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Volume VII Issue 9 October 2010

7 Oct Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 Oct Luncheon 11:00 AM
4 Nov Board Meeting 10:00 AM

18 Nov tba 11:00 AM

It’s Renewal Time
Please Help by Renewing ASAP

Renewal Form is on the inside Back Page

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

21 October 2010

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Mr. Siefken Krieger
Volunteer Docent

Pigeon Point Light

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Laughter is a tranquilizer with no 
side effects. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

HANGAR ONE UPDATE

N ear the end of June con-
tractors began work on 

Moffett Field’s Hangar 1 in an ef-
fort to clear the PCB and other con-
tamination. It’s part of an effort to 
save the hangar; funds still need to 
be acquired to rebuild the structure 
and essentially restore it to both an 
attractive and safe facility.

The Ellis Street (south) gate 
off Highway 101 will be open 6am 
to 6pm Mondays- Fridays until 
construction is complete in late 
spring 2012 and will be available 
for general use. It’s a more 
convenient Moffett entry point for 
those using the commissary and 
east field destinations such as the 
Air National Guard 129th Rescue 
Wing, the chapter’s monthly SVC 
board meeting site, and the golf 
course.

Crews started certain salvage 
work in late June, cleaned and 
removed asbestos during July, and 
continued with interior demolition 
during August. Disassembly of the 
hangar’s roof and siding will begin 
in December.

After the roof and siding are 
removed, the exterior steel frame 
of the hangar will receive an epoxy 
coating. The exterior steel surfaces 
will be scraped, wiped clean and 
inspected prior to application of the 
coating, which will be applied by 
hand using rollers and brushes. The 
remaining structure will provide 
the opportunity for potential future 
adaptive reuse by the current 
owner, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA).

A Bird Air Strike Hazard 
(BASH) Mitigation Plan will be 
developed and implemented to 
prevent birds from using the hangar 

for roosting or nesting and posing a 
hazard to aircraft at Moffett Field.

The contaminated hangar 
covering likely will be transported 
to a hazardous materials disposal 
site located in the dry hills west 
and south of Coalinga, lower 
San Joaquin Valley, and not far 
from the town of Avenal. B

Source: NASA Briefing

OCTOBER SPEAKER

T he coastline of the American 
West is a geologically young 

and highly active continental mar-
gin. Faults, volcanoes, and uplifts 
have raked and clawed these shores, 
leaving scores of rocky capes and 
points reaching far out into the sea, 
with sharp rocks and gravel-strewn 
sandbars lurking just between the 
waves. The West Coast is danger-
ous, making the coast a navigator’s 
nightmare. All of it is a graveyard 
for ships and sailors.

To help mariners navigate 
safely in the face of these dangers, 
Congress launched an ambitious 
construction program aimed 
at raising lighthouse towers at 
strategic locations all along the 
West Coast. Lighthouses help 
pilots and navigators keep their 
ships on course and they warn of 
impending calamity. Lighthouses 
save ships and they save lives.

The chapter’s October speaker 
will be Siefken Krieger, a volunteer 
docent at Pigeon Point Light on the 
San Mateo Coast, fifty miles south 
of San Francisco at Pescadero. 
In his presentation Siefken will 
feature 40+ slides and talk about 
the history, mechanism, and 
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necessity of lighthouses, especially 
along California’s Central Coast, 
and he has some fascinating stories 
to tell.

The Pigeon Point light shines 
toward the Pacific from an elevation 
of more than 160 feet with forty feet 
of that height provided by the point 
and the rest by a 115 foot brick tower. 
It was built in 1872 and is one of the 
tallest on the Pacific Coast. Pigeon 
Point got its name when the Yankee 
clipper Carrier Pigeon wrecked 
on its rocks in 1853. The 175-foot 
clipper had been launched in Bath, 
Maine the previous year and was 
129 days out of Boston and bound 
for San Francisco when she ran into 
a thick fog off the California coast, 
ran aground, and was pounded to 
pieces by a gale.

Building the lighthouses required 
extraordinary ingenuity, courage, 
and strength. Servicing them 
demanded the best their keepers 
could give -- sometimes all they 
could give and more. Each in its 
own way is a symbol, the distilled 
essence of a noble navigational 
tradition reaching back to the 
beginnings of civilization.

Born in Bremen, Germany, a 
seaport on the Weser River and 
near the North Sea coast, Krieger 
developed an early love of all 
things nautical. As a child he would 
marvel at the large ships in the port 
and learned to identify many flags 
of the world. He ventured across 
the Atlantic several times and 
remembers seeing one of the most 
famous lighthouses, The Statue of 
Liberty.

Once settled in the U.S., Siefken 
served 22 years in the U.S. Air 
Force stationed in Texas, Wyoming, 
Florida, Germany and twice in 

Goose Bay, Labrador, ending 
his career at Vandenberg AFB in 
California.

Older now and the fascination 
of the sea is still strong. Now 
living in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
between Los Gatos and Santa Cruz, 
he finds ample opportunities to 
visit the ocean and the lighthouses 
of the Central Coast, bu t  h i s 
l igh thouse  v is i t s  have 
now extended  to  Oregon, 
Washington ,  the  Nor theas t , 
Georg ia  and  Flor ida 
inc luding  Dry  Tor tugas .  B

Source: Speaker

MOFFETT MUSEUM

T he Moffett Field Historical 
Society has created a museum 

that’s really worth a visit. It’s locat-
ed in Bldg 126, near the southwest 
corner of Hangar One. Nonmember 
cost is about $5.

Every effort is being made 
to acquire, preserve and display 
artifacts which illustrate the roles 
performed by the various military 
and NASA commands assigned to 
or operating out of Moffett Field. 
The staff is trying hard to educate 
the public on the airfield’s rich 
heritage.

About a dozen and a half very 
talented and highly experienced 
technicians, members of the 
Airwing Group, have been working 
in a special Hangar 3 restoration 
facility to rebuild a number of 
historic aircraft.

Frequent visitors to Moffett 
Field have likely noticed that the 
SP-2E Neptune which has been on 
display outside operations has not 
been seen recently. Since suffering 

water damage during recent rains, 
the aircraft is currently undergoing 
extensive repairs. The P-3A Orion 
currently on display will be next for 
an overhaul.

Nearing completion is restoration 
of a TF-104G Starfighter. Earlier 
this year Col. Dave Pinsky, USAF-
Ret, Executive Director, Pacific 
Coast Air Museum, while visiting 
the Moffett facility had a chance to 
sit in the cockpit and jokingly said 
he’d like to hitch it to the back of 
the tour bus and tow it back to Santa 
Rosa. The F-104 will be placed on 
display as soon as a fenced-off area 
can be arranged.

Members are also working on a 
U2C Dragon Lady with some major 
repairs already completed and 
corrosion control efforts underway.

The museum recently took 
custody of an AH-1S Cobra 
helicopter with a history that goes 
back to 1968 and time in Vietnam-
--a real veteran. The gunship also 
served with Army and National 
Guard units in the United States and 
Germany. A restoration team made 
up from the Army Reserve and the 
Moffett-based Air National Guard 
has been established.

During a late spring visit by the 
Collings Foundation B-17 and B-24 

Continued on Page 4
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T wo hats were hanging on 
a hat rack in the hallway. 

One hat said to the other, “You 
stay here; I’ll go on a head.” B

Auxiliaries - While you aren’t required to pay 
dues, you MUST send in the renewal card if 
you wish to continue to receive the Bulletin

the Starfighter and Cobra were 
placed on display in the museum 
parking lot and the P-3 was opened 
for tours by the crowd that 
showed up.

More information about the 
museum can be found at www.
moffettfieldmuseum.org. B

Source: Sparrowhawk Editor

HELLO, YOUR 
MAJESTY!

Note: Chapter auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories of when 
she accompanied her husband, MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attache, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

A few months after our sec-
ond child Dan was born, 

we were invited by Abdor Reza to 
our first royal party at his Shemiran 
palace. We were told it was to be a 
small semi-formal dinner party and 
that the Shah would be there. Abdor 
Reza was the most popular of the 
Shah’s brothers, and the best look-
ing. He had beautiful dark eyes and 
I thought he looked a lot like Tyrone 
Power, a very popular movie star at 
that time. I had a neat tailored dinner 
dress with long black skirt and lace 
top that I felt would be just right. 
Instructions were specific that we 
must be there by 7:45 as the Shaw 
was due at 8:00 and all guests had to 
be present before he arrived.

Our driver eased the army jeep 
that was Dana’s assigned vehicle 
into the line of Cadillacs the guards 
were waving through. When our jeep 
rolled up, they stopped us and three 
of them examined our invitation 
carefully before we were allowed 

to go on in. There were at least a 
hundred guests and the women were 
in strapless bouffant tulle and silks 
and satins and dripping in jewelry. 
And furs. Furs in hot, hot Iran in the 
middle of summer? I would soon 
find out how little I knew.

The Shah didn’t show up until 
9:00 o’clock, which meant an hour 

and 15 minutes of standing around 
because nothing could start until 
he arrived. It was cold. Soon it was 
very cold. And then it was freezing 
up there in the foothills.

When the Shah finally arrived, 
he stood off to the side talking with 
his sister, the Princess Ashraf, and 
Abdor Reza. Eventually the long 
table with its elaborate bouquets 
and enormous candelabra began to 
fill up with many platters of rice 
and turkey and lamb, fruits and 
vegetables. After dinner the Shah 
started dancing a little after 11:00 
with Ashraf.

Just as nothing could start until 
the Shah had arrived, nobody could 
leave until the Shah left and the 
Shah stayed until 2:00am, to my 
frozen discomfort.

Fortunately the occasional 
royal party we went to after that 
would be much smaller and more 
informal affairs. Sometimes they 
were downright fun, especially 

those at the lovely Princess Chams’ 
downtown palace. There was always 
great food, music, dancing and even 
games such as charades.

A favorite of the Shah and Abdor 
Reza was one I called the Knee 
Game. Two men on chairs sat facing 
one another, one with his knees 
together and the other with his knees 

on either side of his opponent’s 
knees. The man with his knees 
locked together tried to force 
his knees apart and the man 
with his knees outside tried 
to keep his opponent’s knees 

locked together. Because of their 
superb horsemanship, the Shah and 
his brothers usually won, though 
it was understood that the Shah 
would always win. With Dana, 
the smaller Shah legitimately 
won despite Dana’s six feet, his 
athletic fitness and his days with 
the cavalry just before the war. B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

MODERN AIRSHIP

W hat’s low, slow, and very 
comfortable?

It’s America’s newest Zeppelin, 
the Moffett Field-based Airship 
Ventures N704LZ, a twenty-first 
century, fly-by-wire, computer-
driven, all composite wonder.

It has been a common site 
throughout Silicon Valley skies 
this past summer as it carried 
paying passengers to major Bay 
Area attractions, with a standard 
flight Moffett Field to the Oakland-
Alameda waterfront, across the 
bay to San Francisco, and then a 
low, slow, comfortable cruise south 
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FOUR PEOPLE

F our people were named Ev-
erybody, Somebody, Any-

body and Nobody. They had this 
important job to do, and Everybody 
was sure that Somebody would 
do it.

Anybody could have done it, but 
Nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about that 
because it was Everybody’s job. 
Everybody thought Anybody could 
do it. But Nobody realized that 
Everybody wouldn’t do it.

It ended up that Everybody 
blamed Somebody when Nobody 
did what Anybody could have done!

Note: Service on the chapter’s 
Board of Directors conducting the 
chapter’s business can be interesting, 
fun, and personally satisfying. It’s an 
opportunity to make a difference. B

Source: Somebody

along the Peninsula to its Moffett 
port. The Farmers Insurance Group 
selected Airship Ventures as a 
partner and re-branded the Eureka’s 
hull with the Farmers logo.

“Eureka” means “I’ve found it” 
and from passenger reactions that 
would seem to be the sentiment 
capturing the unique flight 
experience. It’s been described as a 
“personal cloud” or “knowing what 
birds feel like.” The airship generally 
takes off straight up reaching 
altitude in about a minute, cruises 
at about 1,300 feet and around 
35mph. The huge windows, some 
open, provide spectacular views.

The Zeppelin has the latest 
technology, a rigid structure, remote 
landing abilities, 3 engines driving 4 
propellers, vectored thrust engines, 
and control provided by 2 joysticks 
mounted on opposite sides of the 
cockpit.

Flights range from a half hour 
to an hour or more and they are not 
inexpensive, averaging about $500. 
But for the right person with the 
right interests and background a trip 
can be more than worth the cost. 
Some very beautiful in-flight photos 
can be seen here: http://home.
comcast/%7Ebzee1b/Zeppelin/
Zeppelin.html.

Gazing up at a Zeppelin, it’s not 
hard to smile and be wowed by the 
remarkable aircraft. It’s a stunning 
sight, and especially for pilots it 
causes an itch. What must it be like 

to fly? The Airship Ventures flights 
attract airship aficionados and those 
just curious about the big aircraft. B

Source: Airship Ventures

VA DIC RULING

S urviving spouses may ben-
efit from a recent VA rul-

ing. Did your spouse serve in Viet-
nam? If so, a new ruling by the 
VA(Veterans’ Administration) may 
make you eligible for DIC (Depen-
dents Indemnity Compensation.) 
The VA recently issued a “presump-
tive” which added three more dis-
eases, Parkinson’s, B-cell leuke-
mia’s, and ischemic heart problems 

which can be attributed to Agent 
Orange. If your spouse’s death cer-
tificate lists any of the above or any 
previously “presumed” diseases 
such as diabetes or prostate & re-
spiratory cancer as cause of death, 
DIC may be awarded to you. DIC 
is a monthly compensation of ap-
proximately $1,150, tax free when 
the cause of death is service related. 
The VA “presumptive” is important 
because you do not have to prove an 
association between the disease and 
death. The VA has “presumed” that 
Agent Orange is a factor if death 
certificate includes one of the listed 
illnesses.

If you believe your spouse’s 
death meet the qualifications, you 
need to apply immediately as the 
VA will pay DIC retroactively to 
the date it receives the application if 
you are eligible. Since this is a new 
ruling, perhaps one of the quickest 
ways to apply is to use the VA Affairs 
Benefits agents in your locality. If 
you are not near a military base, 
find the phone number (listed under 
Government Offices, U.S, - Veterans 
Affairs) and call to schedule an 
appointment. They will be happy 
to help you file the application 
using the appropriate forms and 
documentation. Their assistance 
and expertise in the process will 
get the ball rolling efficiently. 
Remember, you must have proof 
of your spouse’s deployment to 
Vietnam and a death certificate with 
one of the “presumptives” listed.

DIC is a significant monthly 
benefit which your spouse 
earned for you so check 
your eligibility today. B

Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society
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Duty Calls - Renew Now!

WAR AND REMEMBRANCE
Note: These are some of chapter 
member LTC Fred Weed’s memories 
when he served in the US and 
overseas as an enlisted soldier 
during WWII. Early 1945.

W e followed whatever news 
was published in the Stars 

and Stripes, the army newspaper. 
Gradually, and then firmly, the Ger-
mans were pushed back, especially 
when Patton’s Third Army turned 
North and into the battle. This was 
Hitler’s last gasp at seizing victory. 
The war continued, the Germans 
were pushed farther and farther 
East, and on the Eastern Front, the 

Russians were gradually pushing 
West to Berlin. Many rivers, includ-
ing the Rhine, were crossed, and 
gradually it became clear that Ger-
many’s defeat was inevitable.

And now a word about German 
POW’s. The first ones I saw were in 
Brittany, near our station at Rennes. 
I saw some “different” looking 
people in German uniforms. They 
looked as though they came from 
central Asia, and they did. They had 
been put into service by the Russians, 
to help fight the German invaders. 
They were not enthusiastic about 
this. Then many of them were easily 
captured by German forces, and in 
turn put in their uniform to help 
Germany against anyone. Finally, 
they were gratefully captured by our 
forces, where they became the most 
amenable prisoners around. There 
was a similar situation involving 
Czechs in the closing days of the 
first World War, and it led to a small 
American intervention in Siberia 
to rescue some of them after 
the war ended in Europe in 

November, 1918.
At our Paris station there were 

a lot of German POW’s, but I had 
no reason to be near them. After the 
war in Europe ended, a lot of things 
eased up. We could go into our mess 
hall at odd hours for snacks and 
coffee. Some well screened German 
POW’s were helping out by cleaning 
up, washing dishes, etc. One was 
there when I went in for a snack, 
and he served me. The war was over 
(for him), so I wanted to chat a little. 
I had hardly any German, and he, 
no English. So we talked in French; 
since we were both aliens in France, 
we spoke the language slowly, and 
got along fine!

There was one interesting night 
not involving Germans that winter. 
We were quartered in what had 
been a French barracks unit, and 
that’s how we used it. There were 
a few double bunks in it, some 
cots (I had one), and about six or 
seven soldiers. T/5 Howard Casey 
was one of these. He had an upper 
bunk, and because he often suffered 
nightmares, had constructed a three 
or four inch protective board on the 
outside of his bed so he wouldn’t 
fall off. He was a pleasant guy, who 
was assigned to one of our trucks.

Corporal Bert Ruff was also 
with us, another usually reasonable 
person, who sometimes drank more 
than his friends thought was best 
for his health. One time he came 
home very late, lit up, and very 
noisily got ready to go to bed; he 
may even have turned the lights 
on. He was muttering something, 
and a few of the guys snarled “Shut 
up”, and other such things; perhaps 
I even said, “It would be nicer if 
you would retire more quietly,” but 
I can’t really remember. Finally, 

Casey yelled, “Shut the hell up,” or a 
very similar phrase. Then there was 
an exchange of other pleasantries, 
such as up yours, blow it out your 
barracks bag, who’s going to make 
me, what the hell’s wrong with 
you, you stupid jerk, etc., etc. And 
sometimes even dirty words.

Cooler heads did not prevail, and 
Ruff and Casey agreed to fight it 
out, in front of the barracks unit. It 
was very late, maybe 1:00 or 2:00 
am. Most of us got up to watch 
the fun, since it was quite clear 
that both were too drunk to do any 
damage. It was midwinter, and 
snow was on the ground, and after 
a little harmless flailing of arms and 
fists, mutterings, and a few slips and 
tumbles to the snowy ground, they 
stopped, and went inside to bed. B

Source: Autobiography

RENEW

I t’s renewal time. We’d like 
to get renewals done ASAP. 

Beginning with next month’s Bulletin 
check your label. If it doesn’t have 2011 
on it, you need to send in your renewal.

Of course, if you’re an auxiliary 
you are not required to pay for a 
renewal but we will need to get a 
renewal form from you so that we 
know that you still want to receive 
the Bulletin.

We’re supposed to send MOAA 
a list of current members in January. 
Because renewals have a tendency 
to slowly trickle in, we’ve had to 
wait until February or March before 
sending in the list.

Give us a hand and let us get the 
job done by January - send ‘em in. B

Membership Database Manager



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to Fisher House  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
October 2010

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 October

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   21 October Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Fisher House, Scholarship or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

Renewal Time


