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2 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM
23 Feb Luncheon 11:00 AM
6 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM

27 Mar Senior Driving 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

23 February
(Fourth Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

CDR CARL HONIKER, USN (Ret)

General Aviation in Our Valley

Scholarships Presentation

Luncheon is $16.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Groundhog Day - 2 February
Lincoln’s Birthday - 12 February

Valentine’s Day - 14 February
Washington’s Birthday - 22 February
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur primary Chapter 
website is located at http:

//svc_moaa.home.comcast.net/
index.htm. Enter this in your 
address box and when you get to 
the home page, bookmark or add it 
to your favorites!

At the MOAA site, put your 
mouse over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. 

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. 

Thought For The Month
Save for a rainy day and a new tax 
comes along and soaks you. 

GREETINGS FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

I f you have not renewed 
your membership for 2006, 

the time is getting short. If you 
have lost the billing sent to you by 
the Treasurer, take time now and 
fill out the application on the back 
page of this bulletin, make out your 
check, and mail to the Treasurer. 

CAPT Lloyd McBeth
CHECK YOUR LABEL!

T ake a look at your label 
right now. If it says 2006, 

you’re OK. If it still says 2005, 
make sure you send in, or have 
sent in, your renewal. There’s 
always a time-lag between when 
you send in your renewal and 
when the label gets changed. 

Editor

TAX RELIEF

T ake a look at your County 
Property Tax bill. There 

are probably several items listed 
as Parcel Tax. Did you know that 
in some cases Parcel Taxes can be 
refunded to senior citizens? For 
example parcel tax is collected by 
the Fremont Union High School 
District.

I took the necessary steps and 
applied for a refund. The process 
was simple and the District Office 
helpful. Carolyn Getz at 408-522-
2220 can give details to you and 
supply necessary forms to apply 
for a refund of that tax. You can 
make the application in person at 

their office or by mail. Refund 
of other parcel taxes may also be 
available. In some cases there is an 
income test.

Contact the county tax collector 
for details and contact information. 
It will be helpful to have your tax 
bill available when you talk to the 
tax collector so that you can identify 
your particular parcel taxes. 

CDR John Ward

PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
WORKBOOK

O ne of the most important 
tasks we have in life, 

something we really need to do, 
is provide detailed personal affairs 
information to our survivors, and 
do it in advance of an incident.

“At the beginning of the new 
year, I make it a practice to write/
update a letter to my spouse and 

children, to let them know about 
my assets, where my personal 
papers are located, and how to 
proceed should I die,” said one 
perceptive Sunnyvale resident 
recently. “Some kind of outline or 
checklist would be very useful.”

National MOAA Benefits 
Information Department has 
prepared a completely updated 
publication, “Personal Affairs 
Workbook”, which helps members 
organize personal information, 
military records, financial records, 
and even provide survivor 
assistance. It is the kind of 
document one can make readily 
available to family and others, as 
appropriate, which will put them 
in a position to get a sometimes 
difficult job done effectively and 
efficiently.

MOAA says the workbook “is 
a complete record of your personal 
information and financial situation 
and will prove to be a valuable 
asset to your survivors and help 
them handle the many subjects 
that need attention in event of 
your death. It will help you put 
your affairs in order and aid your 
survivors as they deal with the 
paperwork and notifications that 
follow death.”

A copy of the handbook, plus 
mailback cards for ordering other 
important MOAA publications, 
will be available at the upcoming 
February 23rd luncheon; or, 
chapter members can get a copy 
of the publication by telephone 
at (800) 234-MOAA (6622) or 
online at www.moaa.org. 

SVC Field Correspondent

(See “Disaster Advice” article on 
page 4 - Ed)
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ARMED FORCES PARADE

P lanning is underway for 
the 2nd Annual Monterey 

Bay Area Armed Forces Day 
Celebration set for Friday, May 
19th through Sunday, May 21st, 
2006 at locations from Monterey to 
Santa Cruz. MOAA chapters in the 
Monterey Bay and San Francisco 
Bay areas have been invited to 
sponsor, organize and participate in 
all events.

Our chapter board members are 
aware of the opportunity and over 
time will determine how we might 
be part of what is likely to be a 
major Central California military-
oriented observance.

In 2005 an Armed Forces Day 
parade, one of the largest parades 
of its kind, was held in Santa 
Cruz, a city known for its lack of 
support of and hostility towards the 
military. Rumors had it the parade 
would never happen. However, 
the parade lasted for more than an 
hour and a half, attracted several 
hundred participants and thousands 
of spectators, with Armed Forces 

Day Proclamations signed by the 
cities of Santa Cruz, Scotts Valley, 
Capitola, and Watsonville plus the 
County Board of Supervisors. A 
large number of MOAA members, 
many from the local Santa Cruz 
Chapter, marched in the parade, 
walking tall, waving to the crowds, 
making a presence known.

The festivities this year have 
been greatly expanded, and 
hold promise to really advance 
the image of active and reserve 
armed forces units within the 
community. Specific information 
about the event, leadership, 
participating organizations and 
units, plus daily schedules, should 
start appearing in the local media 
beginning late February. 

SVC Field Correspondent

THE BLUE ANGELS

U pcoming Blue Angels 
schedule in nearby areas: 

11March, Naval Air Facility 
(NAF) El Centro, CA;   18-19 
March, Sacramento, Calif. 

MOFFETT HOUSING UPDATE

A s of early January, 
the Housing Office at 

Moffett Field was accepting rental 
applications from active duty 
personnel who plan to occupy new 
housing nearing completion. In 
early 2004 work was underway 
to demolish 95 older houses off 
Wescoat Drive, with Clark Realty 
Capital of Bethesda, Maryland, 
preparing to bring 181 new homes 
on line the summer of 2005, then 
extended to the first months of 
2006. To the casual observer, the 

new structures are both attractive 
and functional.

In addition, certain historic homes 
near the center of the construction 
area have been renovated, as well as 
building 587, current location of the 
Housing Office, Tricare Center and 
Retiree Activities Office. Building 
48 across the street is being 
renovated and will become the new 
community center.

Per national trends impacting 
military installations, private 
sector organizations are getting the 
green light to raze mostly WWII 
properties owned and operated 
by the government and rebuild, 
effectively moving to develop and 
rent properties themselves, thereby 
taking the public sector out of the 
housing business.

Pinnacle of Seattle is the property 
management arm at Moffett and 
is responsible for renting and 
otherwise managing the new and 
renovated buildings. Eligible active 
duty personnel are encouraged to 
visit the Housing Office, obtain an 
application, and take advantage of 
the new homes. It is anticipated that 
military personnel from all over the 
Bay Area ultimately will use the 
new housing.

On January 4th the San Jose 
Mercury News reported that 
civilians must exit Moffett housing 
no later than March 15th, effectively 
bringing to an end an era of low rents, 
putting out 120 civilian families 
who have been using surplus Navy 
housing since the 1990s. The U.S. 
Army was to send eviction notices 
to tenants in Orion Park January 
17th, a community of about 250 
homes that will be demolished to 

Continued on page 4
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make room for a new U.S. Army 
training center. The remaining 
military tenants will be moved into 
the new on-base housing now under 
construction.

There is little information 
available yet about the military 
organization set to move to Moffett, 
but it is believed the new center will 
be occupied by units impacted by 
past and the recent Base Realignment 
and Closure (BRAC) actions, 
including some out-of-state units 
relocating to the West Coast. 

SVC Field Correspondent

ID CARDS & AUTO DECALS
MILITARY ID CARDS

129th Support Group, CANG, 
Moffett, ID card services to 
retirees, their family members, and 
100% disabled veterans will be 
available only once a month, every 
3rd Wednesday. The service is in 
Bldg 653, Moffett Federal Airfield, 
Room 15. You must phone ahead 
(650-603-9175) to schedule an 
appointment. 
ID Cards are also issued at the following 
military activities. Phone ahead.
Army Reserve, Camp Parks, 
Dublin, 925-875-4918, M-F, 0830-
1500, appointment required.
Coast Guard, Alameda, 510-437-
2905, M-F 0830-1430.
Army Reserve, Oakland, 510-302-2720.
Navy/Marine Res Ctr, Alameda, 
510-814-2605.
Army Reserve, San Pablo, 510-
970-3237.
Presidio of Monterey, 831-242-5209.
USN CSD, Seaside, 831-656-4070.
US Navy, Monterey, 831-656-7820.
Travis AFB, 707-424-4075.
AUTO DECALS are available 
at both Moffett and Onizuka Air 

ID CARDS FROM ALAMEDA

O ne of the easiest ways to 
get an ID card now is to 

get them from the Coast Guard in 
Alameda. Here are the directions, 
coming from the South. Cut out and 
save these directions.

Head North on 880. Take the 
5th Street Exit. This will make a 
sharp left turn and go under 800, 
where you’ll come to a “T” stop at 
Embarcadero. Turn Left and follow 
Embarcadero 
about 1 mile or 
so. At the Stop 
sign at Dennison, 
turn Right and 
cross the bridge 
to Government 
Island. A couple 
of buildings straight ahead on 
your left, the one with a flag 
pole, is your destination. The ID 
office is on the second floor. 

Your Editor

Station. The Moffett location is the 
same as for the ID cards (above), 
but at Security Forces, Room 24. 
Hours: T-F 0800-1100, 1200-
1500, phone ahead: 650-603-9434. 
Hours/days change. The Onizuka 
Pass & ID office is located in the 
Main Lobby. Hours: M-F 0700-
1400, phone ahead: 408-752-3695. 
Temporarily Onizuka is only 
issuing decals by mail.
At both locations you will need the 
following:
þ Drivers license.
þ Military ID card
þ Vehicle registration
þ Proof of insurance
þ Decal’s letters & numbers

Moffett Hours
Exchange

(NEX, NEX II, Auto)
650-603-9907

Mon-Sat 0900-1800
Sun & Hol 1000-1700
Gas pumps 24 Hrs per day

MiniMart (outside Main Gate)
Mon-Sun 0700-2100

Commissary
Phone 650-603-9981

Su 0900-1700
Mo Closed
Tu-We 0900-1800
Th 0900-1900
Fr 0900-1800
Sa 0800-1700

DISASTER ADVICE: LOCK, 
KEY, CD

M any of us safeguard 
key documents and 

pertinent information. But how 
many of us would be prepared to 
deal with an insurance company 
and creditors following a disaster? 
Filing a comprehensive claim 
ensuring that nothing of value was 
overlooked is a major undertaking, 
especially given the anticipated 
frame of mind that we can expect 
to be in. Why not start now to be 
prepared for any contingency?

One innovative approach is to 
use a digital camera and record 
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every aspect of your residence, 
inside and out. That includes trees 
and shrubs on the property; the 
insides of closets; guns, computers, 
and other valuable items, including 
jewelry; the insides of the garage 
and storage sheds; any deck and 
pool areas; and anything you 
can anticipate-wanting to be 
reimbursed for.

Download the photos to a CD, 
then scan in all pertinent documents, 
such as DD Form 214; Social 
Security cards; birth certificates; 
jewelry appraisals; wills; marriage 
certificate; home, auto, and boat 
titles; insurance policy front pages; 
and any other key photos. Credit 
card, stock account and other 
data, e-mail address book, and key 
telephone numbers can be included 
as well.

Obviously the CD then becomes 
something that must be safeguarded. 
Provide a copy to trusted children or 
put one in a safe location. Then, in 
the event disaster strikes, you have 
irrefutable evidence, and — perhaps 
more important — you can resume 
your life rather than reconstruct it.

It took me about four 
hours to complete this 
project. I hope this helps. 

CWO2 S Soffer, USA (Ret)
Excerpts from The Affiliate

© 2006 MOAA, All rights reserved

LEMOORE WORTH A VISIT

I t’s just after 10:30am on a 
weekday and a pair of F/A-

18 Hornet Strike Fighters roar down 
offset parallel 13,500 foot runways, 
climb screaming into the sky and 
disappear into the haze, headed for 
another training mission at Fallon 
Naval Air Station, Nevada, east of 
the Sierras and not far from Reno.  

If you want to get close to Navy 
Aviation, consider taking a day 
and driving down the San Joaquin 
Valley to the Lemoore Naval Air 
Station, located in the geographical 
center of the state, about 3 hours 
from San Jose. It’s an exciting, 
vibrant base just full of activity, 
enough to get you excited and want 
to explore the place.

With the transfer of NAS 
Miramar near San Diego to the 
Marine Corps, NAS Lemoore now 
hosts the Navy’s entire west coast 
fighter/attack capability. The base 
was built from the ground up as a 
master jet air station. It includes 
30,000 acres right in the middle 
of a rich agricultural area, offering 
sailors a small town atmosphere, 
farmers an opportunity to raise 
crops, and plenty of sky for flying 
high performance jets.

A casual drive on base will give 
you a close-up view of beautiful 
brand new family housing, an 
impressive officers club, huge 
Navy Exchange and commissary 
complex, high quality schools, 
beautiful youth center, and a service 
station where gas is inexpensive. 

A longer ride, some 7 miles 
from the central area, takes you 
to the passenger terminal and 
airfield where literally hundreds 
of F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets are 

parked, currently more than 175 in 
all, aircraft as far as you can see. 
Everything appears brand new, 
sparkling clean, and maintained to 
the highest standards.

The station newspaper, The 
Golden Eagle, provides a wide 
range of stories and advertisements 
including sailors receiving 
awards and retiring, personal and 
organization management tips, 
quality of life issues, Morale/
Welfare/Recreation (MWR) 
activities, news of the base and 
valley, and even an advertisement 
for a Cessna 150J being sold by the 
flying club. Even the chaplain has a 
column.

NAS Lemoore operates 
three UH-1N search and rescue 
helicopters and hosts a UC-12B 
logistics aircraft. The choppers 
range out to the Sierra to the east 
and the Santa Maria range to the 
west, assisting not only with Navy 
rescues but the civilian communities 
as well. An average of 32 searches/
rescue missions are undertaken 
each year.

It’s easy to see that many of the 
squadrons have been on deployment 
over the past months, with signs here 
and there stating “Welcome home, 
job well done, we love you!”  

SVC Field Correspondent

CASTLE AIR MUSEUM
On January 7, 1944, B-24 aerial 

gunner Sergeant Robert Sweatt and 
other crew members boarded an 
aircraft named “Trouble” and set 
out on a mission to bomb a chemical 
plant in Ludwigshafen, Germany. It 
was the crew’s 17th mission over 
enemy territory. After dropping its 

Continued on page 6
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Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilasry Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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INFO AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
Military Retired Affairs Offices
Army 1-703-325-9155
Navy 1-800-255-8950
Marine Corps 1-800-336-4649
Air Force 1-800-531-7502
DEERS Verification 1-800-538-9552
(Update I.D. records)
TRICARE 1-800-874-2273
World Wide Information
VA
Benefits Issues 1-800-827-1000
Burial Information 1-800-697-6947
Defense Finance & 1-800-321-1080
Accounting Office
(Retired pay issues)
Travis AFB 1-707-424-1854
(Space A Information)
Fort Ord
General Stillwell 1-831-242-6037
Community Center,
 (Discount Tickets/Tours info)
USCG Training 1-707-765-7215
Center, Petaluma, CA
Post Information
(Guest housing, I.D. cards,
MWR & other services)
Army Recreation Centers:
Hale Koa Hotel, Hawaii 1-800-367-6027
Shades of Green, Florida 1-407-824-3600

Taddled from ROA Chapter 63

bomb load, the B-24 was attacked 
by a Focke-Wolf Fw-190 which 
shot off its right wing. Sweatt was 
trapped in an aircraft spinning out 
of control, but an explosion cut the 
plane in half and launched him into 
the sky. “It just got deathly quiet,” 
he said. His parachute opened, 
landing him with only minor 
injuries, the only survivor of his 
crew. He was later helped to safety 
by French citizens who managed to 
return him to England.

It’s possible to see a B-24 

Liberator up close, one like Sgt. 
Sweatt’s, at the Castle Air Force 
Base Museum near Merced, along 
with more than forty other military 
aircraft from WWII to the present. 
The particular B-24 at Castle was 
the last produced by Consolidated 
Aircraft and carries the markings 
of the 329th Bomb Squadron, 93rd 
Bomb Group, 8th Air Force. 

The B-24 bomber was the only 
combat aircraft to serve in every 
theater of operations in WWII. 
More Liberators, some 18,481, were 

built than any military aircraft in 
history. They were built in 5 plants, 
with over 8,000 built by Ford at 
Willow Run, Michigan. The nation 
equipped 45 bombardment groups 
plus several special squadrons in 
1944-45.

Fully loaded with 8,800 lbs. of 
bombs, the B-24 could fly 1,590 
miles with maximum speed of 
290 mph and reach 28,000 feet. 
Most were out of service by the 
end of 1945; however, the Indian 
Air Force used Liberators received 
from the RAF in maritime patrol 
service into the 1970’s.

The Castle Air Museum 
represents history in a way the 
whole family can share. While there 
is nothing glamorous about war, the 
majestic warbirds on site are awe-
inspiring reminders of how fragile 
our freedom can be and how men 
and women have stepped forward 
when that freedom was threatened.

The museum is open 9am to 
5pm daily May through September 
and is located at 5050 Santa Fe 
Drive, Atwater, California 95301, 
telephone (209) 723-2178. Full 
information is available on line 
at www.elite.net/castle-air. You 
can reach the museum by driving 
highway 101 south to 152 then 33 
to Gustine and east on140 25 miles 
to make a left turn at Buhach Road 
which will take you directly to Castle 
Air Force Base and the museum. 

SVC Field Correspondent

ROSTER ADDENDA
Please update your 2003 Roster

Deceased
CAPT Joseph W. Koenig, USN
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----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED February 2006

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNYVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 17 February

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118

LUNCHEON PRICE - $16.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 23 February Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


