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4 Sept Board Meeting 10:00 AM
25 Sept Luncheon 11:00 AM

2 Oct Board Meeting 10:00 AM
23 Oct Navy Chaplain 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

25 September
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

CAPT WILLIAN DE MERS, USA

South Pacific Assaults

Luncheon is $20.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Renewals begin NOW!
See article on page 6.



- 2 -

SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

What would the world be 
without men? No crime and 
lots of happy, fat women. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M ail notification of a 
MOAA member’s 

death to:
MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

VA BENEFITS BOOk

T he Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) has 

announced the release of the 2008 
edition of the popular handbook 
Federal Benefits for Veterans and 
Dependents. This new edition 
updates the rates for certain federal 
payments and outlines a variety of 
programs and benefits for American  
veterans.

Most of the nation’s 24 
million veterans qualify for some 
VA benefits, which range from 
health care to burial in a national 
cemetery. In addition to describing 
benefits provided by VA, the 2008 
edition of the 153-page booklet 
provides an overview of programs 
and services for veterans provided 
by other federal agencies.

Federal Benefits for Veterans 
and Dependents includes resources 
to help you access your benefits, 
with a listing of toll-free phone 
numbers, Internet addresses and a 
directory of VA facilities throughout 
the country. You may download the 
handbook at no cost from VA’s Web 
site at www1.va.gov/opa/vadocs/
current_benefits.asp.

The handbook is one of the top 
selling consumer publications of the 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
(GPO). GPO accepts credit card 
orders for the publication at 866-
512-1800 (toll-free) for a cost of 85 
cents each to U.S. addresses. It can 
be ordered by mail from the GPO at 
Superintendent of Documents, P.O. 
Box 979050, St. Louis, MO 63197-
9000 (stock #051-000-00233-4), or 
online at www.bookstore.gpo.gov.

In addition to health-care 
and burial benefits, you may be 
eligible for programs providing 
home loan guaranties, educational 

assistance, training and vocational 
rehabilitation. income assistance 
pensions, life insurance and 
compensation for service- 
connected illnesses or disabilities. 
In some cases, survivors of veterans 
may also be entitled to benefits.

The handbook describes 
programs for veterans with specific 
service experiences, such as 
prisoners of war or those concerned 
about environmental exposures in 
Vietnam or the Gulf War, as well 
as special benefits for veterans 
with severe disabilities. B

Via E-Mail

CHAPTER AUTHOR

A   first book by 
chapter member MAJ 

David J. Yahiro, USA, “A Soldier 
Called Jiichan: Life of a Third 
Generation Japanese-American,” 
was published by Outskirts Press 
16 April 2008. And here’s a hearty 
“Congratulations!” to you, David. 
The book is a story of a boy born 
to Japanese-American parents just 
prior to World War II.

He begins life in an economically 
poor family but one rich in values. 
He and his family are sent to a 
WWII evacuation camp during 
the war. Upon their release, he 
struggles economically and with 
his education to regain what he 
loses during his camp days.

Rather than being drafted, he 
joins the Army and eventually 
makes it his career from private 
to sergeant, second lieutenant 
to major, he serves in the Field 
Artillery and as an airplane and 
helicopter aviator. A lot of this 
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sounds very familiar.
David Yahiro, currently living in 

Stockton was born in Anaheim, later 
moved to Arizona, and ultimately to 
Watsonville where he completed 
high school. In 1959 he joined the 
Army and completed basic training 
at Fort Ord, later being assigned 
to the Field Artillery where he 
was promoted to sergeant, then to 
Officer Candidate School, and flight 
school at Fort Rucker, AL. Over 
time he became both fixed-wing 
and helicopter qualified.

Once qualified in the UH-1 
(Huey), in 1965 David went to 
Vietnam and service with the 5th 
Special Forces Group Delta Force. 
He later moved on to serve as the 
Aviation Officer with the 10th 
Special Forces Group in Germany. 
Later he returned to Vietnam and 
the 101st Airborne Division to fly 
combat assault helicopters.

During his time in the Army, he 
was also a helicopter instructor pilot, 
a Senior Army Aviator, parachutist, 
and University of Southern 
California aviation safety officer. 
After yet more service in CONUS 
he retired in 1979 to become a 
manufacturing manager in Silicon 
Valley.

David’s 304 page book is 
available in paperback from 

Amazon.com and Borders Books. 
The Amazon price is $14.95. B

Preview & Bio

AF THUNDERBIRD SCHEDULE
September

12 and 13 -- Reno, Nev. 
27 and 28 -- Salinas, Calif.

While the above schedule has 
been approved, it is subject to 
change.  For up-to-date information 
and complete details about the Air 
Force Thunderbirds, visit the official 
Thunderbirds Web site at http://
thunderbirds.airforce.com/. B

Afterburner

SEPTEMBER SPEAkER

A   couple years ago a 
World War II veteran 

saw chapter member Bill DeMers’ 
name somewhere and just had to 
call to determine if it was the same 
DeMers who was wounded on 
New Guinea 5 December 1942. It 
was. The caller was the medic who 
treated Bill that day.

And at a reunion Bill met a 
veteran from B Company,128th 
Infantry, and asked him if he knew 
anyone from D Company. The man 
replied that, “I remember when they 
carried you out.” The two men, flush 
with memories of a desperate battle, 
have been friends ever since.

In September 1942, Bill’s 
unit, a component of the 128th 
Regimental Combat Team in New 
Guinea, was airlifted to Wanigela 
to join the Australian 18th Brigade 

spearheading the planned coastal 
advance on Buna. The harsh 
reality of the New Guinea climate 
came as a terrible shock to the 
inexperienced soldiers of the 32nd 
Division. Completely lacking in 
jungle training their field craft was 
appalling and hundreds of men were 
quickly struck down with malaria, 
dengue fever or dysentery. The 
advance on the Japanese was slow.

Captain Bill Demers, USA, will 
provide a full account of some 
assaults that changed the lives of so 
many forever. Anyone interested in 
Southwestern Pacific island warfare, 
and specifically an eye-witness 
account, should find this program 
more than interesting.

Bill enlisted in the National 
Guard 11 September 1933, served on 
duty during an industrial employee 
strike, and in 1935 participated in 
major maneuvers in Michigan. That 
was followed by 1940 maneuvers at 
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, where he 
was promoted to second lieutenant.

On 15October 1940, Bill’s 
division was called to active duty 
at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, 
where he served as platoon leader 
of an 81mm mortar platoon, as 
well as battalion mess officer and 
transportation officer jobs. In the 
summer of 1941 he participated in 
military operations in Louisiana and 
North Carolina later in the autumn.

It’s clear that training in the 
continental United States was not 
sufficient for what was to happen 
later. Bill’s unit embarked and 
sailed to Australia in April 1942. 
In August, Bill was promoted to 
Captain and given command of 
Company D 128th Infantry, which 
was the battalion’s heavy weapons 

Continued on Pabe 4
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company. The rest is history.
The 128th, as part of the 32nd 

Infantry Division, Wisconsin 
National Guard, broke through the 
Japanese lines at Buna (“Bloody 
Buna”) New Guinea; defeated 
Japanese General Adachi’s divisions 
at Saidor and Aitape, New Guinea.

Bill was wounded on 5 December 
1942 and was retired for disability 13 
January 1946. He joined The Retired 
Officers Association (TROA) in 
1947 and today makes most of the 
chapter’s luncheon meetings. B

SVC Field Correspondent

CASTERLINE SCHOLARSHIP

F or many years LTC Jim 
Casterline served in 

several capacities for the benefit of 
our members. The last position was 
Secretary & Treasurer. We honor 
his memory with the Casterline 
Scholarship Fund.

This year the Silicon Valley 
Chapter awarded $2000 in 
scholarships. At the February 
Luncheon, four $500 awards were 
presented. Next year we plan to 
present five $500 scholarship 
awards to qualified enlisted 
candidates selected from 129th Air 
Rescue Squadron of the California 
National Guard (2), Naval Reserve 
Center, and two ROTC Cadets – 
one from the Army ROTC unit at 
SCU and one from the Air Force 
unit at SJSU.

Members who wish to participate 
in this worthy cause – as you send 
in your invoice renewals please 
consider making a donation to the 
Casterline Scholarship Fund for 
2009. Many members including 

the auxiliary have done so in 
the past and we thank you. B

CDR Gene Fife
Scholarship Chair

TRAVELING WITH TRICARE
Emergency Care

Urgent care is not the same as 
emergency care. Urgent care is a 
medical service needed within 24 
hours when an illness or injury 
would not result in further disability 
or death if not treated immediately.

TRICARE beneficiaries should 
seek treatment at the nearest 
emergency department immediately 
if care is needed to safeguard life, 
limb, or eyesight, or to relieve pain 
or suffering. Prior authorization is 
not required for emergency care.

Be prepared to pay up front for 
services and then file a claim for 
reimbursement with TRICARE 
once you return stateside.

If you are traveling overseas, 
contact the nearest U.S. Embassy 
or Consulate for assistance in 
finding an emergency facility or the 
emergency number for the country 
you are visiting.
TRAVELING WITHIN THE U.S.

TFL benefits are the same 
throughout the U.S. As long as 
you receive care from a Medicare-
authorized provider, claims will be 
submitted by the provider on your 
behalf.

If the provider accepts Medicare 
but does not file claims with Medicare, 
you will be required to provide 
payment up front and file a claim for 
reimbursement with the TFL claims 
contractor, Wisconsin Physicians 
Service (WPS) Insurance Corp.

TRAVELING OVERSEAS
If you are traveling in an area 

where Medicare is not available, 
TRICARE Standard will become 
your primary insurance. You will 
be responsible for the TRICARE 
Standard deductible and cost-shares. 
Additional information is available 
on TRICARE’s Web site.

Be prepared to pay up front for 
services and then file a claim for 
reimbursement with the TFL claims 
contractor once you return stateside. 
Keep all documentation/receipts 
relating to your care and submit 
them with your claim.

Contact the TRICARE Area 
Office (TAO) for the overseas area 
in which you are traveling or the 
nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate 
for assistance in finding a host 
nation provider.

Continued Page 5
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PHARMACy SERVICES 
AVAILABLE WHILE 

TRAVELING
It’s recommended you fill all 

prescriptions before traveling; 
however, the following options are 
available for filling prescriptions 
away from home: 

You can have prescriptions filled 
at any TRICARE retail network 
pharmacy located throughout the 
U.S., Puerto Rico, Guam, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. To locate a 
network pharmacy, call (866) 363-
8779 or visit www.express-scripts.
com/TRICARE. 

If traveling near a military 
treatment facility (MTF), you can 
have a new prescription filled at no 
charge as long as it’s available at the 
MTF. All you are required to have 
is the written prescription and your 
uniformed services ID card. 

If you are planning to be away 
for an extended period, you can 
coordinate ahead of time to receive 
your prescriptions through the 
TRICARE Mail-Order Pharmacy 
(TMOP). For additional information, 
call (866) 363-8667 or visit www.
express-scripts.com/TRICARE. 
The mail-order pharmacy is NOT 
available overseas unless you 
have an APO or FPO address. B

MOAA E-mail

BANkS NEED DEPOSITS

N o, no. This is not about 
the problem of modest 

deposits in one bank and watching it 
fail. But to the point: I donate blood 
hoping there will some on the shelf 
if/when I need a transfusion. From 
habit, I go to Stanford. And I want 
to be surrounded by twenty-year-

olds at the blood bank. 
I thought there was an upper 

age limit and eventually I would 
be turned away simply because I 
hit sixty-eight or eighty or some 
other arbitrary age. It turns out 
that everybody fills out the same 
questionnaire and seniors are not 
disqualified simply because of their 
age. Surgery, certain medication, 
and travel to exotic places might 
disqualify. But no matter how 
enthusiastic we might be, blood centers 
need to attract younger donors.

Donors must be hard to find: 
August 11, the Red Cross called me 
for a blood donation. If intrigued 
about the process, surf this 
references – www.scv.redcross.org, 
phone: 408-577-1000, 2731 N. First 
St. in San Jose and other locations 
in the greater Bay Area.

Stanford: http://bloodcenter.
stanford.edu. phone: 888-723-
7831. Near El Camino Hospital in 
Mountain View plus two sites in 
Palo Alto

And why are blood centers 
beating the bushes for donors? 
Perhaps we are making it too 
difficult for younger people. In a 
classic bureaucratic quagmire, San 
Jose State University suspended 
campus blood drives in deference to 
its non-discrimination policy. The 
blood center’s screening includes 
an FDA mandated question about 
sexual preference. One answer 
automatically disqualifies a potential 
donor for life. See fascinating 
background on the Stanford Blood 
Center’s web site (search sjsu and 
scroll to the 30 Jan 2008 news 
release). For balance, check out 
www.sjsu.edu and search blood drives. 
The campus newspaper, Spartan 
Daily, had some great articles.

A short, probably incomplete, 
summary:

1. The FDA deferral dates back to 
1983 when the AIDS risk from blood 
transfusions was first recognized. 

2. Some experts now argue that 
better testing identifies tainted blood.

3. FDA is slow or unwilling to 
review the policy.

4. Per SJSU, “discrimination 
of any kind, including sexual 
orientation is an affront to the entire 
university community and is strictly 
prohibited.”

5. In January 2008, the outgoing 
SJSU President suspended blood 
drives sponsored by university 
employees and/or by recognized 
student organizations.

6 Last March a fraternity could 
not sponsor a blood drive since 
organizations affiliated with SJSU 
cannot hold off-campus blood 
drives. That event was reorganized 
and sponsored by a church near the 
campus.

I want to encourage younger 
people to become donors. Blood 
drives used to be social events 
where one got a warm and fuzzy 
feeling plus a free, often good, 
afternoon snack. But convenience 
was important. No matter how 
altruistic I felt, I wouldn’t travel 
very far for some juice and a half-
dozen cookies.

Perhaps SJSU suspended blood 
drives to give the new President 
an easy decision to overturn. In 
the meantime, SJSU has received 
my last (trivial) cash donation. 
Until a new pack of “youngsters” 
comes on line, consider becoming, 
or continuing to be, a blood donor. 
Stanford has great cookies.

CDR Al Mouns
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SALUTING THE FLAG

P resident Bush signed on 28 
JAN 08 a law amending 

federal code to allow a veteran 
to salute the U.S. flag while not 
in uniform in certain, but not all, 
situations. The amended federal 
code addresses actions for a viewer 
of the U.S. flag during its hoisting, 
lowering or passing. In these 
instances, the law allows a veteran 
in civilian attire to salute the flag.

All other persons present should 
face the flag, or if applicable, remove 
their headdress with their right hand 
and hold it at the left shoulder, the 
hand being over the heart.

Citizens of other countries 
present should stand at attention. All 
such conduct toward the flag in a 
moving column should be rendered 
at the moment the flag passes.

(Pay attention to the following 
section - hand salute in civilian attire 
is not authorized for the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Ed)

However, another section of 
federal code that specifically relates 
to actions of those reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance was not amended. 
In this case, a veteran in civilian 

ROSTER ADDENDA
Deceased

Mrs Georgia Carter
CAPT Harry H Haeussler, USN
Mrs Louise Zobel

Auxiliaries
Mrs Norma Heidt, 124 Blossom 
Glen Way, Los Gatos, CA 95032-
3807, phone 408-356-5854

Changes
Mrs Orpha Fessler, 433 Sylvan Ave 
#90, Mtn View, CA 94041-1642

IMPORTANT NOTICE PLEASE READ AND RESPOND 
2009 RENEWALS ARE DUE IN OCTOBER

Renewal are due in October so The Board will have an indication of the 
amount of anticipated 2009 income available to establish a 2009 budget.

The annual dues remain $26 for 2009.
PLEASE!!! Do not procrastinate. Before you place this notice aside, pick 

up your check book, cut off the renewal form and mail you renewal today. 
This will save your chapter money by not having to issue follow up notices. 
Anyone, member or auxiliary who’s renewal is not received by 1 

December will be removed from the roster and you will no longer receive 
the Bulletin starting with January 2009 issue. December 1 date is required as 
the mailing list must be updated and in the printers hand by 15 December.

We thank you in advance for your prompt attention
Lloyd McBeth, President

!!! NOTE !!! AUXILIARy MEMBERS !!!
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PAY DUES BUT YOU MUST SEND IN 

RENEWAL FORM OR YOUR NAME WILL BE REMOVED FROM 
THE ROSTER.

CUT OFF AND MAIL COMPLETED FORM WITH CHECk FOR 
DUES TO:

Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
Post Office Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

2009 SILICON VALLEy CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Members Annual Dues: $ 26.00   $______    (Auxiliary - No Charge)
Donations to SVC Fund ...............$______
Donation to Scholarship Fund  .... $______  
                                 TOTAL ...... . $______ (All Donations Tax Deductible) 
Name : Last ________________ First __________ M.I. __ 
Rank _______Service ____
Address ___________________ City __________________ State ____
Zip ___________
Phone: __________________ E-mail ________________ Spouse’s 
Name __________

attire is not specifically authorized 
to render a hand salute during the 
Pledge. In any case, a veteran in 
civilian clothes is authorized to 
place their right hand over their 
heart as has been tradition. B

Director, RAO Baguio



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
September 2008

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNyVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 19 September

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $20.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 25 September Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN yOUR PAyMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

See Page 6


