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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
  5 June       Board Meeting   10:00 AM
19 June         Luncheon    11:00 AM
  3 July       Board Meeting 10:00 AM
17 July         Luncheon    11:00 AM

Board Meetings Are Open to All Members
Board Minutes Are Available to Members From The Secretary

Luncheon Program
19 June 2014

CDR Bob Whitten   USN (RET)

Social Hour:   11:00 AM
Luncheon:       11:45 AM

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions



SVC WEB SITES

Our Chapter website is www.

siliconvalleymoaa.org, a shorter
link is www.svcmoaa.org. You
can also get to it from the na-
tional MOAA site: Put the cursor
over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley
Chapter. From there you may
link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links
for The Bulletin and eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of

a retiree locally through the
Retire Activity Office (RAO).

The phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA
member’s death to:

MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St,

Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622

Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning

the Membership Chair–see listing
on front page of The Bulletin. B

Thought For The Month

If it's sanity you're after,
there's no recipe like

laughter.
  —Henry Rutherford Elliot

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

      With summer fast approaching, I expect many are planning vacation.
Just a reminder that we will be having an August luncheon, so please
plan around that date.

We have presented our annual scholarships and got to thinking (I
know bad move) that the cost of college has been rising somewhat
unreasonably. We all could work on trying to get the cost down but we
can not do that with the costs of everything going up. I would like to see
us increase the amount we can award our candidates. We currently award
three $500 scholarships. That money comes from the generous donations
you all make though out the year. If contributions show an increase this
year, I will ask the board to vote to increase the amount.

Our June speaker is scheduled to be CDR Bob Whitten

Please&send&in&your&reserva/ons&early
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&(see&the&last&page&of&this&bulle/n)

                                                                                         mike

JUNE SPEAKER

    In late April 2014 author Josh Peterson reported that the catastrophic
effects of an electromagnetic pulse-caused blackout could be preventable,
but experts warn the civilian world is still not ready. According to Peter
Vincent Pry, executive director of the Task Force on National and
Homeland Security, “the technology to avoid disaster from
electromagnetic pulses exists, and upgrading the nation’s electrical grid is
financially viable, yet it always seems to be the politics that gets in the
way.”

                                                   contd... pg 3

- 2 -



      JUNE SPEAKER contd...

   The chapter’s June speaker will be CDR Bob
Whitten, USN (RET), who in November 2013
provided an illustrated briefing on climate change
and now returns to explain the significance and
technology of the electromagnetic pulse. An EMP
attack from a nuclear missile launched by a country
like North Korea would indiscriminately cripple
whole regions, and an EMP from a super solar flare
would behave similarly to one generated by a nuclear
missile that detonated in Earth’s upper atmosphere.
CDR Whitten will explain potential dangers to the
civilian and military worlds and what the U.S.
government and others are doing to protect all
Americans.

    An electromagnetic pulse (EMP), also sometimes
called a transient electromagnetic disturbance, is a
short burst of electromagnetic energy. Such a pulse
may occur in the form of a radiated electric or
magnetic field or conducted electrical current
depending on the source, and may be natural or man-
made. EMP interference is generally damaging to
electronic equipment, and at higher energy levels a
powerful EMP event such as a lightning strike can
damage physical objects such as buildings and
aircraft structures. The damaging effects of high-
energy EMP have been used to create EMP weapons.

   Electromagnetic pulse bomb technology has been
showcased in video games, movies, and TV shows.
For example, in the series Jericho, a missile
exploding in the sky after the main attack rendered all
non-shielded devices useless by destroying their
internal components. In real life, a similar attack
could compromise most consumer electronics and
power grids, and it could be done with atomic or
conventional explosives. Electromagnetic pulse
events have shorted out power systems in Hawaii in
the 1950s due to testing in the atmosphere. These
effects were more minimal, however, because of the
distance from the explosion and the nature of
electronics at that time. The effects of the high
altitude “Starfish” Test in 1962 to be discussed were
more severe.

The U.S. military has been preparing its electronic
systems for an EMP event since the Cold War. The
protective measures taken to harden facilities against
a nuclear attack also help in some cases to protect
against EMPs. The civilian world, however, is
another story yet private companies have been
developing technologies that would protect against
EMPs. Electricity is the lifeblood of the modern
world--food, transportation, medical facilities and
communication systems all need it to function, and
the grid needs to be protected at all costs.

    A Korean conflict combat veteran, CDR Whitten
is a graduate of the U. S. Merchant Marine Academy,
earned a BA degree from SUNY Buffalo (NY), was
granted a Ph.D. in physics from Duke University, and
later earned a Master of Science degree,
Meteorology, from San Jose State University. He
served for more than eight years as a senior physicist
with SRI International and completed a distinguished
career with NASA. He is the author or coauthor or
editor of more than one hundred thirty papers and
five books on various aspects of atmospheric science.
He has been active over the years with MOAA, ROA,
Air Force Association, and the Navy League.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

B
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MAY$SPEAKER$REPORT

On May 20, 2013 Col. Steven J. Butow,
Commander, 129th Rescue Wing, Moffett Federal
Airfield, announced that “The 129th Rescue Wing
achieved an impressive milestone on May 18th when
it performed its 1,000th life-saving rescue in the high
desert of Southeast Afghanistan. HH-60G alert crews
and pararescuemen responded to save the life of an
Afghan National policeman critically injured with a
gunshot wound. Like so many before him, the soldier
was rescued, treated and safely returned to advanced
medical care so that he may live another day.” In a
special message to the nearly 1,000 Airmen of the
Wing Col. Butow said, “Your noble efforts and
selfless dedication to duty define our wing's
relevance and commitment to our Air Force Core
Values of Integrity First, Service Before Self and
Excellence In All We Do.”

The chapter’s May speaker was Lt. Col. Daniel
Lapostole, a HH-60 helicopter pilot and former
squadron commander, who provided a brief overview
of the 129th Rescue Wing, “What we do,” the federal
and state missions, and organization structure; Col.
Butow was scheduled to speak but was on
assignment elsewhere. The presentation included a 16
minute film through which the Wing’s alumni recall
memories from the first rescue through the present
day and pararescuemen and current members share
their experiences of the 1,000th save; Lt. Col. Jay
Craddock, four-term SVC chapter president, was
featured. See http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LnvA0vQKO34. In addition, detailed information
and photos were provided about the recent rescue of a
family some 900 miles southwest of Cabo San Lucas,
Mexico, which was save 1,007.
     Formed on April 3, 1955 as the 129th Air
Resupply Group by the California Air National
Guard, the 129th was a new organization with no
prior history or lineage. It was granted recognition by
the National Guard Bureau and was stationed at
Hayward Airport. In the film Jay Craddock said, “We
had to start a new unit at Hayward in order to keep
the Guard in business, so we started the 129th. Photos
of vintage aircraft from the early years—the
Albatross, Flying Boxcar, Cessna U-3A, U-6A
Beaver Jolly Green Giant, and more--were shown

and bring back a lot of memories. The organization
moved to Moffett Field in 1980. The Wing includes
an operations group with 3 rescue squadrons 1 each
HH-60/MC-130P/ParaRescue, a maintenance group,
mission support group, and medical group.

Save #1 took place at Nellis Air Force Base near
Las Vegas when a high performance aircraft went
down with the pilot critically injured; a rescue
helicopter was in the area and airlifted the pilot to
medical facilities. Save #1,000 took place in
Afghanistan—when the call came in the HH-60s
were airborne within 5 minutes and a very effective
and efficient rescue was achieved. In the film,
commentators were consistent, “When we can go out
there as a group and save someone’s life, what else
could you ask for!” On April 6th, the 4-member
family and medical personnel who had parachuted in
to assist were all evacuated from the sailing vessel
Rebel Heart, which had been the family home for
seven years, and the boat was scuttled.

Chapter members and others had many questions
about the 129th Rescue Wing and the rescues,
including (1) what is the personnel strength? About
1,000; (2) how wide is the geographic area served?
Alaska border to Acapulco; (3) what happened to the
field maintenance organization? It was eliminated, a
budget issue, but all personnel were likely absorbed
into the other units; (4) what happened to the
equipment used? Some of it was recovered; (5) Do
personnel being released from active duty join the
wing? Yes, from time to time, but most members are
regular Guard personnel with little or no active duty;
(6) what is the organization of the California Air
National Guard? 4 wings in the state; (7) what
happens if pararescuemen are separated from each
other? Not likely to happen with use of square
parachutes that can be flown and personnel will
usually group together; (8) who pays the cost of the
rescue missions? Federal dollars most often cover the
cost; (9) what is the mission of the drone wing at
March Air Force Base? Assist search and rescue,
reconnaissance, surveillance; and (10) what is the
future of the 129th at Moffett Field? Wing personnel
have just signed a 50 year lease with NASA and will
be in place for many years.
______________________
Source: Luncheon Speaker
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
    It’s very important for Legislative Committee
members to conduct detailed research and analysis
before recommending that specific federal or state
legislation be supported or condemned.
    In mid-January U. S. Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-
NH) announced that a December budget agreement
will not only reduce the retirement COLA for non-
disabled retirees and disabled retirees receiving a
medical retirement frequently sustained in combat,
but it will reduce the COLA for survivors under the
SBP and for service members injured in combat
under the CRSC program.
    “The more I press the Pentagon for answers, the

more I learn how egregious the military benefit cuts
are in the budget deal. The cost of living adjustment
cuts unfairly shortchange military retirees, military
survivors, and the combat-injured to pay for more
Washington spending,” said Senator Ayotte, a
member of the Armed Services Committee. “Those
who have kept us safe and taken bullets for us
shouldn’t be singled out to sacrifice even more, and
these cuts should never have been put in the budget
agreement or passed by Congress.”
    At the same time, the Wall Street Journal stated in
an Opinion Page Review and Outlook item that “the
budget signed in late December by President Obama
takes a modest step to alleviate the Pentagon’s crisis
in pension cuts, but good deeds rarely go
unpunished.”
  The Journal’s conclusion was, “Some
conservatives haven’t figured out that the real threat
to the military isn’t the Sequester or spending caps.
It’s the politics of entitlements. Medicare,
ObamaCare and Social Security are slowly squeezing
defense as a share of overall spending. And inside of
what’s left of the Pentagon budget, pensions and
health care are eroding military muscle. Members of
Congress who vote to repeal the Ryan-Murray reform
will be weakening American defenses.”
    At about the same time Senator Ayotte made her

statement, national MOAA alerted its membership,
“MOAA believes Congress must reach a bipartisan
solution to fully and immediately repeal COLA-
cutting provision, and address critical veterans’
needs.” The association was asking members to
support repeal of certain legislation.

    To support or not support, that is the question.
Legislative committee members consider it important
to take a close look at the issues, to examine the
rationale of both sides, and then provide chapter
members with a carefully prepared recommendation.
Members can be sure that chapter leaders have fully
researched and analyzed a matter before calling for
action.
    Chapter members who would like to participate in
this process are encouraged to contact Lt. Col. Mike
Sampognaro, president, at 1-800-779-7389. It will be
in the best interests of career officers especially to
participate more actively in chapter affairs, and
particularly in the effort to protect earned
entitlements.
_____________________
SOURCE: Board Minutes

VETERANS DAY
By Sarah Borgardt
8th grade, Laguna Middle School

     I grew up going to the annual Veterans Day
ceremonies with my family. As I grew older, I
followed my brother’s example to shake hands and to
thank veterans for their service whenever I
recognized one. On January 1, 2013 my family and I
went to the Rose Parade in Pasadena. Afterward
when we were looking at the floats, I notice a man
wearing his Vietnam hat. I walked up to him and
extend my hand and thanked him for his service. He
started crying as he explained that the veterans from
his war weren’t treated very kindly. He thanked me
and said I would never know how much this meant to
him, especially from someone my age. I was
surprised how something so simple could mean so
much. For me, Veteran’s Day isn’t just one day a
year, its everyday because every day there are people
serving our nation. They take years out of their lives
away from their families to protect our country. We
keep a flag flying outside our house all year long and
I’ve learned to see more than just stars and stripes; I
see service, I see sacrifice, and most of all, I see
honor.
___________________________________________
SOURCE: 1ST Place Winner, Elks Lodge #322
Essay Contest, San Luis Obispo
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AUXILIARY CORNER
MEDICARE AND TRICARE

Medicare is health insurance for people age 65 or
older, people under age 65 with certain disabilities,
and people of any age with permanent kidney failure
requiring dialysis or a kidney transplant. Medicare
has four parts: Part A (hospital insurance), Part B
(outpatient services such as doctor’s visits), Part C
(Medicare Advantage), and Part D (prescription drug
coverage). The official U.S government handbook
Medicare & You 2014 explains these parts of
Medicare. If you do not have a copy, request one by
calling (800) 633-4227, or download a copy.

The initial enrollment period for Part A and/or
Part B is a seven-month period that includes the three
months before you turn 65, the month you turn 65,
and the three months after you turn 65. In most cases,
coverage starts the first day of the person’s birthday
month. To be eligible for TRICARE For Life (TFL),
a person eligible for Medicare Part A must pay
premiums for Medicare Part B. If a person has
Medicare Part A and TFL coverage, he or she also
must have Part B coverage to keep TRICARE
coverage.

Medicare Part A is free as long as you or your
spouse has worked the required 40 quarters.
Recently, Medicare officials announced monthly
premiums for Medicare Part B will remain the same
for beneficiaries in 2014. The basic Medicare Part B
premium remains $104.90 a month. Beneficiaries
with a 2012 adjusted gross income (plus tax-exempt
interest income) over $85,000 — or $170,000 if
married and filing jointly — will continue to pay
higher means-tested premiums. The means-tested
rates also will remain the same in 2014. Means-tested
rates range from $146.90 to $335.70 per person per
month, depending on income. The Part B annual
deductible also will remain $147.

It also was announced the Medicare Part A
deductible, which people pay when admitted to a
hospital, will increase by $32 in 2014 to $1,216. That
deductible covers up to 60 days of Medicare-covered
inpatient hospital care. Beneficiaries will pay $304 a
day for days 61 through 90 in 2014 (up from $296 in
2013) and $608 a day for hospital stays beyond 90
days (up from $592 in 2013). Because TFL acts as a
supplemental insurance to Medicare, TFL pays the

deductibles for Parts A and B. Eligibility for
TRICARE is determined by a person’s information in
the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System.
Learn more about TFL (eligibility, enrollment, cost,
and coverage details) and the TRICARE Retiree
Dental Program.
___________________________________________
SOURCE: By Sharon A. DeVaney, Auxiliary
Member Advisory Committee

HILLER AVIATION MUSEUM

The Hiller Aviation Museum, located in San
Carlos just off highway 101, is an aircraft history
museum and has both a Boeing 737 cockpit and an H
-23B on display. The museum was founded by
Stanley Hiller, Jr., in June 1998 and is endowed by
members of the Hiller Family, owners of the Hiller
Aircraft Corporation, an early helicopter pioneer. It
specializes in Northern California aircraft history and
helicopter history. The museum is also an affiliate
within the Smithsonian Affiliations program.

Dedicated to the dreams of flight, the Hiller
Aviation Museum chronicles over a century of
aviation history and provides a glimpse into air
transportation's future. Two large display areas
contain the majority of the museum exhibits. Vintage
and futuristic aircraft, prototypes, photographic
displays, and models are on display. In the Museum's
main gallery, aircraft, and exhibits showcase aviation
history as far back as 1869. The 27,600 square foot
main gallery contains over forty aircraft, exhibits, and
many interactive displays.  It’s certainly worth a visit.

The museum is located at the north end of the San
Carlos Airport. Take Hwy 101 to Holly
Street/Redwood Shores Pkwy exit. Go east onto
Redwood Shores Pkwy. Turn right onto Airport
Road. Turn right onto Skyway Road. The hours of
operation are 10:00am to 5:00pm seven days a week.
Admission fees are adult $14, seniors age 65+ $9,
youths age 5-17 $9, and children age 4 and below
free with a paid adult ticket.
_____________________________
SOURCE: Hiller Aviation Museum
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Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:   $26.00    $______(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to
above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 13 June

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 19 June Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mailto: LTCJayCraddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

June 2014
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