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4 May Board Meeting 10:00 AM
25 May Luncheon 11:00 AM
1 June Board Meeting 10:00 AM

22 June tba 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

25 May
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

CRIME PREVENTION

Sunnyvale Police Officer
Greg Othon

Luncheon is $16.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Armed Forces Day - 20 May
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SVC WEB SITES

O  ur primary Chapter 
website is located at 

http://svc_moaa.home.comcast.
net/index.htm. Enter this in your 
address box and when you get to 
the home page, bookmark or add it 
to your favorites!

At the MOAA site, put your 
mouse over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. 

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. 

Thought For The Month

One is tolerant only of that which 
does not concern him. 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS

E  very day the San Jose 
Mercury News has stories 

about auto and other accidents 
involving fatalities. There is an 
extensive listing of obituaries. 
Death is very much a part of our 
world.

It’s an issue we tend not to 
talk about: A death in the family, 
sometimes expected and sometimes 
not. It is undoubtedly one of the 
most traumatic experiences any of 
us will ever have. But it’s one of 
those things we’d be smart to think 
about before an incident.

The California Department of 

Consumer Affairs Cemetery and 
Funeral Bureau has published 
a Consumer Guide to Funeral 
and Cemetery Purchases to help 
make the difficult decisions about 
funeral arrangements for yourself 
or someone close to you. In the 
introduction, it notes “by asking 
the right questions, comparing 
prices and services, and making 
informed decisions, it is possible to 
make arrangements meaningful to 
your family and at the same time 
controlling the costs for yourself 
and your survivors.”

“Making funeral arrangements 
is a complex matter,” says Sherri 
S. Cusimano of Colonial Mortuary 
in Mountain View, “as it takes a 
lot of knowledge and experience 
even to compare prices.” Colonial 
Mortuary is owned and operated 
today by the Cusimano Family, and 
specifically Sherri and her brother 
Matthew Cusimano. The mortuary 
was founded in 1957 by her parents, 
Joseph and Sue Cusimano. Joseph 
Cusimano was a retired officer 
and TROA member for many 
years, and the firm still places an 
advertisement in the Bulletin. “We 
are proud of our armed forces men 
and women,” said Sherri, “and 
we go out of our way to assist our 
veterans and families.”

Ms Cusimano explained that 
her primary basic interest is with 
the welfare of families, and all she 
wants is the very best for those 
in difficulty. She has tremendous 
experience and resources, and 
she takes time to list services and 
options, providing a wide range of 
facts and information about funeral 
and cemetery issues.

Sherri invites chapter members 
to visit her facility, 96 El Camino 

Real West, Mountain View, CA 
94040, telephone (650) 968-4453, 
and give her a chance to meet and 
share some insights. She will offer 
publications on subjects such as 
loss of a parent, loss of a child, how 
to talk with children about death, 
what to know about grief, helping a 
friend through grief, and how to get 
through the first weeks and months 
after a death. It is even possible to 
make advance arrangements for 
one’s death.

The Cemetery and Funeral 
Bureau licenses, regulates, and 
investigates complaints against 
California funeral establishments 
and personnel. To get full 
information, log on to the Bureau’s 
web site at http://www.cfb.ca.gov 
or call the Department of Consumer 
Affairs Consumer Information 
Center at (800) 952-5210 .

SVC Field Correspondent

“HELP, HELP!” HE CRIED

T  here were 54 at the March 
luncheon! But only 30 made 

reservations. Well, so what?? Well, 
when the Ramada Inn receives our 
estimation of the number attending 
the luncheon they plan the meals 
for that number and set up the 
room accordingly. So when our 
count is off more than 10 it creates 
a problem and makes us look like a 
bunch of stumble bums. So please 
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help us avoid such a label. We are 
a professional organization. Help 
us keep it that way and send in your 
reservation on time.

If you can’t make the 
mail, phone COL Bill van der 
Mollen at 408-371-8118. HIS 
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, 
but any time including early 
Thursday morning will help. 

A Weird Field Correspondent

HANGAR ONE

I n 1997, a relatively 
uncommon chemical, a 

polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) 
called Aroclor 1268 was discovered 
in sediments at a Moffett stormwater 
retention pond. Tests were conducted 
and the contaminant was traced back 
to Hangar 1. It was also discovered 
that the paint and building materials 
used to construct and maintain the 
hangar contained PCBs, asbestos, 
and lead. It all added up to a 
dangerous situation.

CDR Carl Honaker, February 
luncheon speaker, said a lot of local 
people would like to keep the hangar 
as a historical site, but cleanup costs 
might prove prohibitive. Carl is a 
former Naval Air Station Moffett 
Field Executive Officer (Deputy 
Base Commander) and is currently 
Director of Airports for Santa Clara 
County.

In October 2002, NASA 
conducted tests to determine 
the extent of contamination, and 
discovered that there were PCBs 
in the air inside the hangar and at 
levels that could be harmful. As 
a result, the hangar was closed 
to the public. In 2003 action was 
taken to minimize the problem both 

by cleaning up sediments in the 
hangar perimeter drain and prevent 
release of PCBs into the stormwater 
prevention pond.

According to CDR Honaker, there 
are a number of options for correcting 
the situation over time. First, it 

might be possible to encapsulate 
or coat the exterior of the hangar; 
next, removal of the contaminants 
is possible but expensive; again, an 
effort to collect stormwater runoff 
from the exterior and treat it could 
be made; finally, the hangar would 
be demolished and disposed of 
off-site. These alternatives would 
have to be evaluated on the basis 
of effectiveness, implementability, 
and cost.

The Navy is planning to have a 
remedy to control the contamination 
source no later than November 
2006. In January, a non-time critical 
removal action (NICRA) was 
launched in an effort to address 
the problem. Because Hangar 1 is 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the cleanup action 
must meet the requirements of the 
National Historic Preservation 
Act (NHPA).

For members with a special 
interest in Hangar 1 and its 
future, all site-related documents 
are available for review in the 
Mountain View Public Library 

information repository, 585 
Franklin Street, Mountain View, 
telephone (650) 903-6337. 
Taddled from BRAC Information Release

MARINE STARTS MOAA

T he Military Officers 
Association of America 

(MOAA), formerly The Retired 
Officers Association (TROA), was 
organized on February 23, 1929, in 
Los Angeles by Col. Arthur T. Marix, 
USMC-Ret, with 63 members, later 
expanding to 2,000 in 1935.

MOAA was conceived and 
organized by retired officers as an 
independent nonprofit association, 
operated to benefit uniformed 
services retired officers, their 
families, and survivors, and to 
support legislation bearing on a 
strong national defense. MOAA’s 
purposes were stated succinctly in 
the preamble of the earliest bylaws, 
and little has changed to this day.

Colonel Marix was born in 
Leavenworth, Kansas, on April 29, 
1869. He accepted appointment as a 
second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine 
Corps on May 27, 1898 for the war 
with Spain. He was discharged, 
but on April 23, 1899 accepted a 
position to first lieutenant, and was 
promoted over the years ultimately 
to colonel (permanent) on June 
4, 1920.

He served on Guam in 1899 and 
Puerto Rico in 1900, then moved on 
to Panama and the Philippine Islands. 
He had service in Cuba, then as a 
fleet marine officer with the Pacific 
Fleet, and in 1914 participated in 
the occupation of the city of Vera 
Cruz, Mexico. His career continued 
with expeditionary duty in 1916, 

Continued on page 4
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disembarking in the Dominican 
Republic, then duty as naval attaché 
in Norway, Sweden and ultimately 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

In September 1921 he was at 
the Marine Barracks, Boston and 
in 1923 attended the Naval War 
College, Newport, R.I., going on 
to serve as commanding officer 
of Marine Barracks, Mare Island, 
California, until he retired from 
active duty on July 28, 1925.

Colonel Marix died on January 
11, 1949, at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital, Long Beach, CA, 
and was interred at Hollywood 
Cemetery, Hollywood, CA. 

SVC Field Correspondent

TRAVIS AFB TODAY

A s you drive west on I-
80 between Davis and 

Vacaville, looking left, you will often 
see the giant C-17 Globemaster III 
in the Travis Air Force Base traffic 
pattern, inbound and sometimes 
arriving from exotic locations 
worldwide. This aircraft, which 
made its maiden flight on 9/15/91, 
is a military cargo aircraft designed 
to operate through small, austere 
airfields, taking off and landing on 
runways as short as 3,000 feet and 
only 90 feet wide.

To take a look at Travis you’ll want 
to turn off the interstate at Fairfield 
and follow Air Base Parkway, past 
the state-of-the-art Travis Medical 
Center first built in 1943, and to 
the main gate. The entrance itself 
is new and modern and staffed with 
courteous personnel; a 100% ID 
check is in force.

Several blocks ahead it’s 
possible to get a good look at a huge 

commissary and Army-Air Force 
Exchange Service (AAFES) facility 
which provides a wide range of 
services, everything necessary to a 
self-supporting military installation. 
The exchange itself is very large 
and includes a shopping mall with 
many small businesses, a food 
court offering menu items from 
around the world, and much more. 
A couple blocks away is a gasoline 
station selling unleaded regular at 
$2.31/gallon at the same time it was 
$2.43 at a typical SF Peninsula Arco 
station.

At the far end of the entrance 
roadway and to the right is the 
passenger terminal, an ultra-modern 
facility comparable to an upscale 
international airport. Security 
is tight and similar to civilian 
procedures. The main desk is 
staffed with young airmen who are 
courteous, knowledgeable, efficient, 
and eager to help. The waiting areas 
are extensive, boasting comfortable 
seating, large screen TV sets, and 
areas to read and/or visit. There is 
a huge 20’ X 20’ full color world 
map on one wall clearly showing 
worldwide destinations.

The monitors on this particular 
day showed flights to Charleston, 
SC, McChord Air Force Base, WA, 
Key West, FL, Hickham AFB, HI, 
Guam, Alice Springs, Australia, 
Kadena, Japan, and many more. 
The facility has clean restrooms 
with showers, quality vending 
food services, and a range of other 
services, including nearby long-term 
parking, important to the military 
traveler. There were about 40 or 50 
Space-A passengers processing at 
the time.

It is possible to drive to a location 
where you can see many aircraft 
on site, including the C-17, a C-5 
from time to time, the DC-10 which 
is used to move both cargo and 
personnel, and the venerable C-130. 
If the timing is right, you might be 
able to observe a troop deployment 
departure or arrival.

Not far from the passenger 
terminal is the Travis Air Museum, 
with a large, impressive indoor 
display as well as a good number 
of aircraft outside, mostly planes 
used over the years by the Military 
Air Transport Service and Military 
Airlift Command.

Travis has a complex of buildings 
including the conference center, 
where the Solano County MOAA 
chapter holds board and luncheon 
meetings, a brand new gorgeous 
officers club where on weekdays 
a very impressive buffet luncheon 
is served, a chapel sporting typical 
military architecture, motion 
picture theaters, gymnasiums, and 
throughout the area lovely single 
family and multi-family structures 
used by Air Force families, all 
resulting in a number of very 
attractive, comfortable, and safe 
neighborhoods.
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Travis is a major and important Air 
Force installation on the west coast 
and clearly it has everything needed 
to meet the most discriminating 
wants and needs of its personnel. 

SVC Field Correspondent

ID CARDS

I  had to recently renew my 
wife’s ID card. We decided 

that a slightly longer but nicer drive 
would be to go the Presidio of 
Monterey for the card. From South 
San Jose it is about 70 miles via 101. 
Highway 17 is approximately the 
same distance. Either drive is nice 
but 101, I think, is safer and faster.

The ID Office is located in Taylor 
Hall, Bldg 616, 1st floor (831-
242-5209). Taylor Hall is easily 
accessed from the Franklin Avenue 
Gate. IDs are available Monday 
through Friday. However, it’s a 
good idea to call ahead. You will 
find the people there very friendly 
and accommodating.

Directions to get to the ID office 
are as follows: Take Highway 1 to 
the Pacific Grove-Del Monte Ave 
exit. Proceed on Del Monte to Van 
Buren St.; then left on Van Buren 
one block; turn right on Franklin 
Ave to Franklin Gate. Taylor Hall 
is to the left immediately past the 
gate. Parking is limited at the Hall. 
We used the parking lot across the 
street from Taylor Hall. 

When you are finished, Cannery 
Row with all those great restaurants 
is just a few blocks away. 

COL Patrick Caporale, USAFo

ROSTER ADDENDA
Please update your 2003 Roster

Auxiliaries
Mrs Orpha Fessler,433 Sylvan Ave 
#130, Mountain View, CA 94041-
1650, phone 650 964-1926
Mrs Betty Rose Harris, 2775 New 
Jersey Ave, San Jose, CA 95124-
1523, phone 408-377-5384

Changes
LTC Donald Bartoni, 2671 Plummer 
Ave Apt 27, San Jose, CA 95125-
4878
LT Patrick Huey, 1546 Pershing 
Dr Apt D, San Francisco, CA 
94129-1218
Mrs Ruth  McCloskey,  12563 
Cambr idge ,  Dr,  Sara toga , 
CA 95070
MAJ Francis W Keeler 22045 
Balustrol Ct, Cupertino, CA 95014
CWO4 Malcolm Montgomery, 
333 Saunders Dr, Sonoma, CA 
95476-7677
Mrs Shirley Ranzau, 17390 Keaton 
Ave, Sonoma CA 95476-8501
Mrs Mildred Rice, 3434 Bonita Rd 
#101, Chula vista, CA 91910-3209

Deceased
MAJ Robert J Harris, USAF

Dropped Out
Mrs Martha Blade – out of area
MAJ Francis W Keeler

FISHER HOUSE DONATION 
UPDATE

W e are off to a good start 
in our drive to raise a 

special donation to the Palo Alto 
VA hospital Fisher house. Our April 
Luncheon speaker, Bill Ball, Fisher 
House Director, presented us with 
many of the outstanding features 
for the families of the veterans 
undergoing treatment at the hospital. 
The house will have 21 suites and 
our donation will go to helping to 
furnish them.

We have raised over $1,000 
toward our goal of $2,000, which we 
hope to have collected by the time 
of the 22 JUN 06 luncheon. This is 
an “Off Budget” donation so please 
help us reach our goal for this very 
worthy cause.

Send your donation made out to 
SVC-MOAA, to our Treasurer Bill 
Van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Drive, 
San Jose, CA 94124. Please donate 
generously!!!

The following members have 
contributed:
LTC Mark J Brown, USAF
CAPT D.R. Buechel, USN
LTC Jess J Craddock, USAF
CDR Otto Crawford, USN
CPT William G De Mers, USA
CAPT Clifton C Demartini, USCG
CDR V.A. Eagye, USN
COL Warren Enos, AUS
RADM James V Grealish, USN
CDR Gordon Rollman, USN

CAPT Wayne O Stonecypher, 
USCG
LTC Antonio Ventura, USA
CDR John Ward, USN

Thank you one and all!!! 
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More than a million American service members died in the wars and conflicts this nation fought since the 
first colonial soldiers took up arms in 1775 to fight for independence. Each person who died during those 
conflicts was a loved one cherished by family and friends. Each was a loss to the community and the nation.

memorial day - 29 may

O ur ongoing Fisher House 
Project is off to a good 

start. Further details are covered 
elsewhere in this Bulletin. We are 
about to start our ROTC awards to 
Colleges and High Schools. If you 
wish to be a “presenter” at any of 
these functions, please give me a 
call. I will have a complete schedule 
of these events by 8 April.

Miles Rankin has resigned from 
the Board due to health problems. 

the prez says Miles has been an active Board 
Member for many years and will be 
missed. Good luck Miles.

There is a meeting of CAL-
MOAA Board this month in 
Oakland to determine the future 
Plans for CAL-MOAA and try to 
start a new MOAA chapter in the 
Bay Area. Call COL ENOS for 
information if you wish to attend. 
We have some interesting Programs 
on the Schedule, so I hope to see 
you at the next Luncheon. 

JAY



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilasry Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED May 2006

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNYVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 19 May

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $16.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 25 May Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


