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RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
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Volume III Issue 10 November 2006

2 Nov Board Meeting 10:00 AM
16 Nov Luncheon 11:00 AM

7 Dec Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 Dec Bike Trip 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

16 November
(Third Thursday of the Month)

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM 

Hendy Iron Works

Paul Krug

Luncheon is $16.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Have 
A

Happy
Thanksgivine
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SVC WEB SITES

O  ur primary Chapter 
website is located at http://

svc_moaa.home.comcast.net/
index.ht. Enter this in your address 
box and when you get to the home 
page, bookmark or add it to your 
favorites!

At the MOAA site, put your 
mouse over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. 

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T   he TRICARE service 
Center is located on 

Wescoat Court, in Building 587,  
Moffett Federal Airfield.  Hours 
are M-F 0730-1630. Phone 1-888-
874-9378. 

Thought For The Month

There is always free cheese in a 
mousetrap. 

EXCHANGE GAS IS ALWAYS 
CHEAPER, RIGHT?

T hat was an issue discussed 
at the November 

2005 Retiree Council meeting. 
Specifically we noted the wide 
variance between Moffett Field, 
Coast Guard Island and Travis 
AFB. We decided to check the 
prices that day at the 3 bases 
to see the difference and again 
sometime in the future, plus talk 
to the Exchange Managers to see 
how they arrived at the prices 
they charge. Council member 
LCDR Wayne Padgett conducted 
the survey. The following are the 

results of his unscientific survey 
with his comments:

On 29 Nov 2005, the following 
prices were observed (Note: The 
.9 cents on each price has been 
dropped.)

Travis CGI Moffett 

Regular $2.19 $2.29 $2.38

Mid-Grade 2.33 2.39 2.48

Premium 2.43 2.49 2.58

Note that Moffett was the highest 
of all and Travis the lowest. I 
talked to Moffett’s and Coast 
Guard Island’s manager in person - 
Travis’s by telephone. Moffett and 
CGI stated they get their gasoline 
from Shell Oil Co. Travis could 
only tell me they got theirs from a 
Benica/Vallejo provider. CG Island 
and Travis stated they obtain their 
gas under an AAFES contract. 
All stated they decide on what to 
charge by driving in the immediate 
area, finding the lowest price and 

adjusting their price to match that 
or make it lower. Most said they 
check and adjust once a week. That 
day, (11/29/05) I drove up Park 
St., Alameda (the street the CG 
Island manager stated she checks), 
and checked the four stations on 
that street. Arco on Park St. had 
the lowest at $2.29/2.37/2.47 - all 
cumulatively cheaper than CG 
Island. Oddly enough the second 
cheapest was Chevron on Park St. 
with $2.29/2.39/2.47 - at par with 

or lower than CG Island.
Capt. DeMartini checked four 

stations on the streets contiguous 
with Moffett and found Rotten 
Robbie’s the lowest with 
$2.37/2.47/2.57 - all cheaper than 
Moffett. He observed that the local 
Costco had regular at $2.31, no 
mid-level, and premium at 2.49. 
Admittedly, Costco is open only to 
members but, then again, so are the 
AAFES/CGES stations.

On 27 Dec 2005, a quick check 
was done at the same stations 
without checking the civilian 
stations. Once again, I checked 
Travis AFB by telephone.

Travis CGI Moffett
Regular $2.05 $2.10 $2.13
Mid-Grade 2.15 2.20 2.23
Premium 2.21 2.30 2.33

Once again Moffett was the 
highest and Travis the lowest.

On the surface it would seem 
the way the managers charge prices 
is based on what the surrounding 
civilian stations charge, not based 
on what they pay (under an AAFES 
contract). At least two bases during 
this survey obtain Shell gasoline 
from a Bay Area refinery but their 
charges to AAFES customers are 
different.

The preceding is offered as 
information for digest. Perhaps 
if enough military retirees ask 
questions as to why Bay Area 
exchange prices are different, 
given the gas comes from the same 
company at military contract rates, 
we might see more uniformity. 
The Council “Courier” welcomes 
responses to this article. 

LCDR Wayne Padgett, USCGR
Taddled from Council Courier

Northern California CG Retiree Council
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PRICE TAG ON WAR

R emember when war 
only cost $1 billion: 

“Cheap wars went out with the 
muskets and cannonballs. The 
Congressional Research Service 
recently compared historical 
costs of US wars (in billions). 

Current Dollars
(Then Year)

Constant Dollars
(FY 2006)

American Revolution 0.1 3.6
War of 1812 0.09 1.1
Mexican War 0.08 2.0
Civil War (US) 2.3 56.3
Civil War (CSA) 1.0 24.5
Spanish-American War 0.3 7.3
World War I 33 642
World War II 296 3,211
Korean War 67 691
Vietnam War 111 650
Desert Storm 61 92
Global War on Terrorism n/a 439

Excerpts from Military Officer
© 2006 MOAA, All rights reserved

EASY WAY TO WRITE OUR 
SOLDIERS

I t   has already been suggested 
that a great chapter project 

would be to ask members to write a 
word of thanks and encouragement 
to our forces overseas. And now 
members with computers can create 
and send a very professional “thank 
you” card and have it sent overseas 
for free.

A description of the opportunity 
and full instructions can be found 
by clicking here: http://www.
letssaythanks.com/. Once you’re 
on the website, it’s a simple three 
step process.
–Pick one of the beautiful 
cards from a scrolling menu;
–Personalize the card by adding 
a special message, along with 
your name and hometown;
–Then simply hit the “send” button 
and the card will be printed and sent to 
a U.S. soldier overseas. And for free.

Wouldn’t it be great if hundreds 
and hundreds of California 
MOAA members would 
send such a card soon? 

Marin County Chapter E-Mail

WINERY TOUR

W hen chapter members 
arrived at the Pedrizzetti 

Winery in Morgan Hill, 6pm, 25 
August, it was clear everyone was 
in for a grand time. More than two 
dozen people gathered for a special 
event hosted by chapter board 
member, LTC Mike Sampognaro, 
USAF. August is usually the 
chapter’s “dark” month, meaning 
that there is no scheduled general 
membership luncheon. However, 
with Mike and his family recently 
purchasing the winery and now 
comfortable with its operations, he 
made a last minute, short notice 
invitation to visit, see the winery, 
have dinner, and listen to a speaker, 
thereby providing a bonus event this 
year. Because of printing deadlines, 
the event could not be advertised in 
the Bulletin, so invitations were sent 
by word of mouth and e-mail.

It was designed to be an enjoyable 
time, a fun time. Members came 
together informally, met friends 
and made new ones, had some good 
conversation and some laughs, 
and just plain had a very pleasant 
evening together. Some who said 
they didn’t want to have anything 

to do with a winery found the 
operations fascinating and ended 
up asking many questions of the 
host, and in turn learning about the 
business.

Members who attended with 
their guests included Jay Craddock, 
Warren Enos, Clarence Johnson, 
Albert Mouns, Frances Scalzo, Bob 
Smith, Raymond Swanson, Kathryn 
Williams, and Shelley Williams.

After introductions, Colonel Mike 
invited everyone to gather around 
for wine tasting and a briefing on 
the wine business and specifically 
his operation. He explained he had 
no vineyards; rather, he took in 
the grapes from growers, produced 

Continued on page 4
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the wine, and distributed it under 
different labels.

He soon led the group on a tour 
starting with the grape crusher, 
showing how the grapes are 
received, crushed, and then the juice 
placed in huge tanks for processing. 
He continued by following the 
wine-making process, doing 
some demonstrations, answering 
questions along the way, and ending 
in the bottling and labeling areas 
and warehouse.

But then it was time for dinner. 
The dining area was pleasant and 
attractive, the chicken and pork 
ribs buffet dinner delicious, and of 
course all the wine you could drink 
as long as there was a designated 
driver. The pastry desserts were 
light and fluffy, the perfect way to 
end the meal. The apricot table wine 
was delightful. More than anything, 
the dinner conversation was spirited, 
making it very clear most everyone 
was having a very good time.

Ending the evening was speaker 
Randy Loftin, a West Point graduate 
Class of 1956 and enrolled agent 
and income tax professional, who 
spoke on various alternatives to the 
federal income tax, with specific 
focus on the so-called Fair Tax, SB 
25/HR 25, and approach that would 
bring simplicity and fairness to the 
tax system.

For those notified in time 
and accepted the Sampognaro’s 
invitation, it was a most pleasant 
and very enjoyable evening, a 
wonderful addition to the usually 
“dark” month of August. 

SVC Field Correspondent

o

ROSTER ADDENDA
Please update your 2003 Roster

New Members
LTC John Dixon, USA, 1550 Montebello 
Oaks Ct, Los Altos, CA 94024

Changes
CWO3 Ivan Brooks, 159 N Whisman 
Rd, Mtn View, CA 94043-4909
Mrs Cora Droege, P.O. Box S, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087-0240
COL Julian Newton, 172 Rock 
Harbor Lane, Foster City, CA 94044
LCDR Miles Rankin, 148 El Pinar, 
Los Gatos, CA 95032-1147
Mrs Bernice Scheible, 600 Blossom 
Hill Rd, D128, Los Gatos, CA 
95032-3570
MAJ David Yahiro, 10904 Lands 
End Dr, Stockton, CA 95209
Mrs Louise Zobel, 23500 Via 
Esplendor, #608, Cupertino, CA 
95014-6513

Dropped Out
LTC Louis J Danner

W e are approaching the 
end of another successful 

year with our membership. Financial 
conditions remain reasonably 
stable. A full slate of officers 
have volunteered for 2007, and 
will be voted on at our November 
luncheon.

Our scholarship program, ROTC 
program, Veterans support, and 
luncheons have been professionally 
handled and well received by the 
recipients.

Our Fisher House donation of 
over $4,000 was the highlight of 
the year.

I want to thank my staff for their 
help and support, and the members 
for supporting our lunches and 

THE PREz SAYS

personal donations.
Plans are already underway for 

2007, and we hope to see more 
members at our luncheons. We 
welcome any volunteers for Board 
seats and ideas for improvement.

The life of this chapter is in the 
hands of the membership. Your 
participatio is vital.

See you at lunch. 
Jay

AUXILIARY MEMBER 
RENEWAL

R enewal time has arrived 
for 2007 The yearly dues 

for members are $26. As in the past, 
the Silicon Valley Chapter, unlike 
many other local Chapters, does 
not require Auxiliary Members 
pay dues. The Chapter does Accept 
Donations from Auxiliary Members 
to help cover chapter operations. It 
costs eighty cents each to produce 
and mail the Bulletin. We also 
accept donations for the Chapter 
Scholarship Fund and the Fisher 
House Fund.

I do want to emphasize, whether 
or not You are making a donation, 
you do need to fill in and return the 
Membership Renewal form provided 
in The Bulletin. If it is not received, 
your name will be removed from 
the Database and you will no longer 
receive The Bulletin.

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that the 
spouse of any former Officer is 
eligible for auxiliary membership, 
even though their spouse was never 
a member. If you know anyone in 
this category, including Former 
officers, invite them to join. 

Lloyd McBeth
Membership Chairman
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YEAR-LONG RECRUITMENT 
CAMPAIGN

S ilicon Valley Chapter is 
in the late stages of a new 

member recruitment drive, trying 
hard to interest local officers in 
national membership, a special effort 
concluding December 31, 2006. It’s 
known as National MOAA’s “Give 
Me Ten” program.

It’s no secret that the more 
members we have the more success 
we’ll have protecting our national 
security interests and earned 
benefits.

Late last October, a Southern 
California legislator said he pays 
attention to the voters who brought 
him to office, people within his 
district who vote, and the more 
supporters there are the more 
he pays attention and acts on 
voter requests.

The implication? Few numbers. 
Little influence. Little clout.

Our chapter records show that 
the membership has been holding 
steady at about 325, sometimes 
a few more and sometimes a few 
less, but it’s clear we need to attract 
others to sustain the membership 
over time. Many chapters appear 
to be in a slow decline; however, 
others are having at least moderate 
success with recruiting. The 62 
member San Francisco Chapter, for 
example, situated in a city hostile to 
the military and a difficult recruiting 
environment, early in the summer 
recruited 10 new members, a record 
in terms of percentage increase.

Over the past year, National 
MOAA has been successful 
attracting a significant number 
of new members, but on balance 
the record shows a net decline 
to something over 300,000. On 

that basis, National MOAA has 
expanded and extended an early 
moderately successful “Give Me 
Ten” recruitment campaign, which 
essentially is an effort conducted at 
the local chapter level. All chapters 
have been challenged to recruit at 
least ten (10) new members by the 
end of the year.

The program offers chapters 
a wide range of incentives for 
bringing in new members which 
could bring substantial rewards to 
chapters, individual recruiters, and 
even some of the new members 
themselves. Some chapters are 
finding it feasible to pay a new 
member’s national dues, and with 
rewards earned coming out ahead 
financially.

Full information about the 
program can be found on MOAA’s 
website and the site can be 
accessed at www.moaa.org/comm/
comm_chapters/comm_chapters_
givemeten/index.htm.

Late last year our chapter 
contacted more than 550 local 
national MOAA members who were 
not affiliated with a chapter, sending 
letters, copies of the Bulletin, and 
extending an invitation to join our 
local group. As a result, we gained 
ten (10) new members.

This year CAPT McBeth, chair 
of the chapter’s Membership/
Recruitment Committee, and others 
have been working off a similar list, 

making as many mail, telephone, 
and in-person contacts as possible. 
Many of the names are listed as 
prospective national members, and 
a special focus has been placed on 
this group.

We’re all a part of this effort. 
Members who know, or who come 
in contact with, officer members 
of the uniformed services are 
encouraged to tell them about 
MOAA, our chapter, and urge them 
to join without delay.

The 2006 campaign season is 
still well underway, and bringing in 
new members is critical to keeping 
MOAA’s “One Powerful Voice” 
as effective as it’s always been. In 
addition, new local memberships 
will be a very positive development 
for our chapter. All of us have an 
opportunity to contribute, and win, 
in what remains of this year’s “Give 
Me Ten” membership campaign. 

Adapted from MOAA Publication

Fillers
Needed!!
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ID CARDS & AUTO DECALS
MILITARY ID CARDS

129th Support Group, CANG, 
Moffett, ID card services to 
retirees, their family members, and 
100% disabled veterans will be 
available only once a month, every 
3rd Wednesday. The service is in 
Bldg 653, Moffett Federal Airfield, 
Room 15. You must phone ahead 
(650-603-9175) to schedule an 
appointment. 
ID Cards are also issued at the following 
military activities. Phone ahead.
Army Reserve, Camp Parks, 
Dublin, 925-875-4918, M-F, 0830-
1500, appointment required.
Coast Guard, Alameda, 510-437-
2905, M-F 0830-1430.
Army Reserve, Oakland, 510-302-2720.
Navy/Marine Res Ctr, Alameda, 
510-814-2605.
Army Reserve, San Pablo, 510-
970-3237.
Presidio of Monterey, 831-242-5209.
USN CSD, Seaside, 831-656-4070.
US Navy, Monterey, 831-656-7820.
Travis AFB, 707-424-4075.
AUTO DECALS are available 
at both Moffett and Onizuka Air 
Station. The Moffett location is the 
same as for the ID cards (above), but 
at Security Forces, Room 24. Hours: 

T-F 0800-1100, 1200-1500, phone 
ahead: 650-603-9434. Hours/days 
change. The Onizuka Pass & ID 
office is located in the Main Lobby. 
Hours: M-F 0700-1400, phone 
ahead: 408-752-3695. Temporarily 
Onizuka is only issuing decals by 
mail.
At both locations you will need the 
following:
	Drivers license.
	Military ID card
	Vehicle registration
	Proof of insurance
	Decal’s letters & numbers

Moffett Hours
Exchange

(NEX, NEX II, Auto)
650-603-9907

Mon-Sat 0900-1800
Sun & Hol 1000-1700
Gas pumps 24 Hrs per day

MiniMart (outside Main Gate)
Mon-Sun 0700-2100

Commissary
Phone 650-603-9981

Su 0900-1700
Mo Closed
Tu-We 0900-1800
Th 0900-1900
Fr 0900-1800
Sa 0800-1700

ID CARDS FROM ALAMEDA

O  ne of the easiest ways to 
get an ID card now is to 

get them from the Coast Guard in 
Alameda. Here are the directions, 
coming from the South. Cut out and 
save these directions.

Head North on 880. Take the 
5th Street Exit. This will make a 
sharp left turn and go under 800, 
where you’ll come to a “T” stop 

at Embarcadero. 
Turn Left 
and follow 
Embarcadero 
about 1 mile or so. 
At the Stop sign 
at Dennison, turn 
Right and cross 

the bridge to Government Island. A 
couple of buildings straight ahead 
on your left, the one with a flag 
pole, is your destination. The ID 
office is on the second floor. 

Your Editor

Fillers

Needed



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to Treasurer: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilasry Dr, San Jose, CA 95124

Membership Application
Date__________________ Enroll Me As: New Member__________MOAA Membership #________________

Aux Mbr_______________
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – No Dues charge)
 Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship fund $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________Date of Birth_________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                                             5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin and Administrative 
functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made to the Silicon Valley 

Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund.
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06

06

06



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED November 2006

DON’T FORGET THE LOCATION – RAMADA INN – 1217 WILDWOOD AVE, SUNNYVALE
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Right; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow 
Frontage Rd. Going South on Hwy 101: Exit at Lawrence Expwy; go Left; then next Right; then immediate Right; follow Frontage Rd.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 10 November

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Bill van der Molen, 408-371-8118
LUNCHEON PRICE - $16.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 16 November) Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: COL Bill van der Molen, 3258 Hilary Dr, San Jose, CA 95124-2215

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet featuring several varieties of garden fresh vegetables, beans, pasta, cheese, tomato, and onion selections. Two 
(2) hot entrees. Soup. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


