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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Laughter can be heard farther than 
weeping. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

MARCH SPEAKER

T he chapter’s March speak-
er will be Brigadier Gen-

eral Gerald D. Griffin, USA, MC 
(RET), a prominent Monterey Pen-
insula physician, and distinguished 
U. S. Army medical officer who 
commanded combat support hospi-
tals and other elements in some of 
the most dangerous areas of Iraq. 
General Griffin will provide an il-
lustrated  “Travels in Iraq” pre-
sentation, which will highlight an 
emergency medicine/triage view 
of the fighting as well as a tour of 
Old Testament Bible attractions 
throughout Babylon.

The territory of modern Iraq is 
roughly equivalent to that of ancient 
Mesopotamia, which fostered a 
succession of early civilizations. 
The history of Mesopotamia 
began with the civilization of the 
Sumerians around 5000 BC in 
the southern region of Iraq. In 
2371 BC, King Sargon of Akkad 
asserted control of the region 
and established the first Assyrian 
dynasty. The Assyrians ruled the 
region and expanded its territories 
to include modern Turkey, Iran, 
Syria, and Israel. The Assyrian 
empire reigned until the fall of 
its capital Nineveh (modern day 
Mosul) in 612 BC.

In December 2004, General 
Griffin was serving with Task 
Force 67 and Commandant, 
Combat Support Hospital, Mosul, 
Iraq. Mosul is Iraq’s third largest 
city, with approximately 665,000 
inhabitants as of 1987. It is situated 
some 400km north of Baghdad on 
the west bank of the Tigris River, 
and close to the ruined Assyrian 
city of Nineveh. Late in the month, 
17 U.S. soldiers, 3 U.S. contractors, 

and 2 Iraqi Nat’l Guard personnel 
were killed in an attack on the 
crowded mess tent at Forward 
Operating Base Marez in Mosul, 
apparently the work of a suicide 
bomber. Dr. Griffin was the ER 
and triage physician who directed 
the medical response; the vivid 
images of activity in and around 
the hospital will not be forgotten 
any time soon.

General Griffin will show a 
photo record of his moves from 
Kuwait to Mosul, Baghdad, 
Babylon, Ashraf, Balad, and back 
to Mosul.

Camp Virginia, Kuwait was 
the reception, staging, and onward 
movement point from the seaport 
of debarkation to tactical assembly 
areas within Kuwait. The city of 
Mosul is predominantly Kurdish 
but has a substantial non-Kurdish 
minority, a minority consisting of 
Iraqis sympathetic to the Saddam 
Hussein regime. Baghdad is the 
capital of the Republic of Iraq. 
Babylon was an Akkadian city-state 
founded in 1867 BC by an Amorite 
dynasty of ancient Mesopotamia, 
the remains of which are located 
about 55 miles south of Baghdad. 
Camp Ashraf is a refugee camp in 
Diyala province some 65 KM north 
of Baghdad. Joint Base Balad was 
developed as the central hub for 
airlift and a transshipment point for 
U. S. Army supply convoys. 

BG Griffin’s military career as 
an officer began Aug. 24, 1968, 
when he was commissioned a 
2d Lieutenant of Infantry after 
completing Officer Candidate 
School. His most recent promotion, 
to Brigadier General, occurred 
October 10, 1998. Prior to OCS, 
he served as an enlisted infantry 
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soldier and medic for 4 years. BG 
Griffin was mandatorily retired 
for age in 2002, and re-appointed 
Colonel after he retired as a General 
Officer, with a 3-year Active Duty 
“retiree recall” extension as a 
medical commanding officer in areas 
throughout Iraq. Dr. Griffin retired 
again 21 Oct 2005, as Brigadier 
General, Medical Corps, United 
States Army. BG Griffin served 41-
1/2 years in America’s Army. B

Source: Speaker/Biography 

JANUARY SPEAKER

T he chapter’s January speaker 
was LCDR DesaRae A. Jan-

szen, USCG, Chief, Waterways 
Management Division, Coast Guard 
Sector, San Francisco, with total 
responsibility for management of 
Vessel Traffic Service, Aids to Nav-
igation, and Waterways Safety units 
for all of San Francisco Bay and the 
delta, a huge responsibility.

 “A common question,” she 
said, “is how does a young 
woman from Wyoming end up in 
the Coast Guard?” If you’re the 
second of six children and life is 
full of challenges, acceptance into 
one of the service academies can 
offer a bright future. A graduate 
of the Coast Guard Academy, she 
is a truly extraordinary individual 
and an impressive representative 
of her service, demonstrating the 
opportunities available to armed 
forces women today.

She set out to explain how a 
married Coast Guard Officer with 
four children can serve as a senior 
career officer, including the impact 
of diversity and how things have 

changed since she entered active 
duty 21 years ago; Coast Guard 
operations in the San Francisco 
area; the tsunami response at Santa 
Cruz harbor; how a large volume of 
vessel traffic is managed; and, an 
update on Coast Guard planning for 
the upcoming America’s Cup event 
set for the summers of 2012 and 
2013 in San Francisco.

There was significant damage 
at Santa Cruz with 18 boats sunk, 
more than 100 damaged, and 
moderate to severe damage to piers. 
LCDR Janszen played a recording 
of a dramatic radio communications 
exchange between a large vessel 
and fishing boat off San Francisco 
which resulted in a tragic accident, 
the loss of the fishing boat and its 
crew.

It’s a new year and a new 
dawn for the sport of sailing in 
San Francisco. The city has been 
chosen to host the next America’s 
Cup in 2013, heralding a potential 
renaissance in competitive sailing 
and a boon of more than $1 billion 
to the local economy, and the Coast 
Guard has a major role in event 
management. Members asked a lot 
of questions about the upcoming 
races, everything from how the 
boats will be transported to the Bay 
Area, technical aspects of the boats 
and sailing, the race course, and the 
impact on the Bay Area as thousands 
of outsiders arrive to participate in a 
variety of activities.

LCDR Janszen and her husband, 
also a Coast Guard officer, are 
both facing reassignment in early 
2012, highlighting the problems of 
potential career disruption, family 
separation, child care and education 
matters, all typical concerns of 
the female married armed forces 

officer. She will be assigned to San 
Diego and will manage the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary on the central 
and southern coasts; her husband 
will be assigned to a position in 
Los Angeles. It can be difficult 
at times to serve the Coast Guard 
and live the military lifestyle. B

Source: Speaker Presentation

Continued on Page 4

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

J oining the Silicon Valley 
chapter in 2007 was part of 

“coming home” for my wife Car-
ole and me. Both of us are from San 
Francisco and we were married at 
the Moffett Chapel in 1958. Before 
returning to “Valley of our Heart’s 
Delight,” we had moved many 
times thanks to the US Navy.

I had been a member of the CA 
Central Coast Chapter, MOAA and 
knew when we moved back to this 
area, MOAA would be a good way 
to stay in touch with our military 
“culture.” Now we have found 
ourselves serving the Silicon Valley 
Chapter members and Auxiliaries 
who are interested in fellowship, 
supporting the troops - especially 
the returned disabled - and looking 
out for the future defense of our 
nation by recognizing outstanding 
participants in University and High 
School ROTC.

The Chapter has a great history, 
is blessed with caring members 
who donate to support worthy 
causes, has a responsible board 
to provide good stewardship of 
funds and offers great programs 
to bring us information of interest. 
Our communications via the The 
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CASPIAN SEA LUXURY
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 
accompanied her husband MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

T he Swiss Ambassador, who 
was visiting on the Caspian 

Sea and staying at the Babul-Sahr 
Hotel, arranged for us to be his 
guests for lunch on Sunday.

The lunch, which had been 
prepared for us, was served in a 
private dining room of the ultra- 
luxurious hotel. There were stacks 
of just-baked Persian bread along 
with mountains of fresh caviar. 
Then there were fresh artichokes 
which our host himself had picked 
out of the deserted garden of one of 
the Shah’s palaces. Fresh sturgeon 
kabobed over charcoal was served 
next along with Basmati rice. Then 
there was potato salad, pickles, and 
other relishes. None of this, we 
soon learned, was the main course. 
The small chickens, no bigger than 
squabs, which had been roasted 
brown in pure butter, the green 
beans, and the just-fried French 
fried potatoes, were polished off, 
too, along with several kinds of 
wine and vodka. We had a smooth, 
creamy floating island custard 
served with coffee. After so many 
outstanding courses, we could 
hardly waddle from the table.

Our hotel rooms were beautiful, 
each with a tiled bathroom, a 
European toilet, and a large 

Bulletin includes contemporary 
“need to know” material and 
accounts of service in far off lands 
from days gone by.

However, in this 21st Century, 
a primary responsibility of MOAA 
members is to inform the Congress 
which choices we see as important 
to keep the United States ready to 
meet the challenges of a complex 
world - particularly by keeping 
faith with those who are now 
defending us. This means that each 
member has a role in informing 
our Representatives and Senators 
how we feel they should allocate 
resources, including support for the 
Veterans and Retired members.

More to come on how to reach 
those decision makers will be part 
of the  “Presidents Perspective” in 
subsequent bulletins but if you don’t 
want to wait, please get in contact 
with SVC Legislative Affairs 
Chair - COL Warren Enos. B

Paul Barrish

MOFFETT HISTORY

I n 1931, the city of Sunny-
vale acquired a 1,000-acre 

parcel of farmland bordering San 
Francisco Bay, paid for with nearly 
$480,000 raised by the citizens of 
Santa Clara County, then “sold” the 
parcel for $1 to the US government as 
a home base for the Navy airship USS 
Macon. It was the beginning of what 
is today the Moffett Federal Airfield.

CAPT John Mascali, USN 
(RET), Director of Development, 
Moffett Field Historical Society 
Museum, frequently provides 
a comprehensive photographic 
history of the installation, 

organizations, facilities, and people. 
The museum is open Wednesdays 
through Saturdays 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

Construction began in 1931, 
and the Navy’s new lighter-than-
air facility was commissioned as 
NAS Sunnyvale in April 1933. 
The operational airfield was named 
Moffett Field in September 1933, to 
commemorate the loss of RADM 
William Moffett in the crash of 
the dirigible USS Akron. In 1939, 
NACA, now the NASA Ames 
Research Center, was established 
on 365 adjacent acres.

Over time, Moffett Field has 
been home to the Army Air Corps, 
Navy, Naval Air Transport Service, 
the Military Air Transport Service, 
NASA, a lighter-than-air squadron 
of sub-chasing blimps, supersonic 
jets, strange experimental aircraft, 
and the Pacific Command Center 
for P-3 Orion sub hunters. NASA 
is now the custodian of the base, 
which is host to the California Air 
National Guard’s 129th Rescue 
Wing. Certain major Army Reserve 
commands are in areas adjacent to 
the NASA complex.

 At its peak in the 1990s, NAS 
Moffett Field was the U.S. Navy’s 
principal Pacific Fleet base for the 
P-3C operations. In addition to 
headquarters staffs for Commander, 
U.S. Patrol Wings Pacific Fleet, 
Commander, Patrol Wing TEN, and 
Commander, Reserve Patrol Wing 
Pacific / Patrol Wing FOUR, the air 
station also hosted Patrol Squadron 
THIRTY ONE (VP-31), the west 
coast P-3C Fleet Replacement 
Squadron, six additional active 
duty P-3C squadrons and a Naval 
Air Reserve P-3C squadron. 
When the Navy departed in 
1994 it was the end of a major 

era in Moffett Field history. B
Source:  Moffett Museum
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BATAAN DEATH MARCH

M AJ Jason Cullinane, 
USAR, Assistant Pro-

fessor of Military Science at Santa 
Clara University, was presented a 
$500 donation check January 19th 
to help support ROTC Bronco Bat-
talion cadet partici-
pation in the upcom-
ing 23rd Annual 
Bataan Death March 
set for March 25, 
2012, White Sands 
Missile Base, New 
Mexico. The chapter 
was a sponsor of the 
event in 2011.

The Bataan 
Memorial Death 
March is a 
challenging trek 
through high desert 
terrain and is conducted in honor 
of the heroic service members who 
defended the Philippine Islands 
during World War II, sacrificing 
their freedom, health, and in many 
cases their lives. On April 9th 1942, 
tens of thousands of American and 
Filipino soldiers were surrendered to 
Japanese forces, including members 

of the 200th Coast Artillery, New 
Mexico National Guard. They were 
marched for days in the scorching 
heat of the jungle; thousands died, 
and those who survived faced the 
hardships of a prisoner of war camp.

The Army ROTC Department 
at New Mexico State University 
began sponsoring the memorial 
march in 1989. In 1992, White 
Sands Missile Range and the New 
Mexico National Guard joined in 
the sponsorship and the event was 
moved to the missile range. Since 
its inception, the memorial march 
has grown from about 100 to some 
5,200 marchers from across the 
United States and several foreign 
countries.

Marchers come to this memorial 
event for many reasons - personal 
challenge, the spirit of competition, 
or to foster esprit de corps in their 
unit. Some march in honor of a family 
member or a particular veteran who 
was in the Bataan Death March or 
was taken a prisoner of war by the 
Japanese in the Philippines.  B

Source: ROTC Detachment

MISSING DONORS

T here were 4 additional donors 
to the various chapter funds in 

2011  that were inadvertently left 
off the list published in last month’s 
Bulletin. We are very sorry. Please 
accept our apologies.
CAPT Paul Barrish
LTC Arthur Fried
Mrs Bertha Johnson
Mrs Kathryn Smith.

Mea cullpa - Editor
Continued on Page 6

luxurious bathtub. We had the 
whole hotel to ourselves and could 
run around and generally act like 
a bunch of college kids in a dorm. 
After a long rest we all went to the 
beach and swam almost two hours 
in the warm and rough surf.

Later that night came another 
wonderful dinner which was so 
delicious we couldn’t resist it. After 
the thin hot bread, which again was 
served with butter and caviar with 
bits of lemon, we enjoyed braised 
tongue and roast beef with all the 
trimmings, topped off with crepes 
suzettes. Then we played records 
and danced in the large beautiful 
ballroom.

An important resource for 
Persia was fishing in the Caspian, 
especially for the sturgeon. The 
fisheries were tightly controlled by 
the Russians and when we asked 
about a tour we went as guests of 
the hotel. However, the Russians 
were rude and would not let us in, 
especially when it was clear some 
of us were Americans. However, 
we did eventually manage to gain 
admission, but the old wooden 
building wasn’t impressive. Because 
of recent storms there hadn’t been 
much fishing so there were only a 
few small sturgeon to see, with little 
egg processing going on. We did see 
a photo of a large fish from which 
the Russians claimed to have taken 
more than 600 pounds of caviar.

The next morning the hotel 
packed picnic lunches for everybody 
and we finally got away after 
lengthy and reluctant goodbyes. The 
road back over the mountains from 
Babul Sahr to Tehran was longer 
and more monotonous than the 
Chalus road. It began to rain hard. 
The narrow muddy road was full of 

potholes and trucks and it was slow 
going. Once over the pass, however, 
the sun was shining brightly and 
the road was dry, thought still filled 
with potholes.

The Caspian was such a 
contrast, such a sharp division 
between the two Irans. It was long 
past dark when we rolled into 
oh so hot, oh so dry Tehran. B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott
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THE FORK

T here was a young woman who 
had been diagnosed with a 

terminal illness and had been given 
three months to live. As she was 
getting her things in order, she con-
tacted her Pastor and had him come 
to her house to discuss certain as-
pects of her final wishes. She told 
him which songs she wanted sung 
at the service, what scriptures she 
would like read, and what outfit she 
wanted to be buried in.

 “This is very important,” the 
young woman said, “I want to be 
buried with a fork in my right hand.”

The young woman explained, 
“My grandmother once told me 
this story, and from that time on I 
have always tried to pass along its 
message to those I love and those 
who are in need of encouragement. 
In all my years of attending socials 
and dinners, I always remember that 
when the dishes of the main course 
were being cleared, someone would 
inevitably lean over and say, ‘Keep 
your fork.’ It was my favorite part 
because I knew that something 
better was coming...like velvety 
chocolate cake or deep-dish apple 
pie, something wonderful and with 
substance!  

“So, I just want people to see me 
there in that casket with a fork in 
my hand and I want them to wonder 
what’s with the fork? Then I want 
you to tell them: Keep your fork.... 
the best is yet to come.”

Pastor’s eyes welled up with 
tears of joy as he hugged the young 
woman good-bye. He knew this 
would be one of the last times he 
would see her before her death. But 
he also knew that the young woman 
had a better grasp of heaven than he 
did. She had a better grasp of what 

heaven would be like than many 
people twice her age, with twice as 
much experience and knowledge. 
She KNEW that something better 
was coming.

At the funeral people were 
walking by the young woman’s 
casket and they saw the cloak she 
was wearing and the fork placed in 
her right hand... Over and over, the 
Pastor heard the question, what’s 
with the fork? And over and over 
he smiled.   

During his 
message, the 
Pastor told the 
people of the 
conversation he had with the young 
woman shortly before she died. He 
also told them about the fork and 
about what it symbolized to her. He 
told the people how he could not 
stop thinking about the fork and told 
them that they probably would 
not be able to stop thinking about 
it either.   

He was right. So the next time 
you reach down for your fork let it 
remind you, ever so gently, that the 
best is yet to come. Friends are a very 
rare jewel, indeed. They make you 
smile and encourage you to succeed. 
Cherish the time you have, and the 
memories you share. Being friends 
with someone is not an opportunity, 
but a sweet responsibility. B

Source: Diana Hovancsek 

ID LOCATION

T he ID card issue office is at 
230 RT Jones Rd. RT Jones Rd 

is the left hand turn from the 4-way 
stop immediately prior to entering 
Moffett’s Main Gate. Building is 
.25 mile from the turn, on the left.

Phone for appointment: 650-
526-9517 or -9516. Mon-Fri 0800-
1200, 1300-1530.

To make an appointment online, 
go to https://rapids-appointment.
dmdc.osd.mil/appointment/
building.aspx?BuildingId=408. B

CAPT Paul Barrish

NAVY LODGE

T he Coronado Navy Lodge at 
North Island Naval Air station 

has been completely refurbished. 
The refurbishing of the 42-year-old 
lodge has been expanded to 305 

rooms, making it the largest Navy 
Lodge property in the world.

The old 90-room lodge was torn 
down then transformed. The grand 
opening was on 25 January 2012. 
No direct taxpayer money was used 
for the upgrade. Their own room 
revenues finance Navy Lodges. 
Room rates are 45 percent less than 
civilian hotels.

For reservations or information, 
contact the Navy Lodge 
organization at 800-NavyInn 
or visit navy-lodge.com. B

San Diego Union Tribune
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Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
March 2012

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 March

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   15 March Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


