness declined 
with increasing age; to 41 percent for 
the 70-79 age group, and 18 percent 
for those 80 years of age and older. 
For TRICARE Prime beneficiaries, 
as long as you get your shingles 
vaccine from your primary care 
manager you won’t be responsible 
for a deductible or copay.

TRICARE Standard/Extra 
beneficiaries may get the shingles 
vaccine from any TRICARE-
authorized provider (network or 
non-network) who is licensed to give 
the vaccine. However, Standard/ 
Extra deductibles and cost shares 
apply. The shingles vaccine will 
not be covered under Medicare 
part B (which covers influenza 
and pneumococcal polysaccharide 

vaccine as well as hepatitis B for 
moderate and high risk persons). 
Medicare covers the shingles 
vaccine under Medicare Part D. 
Practically all TRICARE for Life 
(TFL) beneficiaries 65 and older 
are not enrolled in Medicare Part 
D since the TRICARE Pharmacy 
benefit is more advantageous. 
Therefore, TRICARE will be the 
primary payer for the vaccine.

TFL beneficiaries may get 
the shingles vaccine from any 
TRICARE-authorized provider 
(network or non-network) who 
is licensed to give the vaccine 
but TRICARE Standard/Extra 
deductibles and cost shares apply. 
Under TRICARE Standard and 
TRICARE Extra, there is an annual 
deductible of $150 ($300 for a 
family). For TFL beneficiaries, 
after the annual deductible has 
been met, a 20 percent cost share 
of the remaining contracted fee 
applies. For example, if the cost 
of the vaccine were $200, the 
reimbursement would be $40. B
Taddled from Central CA Coast Chapter

ExCHANGE CLOSURE

O ur Secretary, CDR 
Bob Smith, wrote to 

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren 
concerning the Moffett Exchange 
closure. Here is her response.

Thank you for contacting me 
with your concern about the closing 
of the Navy Exchange Facilities 
at Moffett Airfield in Sunnyvale, 
California. I am happy to provide 
you with an update of the situation.

There has been no planned 
Continued on Page 4
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closure for the Commissary at 
Moffett Airfield. It will continue to 
remain open to serve active duty 
and retired military personnel in 
our area.

Unfortunately, the Navy 
Exchange, which provides tax-free 
low-priced goods, has a planned 
closure date of February, 2008. 

This is due to a decision made 
by the 2005 Base Realignment 
Commission to phase the Air Force 
out of Onizuka Air Force Base. For 
thirteen years Onizuka Air Force 
Base provided the Navy Exchange 
with sponsorship in two critical 
areas: Base Operating Support and 
Institutional Share Pool to provide 
the Navy Exchange with police, fire, 
maintenance, and other operational 
expenses. With the departure of 
the Air Force in May, 2007, the 
property came under the control 
of NASA; however, NASA does not 
sponsor the Navy Exchange, and it 
is therefore currently operating with 
a large account deficit.

Due in part to your efforts, 
Congressman Mike Honda, 
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo 
and I have urged Undersecretary 
of Defense for Personnel and 
Readiness Hon. David S. C. Chu to 
find other Department of Defense 
funding to keep the Exchange open 
for as long as possible. A copy of 

our letter to Undersecretary Chu 
is enclosed.

Again, thanks for being in touch. 
If I may be of assistance to you or 
your family, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me.

Sincerely, Zoe Lofgren, Member 
of Congress

As a result, she, Congresswoman 
Anna Eshoo, and Congressman 
Michael Honda wrote to the 
Undersecretary of Defense for 
Personnel and Readiness. Here is a 
copy of that letter.

Dear Hon. David S. C. Chu,
The Navy Exchange Facilities 

at Moffett Airfield in Sunnyvale, 
California is planned to be closed 
by BRAC in February, 2008. The 
Exchange has provided significant 
shopping benefits, savings, and 
convenience to the quality of life 
not only to the few remaining active 
duty personnel in the area, but 
to the 27,000 Reserve, National 
Guard, and retirees, all of whom 
are permanent residents in the 
immediate area.

The facilities were sponsored by 
the Navy until 1995. Then, the Navy 
was phased out by BRAC in a 1991 
memorandum of agreement signed 
by Onizuka Air Force Base, which 
gave the Air Force sponsorship 
of the Exchange until the BRAC 
reorganization phased out the Air 
Force in May 2007. Since May, 
the Navy Exchange Facilities 
have operated with permission 
under a short term memorandum 
of understanding with NASA. 
Unfortunately, no service has 
stepped forward to sponsor the 
facility. It is our understanding 
that it would be possible to keep 
the facility open for several extra 
months should a financial sponsor 

HOMELESS VETS

R ecent newspaper articles 
have noted that one in 

four homeless persons in the United 
States are veterans. While this may 
be true, the VA has been addressing 
the situation with ongoing programs 
to reduce veteran homeliness and 
provide medical care and would 
like to set the record straight on its 
efforts. Accordingly, the following 
facts are provided:

* VA is the largest federal 
provider of direct assistance to 
the homeless. Services provided 
include health care, outreach and 

be found to sponsor the Exchange’s 
Base Operating Support and the 
Exchange’s Institutional Share 
Pool.

In light of the fact that the closest 
similar facilities are at the Presidio 
of Monterey, 70 miles away, there is 
no convenient Exchange alternative 
for our active and retired military 
constituents. We encourage you to 
find alternative sources of funding 
to sponsor short term operation of 
the Exchange to continue providing 
benefits to these families for as long 
as possible.

Sincerely, Michael Honda, Zoe 
Lofgren, Anna Eshoo, Members of 
Congress
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case management, employment, 
rehabilitation, transitional residential 
care, therapeutic work and assistance 
with permanent housing.
* There has been a 22% 
reduction in the number of homeless 
veterans in comparison to estimates 
as recent as five years ago. The 
estimated number of homeless 
veterans fell from 250,000 to today's 
195,000 on any given night.
* Only about 30% of homeless 
veterans are chronically homeless, 
which are the hardest to reach 
among the homeless population. 
VA's programs are designed to 
directly serve this important group.
* VA supports more than 
15,000 beds in transitional housing 
facilities and VA residential 
treatment programs.
* 100,000 veterans - more 
than half the number of homeless 
veterans - receive VA health care 
each year. VA expects to spend $1.6 
billion for medical treatment and 
$287 million for homeless specific 
programs in FY 08.
* 346 program clinicians are 
working nationwide who contact 
homeless veterans as part of their 
dedication to the homeless health 
care outreach effort.
* More than $300 million in 
grants have been provided to local 
partners for homeless programs.
* VA partners with hundreds 
of communities on Stand Downs 
across the nation. Stand Downs 
give homeless veterans a temporary 
refuge where they can obtain food, 
shelter, clothing and a range of 
community and VA assistance. 
Providers can contact VA's Homeless 
Veterans Programs Office at www1.
va.gov/horneless, (202) 273-5764, 
or e-mail VA at hornelessvets@

NEx BARBERSHOP

T he barbers 
at NEX are 

planning a new operation 
off-base near Moffett 
Blvd and Middlefield 
Road at 400 Moffett 
Blvd, Suite E. They will 
open Tuesday through 
Saturday, and promise $8 
haircuts! Phone 408-931-
2215 for more details.B

CDR Gordon Rollman

JANUARy SPEAkER

L TC Steve Butow is an MC-
130P instructor pilot for 

the 129th Rescue Wing with 20 years 
experience in personnel recovery and 
combat search and rescue (CSAR) 
operations. He is commander of the 
129th Operations Support Flight 
responsible for current operations, 
weapons and tactics, intelligence, 
airfield management and operations 
plans. In this capacity, he leads the 
operations group staff for three 
combat-proven rescue squadrons 
operating HH-60G Pavehawks, 
MC-130P Combat Shadows, 
and GUARDIAN ANGEL – the 
combat recovery teams comprised 
of Pararescuemen, combat rescue 
officers and survival, evasion, 
resistance and escape (SERE) 
instructors.

In 2005, he served a tour at 
the USCENTAF Combined Air 
Operations Center (CAOC) as 
the Deputy Director of the Joint 
Search and Rescue Center with 
responsibility for operations in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and the Horn of Africa. 
Most notably, he directed the air 
component CSAR effort to recover 
Petty Officer Marcus Luttrell, Navy 
SEAL and author of the bestselling 
book “Lone Survivor”.

In 2007, he returned to the 
CAOC as the USCENTAF Chief of 
Personnel Recovery on the AFFOR 
A3 staff working directly with the 
COMAFFOR and CFACC for 
USCENTCOM, Lieutenant General 
Gary L. North.

LTC Butow was raised in Menlo 
Park, attended Saint Francis High 
School in Mountain View and studied 
physics at San Jose State University 
before receiving his commission in 
1989. He is currently serving as the 
interim Air Operations Officer for the 
129th Operations Group at Moffett 
Federal Airfield, California. B

From bio

mail.va.gov. (Source: VA 
Media Relations 8 Nov 07) B
Taddled from Fleet Reserve Association

SUNSET COMMITTEE

S ome years ago a once 
vibrant MOAA East Bay 

Chapter serving much of Alameda 
County turned in its charter and 
ceased operations. Even now, more 
than 200 members of that chapter 
have no place to go for camaraderie, a 
pleasant meal together with speaker, 
and local services unless they want 
to drive to the Contra Costa Chapter 
at Walnut Creek. 

And now a Southern California 
Continued on Page 6
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Moffett Hours
Exchange

(NEX, NEX II)
650-603-9907

Mon-Sat 0900-1800
Sun & Hol 1000-1700

Commissary
Phone 650-603-9981

Su 0900-1700
Mo Closed
Tu-We 0900-1800
Th 0900-1900
Fr 0900-1800
Sa 0800-1700

ID CARDS

Army Reserve, Moffett Federal 
Field, Bldg 152 on Dailey Rd, 
Room 127, , M-Th 0800-1530. See 
map above. You must phone ahead 
to schedule an appointment. 650-
603-8693.
Army Reserve, Camp Parks, 
Dublin, 925-875-4918, M-F, 0830-
1500, appointment required.
Coast Guard, Alameda, 510-437-
2905, M-F 0830-1430.

Army Reserve, Oakland, 510-302-
2720.
Navy/Marine Res Ctr, Alameda, 
510-814-2605.
Army Reserve, San Pablo, 510-
970-3237.
Presidio of Monterey, 831-242-5209.
USN CSD, Seaside, 831-656-4070.
US Navy, Monterey, 831-656-
7820.
Travis AFB, 707-424-4075.

ID CARDS

I   get phone calls from 
Auxiliaries who want to 

know where they can renew their 
military ID cards. In some of the 
previous Bulletins, I’ve included 
information on where one can 
do this.

I’m including the map and 
information, shown to the right, once 
again. I strongly advise you to cut 
out this information and save it so 
you’ll have it when you need it. B

Your Editor

ROSTER ADDENDA
Auxiliaries

Mrs Betty Rhodes, 6294 Wehner 
Way, San Jose, CA 95135-1445

Deceased
CDR Raleigh E. Rhodes, USN

chapter has indicated its intent to end 
operations. According to the interim 
president, “Specifically, the Board 
of Directors at its last scheduled 
meeting formed a committee to 
review the feasibility of inactivating 
our chapter in 2008.”

The following issues were 
among the discussion points 
leading to formation of a “Sunset 
Committee.”

*Age related age-health of 
the membership

*Percent of member participation 
in activities

*Lack of willing new members 
to take on officer positions

*A sense of it being time 
to conclude with dignity after 
40+ years

These are not happy 
developments; it is difficult to watch 
a group’s beloved chapter come 
to an end.

Although Silicon Valley Chapter 
currently has more than 300 
members and77 auxiliaries, most 
chapter leaders have been serving 
for years. A real danger today 
is burnout.

If you would like to serve 
the chapter as a director, officer, 
committee chair, or committee 
member, please contact any 
director or officer without delay; 
contact information is on the 
front page of “The Bulletin.” B

Adapted From E-Mail



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809
Membership Application

Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________
Aux Mbr_______________

Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
January 2008

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNyVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than (Friday before)

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $16.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the (date) Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN yOUR PAyMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


