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PRESIDENT: CAPT Paul Barrish USN 
408-356-7531
1st Vice President: LTC Mike Sampognaro USAF 
408-779-7389
2nd Vice President: LTC Jay Craddock USAF 
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Secretary: COL Warren Enos AUS 
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Treasurer: CAPT Lloyd McBeth USN 
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CWO4 Pat Clark USA 408-267-0136
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Auxiliary Liaison
   Mrs Patricia Pogue Auxiliary 650-948-4303
Chaplain
   Chaplain Fred Tittle USMC 650-961-2019
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
   LTC Mike Sampognaro USAF 408-779-7389
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
  CDR Al Mouns USN 408-257-5629
Programs
   LTC Jesse Craddock USAF 650-968-0446
ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark USA 408-267-0135
CAL-MOAA/ROA Liaison
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
Membership/Recruitment
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
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   CAPT Paul Barrish USN 408-356-7531
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COL Keith Giles
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The Chapter Board meets at 129th Support Group, 
Bldg 653

Moffett Federal Airfield
through the courtesy of

COL STEVE BUTOW, CO

“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
by the Silicon Valley Chapter, MOAA

P.O. BOX 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

Corner of Wescoat Rd and Wescoat Ct

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS

S i l i c o n  Va l l e y  C h a p t e r
M i l i t a r y  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a

Volume IX Issue 10 November 2012

15 Nov Board Meeting 10:00 AM
9 Nov Luncheon 11:00 AM
6 Dec Board Meeting 10:00 AM

20 Dec Cycle Tour 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

15 November 2012

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Mr. Kristopher Rowberry
Communications Coordinator for Airship 

Ventures

Sightseeing Around the Bay Area

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Renew, Renew, Renew
Don’t forget to check the renewal form if you’re 
a national MOAA member, and roughly when 

you joined SVC or PROC
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Sometimes we all feel like a 
snapdragon - no snap and 
everything draggin’. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

A s this is written in mid-
September the coming 

months provide the opportunity to 
serve Chapter members, support 
wounded warriors, share the ben-
efits of SVC with those who don’t 
yet know us, and pass the life les-
sons about military service to our 
next generations. Here is a list of 
activities – see if any of these “fit” 
you and your abilities. Let me know 
if the SVC can help you along the 
path.

Our 94th Veterans Day, 11 
November, falls on a Sunday this 
year. Perhaps you will be attending 
the parade in San Jose? Opening 
ceremony is at 11 AM at Cezar 
Chavez Plaza.

Or you might wear your 
uniform, your medals, or your SVC 
name badge to worship?

Some Pastors will acknowledge 
Veterans at Worship services on 
this day, asking them to stand – you 
can talk to them before, if you want 
to encourage this activity.

You might write a note to your 
grandkids (or your God children) 
about Veterans Day and its origin.  

Some SVC members have been 
interviewed by 8th graders from 
local schools and provided details 
about life in the military – this can 
be a very meaningful experience 
for both the interviewer and the 
interviewee. Participation helps 
share – only 1 % serve but the 
next generations need to hear your 
stories.

Renew your SVC membership; 
the form is attached to this bulletin. 
There are new questions this year 
for returning members: To help 
the Board do a better job for you 
we are asking when you joined the 

SVC/PROC – estimated dates are 
OK and help us track retention. 
Also we are asking if you belong 
to MOAA National? There are 
real benefits attached to that 
membership and reduced prices for 
stepping up to Life Membership 
over age 75 apply.

Contact your Legislators, 
mention there are 2 million Veterans 
in California and that you are one 
of them. If you have established a 
relationship with them, bring that to 
their attention and consider letting 
them know you are a member of 
the Silicon Valley Chapter MOAA 
and will be expressing yourself (as 
their supporter, if that’s how you 
feel) at the polls in November. B

Paul

NOVEMBER SPEAKER

T he chapter’s November 
speaker will be Mr. Kristo-

pher Rowberry, Communications 
Coordinator for Airship Ventures, 
a company operating the Zeppelin 
“Eureka” out of its home base at 
Moffett Federal Airfield, an airship 
frequently seen in skies throughout 
the Bay Area displaying advertise-
ments. The presentation will be an 
overview of airship history, with a 
focus on Moffett Field, current and 
planned uses of such aircraft by the 
military, as well as certain civilian 
applications.

Airship Ventures Inc. is a private 
company offering sightseeing 
rides in a 12-passenger Zeppelin 
NT out of Hangar 2 at Moffett 
Field. In 2008, their airship, built 
by Zeppelin in Germany, was one 
of two zeppelins in the world. 
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At 246 feet long it used to be the 
largest airship in the world until the 
Long-Endurance Multi-Intelligence 
Vehicle (LEMV) had its first 
flight in 2012. Its flight en-route 
from Beaumont, Texas, to the Bay 
Area was the first Zeppelin flight 
in the United States in 71 years. 
A husband-wife team, Alexandra 
and Brian Hall of Los Gatos, owns 
the company. One of their pilots, 
Katherine “Kate” Board, is the only 
female Zeppelin pilot in the world.

The Long Endurance Multi-
Intelligence Vehicle (LEMV) is a 
hybrid military airship developed 
by Northrop Grumman and 
Hybrid Air Vehicles for the United 
States Army which will provide 
intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance support for ground 
troops. On August 9, 2012 the first 
flight of Northrop Grumman’s 
robotic LEMV took place in New 
Jersey. The test run proved that the 
LEMV could take off, steer and 
land smoothly, and started a series 
of exercises that should culminate 
in combat trials over Afghanistan 
at the start of 2013. “The Army’s 
airship is really ugly compared to 
the Eureka,” says Mr. Rowberry.

Cruising at 35 miles per hour 
above the ground, passengers can 
walk around the comfortable cabin, 
take pictures, talk with friends, and 
get spectacular 360-degree vistas 
through the panoramic windows. 
Brian of San Francisco offers this 
review: “I have flown on the Eureka 
twice now, once on the Bay Area 
tour departing out of Oakland, and 
once from Moffett Field all the way 
to Long Beach. Since I am the guy 
who always gets a window seat 
on airplanes, the Zeppelin tour is 
definitely for me - huge windows 

and plenty of time to look around. 
I really enjoyed talking to the pilots 
and learning about the intricacies 
of Zeppelins, too. On both trips 
the weather was flawless, and the 
views were just spectacular! There 
is simply no better way to sightsee 
if you ask me. Going to Long 
Beach was especially amazing, we 
saw a sunset along the coast and 
dusk lights, and flew right over 
LAX! It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. And guess what, I will 
probably go again! For me life is 
about enjoying the journey, and that 
epitomizes a Zeppelin ride!” B

Source: Airship Ventures

HOUSING HELP

L ast month’s Bulletin men-
tioned Chaplain Fred Tittle’s 

effort to get and modify transitional 
housing on and near Moffett Field 
for disabled vets. Here’s a photo 
of Fred and volunteer workers. B

AUXILIARY CORNER

S afeguard Your Documents 
We all have important docu-

ments. Are yours organized? Can 
they be retrieved when needed? Do 
yourself and your loved ones a fa-

vor and get these papers in order. 

Here are some suggestions:
*To enable you or a family 

member to gain quick access 
when necessary, store one set of 
your important papers at home in 
a fireproof lockbox or safe. You 
might want to store a second set in 
a safe-deposit box at your financial 
institution and give a copy to your 
attorney. The executor of your will 
should have a copy of your will, 
the trustee and successor trustee of 
your trust should have copies of the 
trust, and the person named in your 
durable power of attorney should 
have a copy of that document.

*Update your documents from 
time to time as needed:

*Upon the death of a family 
member, particularly the loss of a 
spouse, revisit your documents, and 
make sure they’re up to date

*If you move, wills tend to be 
pretty portable from state to state, 
but probate procedures might vary. 
A living trust might make sense in 
some states but not in others. To 
find out, contact an attorney.

*As time goes by, perhaps the 
person who accepted your power 
of attorney is no longer able to 
carry out the duty or has moved 
or passed away. Make sure your 
family members know not only 
that your documents are in a home 
safe or a financial institution safe-

Continued on Page 4
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deposit box but also know who has 
the combination to the safe or the 
key and authorization to the safe-
deposit box. Keep in mind that tax 
and estate laws change, so review 
your documents at least annually. 
They might require an update. 
Discard old documents that are no 
longer needed or are invalid.

You’ll gain a sense of relief from 
knowing everything is in order and 
in the right place of family members 
need to access your documents. B

Source:  The Affiliate

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATION

C hapter leaders took swift ac-
tion during the first and sec-

ond weeks of September to support 
certain California Veterans legisla-
tion as requested by Sacramento 
legislative advocate Pete Conaty 
and Associates. Conaty, a retired 
U.S. Army lieutenant colonel and 
an experienced legislative affairs 
specialist, develops potential new 
legislation for the California State 
Commanders Veterans Council 
(CSCVC) and indirectly SVC chap-
ter through the California Council 
of Chapters (CALMOAA).

On 4 September MOAA chapters 
and other veterans throughout the 
state were asked to contact the 
Governor’s Office and request 
support for the following bills,:

*AB 2371/Butler
This bill would authorize a court 

to refer to a mental health program 
restorative relief to a criminal 
defendant who is a veteran with 
mental health issues resulting from 
their military service.

*AB 2611/Butler

This bill would authorize superior 
courts to develop and implement 
Veterans treatment courts.

*SB 661/Lieu
This bill seeks to set limits on the 

picketing and protesting of funerals 
for fallen service members.

Board members individually 
called the Governor’s office and left 
an appropriate message; the board 
authorized fax delivery of a letter 
to the Governor’s office; finally, 
chapter leaders tried to contact 
many chapter members, specifically 
those with e-mail addresses, and 
provide an opportunity to support 
passage of very important bills. B
Source:  Pete Conaty & Associates 

BUS TO HAMADAN
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 
accompanied her husband, MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

E ver since our Caspian camp-
ing trip Mary Gharagozlou 

had been urging me to come visit 
her in Hamadan and to bring Cra-
gin, who was here, the same age as 
her daughter, Nargess. I was keen to 
see Hamadan, which had been the 
capital of the Median Empire until 
the Medes fell to the Archimedean 
Persian Empire. It was almost time 
for us to leave Tehran and I realized 
that if I was going to get to Hama-
dan, it had to be now or never. We 
were to go by bus and Mary would 
meet us with her new pickup truck 
and then drive us back to Tehran in 
time for the big farewell reception 
Genmish was having for us. After 

we had seen all the sights in Hama-
dan she wanted to drive us up to her 
village in her jeep. Mary had been 
to an agricultural school in America 
and wanted to show me the wonders 
she had done with the fields of her 
village. The most foolhardy part of 
this trip, I felt, was going to be that 
bus trip. Little did I realize just how 
foolhardy the whole expedition was 
going to prove to be. At 6:00 AM on 
a Friday morning in June Dana put 
Cragin and me on the bus. Mary and 
I had agreed on the day and I sent 
her a telegram to confirm the time 
of our arrival.

The first class busses had motors 
made by General Motors and bodies 
made by the Iranians. Someplace 
along the line I think the springs 
got left out in the shuffle. The small 
wooden seats, four on either side 
of a narrow aisle, had tiny chrome 
arms and thinly padded seats 
covered with oilcloth. At the front 
of the bus were four seats that were 
some three steps down from the rest 
of the seats in the bus. The driver sat 
in the second seat from the left and 
passengers sat on either side of him. 
The seat by the door was for the 
doorman and fare collector with just 
barely enough room left to squeeze 
in and out the door.

As this was a first class bus we 
sailed right along passing by all 
the people trying to wave us down. 
We first stopped in Kazvin for tea 
and then later at a little roadside 
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restaurant for lunch. They had 
literally sprinkled the ground with 
water under the large shade trees so 
that it was quite cool and pleasant. 
There were two or three flat wooden 
platforms covered with rugs placed 
over a little jube in case anybody 
wanted to stretch out for a nap. I had 
brought a satchel with hardboiled 
eggs, some sandwiches, cucumbers 
and canned juice and I spread this 
on one of the rickety unpainted 
tables under the trees and ordered 
two glasses of tea for Cragin and 
me. The Persians drank their tea 
exceedingly hot and strong in small 
glasses which fit into a metal holder 
with handle. They loaded it with 
rock sugar and sometimes even 
sipped the tea through more rock 
sugar popped into their mouth.

We reached Hamadan about 2:00 
PM, but Mary was not there. B
Adventures in Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

A t the October board meet-
ing President Paul Bar-

rish found it unnecessary to con-
stitute a nominating committee for 
2013 since all directors and officers 
agreed to continue in place. How-
ever, any member interested in a 
leadership role will have plenty of 
opportunity to serve.

First, a majority of chapter 
leaders have been serving literally 
for years and change is a good thing. 
Although they are willing to serve 
next year, some would welcome a 
replacement. Any member willing 
to serve as an officer or director 
would be very favorably considered.

In addition, some directors and 

officers are serving as chair of 
multiple committees and it would 
be important for members to step 
forward and accept some key roles. 
There is real value in new energy 
and motivation as well as a plethora 
of new ideas. Who will manage 
the 2013 Membership program? 
Is there a member who will brief 
the board on state and federal 
legislative issues? Will someone 
begin an orientation program 
leading to designation as Programs 
chair? There is an opportunity 
pending to make a difference by 
serving members as a Personal 
Affairs advisor. And, for someone 
with an interest in and capability 
with computers there might be an 
opportunity to help edit the newsletter, 
The Bulletin, and perhaps be named 
editor at a later date.

Auxiliaries are particularly 
welcome. As noted already, there 
are officers and directors accepting 
multiple roles only because others 
cannot or for some reason will 
not participate fully in the affairs 
of the chapter by helping conduct 
the chapter’s business. These 
are opportunities for service, 
camaraderie, good fun, and where 
there is a chance to utilize the skills 
of the commissioned officer.

Members who are willing to 
move into a chapter leadership 
role can begin the process by 
contacting President Paul Barrish 
at telephone (408) 356-7531. B

Source: Board Minutes

LUNCHEON SPEAKERS

P rogram Chair Lt. Col. Jay 
Craddock, USAF-Ret, and 

others have been working hard to 
provide relevant, educational, and 
entertaining luncheon speakers, 
with a focus on chapter member 
opinions as summarized in an ear-
lier speaker survey. Although the 
sample size was not large, members 
were quick to share ideas and pref-
erences, which resulted in speaker 
selections in line with member in-
terests.

The following information 
is provided for use by chapter 
members who would like to 
recommend future speakers. The 
numbers represent the percentage 
of members who mentioned the 
particular subject area.

*Military:  Earned entitlements 
(52%); War on terrorism (52%); 
Veterans affairs (47%); and Military 
history (43%);

*Politics/Current Affairs: 
International affairs (47%); Political 
analysis (39%); History (34%);

*Business/Economics: 
Economic outlook (39%); Global 
economy (34%); Energy policy 
(34%);

*Health/Wellness: Senior issues 
(34%); Medical technology (34%); 

Continued on Page 6
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Law enforcement/crime (30%);
*Motivation/Achievement: 

Worldwide adventure (26%); Space 
aviation (22%);

*Travel/Transportation: Member 
trip reports (48%); Domestic travel 
(30%); International travel (30%);

*Arts/Society: Authors (43%).
Members showed little interest in 

subject areas such as Human rights 
(4%); Patriotism (8%); Futurists 
(0%); Ethics/Values (4%); Stress 
management (0%); Relationships 
(0%); Social trends (8%); Musical 
acts (2%).

Members are encouraged to 
contact Jay Craddock, telephone 
(650) 968-0446, in order to 
schedule a favorite or highly 
recommended speaker. B

Source: Speaker Survey

STRATEGIC PLANNING

B oard members are in the pro-
cess of preparing a strategy 

for 2013 based on guidance from 
national MOAA. The focus will be 
on goals, statements of a general na-
ture which will help fulfill the chap-
ter’s purposes, and objectives which 
are seen as specific and measurable 
outcomes set forth within a time-
frame for accomplishment, all in ac-
cordance with the notion that if the 
objectives are met the goals will be 
accomplished and in turn the grand 
strategy will be realized. The 2013 
budget will be developed to support 
this plan. All members are invited, 
indeed encouraged, to comment on 
both process and content.

Statewide Liaison: Officials 
will participate fully in the events 
and activities of national MOAA, 

the California State Commander’s 
Veterans Council (CSCVC), and 
the California Council of Chapters 
(CAL-MOAA), and especially 
the board meetings and state 
conventions, all in an effort to 
obtain information and support 
of value, become aware of best 
practices, have direct access to 
federal and state legislators, and in 
short leverage the organization’s 
“One Powerful Voice!”

Membership:  The chapter will 
undertake an annual membership 
drive carefully coordinated with 
MOAA’s program, one which 

will emphasize both new member 
recruitment and retention, which in 
2013 will center on an effort to attract 
national members not affiliated with 
a local chapter. The overall effort 
will be characterized by personal 
contact versus over-reliance on 
media appeals as well as aggressive 
follow-up of individuals who have 
not renewed their memberships.

Community Outreach:  In 2013 
board members choose to expand 
support given to groups and 
individuals in the local military 
community and specifically to 
wounded warriors and others who 
have served the nation honorably. 
Examples include reinforcing the 

efforts of local Veterans coalitions, 
participating fully with groups like 
the Community Covenant, and 
assisting the needy in and around 
the Moffett Federal Airfield region. 
Efforts will continue to solicit 
donations for organizations such 
as Fisher House, United Services 
Organization (USO), Paws for 
Purple Hearts, and especially for the 
ROTC programs at San Jose State 
University and the University of 
Santa Clara, perhaps with an early 
Bronco Battalion effort to help fund 
the upcoming Spring 2013 Bataan 
Death March held in New Mexico.

Scholarships:  The use of 
scholarship donated funds over 
the past few years has been very 
effective; however, the view of 
some board members is that the 
dollar value of scholarships should 
be reduced from $1,000 to $500 in 
order to fund some very important 
community-based projects and 
programs, thereby bringing benefits 
to more groups and individuals.

Financial Resources:  In order 
to provide adequate resources for 
an ambitious 2013 program, board 
members will investigate the use 
of certain fund-raising programs 
which have been successful with 
other chapters in California and 
throughout the nation. Chapter 
members have been generous in the 
past, and there is assurance that if the 
needs are truly worthy and called to 
the attention of members and others 
donations will be forthcoming.

Members who have suggestions 
or comments related to the 
strategic planning process are 
encouraged to contact CAPT Paul 
Barrish, USN (RET), president, 
telephone (408) 356-7531. B

Source:  Board Minutes



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve_____ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer____Widow(er)_____ 

National MOAA Member____When did you join SVC_MOAA or PROC?____________

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.

This Space
For Rent

Michael Sampognaro
LTC USAF(RET)

1645 San Pedro Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
www.morganhillcellars.com
408 779 7389 Fax 408 779 9083 michael@morganhillcellars.com



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
November 2012

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 November

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   15 November Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  an 
undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

If you 
h a v e n ’ t 
r e n e w e d , 
do it now.
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