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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

The mark of a true M.B.A. is that 
he is often wrong but seldom in 
doubt. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

R ecently a member of the 
Silicon Valley Chapter 

asked me “if the organization was 
complying with our bylaws?”  All 
Chapter members deserve to know 
what rules we follow.  We are pret-
ty “open and transparent” about 
our proceedings.  Here are some 
places you as individual members 
can see what we are doing:

Extracts from our minutes are 
included in the monthly Bulletin, 
usually in the form of articles that 
“tell a story.”  Copies of minutes 
are available from the Secretary. 
Members of SVC are invited to 
board meetings  - see page 1 of the 
Bulletin for details.

The rules we use to arrive at 
board decisions are posted on 
the SVC web site under the title 
“Bylaws.”  Some background on 
the bylaws  - they were initially 
enacted in the 1950s when the 
club was formed as the Peninsula 
Retired Officers Club (PROC). 
Undoubtedly this founding group 
was representative of the “greatest 
generation” which mobilized  for 
WW II.  The bylaws have been 
modified several times to reflect 
changes in our society; those who 
are interested should view the 
history section on our web site or 
ask a friend to help you get access. 
Here is a goal contained in the 
preamble of our bylaws:

To aid active and retired 
personnel of the various services 
from which our members are 
drawn, their dependents and 
survivors, in every proper and 
legitimate manner.

As always with man-made 
rules, they are not perfect and 
immutable. The current set of 

bylaws were approved in 1991 
and amended in 1998; reading 
them shows they are serviceable.  
Like the National constitution we 
follow, amendments can keep us 
from steering by looking just to 
the past.  When our organization 
began as PROC, only WW II 
dominated our experience.  Shortly 
thereafter, the Korean conflict and 
other manifestation of a bi-polar 
Cold War shaped our military life 
for the next 40+ years and many of 
us were Reserves with just a small 
number mobilized.  

For the last 10 years, the military 
has been very different – we lived 
through these changes: Draft gone; 
Base Realignments and Closures 
with large impact here in Silicon 
Valley; downsized active duty 
numbers and lots of mobilizations 
for Guard Units and  Individual 
Augmentation by reservists; 
repeated combat exposure for 
active and mobilized forces and 
attendant family separations with 
burdens on spouses and children.

The reasons this Chapter was 
formed remain in place but there 
are some new perspectives; we 
have been increasingly providing 
support for wounded service 
members treated at Palo Alto 
Veterans Hospital. Our directors 
will be addressing this topic of 
veterans support at future monthly 
board meetings - come and observe 
us or read about it in the Bulletin.  

Our ability to meet the needs 
of these deserving veterans in the 
future is dependant on your support.  
Some of our members volunteer at 
local VA medical facilities, many 
donate to the causes the SVC 
validates or others that support 
veterans and ALL club members 
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are able to participate in legislative 
“activism”  - letting our elected 
representatives know that they must 
support veterans who have served to 
keep our Nation well defended. B

CAPT Paul Barrish

MAY SPEAKER

T he May speaker will be Dr. Jo-
seph Felter, Senior Research 

Scholar, Center for International 
Security and Cooperation Stanford 
University. He will provide an il-
lustrated presentation about world 
terrorism and specifically current 
counter-insurgency warfare.

Dr. Felter is a retired U.S. 
Army colonel completing a career 
as a Special Forces and foreign 
area officer with service in a 
variety of special operations and 
diplomatic assignments. He has 
conducted defense and security 
assistance missions across East and 
Southeast Asia and has participated 
in operational deployments to 
Panama, Iraq, and Afghanistan. He 
has testified before the US Senate 
and appeared frequently on major 
news networks discussing terrorism, 
insurgency, and national security 
issues.

When U.S. troops first went 
into Afghanistan the strategy 
focused on targeting insurgents. 
Today the U.S. military’s counter-
insurgency strategy centers on 
protecting the population, with 
emphasis on political and economic 
development. The objective is to 
win the hearts and minds of the 
population; if successful, the people 
likely will provide direct support 
and assistance to allied forces.  

Prior to his arrival at Stanford, 
Dr. Felter led the International 
Security and Assistance Force, 
Counter-insurgency Advisory and 
Assistance Team in Afghanistan 
reporting directly to Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal and Gen. David 
Petraeus and advising them on 
counter-insurgency strategy. Felter 
held leadership positions in the 
US Army Rangers and Special 
Forces and directed the Combating 
Terrorism Center at West Point from 
2005-2008. The Center provides 
education, research and policy 
analysis in terrorism, counter-
terrorism, homeland security, and 
weapons of mass destruction.

Dr. Felter, a research fellow at the 
Hoover Institution, has published 
many articles on counter-insurgency 
and has focused on the study of 
how to address the root causes of 
terrorism and political violence.

During his military career he 
served as Platoon Leader with the 
US Army’s 75th Ranger Regiment, 
as Special Forces A-Team Leader 
and Company Commander in the 
1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) 
and as a military attaché in the 
Philippines where he helped develop 
the counterterrorist capabilities of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines. He 
participated in operational combat 
deployments to Panama with the 3rd 
Ranger Battalion, Iraq with Joint 
Special Operations Command, and 
Afghanistan with the International 
Security Assistance Force.

Dr. Felter holds a Ph.D., Political 
Science, Stanford University, 
M.P.A. Harvard Kennedy School, 
and B.S. U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, New York. B

Source: Biography

MARCH SPEAKER

T he chapter’s March speaker 
was BG (Dr) Gerald Griffin, 

USA (RET), a Monterey Peninsula 
physician and retired U.S. Army 
medical officer and commander. His 
illustrated presentation provided a 
description of the combat hospital 
in action as well as images of Old 
Testament sites with a specific focus 
on Babylon. 

Recalled as a colonel from an 
earlier retirement and sent to an 
assembly area in Kuwait by way 
of Wurzburg, Germany, he moved 
to Mosul in northern Iraq. Kuwait 
was flat and cold, with everyone in 
tents; it wasn’t unusual to see troops 
working and sleeping in a rain-
flooded ditch and uncomfortable. 
The job was to do everything with 
the unit troops available: pack 
everything, provide security, and 
move the field hospital. 

Mosul, too, was cold with snow 
on the helicopters and ground 
and later mud. Troops were seen 
sleeping in shallow holes. After 
setting up the hospital on one side of 
the Mosul airport runways, the small 
arms, rocket, and mortar attacks 
began. “Medics and the chaplains 
were attacked all the time,” General 
Griffin said, “as it was a way to 
destroy morale and help turn the tide 
of battle.” The attacks would come 5 
or 6 times a day and patients had to 
be moved quickly to bunkers, or if 
in the intensive care unit, placed on 
the floor and covered with multiple 
layers of flak jackets.

The hospital was mostly tents; 
the living quarters trailers, all 
vulnerable to hostile fire. There was 
so much noise it was difficult to 
sleep. There was artillery counter-

Continued on Page 4
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battery fire but it proved mostly 
ineffective.

Two-thirds of the patients were 
not U.S. personnel but Iraqis - 
insurgents, prisoners, terrorists, 
even politicians. One of the most 
devastating incidents was the suicide 
bombing of a mess hall, killing 17 
U.S. armed forces personnel plus 3 
U.S. contractors and 2 Iraqi soldiers.

All that remains of the original 
ancient famed city of Babylon today 
is a mound, or tell, of broken mud-
brick buildings and debris in the 
fertile Mesopotamian plain between 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 
The city itself was built upon the 
Euphrates, and divided in equal parts 
along its left and right banks, with 
steep embankments to contain the 
river’s seasonal floods. Dr. Griffin 
showed the 4,000 year old roads 
and buildings, some of mud and tar 
and some with both old and newer 
replaced bricks. He showed the site 
of the famous “Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon,” a hot, musty, and in some 
places below the ground area. So 
much of the desert was colorless and 
bleak, but the temples, palm trees, 
photo of an unarmed and unpaid Iraqi 
policeman, a super shuttle (horse and 
cart), road signs, children with dogs, 
caused General Griffin to conclude, 
“The place is really beautiful.”

“Deployments today are causing 
great harm to military families,” 
General Griffin said. “With both 
the husband and wife often military 
members, when the man returns 
from deployment the wife is sent 
out. It’s very hard. Today is a time 
when the military must do much 
more to take better care of the troops 
and their families, something that is 
not always happening.” B

Source: Luncheon Speaker

OFFICER PLACEMENT 
SERVICE

R ecently installed board mem-
ber and Sergeant-at-Arms, 

Lt. Col. Neil Miles, USAF-Ret, is in 
the process of bringing The Officers 
Placement Service (TOPS) to Sili-
con Valley Chapter.

The goal is to provide members 
and spouses with a wealth of 
information, services, and resources 
for job-seeking, whether the issue 
is transition from the military to a 
civilian career or making moving 
from career field to another. It is 
hoped that over time members will 
be provided notices of job openings, 
the names of others who can assist 
with a job search, and specifics 
about opportunities in the areas of 
interest, a specific job market, or 
geographical location. Networking 
contacts will be provided.

This program is in the early 
stages of development; full 
information will be provided 
when it becomes operational. B

Source: Board Minutes

PATRICIA POGUE

A uxiliary Liaison Patricia 
Kelley Pogue was born 

in Flint, Michigan. As WW II was 
winding down her Dad and Mom 
decided to pack up and drive “Route 
66” to the West Coast, Southern 
California being the destination.

Pat attended Santa Monica 
schools, graduating from High 
School, “Samohi”. She soon 
married, moved to the Los Altos 
area, and attended Foothill College 
with an emphasis in medical work. 
Years later, circumstances found 

her to be a single parent with a 
successful career at the Palo Alto 
Medical Foundation and rearing her 
son, Steve.

In 1981 she met John Pogue. He 
worked at NASA-Ames and served 
with the Army Reserve, working his 
way up the ladder to Colonel. They 
married in 1983.

Stanford games, Hawaii, and 
National Parks were just a few of 
the fun things they did during their 
marriage. Pat retired after 25 years 
of service with the P.A. Medical 
Clinic and enjoyed 13 years with 
her beloved husband, both being 
retired, before he died of Alzheimers 
in 2010.

Pat and John were married a 
total of 28 years and according to 
both of them, “They were the best 
years of our lives.” Pat moved 
from their Palo Alto home to 
the Parc Regent Condos. It was 
tough to leave the memories of 
28 years, but Pat is happy to be at 
the Parc Regent and has met many 
new friends, enjoying the peace 
and quite of her new home. B

Mrs Pogue

RUGS AND OPIUM
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 
accompanied her husband MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

A t one end of the long 
square was the entrance to 

the bazaar. At the other end was a 
mosque sitting at an angle so that 
it faced Mecca. A second mosque 
was along the side of the square op-
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posite the Ali Kapu palace. These 
mosques with their beautiful blue 
tiled domes were wide open to any 
and all. After going through the en-
trance of the Chahar Bagh (Four 
Gardens) mosque we came out into 
a very large open court with rooms 
on three sides open to the courtyard, 
their walls solid with beautiful hand 
colored tiles like the dome and the 
entry way. In the center of the court 
was a pool of water in which an 
old woman was doing her laundry. 
A couple of men were prostrating 
themselves on their prayer rugs. 
Across the court wandered a man 
whacking his donkey on the rear 
end with a big stick. Three youths 
wandered past one of the open 
rooms eating pomegranates.

We were taken to visit a rug 
“factory” where precious little 
girls with large expressive eyes 
sat cross-legged on long rough 
planks, their tiny fingers flying at 
the individually tied knots as they 
followed a small graph pinned in 
front of them. They were obviously 
delighted at our intrusion into their 
long monotonous day. Although the 
Shah had proclaimed that children 
were no longer used to make the 
beautiful Persian carpets, merely 
saying so obviously did not make it 
so. We gave some money to each of 
the children, but our guide told us that 
as soon as we had gone, the manager 
would confiscate all the rials.

From the top of the Ali Kapu 
Palace we could look down into 
the courtyard of opium “factory” 
and decided that it would be an 
interesting place to visit. The 
next morning we persuaded the 
government agent to give us the 
necessary permission, but even with 
our permit in hand the guard at the 

gate had no intention of letting any 
female enter this forbidden area 
until he had a lengthy argument 
with our guide.

Donkeys delivered the thick 
gummy rust brown juice from 
the white opium poppies in large 
open copper pots slung over their 
donkey’s back, one on each side 
pannier style. From the pans it was 
scraped into a large open copper 
vat under which was spread a tin 
charcoal fire on the rough concrete 
floor. Ragged workmen around the 
vat were leaning over the sides and 
kneading the elbow deep opium into 
a more workable consistency. They 

must have had a 
continual jag on 
because the stench 
of the fumes rising 
from the opium 
as it warmed was 
overpowering. It 

smelled to me like roasting rotten 
potatoes and from that day on I 
could sniff out exactly where opium 
was being smoked whenever I 
wandered through a bazaar.

From the vat a thin layer of 
opium was spread on small boards 
and carried into the courtyard and 
leaned against long iron rods to 
dry in the sun, then brought inside 
again for further baking and drying 
over smoldering charcoal fires. In 
the next room were some eight or 
ten men seated cross-legged on the 
rough concrete floor more or less 
in a circle. They would scrape the 
opium off the boards and knead it 
into a small mass that looked like 
a beige/gray modeling clay. When 
ready, they would pinch off a kilo 
and toss it to a man with a balance 
scale at the head of the circle. So 
accurate were they in estimating 

a kilo that the man with the scale 
would have to pinch off or add 
just the smallest amount to balance 
the scale. He would then toss it to 
others who molded it into wooden 
boxes roughly six inches long and 
three or four inches square ready 
for shipping. The government 
could hardly have had a monopoly 
on the manufacture and sale of 
opium, however, considering how 
easy it is to grow and process. B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
OFFICER

T he chapter has an immediate 
opening for a new director 

who will serve as personal affairs 
officer and direct the efforts of a 
personal affairs committee made up 
of 2-3 chapter member volunteers.

Mrs. Patricia Pogue, Auxiliary 
Liaison, will serve as a member of 
the committee and will meet the 
needs of Auxiliaries.

A personal affairs officer serves 
as the primary point of contact for 
issues associated with military 
rights and entitlements, with special 
emphasis on survivor benefits 
information. 

When called upon, the officer 
and committee members will 
provide information about 
entitlements; help members and 
survivors in the submission of 
inquiries, applications, and claims 
to governmental agencies; in case 
of serious illness or death, express 
sympathy to next-of-kin and offer 
assistance as needed; and, generally 

Continued on Page 6
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by means of the newsletter, provide 
information about local facilities 
and services available. The 
personal affairs officer is expected 
to deal directly with MOAA’s 
Benefits Information and Financial 
Education Department for advice.

The Benefits information and 
Financial Education Department 
will provide, upon request, a copy of 
each of its booklets and fact sheets 
as a resource library. Personal affairs 
on-line assistance is also available.

This opening represents a 
significant opportunity to serve the 
military community. If interested, 
contact chapter president CAPT 
Paul Barrish, USN (RET), 
telephone (408) 356-7531. B

Source: Board Minutes

HELP YOUR SURVIVORS NOW

I s a surviving spouse eligible 
for a pension? Will the survi-

vor still be covered by TRICARE 
for Life? The answers to these and 
many other questions represent crit-
ical information needed upon the 
death of a member.

If you have a family, one of the 
most important things you can do 
during your lifetime is laying out 
the plans to take care of your family 
after you die. Upon your death, 
your survivors can expect to receive 
certain payments and benefits from 
the Federal government, but it’s 
up to you to help your survivors. 
You need to plan ahead with full 
knowledge of the signposts and 
warning signs along the road of life.

It is important to be able to 
answer questions such as these: 
What happens to your personal and 

real estate property when you die? 
Is your spouse able to write a check 
on your bank account? Does your 
spouse take title to your automobile? 
What about the insurance on your 
car? How about your fire insurance? 
Do you own stocks or bonds? If so, 
can your survivors reduce these 
holdings to cash or otherwise dispose 
of them? Can your spouse even find 
them? Do your survivors continue to 
receive your retired pay and if not, 
when do the payments stop?

The MOAA staff has published 
the document, “Help Your Survivors 
Now -- A Guide to Planning Ahead.” 
The guide lists financial benefits, 
continuing entitlements, personal 
affairs basics, and useful worksheets 
and forms. Members can get a copy 
by telephone at (800) 234-6622 or 
by sending an e-mail message to 
beninfo@moaa.org.

Is a surviving spouse eligible 
for a pension? Yes, if the member 
participated in the Survivor Benefit 
Plan. Will the survivor still be 
covered by TRICARE for Life? Yes, 
if eligible. The program covers all 
retirees, spouses, and survivors age 
65 or older, eligible for Medicare 
Part A (for hospitalization payments) 
and enrolled in Medicare Part B 
(for other provider payments). B

SOURCE: MOAA Benefits 
Information Department 

RESCUE OFF MEXICO

C alifornia Air National 
Guardsmen from the Moffett 

Field 129th Rescue Wing success-
fully completed the rescue of two 
injured fishermen from a Chinese 
fishing vessel about 700 miles off 

the coast of Acapulco, Mexico, on 
13 March.  The rescue began when 
Guardian Angel Pararescuemen 
parachuted into the Pacific Ocean 
and boarded an inflatable boat. 
Equipped with medical supplies, 
the men boarded the Chinese vessel 
and provided medical treatment to 
the injured fishermen.

Two Air National Guard HH-
60G Pave Hawk rescue helicopters 
hoisted the pararescuemen and 
fishermen off the fishing vessel onto 
the helicopters hovering above. The 
fishermen were flown to Acapulco 
and then to the Marine Corps Air 
Station in Miramar on a MC-130P 
Combat Shadow aircraft. They 
received further medical treatment 
in San Diego. “I could not be prouder 
of our Airmen’s extraordinary 
efforts during this mission,” said 
Col. Steven J. Butow, 129th Rescue 
Wing Commander. “This mission 
is a testament to the first response 
capabilities our wing provides to 
California and the nation.”

The primary mission of the 
129th Rescue Wing is to conduct its 
wartime mission of combat search 
and rescue anywhere in the world. 
In addition to its wartime mission, 
the unit also works closely with the 
Coast Guard and other civil agencies 
on state missions; equipped with 
MC-130P Combat Shadow aircraft 
and HH-60G Pave Hawk rescue 
helicopters, the 129th has performed 
a wide variety of civilian search-
and-rescue missions, including 
responding to distressed persons 
aboard ships, lost or injured hikers, 
and medical evacuations. Over 
the course of its history, the 129th 
Rescue Wing has rescued close to 
a thousand distressed people. B

Source: 129th Public Affairs



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.

This Space
For Rent

This Space
For Rent

Michael Sampognaro
LTC USAF(RET)

1645 San Pedro Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
www.morganhillcellars.com
408 779 7389 Fax 408 779 9083 michael@morganhillcellars.com
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
May 2012

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 11 May

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   17 May Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


