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Board Meetings Are Open To All Members
Board Minutes Are Available To Members From The Secretary

PRESIDENT
   LTC Jesse Craddock USAF 650-968-0446
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   CDR John W. Ward USN 408-736-8475
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   CAPT Lloyd D. McBeth USN 408-241-3514
Secretary
   CDR Robert G. Smith USN 408-255-9173
Treasurer
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Auxiliary
   Mrs June Coffey USMC 650-574-1776
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   LTC Michael Sampognaro USAF 408-371-3483
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
   CAPT Lloyd D. McBeth USN 408-241-3514
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   LTC Fred Weed AUS 408-264-7581
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   CDR John W. Ward USN 408-736-8475
ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark USA 408-267-0135
ROA Liaison
   COL W. Van Der Molen USA 408-371-8118
Membership/Recruitment
   CAPT Lloyd D. McBeth USN 408-241-3514
Scholarship
   CDR Gene Fife USN 408-739-7436
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   CDR V.A. Eagye USN 408-733-3177
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   MAJ David J. Yahiro USA 209-951-8599
Sergeant-at-Arms
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
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COL Keith Giles
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The Silicon Valley Chapter meets at 129th Support Group, 
Bldg 653

Moffett Federal Airfield
through the courtesy of

COL AMOS BAGDASARIAN, CO

“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
by the Silicon Valley Chapter, MOAA

P.O. BOX 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

Corner of Wescoat Rd and Wescoat Ct

TRICARE Service Center
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 888-874-9378

(Near the Chapel)
MOFFETT FEDERAL AIRFIELD

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS

S i l i c o n  Va l l e y  C h a p t e r
M i l i t a r y  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a

Volume III Issue 11 December 2006

7 Dec Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 Dec Luncheon 11:00 AM

4 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
25 Jan Real-estate 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

21 December
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

COL Keith Giles, USAF

BICYCLING IN FRANCE
A French Bike Rally

Plus
Brittany & Normandy

Luncheon is $16.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O  ur primary Chapter 
website is located at http://

svc_moaa.home.comcast.net/
index.ht. Enter this in your address 
box and when you get to the home 
page, bookmark or add it to your 
favorites!

At the MOAA site, put your 
mouse over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. 

Thought For The Month
Young priests listening to 
confessions must learn to 
refrain from saying “Wow!” 

LENDING PRACTICES

I  am writing to let you know 
about recent Senate efforts 

to protect members of the U.S. 
military from predatory lending 
practices.

Senators Bill Nelson (D-FL) 

AN AWARD FOR OUR 
FORMER CHAPLAIN

H onoring a dedicated 
public servant, 

Congressman Tom Lantos paid 
tribute to a retired local chaplain who 
made a profound impact on people’s 
lives both while serving in the U.S. 
Air Force in Vietnam and working 

CHAPTER ELECTION

T he election of chapter 
Officers and Directors was 

held at our November luncheon. The 
election results will be published in 
the January issue of the Bulletin 
and the installation of the slate will 
occur at the January luncheon. 

CDR Gordon Rollman
Chair, Nominating Committee

JOINT MOAA/ROA 
LUNCHEON

A s in past years, an 
invitation has been 

extended to the local Reserve 
Officers Association (ROA) 

WANTED!

C h a p t e r 
web master 
d e s p e r a t e l y 
needed. Call 
CDR Gordon 
Rollman, 408-
243-9254

and Jim Talent (R-MO) have 
authored a measure that would set 
a 36 percent cap on interest rates 
for loans to service members and 
their immediate families. I support 
this legislation, which the Senate 
approved as an amendment to the 
fiscal year 2007 Department of 
Defense Authorization bill.

Unscrupulous loan sharks often 
prey on young enlisted troops, who 
may wind up paying interest rates 
of 390 percent or more. Our brave 
men and women in uniform protect 
us every day – the least we can do 
is protect them and their families 
from these financial predators. 
This measure also provides for 
a stronger military because the 
most common reason for the loss 
of security clearance by a service 
member is because of financial 
difficulties.

As the House and Senate 
conference committee continues 
to negotiate the final Defense 
Authorization bill, be assured that 
I will work with my colleagues to 
ensure that this strong measure to 
protect our troops from predatory 
lending practices is included 
in the final legislation. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara Boxer

United States Senator

at the Veterans’ Administration on 
the Peninsula for years. Among 
other achievements, Chaplain 
Edward Bastille established an 
American Indian cultural center 
to meet Native American veterans’ 
spiritual needs, and hired the first 
Buddhist and Muslim chaplains 
at the Veterans’ Administration.

Here, with the chaplain’s friend 
Father Steven Haley looking on, 
Tom presents Chaplain Bastille with 
a statement from the Congressional 
Record commemorating his 
good works. The statement said 
in part, “he is a fine example 
of the power of one to make a 
difference in this world.” 

Taddled from Lantos newsletter.
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CAL-MOAA RALLY REPORT

E xecutive Committee 
(EXCOM) members and 

affiliated chapter presidents from 
all over California gathered at the Continued on page 4

Chapter #63 to join us at our 
general membership luncheon set 
for Thursday, December 21st.

Because of the Christmas holiday, 
the luncheon will be held on the 
third Thursday rather than the usual 
fourth. It will be a festive occasion 
featuring a traditional holiday menu. 
Col Keith Giles, USAF, the chapter’s 
newsletter editor, will describe and 
show photos of a bicycle trip.

ROA is a professional military 
organization with a mission to 
help insure an adequate defense; 
consequently, as the MOAA 
focus is on preservation of earned 
entitlements and other benefits 
the ROA effort centers on national 
security issues. In recent months, 
ROA members visited and toured 
the C-17 assembly plant in Los 
Angeles, and upon discovering the 
last of the airlifters was being built 
and the plant was preparing to close 
down the line, and determining that 
might be premature, they lobbied 
for an extension and more aircraft. 
Just recently it was announced that 
at least ten more aircraft would be 
built with additional orders possibly 
to follow.

Some of our own MOAA chapter 
members are also members of and 
active with Chapter #63, including 
COL Art Knopf, AUS, Vice 
President-Army; COL Warren Enos, 
AUS, past president; and, CDR 
Robert Whitten, USNR, current 
Chapter #63 president.

The ROA Department of 
California is a statewide organization 
equivalent to our own California 
Council of Chapters (CAL-MOAA) 
and works to bring the total 
membership to bear on projects of 
interest, and particularly in support 
of a legislative alert plan, calling on 

all members around the state to take 
recommended action in support of 
or against specific bills. Chapter 
#63 has more than 600 members; 
however, the membership literally is 
scattered all over the United States 
and indeed the world, including 
members who are on deployment 
or who have moved away and 
choose to continue membership 
with the chapter. Approximately 
225 members live within a half hour 
drive of the Ramada Inn, Sunnyvale, 
the location of third Saturday 
monthly membership meetings. 
Luncheon speakers have been 
diverse in background and interests 
and have made presentations on 
experiences in the combat zones to 
the development of new aircraft and 
other equipment.

The chapter’s executive 
committee meets on the last 
Tuesday evening of the month, also 
at the Ramada. The 2007 national 
ROA Convention will be held in 
the San Francisco Marriott Hotel 
and Chapter #63 personnel will be 
active supporting that event.

Because our December luncheon 
will be held on a Thursday and many 
members are still in the workforce, 
and for a variety of other related 
reasons, it’s likely we’ll have less 
than a dozen ROA members join us, 
as has been the case in past years. 
Nevertheless, we welcome our 
ROA guests and look forward to a 
delightful luncheon together. 

SVC Field Correspondent

Lions Gate Hotel, McClellan Park, 
North Highlands/Sacramento, CA, 
26-28 October 2006, for the annual 
meeting and Rally. It was a time 
to conduct the Council’s business 
and participate in certain social, 
recreational, and tourism events and 
activities.

The California Council of 
Chapters is a statewide planning 
and coordinating group composed 
of the 45 chapter presidents as 
final authority plus officers, area 
directors, and staff personnel who 
carry out the president’s mandates. 
Our chapter helps support CAL-
MOAA by paying dues in the 
amount of $0.75 per regular member 
annually.

There were a number of general 
sessions with speakers who briefed 
the group on contemporary issues. 
Col Lee Lange, USMC (Ret), 
who will assume management of 
National MOAA’s Council and 
Chapters Directorate, told of a 
changing world, different operating 
requirements, and how the chapters 
will be supported in the future. Col 
Mike Jordan, USAF (Ret), MOAA’s 
Director of Marketing, told of new 
strategies for attracting new and 
younger active duty and Reserve 
members. Col Chris Giaimo, current 
Director of MOAA’s Council and 
Chapters Directorate, soon to retire, 
gave a very humorous presentation 
about how change is impacting 
chapters and leadership. BG Emory 
“Jack” Hagan, CAL-ARNG, CG 
California State Military Reserve, 
and the governor’s Director of 
Homeland Security, provided an 
overview of safety requirements in 
California and progress being made 
protecting all citizens.
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Con tinued on page 6

BOARD MEETINGS

T here’s often a lot of good 
cheer demonstrated just 

prior to 10am on the 1st Thursday 
of the month around a huge 
California Air National Guard 
Moffett Field Support Squadron 
conference table seating more than 
a dozen. The occasion is the Silicon 
Valley Chapter’s monthly Board of 
Directors meeting, the time when 
leaders come together to conduct the 
chapter’s business and participate in 
a social time as well.

The board consists of the elected 
officers and directors. Currently 
there are the bylaws-mandated six 
officers plus eight directors, whose 
names are published on page one of 
the monthly newsletter, The Bulletin. 
The officers are the president, 1st 
and 2nd vice presidents, secretary, 
treasurer, and immediate past 
president.

The directors perform all the 
duties required by law and by 
tradition of a board of directors. They 
supervise the chapter’s business, are 
responsible for funds and property, 
fill vacancies as they occur, and, in 
short, work with officers and others 
to insure both effectiveness and 
efficiency.

In addition, and often present 

We are living in dramatically 
changing times with significant 
cultural shifts and it’s clear that the 
issues such as leadership succession 
and membership maintenance, 
all with direct impact on mission 
accomplishment, will continue as 
challenges for our chapters.

There was a tour of the 
California State Capitol Building 
and briefing by Pete Conaty and 
two of his associates. Mr. Conaty 
is a retired Army lieutenant colonel 
with significant state government 
experience, now a lobbyist employed 
by the California State Commanders 
Veterans Council (CSCVC), a group 
with which we through CAL-MOAA 
participate and support. He agreed 
to provide us periodic updates on 
important legislation and tell us 
what we can do to support those 
measures which are important to us 
and our members.

The Council debated and 
unanimously approved a new 
strategic plan which is designed to 
move CAL-MOAA into the 21st 
Century with plans and resources 
to help local chapters directly. 
Emphasis near-term will be on a 
legislative program specifically to 
(1) help obtain higher education 
tuition assistance for National 
Guard members, and (2) try to 
obtain full or partial relief of state 
income taxes for military widows. 
Ten strategic goals were accepted 
which will, over time and when 
resources become available, improve 
management, communications, and 
overall Council responsiveness and 
effectiveness.

The convention was an 
unqualified success; however, 
it was marred briefly when BG 
Wayne Hoffman, AUS (RET) 

and president of the Southern 
California Silver Strand Chapter 
and his wife were involved in an 
auto accident outside the banquet 
restaurant. Wayne suffered a broken 
collarbone; his wife was not injured. 
After only a brief interruption, 
he returned and participated 
fully in Council affairs. 

COL Warren Enos
Director, CAL-MOAA Area 2/Bay Area

for the meeting, are the chairs of 
standing and special committees, 
both veteran members who have 
been serving on the board for 
years and relatively new members 
as well. These are members who 
demonstrate an extraordinary 
interest in chapter affairs, trying 
hard to make a special contribution, 
help the chapter attain its purposes, 
move the organization forward, 
and essentially make a difference. 
Mrs. June Coffey, for example, a 
U.S. Marine Corps veteran, has 
served on the board for years, and 
works to integrate Auxiliaries into 
active chapter service; Lt.Col Mike 
Sampognaro, USAF (Ret) and 
currently a member of the California 
State Reserve, joined the board a 
few months ago and serves as chair 
of the commissary and exchange 
advisory group.

The meeting is relatively informal, 
with participants discussing business 
issues and at the same time having 
a few laughs along the way. It’s a 
time for camaraderie, a time when 
friends and acquaintances meet for 
business and pleasure.

The meeting is called to order 
promptly at 10:00am with the 
invocation, LTC Fred Weed, AUS, 
(RET) generally presiding, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
group makes a final review of the 
previous meeting minutes, makes 
corrections as appropriate, and 
approves the document. This is 
generally followed by opening 
remarks by the president and 
usually includes announcements, 
information about opportunities and 
challenges, and with a focus on past 
or upcoming special events.

The remainder of the meeting 
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A n d
A   H a p p y   N e w   Y e a r
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COLA INCREASE

M ost retirees will get 
3.3 percent benefit 

increase for 2007 Social Security 
payment recipients and most military 
retired members will receive a 3.3 
percent Cost-of-Living Adjustment 
(COLA) starting in January. 

The same COLA will also be seen 
by Survivor Benefit Plan annuitants 
and those getting Veterans Disability 
Compensation and Dependency 
Indemnity Compensation. 

Increases are based on Bureau of 
Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Index 
for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W), from the third quarter 
of the prior year to the corresponding 
period of the current year. 

An announcement by the Social 

deals with ongoing and new business. 
Committee chairs are asked to make 
a short report, starting with a briefing 
f California Council of Chapters 
(CAL-MOAA) activities and events, 
followed by a treasurer’s report 
which provides a current status and 
comparison with budgeted amounts. 
Other reports follow, including 
a discussion of future programs, 
Bulletin (newsletter) requirements 
and deadlines, a legislative 
summary, membership totals 
and recruitment plans, Auxiliary 
activities and events, ROTC awards 
and scholarships, liaison with local 
Chapter #63 Reserve Officers 
Association, trends in Space A 
travel, and website requirements.

The meeting is closed with the 
benediction, again usually provided 
by LTC Fred Weed. It usually ends 
around 11:30am.

Following the executive 
committee (EXCOM) meeting, 
members who can and will usually 
adjourn to the close-by Cattlemen’s 
restaurant on Mathilda Avenue, or 
other local eatery, for lunch and 
good conversation. The lunch is 
generally high quality and at a 
very reasonable price. This is one 
occasion when chapter members 
have a chance to cement and grow 

working and personal relationships.
The chapter invites interested 

members to investigate future officer 
and director positions; there are some 
director positions available right 
now which represent opportunities 
to serve our military community. 
For complete information, please 
contact Lt. Col. Jay Craddock, 
USAF (Ret), president, or any other 
officer or director, without delay. 

SVC Field Correspondent

Security Administration noted that 
the 3.3 percent COLA will begin 
with payments that nearly 49 
million Social Security beneficiaries 
receive in January 2007. Increased 
payments to more than 7 million 
Supplemental Security Income 
beneficiaries will begin December 
29. For retired members and SBP 
annuitants, the increase will first 
appear in the January 2 pay check.

In a previous announcement, 
Medicare noted that the Part B 
premium will go up $5 from 
$88.50 to 93.50, a much smaller 
increase than in previous years. 
Taddled from AF Retiree News Service

ROSTER ADDENDA
Please update your 2003 Roster

Changes
CAPT Edward Bastille, 580 Cherry 
Valley Rd, Gilford, NH 03249-7841
CWO3 Ivan F Brooks, 114 Darwin 
Dr, Newark, DE 19711-6676
MAJ Cloyce Frazer, P.O. Box 2806, 
Harbor, Or 97415-0501
MAJ Keith Harper, 495 Beresford 
Ave, Redwood City, CA 94061-4250
LTC Barry J Machado, 13500 N 
Rancho Vistoso Blvd, Tucson, AZ 
85755-5928
Mrs Helen McKeen, 9317 76th St Ct 
SW, Lakewood, WA 98498-3915



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilasry Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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06

06

06
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Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED December 2006

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNYVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 December

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $16.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 21 December Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


