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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
      3 Nov      Board Meeting      10:30 AM
    17 Nov      Luncheon            11:00 AM
      1 Dec      Board Meeting       10:30 AM
    15 Dec      Luncheon            11:00 AM

NOVEMBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER
Upon sighting the coast of Oahu at about

0753 hours December 7, 1941 Commander
Mitsuo Fuchida sent out the code words
which told the Japanese carriers that the
attack force had caught the U.S. Pacific
Fleet by surprise--Tora! Tora! Tora! On
December 8 President Franklin D.
Roosevelt speaking before a Joint Session
of Congress described the previous day as a
“date which will live in infamy,” and within
an hour Congress passed a formal
declaration of war against Japan and
officially brought the U.S. into World War
II.

The chapter’s November luncheon
speaker will be long-time member CDR
Robert C. Whitten, USN (RET) who will
bring a Pearl Harbor 75th Anniversary
Commemoration right to the Biltmore
Hotel. December 7, 2016 has been
designated National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day with many events
scheduled for the period December 1
through the 11th. Pearl Harbor endures as a
symbol of American resilience and
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

In recent military publications I have noted a common thread of
various articles addressing comradery.  In recent weeks while
visiting Karen (my wife) in the hospital and nursing home it was
strongly brought to my attention how much we need to stay in touch
with each other and  especially meet in person with each other. If you
have ever been to a nursing home you know the sad situations I am
addressing.  Karen and I thank all for your expressed love and
especially your prayers.  Our monthly lunches, where we meet for
several hours, are very important to establish/maintain our military
gift of comradery.  It is important that this relationship  be cherished
and that we invite others to join us and share comradery.  Thus,
make your attendance and support to our SVCMOAA  chapter
lunches a priority and strive to bring a fellow member and
prospective member with you.  As November is SVCMOAA chapter
election month for Chapter officers, please make a special effort to
attend and let your voice be heard.  Look forward to seeing all.

																							 Gil

		SEE	Page	18	about	MEMBERSHIP	DUES!!

We	oppose	Proposition	61	because	we	believe
it	could	increase	the	cost	of	prescription

drugs	for	veterans.
The	U.S.	Department	of	Veterans	Affairs

receives	special	discounts	on	prescription
drugs	for	veterans	in	honor	of	their	service
to	our	country.	This	measure	could	eliminate

these	special	discounts	and	increase
prescription	drug	costs.	A	recent	analysis	by
the	VA	noted	that	if	Prop.	61	passes	it	could

increase	costs	to	the	VA	by	$3.8	billion
dollars	annually.
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about the U. S. Navy’s assessment of Japanese
capabilities, a war warning to General MacArthur,
intelligence failures, bureaucratic errors, war plans,
and the outcomes, some of which could prove
surprising.

A Korean conflict combat veteran, CDR Whitten
was granted a Ph.D. in physics from Duke
University, served as a U.S. Navy surface warfare
line officer, had an extensive career with SRI
International and NASA as a senior physicist, and
has authored or co-authored five books and more
than one hundred thirty papers on various aspects of
atmospheric science. He has been active for years
with MOAA, ROA, Air Force Association, and the
Navy League.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

WELCOME DELORES HOMISAK!
We are delighted to have Surviving Spouse

Delores Homisak become a part of the chapter
September 5th after joining National MOAA in
August, 2016. CWO5 Bob Landgraf, USMC (RET),
Membership Chair, was quick to extend a hearty
“Welcome Aboard!”

Delores approached chapter president CAPT Gil
Borgardt, USNR (RET), by indicating, “My name is
Delores Homisak. My late husband was a retired
Commander in the Navy. I have just joined MOAA
and am looking for opportunities to get involved in
the local chapter. I work full time so the monthly
meeting is difficult but I will try to attend the next
one that is scheduled for October.”

Her late husband was CDR Marc E. Iverson, USN
(RET), who completed 11 years active duty followed
by 9 years Reserve.

Delores was enthusiastic about both national and
local chapter affiliation. Her interest is to “stay
connected with the military and keep on top of issues
that affect my survivor annuity as well as upcoming
qualification for health benefits, and meet other
military members in our community since so much
military has left the SFO bay area.”

Dolores is a resident of Belmont and works for
Visa, Inc. in Foster City.
______________________

NOVEMBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER contd
resolve, and commemorating the attack on Pearl
Harbor fosters reflection, remembrance, and
understanding. CDR Whitten will provide an
illustrated presentation of what happened at Pearl
Harbor and why, including attack details likely not
known to the majority of the American people.

Throughout the period 1853 to 1941 conflict is
brewing in Asia. The old world order is
changing. Two new powers, the United States and
Japan, are rising to take leading roles on the world
stage. Both seek to further their own national interests
in the hope to avoid war. Both have embarked on
courses of action that will collide at Pearl Harbor. As
WWII progressed and fighting raged in Europe and
Asia, many Americans felt the nation should defend
its own hemisphere and not takes sides…isolate itself
from conflict in Europe and Asia. CDR Whitten will
provide information about the Japanese attack on
China, specifically the “Rape of Nanking,” and the
subsequent U.S. economic attack on Japan.

Forty nine high level Nakajima B5N2 “Kate”
bombers with each carrying one 1760 pound armor-
piercing bomb and forty “Kate” torpedo bombers
with each carrying one 1760 pound aerial torpedo
were launched at 0600 hours Hawaiian time from the
aircraft carrier Akagi and others located about 200
miles north of Oahu. One hundred eighty two aircraft
were used in the attack. Eight battleships and a
number of smaller ships were sunk or damaged but
the Japanese missed the critical fuel tanks and the
aircraft carriers which were at sea.

     CDR Whitten’s presentation will include details

Nakajima B5N2 “Kate” bomber
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OCTOBER SPEAKER REPORT
In late 1929 a young early-era U. S. Navy aviator

flying over Camp Kearney, San Diego was forced to
bail out of a Boeing F4B fighter when a split gas tank
burst into flames. On November 16th he was
inducted into the Caterpillar Club, an informal
association of people who have successfully used a
parachute and floated to Earth with the ripcord D-
ring intact. In February 1932 he experienced a
second in-flight emergency when an elevator
separated while in a steep dive, drawing large
numbers of sightseers to the crash site and wreckage.
Naval aviation adds an extra element of danger; Navy
aviators can boast to have one of the most dangerous
professions in the world.

       Boeing f4b

The chapter’s October luncheon speaker was Mr.
Fritz Trapnell, who documented his father’s
extraordinary Navy career in the 2015 book,
“Harnessing the Sky – Frederick ‘Trap’ Trapnell, the
U.S. Navy’s Aviation Pioneer, 1923-52”. This
biography of Vice Adm. Frederick M. Trapnell
explores the legacy of the man who has been called
"the godfather of current naval aviation.” The
presentation was full of history, descriptions of
advancing flight technology, exciting personal
stories, and an appreciation of what it took to create a
highly effective naval aviation capability which was
more than enough to be decisive during World War II
and beyond.

A 1923 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who
gained early line officer experiences on the high seas
and earned his flight wings in 1927, Trap later in
1931 joined the flight test section at Anacostia Naval
Station, Washington, D.C. where he was promoted
to lieutenant. It was the real beginning of a career as
an engineering test pilot and visionary, one who
pioneered a quantitative approach to flight testing,

advancing the safe and comprehensive evaluation of
new and untried airplanes. It was a time of flying by
the seat of the pants using the most primitive flight
instrumentation of the 1930s.

There was time beginning in the spring of 1930 to
participate with the "Three Flying Fish" display team,
flying the Curtiss F6C-4 fighter and performing
mostly on the east coast of the United States. This was
the real beginning of Trap’s extended period of flight
testing which over time had him test 65 different
aircraft models. After a transfer to Lakehurst, N.J.
where he improved the hooking-on mechanism for
Curtiss F9C Sparrowhawk, a light biplane fighter
aircraft carried by airships USS Akron and Macon, he
went on to develop and engineer advancements to
scouting, patrolling, dive bomber and torpedo plane
aircraft as it became critical to produce new models
for WW II. A main focus was on the Vought F4U
Corsair and Grumman F6F Hellcat fighters.

Curtiss F6C Hawk

A first glance at the Corsair with its outsized
propeller and “bent” wings often leaves a feeling that
either this warbird was assembled from parts that
didn’t match or it has met with some sort of disaster.
Trap flew this aircraft at the end of 1940 to 402 mph.
There were at least four problems—it didn’t carry
enough fuel; it carried too few guns; it had a sluggish
roll; and, it had a wicked power-on stall. Trap knew
this fighter just had to work and he and others made it
work. The Hellcat was best known for its role as a
rugged, well-designed carrier fighter which was able
after its combat debut in early 1943, to counter the
Mitsubishi A6M Zero and help secure air superiority
over the Pacific Theater. Trap tested it and found it
steady and easy to fly and on his recommendation the
contractor put the aircraft into immediate production.
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F4u Corsair

In the 1940s at Patuxent NAS Trap directed the
evolution and testing of the first generation of
carrier-based jet fighters, thereby ushering naval
aviation into the jet era and paving the way for the
modern aviation Navy. Although demanding to fly,
they offered superior performance yet made them
difficult to fly. In the summer of 1946 he was
named C.O. of the Air Test Center, Patuxent River,
and was known at that time as the very best
engineering test pilot ever. He was closely
associated with improved instrumentation and
development of the first jets, the North American FJ
Fury, Grumman F9F Panther, and McDonnell F2H
Banshee.

Japanese Mitsubishi A6M Zero

All along Trap was confident he knew his job,
namely to organize to handle jets; promote Navy jet
development; and, develop a cadre of test pilots. In
1948 at Patuxent NAS he established the U.S. Naval
Test Pilot School, providing instruction to
experimental test pilots, flight test engineers, and
flight  test  flight  officers  in  the  processes  and

techniques of aircraft and systems testing and
evaluation. More than 4,000 graduates have been
produced to date.

Fritz Trapnell told a story about Admiral John J.
Hyland, at the time a commander, while flying
collided with an osprey and damaged a stabilizer,
which put the aircraft in peril, He put the aircraft into
landing configuration and slowly climbed to 10,000
feet at which time he developed serious control
problems. Trap recognized what was going on and
warned Hyland to bail out, which he did with the
parachute still swinging as he hit the water. He was
picked up by a crash boat and insisted Trap saved his
life. Hyland graduated from the Naval Academy in
1934 and completed naval aviation training in 1937
and went on to have a distinguished career in part as
a test pilot.

In April 1950 Trap took command of the aircraft
carrier, USS Coral Sea and later retired as a Vice
Admiral with many naval decorations and personal
honors. One year after his death in 1976 he received
perhaps his greatest honor. On April 1, 1976 the air
field at Naval Air Station Patuxent River was
officially named "Trapnell Field" in his honor. Trap
was a pioneer test pilot with a calculated daring and
prophetic vision which served to advance the science
of naval aviation test, and his contributions to
aviation were enormous.

Frederick “Fritz” M. Trapnell Jr. had a fifty-year
career in computer and software engineering and
engineering management – starting with IBM and
retiring in 2007 from Hewlett-Packard. He is a life-
long aviation enthusiast with a special affection for
naval aviation. He lives with his wife in Los Altos,
California. One reviewer wrote about Harnessing
the Sky, “A superior well written pre through post
WWII history as experienced by Trap. His skill and
talent as a Naval Aviator leads the reader through
almost all phases of the war in the Pacific and into
the 50's. Trap's test pilot and leadership skills still
have roots in the Naval Air Test Center. This is a
well-written book and an enjoyable read at all
levels.” The book is available from Amazon.com or
wherever fine books are sold.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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ELECTION SET FOR NOVEMBER

If to be mature is to be done, complete, sedate, and tired most mature adults would think longingly about being
young; another view is that to be mature is to be ready, whole, adept, and wise. For many chapter members the
continued emphasis is on paid or volunteer work, leisure, and relationships, a time to come to terms with their
lives.  The chapter provides opportunities for full participation in a leadership role.

The 2016 election of officers will be held in November in large part with a voice vote cast during the luncheon.
A very tentative officer slate, essentially the 2016 incumbent group, will be presented as follows:

     --President/CAPT Gil Borgardt, USNR (RET)
      --1st Vice President/ Programs/CDR Ralph Hunt, USN (RET)
      --2nd Vice President/Membership/CWO5 Robert Landgraf, USMC (RET)
      --Secretary/COL Warren Enos, USA (RET)
      --Treasurer/CAPT Keith Ott, USN (RET)
      --Immediate Past President/Lt. Col. Michael Sampognaro, USAF-Ret

Here is the list of the other members of the Board who are NOT up for election
Directors
      --CAPT Paul Barrish, USN (RET)
      --CWO4 Patrick Clark, USA RET)
      --Lt. Col Jay Craddock, USAF-Ret
      --CPT David Down, ARNG (RET)
      --CAPT Robert French, USN (RET)
      --Capt. Chris Kachulis, USAF-Ret
      --CAPT Lloyd McBeth, USN (RET)
      --Lt. Col. Neil Miles, USAF-RET
      --CDR Albert Mouns, USN (RET)
Professional Support
      --LTC Charlene Lee, USA-N (RET)/Surviving Spouse Liaison
      --Chaplain (Vacant)
Current Committee Chair Requirements
      --Military Travel (Vacant)
      --Legislation (Vacant)
      --Scholarships (Vacant)

These highly motivated officers are willing to continue service should no other members express an interest;
however, some current leaders just might like to transition to a different position. Nominations will be accepted
from the floor and the election will follow immediately, with the installation of officers taking place in December.
To be considered members must be prepared to offer a short biography; if interested, contact any officer without
delay—contact information is printed in The Bulletin.

For members who find the world challenging and fulfilling and who are fairly healthy, fairly well-funded,
active, and increasingly concerned with social mentoring, seeking vintage living and quality choices, and want to
make a difference, chapter leadership provides the reward that they have contributed personally to something
greater than themselves.
________________________
SOURCE: Board of Directors



CENTRAL COAST CEMETERY OPENS
The long-awaited Central Coast Veterans Cemetery at Fort Ord near Monterey opened Tuesday, October 11,

2016. Hundreds of attendees, many of them veterans—as well as nearly every prominent politician in the county
—gathered at the site off Parker Flats Road in Seaside. This new cemetery is available to Santa Clara County
Veterans.

A beautiful site on high ground overlooking the Pacific Ocean, the new cemetery has been years in planning
and construction. Phase one has been completed and includes 5,000 columbaria niches on 17 aces. Ultimately,
over the next 20 years, 11,500 grave sites will be provided including in-ground plots.

The Cemetery layout has been developed to include flexibility through sequential phases which allows the
Cemetery to be completed on an as-needed basis determined by the burial demands anticipated over the next 100
years.

Eligibility for burial at CCCVC is based on military service and is consistent with eligibility for interment or
burial at a National Veterans Cemetery operated by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Currently, burial
benefits include a columbarium niche, opening and closing of the niche, a niche cover, a burial flag, a Presidential
Memorial Certificate, and perpetual care of the vault. There is no charge for burial or interment of an eligible
Veteran. A fee applies to burial of the spouse or dependent children of an eligible Veteran.

One chapter member noted, “The registration for a columbarium can be requested pre-need by submitting a
DD-214 to Monterey or Santa Clara County Veterans Service Office; eligibility is determined by CALVET. I did
this and it worked OK.” Families who want to determine eligibility for Veterans and their dependents may
complete the Eligibility Determination Form at: www.calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/Pages/State-Veterans-
Cemeteries.aspx or contact the Monterey County Military Veterans Affairs Office at: Monterey County Military
& Veterans Affairs Office, 1200 Aguajito Road, Suite 003, Monterey, CA 93940, telephone 831-647-7613.

Some years ago, then Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said, “America is strong because of the men and
women in uniform who are willing to put their lives on the line to protect our freedoms. As Secretary of Defense,
I will forever be proud of those who responded to the call of duty . . . now and throughout our history. They heard
the call of the trumpet and they were there for us. Now it is our turn to be there for them. To give them the dignity
and honor of finding a final resting place near their families and their communities on the Central Coast. The
Veterans Cemetery is our way of saying thank you for the bravery, courage and sacrifices that have protected the
blessing of liberty for us and our children.”
__________________________________
SOURCE: Greater Monterey News Media
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GREAT WHITE FLEET
The Great White Fleet was the popular nickname for the United States Navy battle fleet that completed a

circumnavigation of the globe from December 16, 1907, to February 22, 1909, by order of United States President
Theodore Roosevelt. It consisted of 16 battleships divided into two squadrons, along with various escorts.
Roosevelt sought in part to demonstrate growing American military power and blue-water navy capability. The
hulls of these ships were painted a stark white, giving the armada the nickname “Great White Fleet.”

This Navy League of the United States Santa Clara Valley Council report is part of a series to be presented in a
spirit of cooperation and collaboration between local armed forces and related professional association members.

The Council’s Thursday evening, October 13th, membership meeting speaker was Naval History professor
Kenneth Hagan, who taught at the US Naval Academy and the Naval Postgraduate School. He provided a
revealing, interesting and entertaining presentation “The Cruise of the Great White Fleet,” providing some
fascinating and amusing photos. Specifically he offered a geopolitical background to one of the U.S. Navy’s most
dramatic and colorful expeditions, a description of the route and experiences, and the outcome. This was another
in a periodic series on naval history with the most recent being the Battle of Jutland.

The voyage of the Great White Fleet demonstrated both at home and on the world stage that the U.S. had
become a major sea power in the years after its triumph in the Spanish–American War, with possessions that
included Guam, the Philippines, and Puerto Rico. Beginning in 1898, relations between Tokyo and Washington
started to deteriorate. Since Japan had arisen as a major sea power, the deployment of the Great White Fleet was
therefore intended, again at least in part, to send a message to Tokyo that the American fleet could be deployed
anywhere, even from its Atlantic ports, and would be able to defend American interests in the Philippines and
Pacific.  This was a classic example of Roosevelt’s motto, “Speak softly but carry a big stick.”

Impressing peoples and their leaders, especially the Japanese, was Roosevelt’s purpose. The Japanese
regarded the Philippines as properly within the sphere of vital interests, and they resented the establishment of an
American colony with military and naval bases so close to their home islands. Since Japan had arisen as a major
sea power with the 1905 annihilation of the Russian fleet in the Russo-Japanese War, the end of which Roosevelt
arbitrated with decisions regarded by the Japanese as denying them some of the fruits of their victory. Events in
California, most notably the San Francisco School Board crisis of 1907, further antagonized the Japanese. The
voyage and visit to Tokyo to deliver a friendly warning about America’s sea fighting capabilities in Japanese
waters in the long run failed.

At the order of President Theodore Roosevelt, the battleships departed the east coast in December 1907 and
they returned in fine operational condition on 22 February 1909. Early in the cruise they visited several ports in
California including San Diego, Monterey and San Francisco. At each of these ports, and at most of the ones they
visited overseas, they were welcomed by enthusiastic crowds who had never before seen such a display of naval
might.
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The voyage was not unprecedented. Naval courtesy calls, many times in conjunction with the birthdays of
various monarchs and other foreign celebrations, had become common in the 19th century. They became
increasingly important with the rise of nationalism. During the Algeciras Conference in 1906, which was
convened to settle a diplomatic crisis between France and Germany over the fate of Morocco, Roosevelt had
ordered eight battleships to maintain a presence in the Mediterranean Sea.

The fleet itinerary included Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Valparaiso, Chile; Callao, Peru; San Francisco, Seattle,
WA and other Pacific Northwest ports; Hawaii; Samoa; Auckland, New Zealand; Sydney, Melbourne, and
Albany, Australia; Manila Bay, Philippines; Yokohama, Japan; Amoy, China; Columbo, Ceylon; Suez Canal;
the Mediterranean; Gibraltar; and return to Virginia.

Since the Panama Canal was not yet complete, the fleet had to pass through the Straits of Magellan, a very
dangerous undertaking. Rio de Janeiro provided a warm welcome to a metropolitan city. In port after port,
citizens in the thousands turned out to see and greet the fleet. The Great White Fleet visited Monterey,
California, from 1–4 May. In Australia the arrival of the Great White Fleet on 20 August 1908 was used to
encourage support for the forming of Australia's own navy. When the fleet sailed into Yokohama, the Japanese
went to extraordinary lengths to show that their country desired peace with the U.S.; thousands of Japanese
schoolchildren waved American flags to greet navy officials as they came ashore. In Sicily, the sailors helped in
recovery operations after the 1908 Messina earthquake.

The president observes the departure….

The Straits of Magellan…
Kansas sails ahead of Vermont as the fleet leaves
 Hampton Roads, Virginia on 16 December 1907.
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MUSEUM WORTH A VISIT
The Moffett Federal Airfield story, “Lighter than Air to Faster than Sound,” is well told in the small

cluster of Butler Buildings that make up the Moffett Field Museum at Bldg. 126, just across the road from
Hangar 1. It is a museum that is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. Chapter member LCDR
Tom Winant, USN (RET), a museum volunteer, briefs visitors on the history of Moffett Federal Airfield
from its inception as a Naval Air Station in the days of the giant airships to its ongoing work supporting
astronautics and space exploration.

Museum main entrance….

When visitors enter the museum they begin a chronological tour from the very first days when the
citizens of Sunnyvale purchased farmland and deeded it over to the Navy for $1.00, through the age of the
giant airship USS Macon, literally a ship of the air, and an aircraft carrier to boot. NAS Moffett Field was
named for RADM William A. Moffett, USN, the father of Naval Aviation, who perished in a tragic
accident at sea, a precursor to the demise of his project. As the tour continues visitors enter the realm of
Army Air Corps training, and then back to the Navy and blimps on ASW patrols during WWII. The
contribution that NAS Moffett Field made to the Hornet and the Doolittle Raid is not to be missed.

USS Macon…

Just past the entry way….

And don’t miss visiting the air park where you can see a U-2 spy plane, an F-104, an AH-1S Cobra
helicopter, one of the original Blue Angel F/A-18s that went through the wind tunnel, and see an Army
Cont'd pg 11

U-2
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BT-13 Basic Trainer, the same kind Chuck Yeager worked on as a mechanic, and is now being restored
by the volunteers who work at the museum.

The museum staff is eager to share the exciting and fascinating history of Moffett Field. The museum
is located at Moffett Field in the shadow of the iconic and historic Hangar One. Individuals, families,
and groups of all ages are welcome and knowledgeable docents provide especially memorable visits. The
facility is open Wednesday through Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Admission is $8 for adults and $5 for
seniors and a nominal fee for children.
_________________________
SOURCE: LCDR Tom Winant

Our Stories
WESTERN PACIFIC OCEAN

As a young Navy enlisted man, I was stationed on the USS Bennington CVA20, an Essex class aircraft
carrier of WWII vintage. I was in the Operations Radio Division. It was 1956, and we had been patrolling
the Formosan Straits for most of the year. We re-supplied at Yokuska Japan, visited Yokohama and Sasebo,
then back to patrol. Patrolling the Straits was boring with the exception of an encounter off and on with
Communist Chinese gunboats. General quarters broke up the monotony, and didn't last too long.

Japan in 1957 was interesting, safe, and the Japanese people were respectful, and perhaps a little fearful
of us. There wasn't much industry yet, mostly cottage shops making cigarette lighters and souvenirs. The
Japanese had an excellent and fast rail system though, and I travelled it extensively. All the major cities had
rail lines to Tokyo. From the central Tokyo station you could take a train most anywhere on the main
Japanese island. The further you got from the cities, into the countryside, the more interesting the country
and the people became. I saw a lot of Japan by train.
     While in the South Pacific we made stops in the Philippines, Okinawa, and Hong Kong,
which, of course was still under British rule. Hong Kong was interesting. After anchoring in the harbor, and
securing from anchor detail, I went up on the signal bridge and got on the signal light, signaling the Station
Ship, (A U.S. Navy Destroyer that maintained control of the harbor for Navy ships.) The station ship swung
anchor in the harbor for six months before being relieved by another ship, so her sailors knew Hong Kong
well.

After a few moments, I got a reply on the light. (We signaled with Morse code, and as a Ham, (Radio
Amateur) and a Navy radioman, I could read and send Morse code.) I identified myself as Herb, and the
respondent said, "the handle here is Bob". I suspected I had another Ham on the light, by the terminology
"handle".

Bob said, "Hey, I know a Herb. Went to high school with him, we ran around a lot together." I replied,
"Yeah, I know a Bob from high school too... You wouldn't be Bob Welch would you." Well, yes, it was my
good 'ol buddy Bob Welch, and I can tell you we had some good times in Hong Kong while I was there. Of
course Bob knew all the best places to eat, had access to the Correspondents' Club and knew all the best
places to see on the island.

Leaving Hong Kong, we were headed to Sydney Australia, to become the first American aircraft carrier
to dock in Australia since WWII. And I was to become the first American sailor on Australian TV.... But
that is another story. (When I was a kid, we had to wade through 9 feet of shag carpet to change TV
channels.)
_________________________
SOURCE: The Old Tinkerman
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In the Mediterranean the fleet was split into four divisions, with ships visiting Athens, Malta, Algeria, Naples,
Tangier, Marseilles, Tripoli, Smyrna, and Gibraltar.

In February 1909, Roosevelt was in Hampton Roads, Virginia, to witness the triumphant return of the fleet
from its long voyage, and what he saw as a fitting finish for his administration. What was the meaning of it all?
There was a technological revolution; a strategic revolution; demonstration of Pan-Pacific power; and a failed
attempt to thwart Japanese expansion. To the officers and men of the fleet Roosevelt said, "Other nations may do
what you have done, but they'll have to follow you." This parting act of grand strategy by Roosevelt greatly
expanded foreign respect for the United States, as well as its role in the international arena.

The Navy League has grown into the foremost citizens’ organization to serve, support and stand with all the
sea services – the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine. Those
interested in participation with the Santa Clara Valley Council should contact LCDR Tom Winant, USN (RET) in
Los Altos, telephone (650) 678-7120.
______________________________
SOURCE: Professor Kenneth Hagan

Suez…
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Repeal	the	SBP/DIC	Offset.

The Surviving Spouse Advisory Committee, Military Officers Association of America, continues to
work toward garnering co-sponsorship and support for H.R. 1594 and S.979 to repeal the
SBP/DIC Offset.  Currently, H.R. 1594 has 206 co-sponsors and S. 979 has 30 co-sponsors.  If
congressional leaders cannot find a way to financially support the full repeal of the offset under
these bills, we ask for their support for H.R. 4519 which has 11 co-sponsors to extend both the
Special Survivor Indemnity Allowance (SSIA) payment and sunset provision.  The current SSIA
bill sunsets October 2017.

Please ask all surviving spouses in your chapters and chapter members, especially those who have
participated in the SBP/DIC Program (their spouses will be impacted upon their demise), to
contact their Congressmen and Senators to garner their support for each of these bills.

Dog Tags
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

Not long after entry onto active duty many armed forces personnel are issued “dog tags,” an
informal term for the identification tags worn by military personnel because of their resemblance to
animal registration tags. Fabricated from corrosion-resistant metal, they have personal information
about the soldiers and convey essential basic medical information, such as blood type and history of
inoculations, as well as religions preference. The tags provide identification when personnel become
incapacitated.

During the American Civil War from 1861–1865, some soldiers pinned paper notes with their
name and home address to the backs of their coats. Other soldiers stenciled identification on their
knapsacks or scratched it in the soft lead backing of their army belt buckle. Chapter members
would do well to carry the equivalent of dog tags in their wallet or purse or otherwise nearby.

Such tags, such as MedicAlert bracelets, are available today and are used to identify their
wearers and specify them as having health problems that may render them incapable of providing
treatment guidance, interact adversely with medical treatments, provide in case of emergency
("ICE") contact information and/or state a religious, moral, or other objection to artificial
resuscitation.

Dog tags are easily home-made. Create a short narrow type size 10 typewritten document
headed “Emergency Notification” with name and date plus a listing in order of importance of
persons to call; on the reverse side type name and date and then list blood type if known, any
allergies, inoculation record as appropriate, religions preference, key medical issues, the names and
contact information of primary care physician and medical specialists, as well as current
medications. Protect the document with plastic shipping tape and the job is done.
__________________
SOURCE: Wikipedia
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Legislative Report

Salvation for the Mentally Self-destructive
By:  William Andersen CDR USNR Retired

On 13 September 2016 to his praise, California Governor Edmund Brown Jr. approved Assembly
Bill AB 2273 making it California law that attempting suicide is a mental illness not a crime. This law
will prevent the prosecution of members of the active militia and National Guard who have attempted
to commit suicide, which is considered a crime in the military.

Suffering personnel will feel safe to seek help without fear of being punished for committing a federal
crime. Instead of prison for these mentally distressed individuals, they will be counseled in the
Behavioral Health Liaison Program and receive assistance and counseling, and referrals to other
facilities as soon as possible. For the chronically depressed saved by this care it may mean a return to
normal life and a return to military duty. To the military it may increase retention.

This more considerate new law, which is to the advantage of the service, could also be used by
unscrupulous personnel to their advantage. There would be “nothing to lose” by faking depression to
escape from the service for an “Early Out” free from fear of being punished for a crime.

In Case of Death -- What to Do
eBenefiits
(if receiving a disability claim)
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov
1-800-827-1000, Prompt 6
Medicaire
https://www.medicare.gov
Make sure you have the person's Social Security Number.
Call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213, OR at the site http://www.
socialsecurity.gov click Benefits then Survivors for the information when one
of us dies.
My Pay
(if retired military)
https://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.aspx
http;11/4/2016www,dfas.mil/retired military/survivors/Retiree- death.html
   Soc Sec
http://www.socialsecurity.gov
Make sure you have the person's Social Security Number.
Call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213, OR at the site http://www.
socialsecurity.gov click Benefits then Survivors for the information when one
of us dies.
Tri Care
http://www.tricare4u.com
Call 1-866-773-0404 and listen to prompts. Then resond with "Operator".

After informing them they should connect you to DEERS @1-800-938-9552,
and DEERS will connect you to Express Scripts @ 1-877-363-1303
      					Remember	one	may	need	SSANs,	birth	dates	and	date	of	death.
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News for Veterans - October 2016

The president of the National Guard Association of California (NGAC) sent out
this letter:

It is time once again to report on our partnership with the Golden Gate University (GGU) Veterans
Legal Advocacy Center and inform you of the Veterans Conference we will be supporting at GGU
on November 3, 2016. Additional information is enclosed in this newsletter.  Everyone is welcome
to attend.
As you may recall from one of my previous messages, NGAC entered into a partnership with GGU
School of Law to support the establishment of a Veterans Law Advocacy Center (VLAC) in San
Francisco http://law.ggu.edu/clinics-and-centers/veterans/.  As mentioned previously, the
purpose of the VLAC is to provide low/no-cost services to veterans seeking to obtain health care
and other benefits from the Veterans Administration. The GGU School of Law uses existing funds
to operate the VLAC.  It is the only law school center of its kind in all of Northern California solely
dedicated to serving veterans. We will continue to do our part to support funding and expansion of
VLAC services. Serving the veterans community remains a top priority for the NGAC.
If you are in the Northern California area and need assistance regarding matters before the VA, or
other related services, the GGU VLAC can be contacted at:
Attention: Veterans Legal Advocacy Center
Golden Gate University School of Law
536 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 369-5225
The VLAC Director is Professor Dan Devoy. Professor Devoy can be reached at ddevoy@ggu.edu.
My best wishes to all for a great fall season.
                                                                            John Haramalis

   President NGAC

TRAVEL PLANS

* I have been in many places, but I've never been in Kahoots. Apparently, you can't go
alone. You have to be in Kahoots with someone.
     * I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there.

* I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven there. I
have made several trips there, thanks to my children, friends, family and work.

* I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical
activity anymore.
    * I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too often.
    * I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.
    * Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older.

* One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenaline flowing and
pumps up the old heart! At my age, I need all the stimuli I can get!

* I may have been in Continent, but I don't remember what country that was in. It's an age
thing. They tell me it is very wet and damp there.



The Farallon Triangle
By William Andersen CDR USNR Retired

The Bermuda Triangle is famous: it is an area of
ocean off the Southeast of the U.S. where for many
years ships and aircraft have mysteriously
disappeared. Not to be left out of triangular danger,
the West Coast has, what I refer to as, the Farallon
Triangle, less well known but perhaps deadlier:
Almost two hundred ships wrecked and sank there in
the last 200 years. The sinkings in the Farallon
Triangle were not of mysterious causes as were many
in the Bermuda Triangle: they were straight forward
and well known, having occurred in the proximity of
the City of San Francisco.

The Farallon Triangle is an area from the Golden
Gate to Point Reyes to the north, to the Farallon
Islands in the west, to Pillar Point to the south. The
water current through the Golden Gate runs from one
to six knots, the shores are mountainous, and the
wind blows from nothing to 30 or 40 knots. Outside
the Gate heavy fog moving in and out frequently
reduces visibility to a few yards. From offshore even
in clear weather a mariner could not distinguish the
Gate from the coastline on either side of it until the
construction of the Golden Gate Bridge. The hills
inside San Francisco Bay blend with the hills outside.
So sailing ships relying only on wind and machine
powered ships relying on unreliable engines and
equipment and sometimes captains and pilots relying
on poor judgment and none able to see through thick
fog or darkness, drifted and sailed blindly onto areas
of large waves and into great rocks. Radio, radar,
GPS, and modern navigational aids have eliminated
most devastating maritime accidents, but there are
still
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The Farallon Islands

tragedies in the Farallon Triangle. During a race on
the 14th of April 2012, two tall, breaking waves
hurled a 38 foot sailboat onto the rocks of the
Farallones. The boat and four of the seven crewmen
were lost. In maneuvering to disembark a San
Francisco Bay pilot on the 14th of December 2015
eight nautical miles outside of the Golden Gate at
night in rough seas, the containership Manoa lost a
dozen empty containers when broadsided by a large
wave.

Fellow officers,

Please review the following MOAA video
and promote it.  It's a great video to maybe
push a member over the edge from "Basic"
to "Premium" or "Premium" to "Life"
membership.  Thank you for all you do for
MOAA.
 Click the link.  If it doesn't work, copy and
paste it to your browser, then view.
https://www.moaa.org/whyMOAA/?
utm_source=nex&utm_medium=email&utm
_campaign=whyMOAA

Our membership committee has been working on
several ideas to keep and recruit members. One of
the great ideas is shown on  Page 17.  You can help
by using this page to show any potential member
the reasons to join both SVC and MOAA national.
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SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org,  a  shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org.     You
can also get to it from the national MOAA site:
Put the cursor over Chapters and select  Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The

phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,

201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on

page 2 of The Bulletin. B
Don’t Get Sick, Get Stuck

TRICARE beneficiaries can get the flu shot at no
cost from their doctor, a participating retail
network pharmacy or from a military hospital or
clinic. If you get the shot at a pharmacy, make
sure that you get it from the pharmacist. If it is
administered by another health professional at a
clinic within the pharmacy, it may not be covered.
If you get your flu shot from a military hospital or
clinic, you may want to call ahead to find a good
time and make sure it is available. This year, the
recommended flu vaccine is an injectable flu shot.
In previous years, a nasal spray called FluMist
was also available.

Actually some do from California

Membership dues:
As you are aware, each year the SVC annual dues

(which are separate from MOAA National dues) are
required for all SVC Members but not required for
Surviving Spouse (formerly called Auxiliary).

The SVC Board recently approved the following
related to dues for 2017:
Renew by 1 December 2016 – $25.00
Renew by 31 January 2017 - $30.00
Renew after 1 February 2017 – $35.00

These dates are required because the SVC
Membership Committee needs to report to MOAA
National, the names of all the “SVC 2017 Renewed
Members” on/or before the date stated.

These dues are to be received by the Chapter
Treasurer in our SVC PO Box on or before the stated
date (or deliver in person at a SVC luncheon on or
before the stated date).

Along with the completed renewal form found on the
next page of SVC Bulletin, please mail your check,
made out to the “SVC-MOAA”, to the following:

SVC-MOAA
PO Box 2

Moffett Field Federal Airfield, CA 94035

The SVC Membership Committee thanks you in
advance.



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Surv Spouse____
Annual Dues:  If PAID by 1 Dec  $25.00, If PAID by 31 Jan $30.00, After 31 Jan $35.00   $______
(Surv Spouse– Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________
Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made
to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Nov 2016

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 11 Nov.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 17 Nov Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: SVC MOAA
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

First Class Mail


