
T h e  B u l l e t i n

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Board Meetings Are Open To All Members
Board Minutes Are Available To Members From The Secretary

PRESIDENT
   LTC Jesse Craddock USAF 650-968-0446
1st Vice President
   CDR John W. Ward USN 408-736-8475
2nd Vice President
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The Silicon Valley Chapter meets at 129th Support Group, 
Bldg 653

Moffett Federal Airfield
through the courtesy of

COL AMOS BAGDASARIAN, CO

“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
by the Silicon Valley Chapter, MOAA

P.O. BOX 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

Corner of Wescoat Rd and Wescoat Ct

TRICARE Service Center
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 888-874-9378

(Near the Chapel)
MOFFETT FEDERAL AIRFIELD
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Volume III Issue 6 June 2006

1 June Board Meeting 10:00 AM
22 June Luncheon 11:00 AM

6 July Board Meeting 10:00 AM
27 July PG&E 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

22 June
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

SENIOR SECURITY

Sunnyvale Police Officer
Greg Othon

Luncheon is $16.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

 Flag Day                                                               14 June



- 2 -

SVC WEB SITES

O  ur primary Chapter 
website is located at http://

svc_moaa.home.comcast.net/
index.ht. Enter this in your address 
box and when you get to the home 
page, bookmark or add it to your 
favorites!

At the MOAA site, put your 
mouse over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. 

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. 

Thought For The Month

A man who thinks he is smarter than 
his wife has a very smart wife. 

FISHER HOUSE OPENS

M ore than 1,000 
people were on hand 

19 April for the 11:00 am Fisher 
House Dedication Ceremony. 
SVC President LTC Jay Craddock, 
USAF-Ret and Sergeant-at-Arms 
COL Warren Enos, AUS-Ret 
represented the chapter.

The Fisher House program is a 
unique private-public partnership 
that supports America’s military 
in their time of need. The program 
recognizes the special sacrifices of 
our men and women in uniform and 
the hardships of military service 
by meeting a humanitarian need 

beyond that normally provided by 
the Departments of Defense and 
Veterans Affairs.

Because members of the military 
and their families are stationed 
worldwide and often travel great 
distances for specialized medical 
care, the Fisher House Foundation 
donates “comfort” homes, built on 
the grounds of major military and 
VA medical centers. These homes 
enable family members to be close 
to a loved one at the most stressful 
times - during the hospitalization 
for an unexpected illness, disease, 
or injury.

The Fisher House program, 
established in 1990 by Zachary 
and Elizabeth Fisher. Zachary 
was prevented from joining active 
military service in WWII due to a 
construction accident but helped 
build coastal fortifications. His 
wife, Elizabeth, entertained military 
troops in Europe as a member of 
the USO.

There is no charge to stay at any 
of the eight Fisher Houses at VA 
medical centers. The cost at other 
Fisher Houses is either free or 
nominal. Based on a comparison of 
the cost to stay at a Fisher House, 
when compared to the average 

lodging cost in the same area, it is 
estimated that families have saved 
more than $60 million by staying at 
a Fisher House since the program 
began.

The new Fisher House at VA 
Palo Alto, one of 34 in the network 
of comfort homes, is large enough 
to accommodate 21 families with 
each of the 21 suites having its 
own private bath. The house also 
features a communal kitchen, 
library/living room, dining room, 
family room, laundry facilities, and 
a manager’s office.

Our MOAA Silicon Valley 

Chapter is in the process of raising 
$2,000 in support of this new 
house, and as of early May more 
than $1,000 has been received. 
Just like the Fishers, we believe 
it’s important to show in tangible 
terms our feelings of appreciation 
for our country and the courageous, 
professional, and dedicated men 
and women who protect and defend 
it, enabling the rest of us to enjoy 
the freedoms that we too often take 
for granted.

The dedication program got 
underway about 11:00 am with a 
welcome and introduction of the 
official party by Ms Rita Williams, 
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KTVU Channel 2 reporter, who 
served as master of ceremonies. 
Music by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Band, San Diego, was provided.

There was a presentation of 
the Colors by Headquarters, 23rd 
Marine Regiment, San Bruno, CA, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
It was quite a moment when Master 
Sergeant Kenneth Sergeant, a Purple 
Heart recipient and traumatic brain 
injury patient, and his wife Tonia, 
lead the audience in the Pledge. The 
National Anthem was performed 
by Henry Boult, a VA Health Care 
System food services specialist, 
and the invocation recited by Father 
Kenneth Coleman, acting chief of 
chaplains, VA Medical Center.

There were a number of people 
making remarks, including Elizabeth 
Freeman, Director, Palo Alto VA 
Health Care System; Mr. Michael 
J. Fisher, President and CEO of 
Cadence Design Systems, Inc., a 
major contributor; Congresswoman 
Anna Eshoo; plus keynote speakers 
The Honorable Gordon Mansfield, 
Deputy Secretary, Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and Mr. Kenneth 
Fisher, Chairman of the Board, 
Fisher House Foundation.

As the sun moved directly 
overhead on this very pleasant 
day, there was a presentation of the 
Fisher House key followed by a 
ribbon cutting. The closing song was 
“God Bless America” performed by 
Brittany Fisher, age 11, daughter 
of Mr. Ken Fisher, and the Marine 
Corps Band. The Benediction was 
recited by Rabbi Jay Heyman, VA 
Palo Alto Health Care System. A 
reception and tour of the Fisher 
House followed immediately, with 
music provided by the San Mateo 
Elks band.

The beautiful new Fisher House, 
red brick, white trim, with huge 
colonnades at the front entrance, 
wings extended to the sides, and 
very nicely landscaped, is a class 
addition to the Palo Alto VA 
Medical Center, and will likely 
bring great comfort and joy to 
residents. Our chapter considers 
this a very worthy cause and will 
continue to seek donations through 
the 22 June 2006 luncheon. 

Taddled from Ceremony Program

OUR LUNCHEON GUEST

A t the April luncheon, 
our Iraq vet guest was 

Angel Gomez: He is a 20 year old 
former Marine Corps Corporal (E-
4). He was wounded in Iraq during 
his second deployment. He received 
a Purple Heart and was medically 
retired as a result of his injuries.

He was sworn in and became a 
US citizen while a patient at Palo 
Alto VA Health Care System.

He is the second oldest of 8 
children. His father is an immigrant 

farmer from Mexico. Angel was 
not even an American citizen 
when he put is life on the 
line for our country. 

 Taddled from Palo Alto VA

NEW FOR NExT MONTH

Y our Editor is off to Europe, 
so the July Bulletin will 

be a short issue. He was supposed 
to be cycletouring, but because of 
an accident (his left wrist now has 
a metal plate and some 5-6 metal 
pins permanently installed) he 
can’t bike for a couple of months. 
Therefore it’ll be a rail tour. 

FISHER HOUSE dONATIONS

A s of 5 May, the following 
SVC-MOAA members 

and auxiliaries have made donations 
to the Fisher House fund. Thank 
you all, very much. If you’d like to 
contribute to the Fisher House fund, 
send your donation, made out to 
SVC-MOAA, to our Treasurer, Bill 
van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Drive, 
San Jose, CA 94124.

Contributors
Brown, Mark J
Buechel, D.R.
Christy, Donald E.
Coffey, June L.
Craddock, Jess J
Crawford, Otto
De Mers, William G.
Demartini, Clifton C.
Eagye, V.A.
Enos, Warren
Giles, Keith
Grealish, James V
Greenberg, Arthur

Continued on Page 4
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Id CARdS FROM ALAMEdA

O  ne of the easiest ways to 
get an ID card now is to 

get them from the Coast Guard in 
Alameda. Here are the directions, 
coming from the South. Cut out and 
save these directions.

Head North on 880. Take the 

Hagmann, Albert P.
Hogan A1lan P
Keeler, Francis W
Mahon, Mary
McBeth, Lloyd
Mead, Robert J
Phares, Hugh A.
Pogue, John F
Pogue, Patricia Kelley
Prescott, Lynn
Rollman, Gordon
Smith, R.G.
Stonecypher, Wayne O.
Vanek, Arthur J
Ventura, Antonio
Ward, John
Washkuhn, Jack W.
Weed, Frederic A.
Williams, Mary

Thanks!

ROTC AWARdS CEREMONY

S ilicon Valley Chapter 
representatives were 

present May 3rd for the annual 
University of Santa Clara Bronco 
Battalion Reserve Officers Training 
Corps awards ceremony held in the 
campus student center.

U.S. Army LTC Shari L. Corbett, 
OD, Professor of Military Science, 
provided the opening remarks by 
telling an audience of more than 
100 cadets, family members and 
friends about the opportunities and 
challenges of serving today as a 
commissioned officer.

More than 40 awards were 
presented to very deserving young 

men and women cadets by 19 
organizations, many of which are 
part of the national and state military 
coalitions.

Just prior to making the actual 
awards, presenters were able to give a 
short description of the organization 
providing the award. It was noted 
that MOAA, formerly TROA, was 
founded in 1929 and exists today to 
present views on actions to insure 
adequate national security and 
safeguard member entitlements. 
MOAA, the largest of the military 
professional associations, currently 
has more than 370,000 members 
worldwide.

The Military Officers Association 
of America award was presented to 
Cadet Mark Elfving. This award for 
military excellence is presented to 
a cadet for high academic standing, 
high moral character, and loyalty 
to the unit, university and country 
and shows exceptional potential 
for military leadership. Award 
winners were determined by the 
military science staff after extensive 
evaluation of curricular, extra-
curricular, and military records.

Earlier in the year Cadet Gregory 
Deger was presented with a $500 
scholarship and our chapter used the 
awards ceremony to again recognize 
the young cadet’s accomplishments. 
Cadet Deger is in his third year 
at California State University, 
Hayward, majoring in criminal 
justice, and working part-time with 
the university campus police unit. He 
currently has a 3.4/4.0 grade point 
average and expects to graduate in 
June 2007.

He joined the Santa Clara Army 
ROTC battalion in September 2005 
and over the months became a 
cadet platoon sergeant and received 

recognition as a Challenge Team 
member. During the coming summer 
2006 he will be a Bataan Team 
member, which involves a 26-1/2 
mile jog/hike with full combat pack. 
It’s truly amazing that this young 
man can be involved with extensive 
police/military science activities 
and still carry a 5 course load, a total 
of 19 units. Following graduation, 
Gregory is going to evaluate his 
initial commissioned service 
experiences and later determine if 
he will choose a military career.

Near the close of the ceremony 
a number of cadets were honored 
as distinguished military students 
and graduates as well as having 
successfully entered into and 
completed airborne and Ranger 
training, both short training 
programs where cadets demonstrate 
high levels of personal courage and 
skill.

As Major Scott E. Yakoubek, SC, 
ceremony moderator, said, “You have 
to be a very special person to jump 
out of a perfectly good airplane.” 

SVC Field Correspondent
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5th Street Exit. This will make a 
sharp left turn and go under 800, 
where you’ll come to a “T” stop at 
Embarcadero. Turn Left and follow 

Embarcadero 
about 1 mile or 
so. At the Stop 
sign at Dennison, 
turn Right and 
cross the bridge 
to Government 
Island. A couple 

of buildings straight ahead on 
your left, the one with a flag 
pole, is your destination. The ID 
office is on the second floor. 

Your Editor

HANGAR ONE 
CONTROVERSY

O n May 5th the U.S. 
Navy released a report 

recommending that Moffett Field’s 
Hangar One be demolished and 
hauled to the dump, and that set off 
a firestorm of discussion throughout 
Silicon Valley.

Columnist Scott Herhold of the 
San Jose Mercury News argued for 
saving the structure, suggesting it 
bears witness to what we residents 
are all about, destroying memories 
of a glorious yesteryear.

A colleague, Patty Fisher, 
described the huge hangar as ugly, 
calling it a “carcinogenic pill bug,” 
that times change, that it’ll be a 
waste of money to save the thing, 
and we should just get over it and 
move on.

The Navy’s engineering and 
cost analysis study for Hanger One 
detailed 13 options for cleaning up 
the hangar, including demolition.

The Hangar One remediation 

or destruction process continued 
with the Navy holding a meeting 
in Building 943 at Moffett from 
7 to 9pm May 23 to discuss all 
aspects of the study. Copies of 
the report have been available for 
public review at the Mountain View 
Library, 585 Franklin Street, and 
will remain there for 30 days. A 
decision on hangar one’s fate should 
come before the end of the year. 
Taddled from San Jose Mercury News

STRATEGIC PLAN

O ne Hundred Eighty 
Degrees From Ordinary. 

That’s a phrase used by Windstar 
Cruises to describe an offered high 
seas experience: travel to exotic 
places, fine cuisine, and wonderful 
conversation with shipmates.

At the same time, that’s exactly 
what the California Council of 
Chapters (CAL-MOAA) is trying 
to achieve with preparation and 
publication of a new strategic plan, 
something suitable to take the 
organization into the 21st Century. 
It needs to be something radically 
different, a new direction to help 
complete the transition from TROA 
to MOAA.

The world is changing fast. The 
membership is growing older. We 
need to do what’s needed to attract 
the new generation to the Council 
and affiliated chapters. The basic 
question: How can CAL-MOAA 
best support the chapters?

Chapter members everywhere 
are encouraged to consider the early 
drafts, identify strong and weak 
points, and provide plan writers 
with ideas. Members can do that by 
providing input, sharing thinking, 

with any chapter officer or director. 
Consultation with members is 
most important. There are now 
45 chapters and a number of sub-
chapters in California affiliated 
with CAL-MOAA, and it is more 
important than ever to provide the 
kinds of services both needed and 
wanted. Silicon Valley Chapter is 
a part of Area 2, the San Francisco 
and Monterey Bay Areas.

In late April, coinciding with 
a scheduled executive committee 
(EXCOM) meeting in Oakland, 
there will be a comprehensive 
review and discussion of the plan, 
the first steps to implementation.

As we go into the future, in simple 
terms, CAL-MOAA is dedicated to 
serving the military community. 
The vision is to become the leading 

Continued on page 6
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Moffett Hours
Exchange

(NEX, NEX II, Auto)
650-603-9907

Mon-Sat 0900-1800
Sun & Hol 1000-1700
Gas pumps 24 Hrs per day

MiniMart (outside Main Gate)
Mon-Sun 0700-2100

Commissary
Phone 650-603-9981

Su 0900-1700
Mo Closed
Tu-We 0900-1800
Th 0900-1900
Fr 0900-1800
Sa 0800-1700

professional organization, among 
more than 20 making up the Military 
Coalition, in the state. And the focus 
will be on active duty, active Guard 
and Reserve, and retired officers 
and their families, as well as former 
officers and surviving spouses.

In order to support the grand 
strategy, vision and mission, a 
number of goals have been identified: 
(1) design, develop, implement, and 
assess a comprehensive governance 
system based on national MOAA 
guidance; (2) acquire and effectively 
manage Council resources, (3) 
design, develop, and implement a 
comprehensive public/community 
relations and publicity program, 
and (4) establish a legislative center 
to monitor and influence s ta te 
leg is la t ion  in  the  in te res t s 
of  members .

Each of the goals has associated 
objectives established, specific 
actions set up in accordance with 
a timeframe for accomplishment. 
If the objectives are achieved, the 
goals will be met, and the mission 
accomplished, the grand strategy 
carried out.

If the new strategic plan is 
approved at the EXCOM meeting, 
work will begin on a bylaws 
modification as well as improved 

organization design. Needed 
direction and tools will be in place 
to help insure a very positive 
future for MOAA in California. 
WARREN B. ENOS, COL, AUS (RET)

CAL-MOAA Director, Area 2

ROSTER AddENdA
Please update your 2003 Roster

New Members
LTC John P Dixon, 1550 
Montebello Oaks CT, Los Altos, 
CA 94024-6166

Auxiliaries
Mrs Dee Heinze, 14903 Granite 
Way, Saratoga, CA 95-6131, phone 
408-867-1487

Changes
MAJ Francis W Keeler, USAF, 
22405 Balustrol Ct, Cupertino, 
CA 95014



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilasry dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC dues are separate from National MOAA dues. SVC dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  dues are not prorated. donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.

06

06

06

06
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Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED June 2006

dON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMAdA INN – 1217 WILdWOOd AVE, SUNNYVALE
dIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
deadline to reach SVC no later than 16 June

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $16.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 22 June Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUdEd IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


