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7 June Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 June Luncheon 11:00 AM

5 July Board Meeting 10:00 AM
19 July Ohlone Indians 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

21 June 2012

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Dr. Jonathan P. Roth, Ph.D.
Professor of History at San Jose State University 

A Bit of Military History
&

Servicing Veterans on Campus

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Flag Day 14 June
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

The man who gets ahead is 
the one who does more than is 
necessary. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

M embers of the Silicon 
Valley Chapter may be 

interested in what happens at our 
monthly board meetings. Not too 
surprisingly, we follow the stan-
dard practices most of our mem-
bers have seen in other organiza-
tions. And yet, the SVC Board is 
composed of exceptionally gifted 
volunteers working on your behalf. 
One key player in the group is the 
Board Secretary Warren Enos, who 
prepares the agendas for our meet-
ings and distributes them ahead of 
time so members can see where we 
are going, do some checking with 
other members of the board before 
the meeting and then act together 
during our brief meetings to reach 
a decision in the best interest of 
SVC. Things that need more re-
search or more time for reflection 
are carried over to the next meet-
ing but we don’t procrastinate. Two 
other SVC board members have 
major roles that keep us well in-
formed: Keith Giles edits our Bul-
letin every month and Jay Crad-
dock finds speakers that enliven 
our lunch meetings.

Recently we adopted a new 
invocation to get our Board 
meetings pointed in the best 
direction to accomplish our goals. It 
is shared here for your information:

We are here because we need 
more help than we can give 

ourselves.
We need each other.

So may all our efforts together 
be of benefit to each and every one.

And may we bring enrichment 
to all our Silicon Valley Chapter 

members
We acknowledge this gracefully.

Amen

Several of your Board members 
are still employed while they are 
also volunteering to help you. They 
deserve recognition; just so you all 
will know, here are their names:  
Mike Sampognaro, owner Morgan 
Hill Cellars - Pedrizzetti Winery, 
Al Mouns CPA and Patrick Clark, 
Defense Security Agency. Many 
of your other Board members 
volunteer in other organizations 
and their activities are a credit to 
the value they convey there.

SVC Board meetings can be 
attended by any SVC member; 
location and time are shown on the 
front page of this bulletin. Call any 
Board member for details about 
access to Moffett Field and specific 
route to the meeting location.

Driving on Moffett is a 
time machine for some SVC 
members; we served here during 
our active duty years. Changes 
are apparent, even driving by 
on Bayshore Freeway you can 
see Hanger One is losing its 
smooth appearance and looming 
in skeletal fashion, waiting for a 
new covering. Passing the gate 
en route to the Commissary, 
the viewscape is much as it 
was during the Navy years but 
some buildings have new signs 
and occupants with NASA as 
landlord. New construction 
inside the base is happening for 
both federal and university use as 
a research park - part of NASA’s 
plan, while on the East side of 
the runways, a new Air National 
Guard addition is underway.

While Moffett has changed and 
the SVC is smaller than it has been 
in the past, both the Field and our 
chapter are adapting to the needs 
and realities of Silicon Valley, one 
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JUNE SPEAKER

T he Chapter’s June speaker 
will be Dr. Jonathan P. Roth, 

Ph.D., Professor of History at San 
Jose State University. He will focus 
his remarks to some extent each on 
Roman military history, the Charles 
Burdick military history project, and 
San Jose State initiatives to serve 
Veterans on campus. Dr. Roth’s ap-
pearance is in response to chapter 
member interests in world, national, 
and military history as determined 
by a 2008 chapter luncheon speaker 
topic survey.

A university study course, 
Roman Warfare, surveys the history 
of Rome’s fighting forces from their 
inception in the 7th century BCE to 
the fall of the Western Empire in the 
5th century CE. In non-technical, 
lively language, Dr. Roth examines 
the evolution of Roman war over its 
thousand-year history. He highlights 
the changing arms and equipment 
of the soldiers, unit organization 
and command structure, and the 
wars and battles of each era. The 
military narrative is used as a 
context for Rome’s changing tactics 
and strategy and to discuss combat 
techniques, logistics, and other 
elements of Roman war. Political, 
social, and economic factors are 
also considered. Dr. Roth is likely 
to show richly illustrated halftones 
and color plates. Roman Warfare is 
intended for students of the ancient 
world and military history.

As Director of the History 

Department’s Burdick Military 
History Project, Dr. Roth manages 
the Charles B. Burdick Military 
History Collection, 1914-1984 
(bulk 1939-1966), which represents 
the research files and collections 
amassed by military historian and 
SJSU history professor, Charles B. 
Burdick. The collection documents 
the history of World War I and World 
War II. World War I subjects covered 
include the Paris Peace Conference 
and the Treaty of Versailles, which 
formally ended World War I and 
military operations. World War 
II materials include publications 
originating from the German High 
Command, as well as reports and 
statistics from countries such as 
Italy, Germany, Japan, and the 
United States. The collection also 
includes print copies of the legal 
proceedings from the International 
Military Tribunal for the Far East, 
and maps of important World War II 
locations. The formats represented 
include correspondence, ephemera, 
maps, newspaper clippings, reports, 
and scrapbooks.

Dr. Roth indicates there are 
opportunities for chapter member 
service. “We have a room with a 
collection of some 5,000 military 
historical books, journals and 
artifacts, as well as a study area 
for veterans and military students,” 
he said. “I would like to invite 
MOAA members and others to use 
the facility. I am also looking for 
volunteers to help me in the project. 
In addition to our collection, we 
organize symposiums and lectures 
and could use help in outreach 
and communication; have an oral 
history project (which really needs 
someone to get it going again); and 
we have our collection, which needs 

a manager. In addition, we publish 
a newsletter “The Spartan Salute” 
which combines news from the 
Burdick Project, the VSO and the 
Veterans Advisory Committee.”

Professor Roth was born in 
Redwood City, California in 
1955, spent his formative years in 
Sunnyvale, and attended Homestead 
High School in Cupertino. His first 
year in college was at U.C. Davis, 
but he left to travel in Europe for a 
year, later completing a B.A. in Near 
Eastern Studies at UC Berkeley. 
Following a year of study in 
Europe, he moved to New York and 
entered Columbia University where 
he completed a Ph.D. in Ancient 
History. In New York he enlisted 
in the New York Army National 
Guard, served six years mainly with 
the 69th Infantry Regiment and 
earned a commission as a second 
lieutenant from the Empire State 
Military Academy. From 2005 to 
2008 he served as Chair of the 
History Department and since that 
time has directed the department’s 
Burdick Military History Project. 
In 2005-06 he was named San Jose 
State Outstanding Professor. B

Source: Biography     

MOFFETT FIELD NAVY 
LODGE

I f you are expecting more 
visitors than you have beds, 

the Navy Lodge may solve your 
problem.

There are 50 comfortable guest 
rooms at $78 per night) with 
2 queen size beds, fully 
equipped kitchenettes, and private 

Continued on Page 4

of the most vibrant parts of the world 
and a great place to be part of!  B

Paul
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bath. There are many other amenities 
including Internet access, flat screen 
TV, DVD/CD players, etc.

Reservations can be made by 
calling the Lodge directly at 650-
962-1542. Reservations can be 
made from now until the end of 
this year. You can reserve as many 
rooms as required, depending on 
availability. Once a reservation 
is made it will be firm and you 
cannot be bumped. You can cancel 
your reservations any time up to 
1800 hours on the day of arrival. 
Guests of military members may 
stay at Lodge provided the military 
member is present at check-in. B

CDR Al Eagye

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

P etty Officer Second Class 
(YN2) John Ortilla, current-

ly assigned to the Navy Operations 
Support Center, San Jose, was award-
ed one of the chapter’s 2012 college 
scholarships at the May luncheon. 

Life for John took an early 
turn in high school when a 
counselor assigned him to a Junior 
Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(JROTC) program because the 
physical education classes were 
oversubscribed. JROTC would meet 
the PE requirement for graduation.  
“From that moment I became 
attached to JROTC because I made 
many friendships and memories,” 
he said.  “My instructor told stories 
about his time in the Vietnam War, 
the reasons why he joined and 
served in the military, and about the 
life of adventure he had, making 
me want to see and understand the 
world, too.”

In part because he grew up with 

computers, John is a computer 
science major at City College of San 
Francisco, currently enrolled in one 
general education English and one 
humanities course. He has just begun 
his higher education experience 
and has completed 6 units to date 
and with a 3.0 or “B” grade point 
average.  He ultimately would like 
to transfer to a four year college and 
earn the Bachelor of Science degree, 
pursue a Master’s degree, become a 
commissioned Navy officer, and as 
he said, “become a good role model 
for sailors.” 

As a Yeoman pay grade E-5 
with the Navy Operations Support 
Center, he performs clerical 
work, specifically administrative 
support to selected reservists. 
“I’m responsible for ensuring 
that command correspondence, 
directives, and policies are up 
to date, and provide customer 
service to the command on awards 
and evaluations,” he said.  The 
YN2 often serves as an office 
manager, operating modern office 
equipment including computers, 
and with a focus on oral and 
written communications. B

Source: Interview Responses

RUINS OF PERSEPOLIS
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 

accompanied her husband, MAJ Dana 
Prescott, USA, a military attaché, to 
Iran in 1948-51. Edited for space.

T he next morning we drove the 
240 miles south to Persepolis. 

The scenery grew more mountain-
ous as we neared the ruins, which we 
came upon just in the dusk of eve-
ning. Archeologists from the Ori-
ental Institute of Chicago had built 
an inn on the ruins of the old harem 
to use as their quarters while they 
were working there and the Ghash-
ghais had arranged for us to stay 
there in this very American seem-
ing hostelry. We were expecting to 
have K-rations for our Thanksgiv-
ing dinner but to our surprise we 
were met by the Ghashghais’ agent 
who had come up from Shiraz with 
a cook and a Thanksgiving dinner 
complete with all the trimmings—
roasted turkey stuffed with dress-
ing, vegetables, rice, nuts, fruits, 
candies, cake, liquor—the works. It 
truly was a Thanksgiving Day to be 
thankful for. After dinner Dana and 
I took a walk among the ruins in the 
moonlight and then climbed the hill 
behind the ancient city and looked 
down on its ghostly columns.

The next morning we got up 
before dawn and climbed the hill 
again to take pictures of Persepolis, 
or Takhte Jamshid as the Iranians 
call it, at sunrise. After breakfast 
we were given a conducted tour of 
the extensive ruins, the excavation 
of which had yet a long way to go. 
Cyrus the Great started Persepolis 
but it was Darius the Great (533-
486) who built the great terrace 
out from the mountainside and the 
many stately government buildings 
and palaces on this terrace. Sadly, 
Alexander the Great in 333BC 
burned Persepolis with its stately 
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columns of Lebanon Cedar and 
Indian teak. The treasury building 
alone was built with ninety-nine 
pillars. Only when wood was not 
available did the Persians use 
granite for columns. At the top of 
some of the columns of granite still 
standing were enormous carved 

double-headed capitals of bulls’ 
or horses’ heads. Raising masses 
of stone carvings to such heights 
bespoke a high civilization familiar 
with cranes and pulleys. In the 
museum which had been rebuilt on 
the foundation of one of the palaces 
were old and corroded metal rollers, 
a part of their pulley system.

Half way up the hill behind the 
city was another engineering marvel: 
a cistern some fourteen feet square 
straight down through solid granite 
into the bowels of the earth to reach 
water to supply the city.

The builders and artisans had 
chiseled many life size bas relief 
figures on walls. At the time the 
Arabs came looting many centuries 
later, the sands of time had buried 
much of Persepolis. The faces of 
any of these figures that were still 
showing above ground were chiseled 
away by the Arabs, for they believed 
that any depiction of the face was an 
affront to Allah. Centuries later when 
archeologists began unearthing the 
treasurers of Persepolis, many of 
the beautiful antiquities were carted 
off to museums in London, Paris, 
and Chicago. Finder’s keepers. B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescot Continued on Page 6

AUxILIARY LIAISON

I f you haven’t attended a Thurs-
day luncheon due to transpor-

tation, we are trying to locate a ride 
for you from a fellow SVC member/
auxiliary who may live in your area.

We have had some very 
interesting speakers as usual, and 
more to come. Consider a social 
gathering, meeting old friends, 
and making new ones. Spend a 
few hours “gabbing”, eating, and 
enjoying a good speaker.

If you are interested in a ride, 
please call Patricia Pogue, 650-498-
4303. Please leave a message for me 
if I’m not in – your name and phone 
number so I can call you back. B

Pat

ARMY RESERVE AT 
MOFFETT

T he U.S. Army’s 63rd Infan-
try Division participated in 

three WWII campaigns including 
Ardennes/Alsace, Rhineland, and 
Central Europe and was the recipi-
ent of numerous honors and awards. 
On January 1, 1968 the division 
was reactivated as the 63rd Army 
Reserve Command, with its units 
based in Southern California, Ari-
zona and Nevada; units were later 
activated for Operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm with 14 
deploying to the Persian Gulf. In 
April 1995 it became the 63rd Re-
gional Support Command and later 
the 14,000 soldier strong Regional 
Readiness Command, with person-
nel deploying to Bosnia and Koso-
vo and later Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Since September 2008, once again 
as the 63rd Regional Support Com-

mand, it has been functioning as the 
primary U.S. Army Reserve organi-
zation at Moffett Federal Airfield.

The command today provides 
administrative, logistical, base 
support, and services to supported 
organizations in a 7-state Southwest 
Region while exercising command 
and control of assigned units.

Commanded by MG Michael 
J. Schweiger, the 63rd is one of 
four Regional Support Commands 
located across the country, and 
includes operations in California, 
Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. 
There are five major elements with 
three located in California:  Fort 
Hunter Liggett, 79th SSC at Los 
Alamitos, and the headquarters in 
Mountain View. Core competencies 
include program management 
of facilities, stationing, force 
management, and real property; 
legal, medical psychological health, 
and environmental trained and 
credentialed professionals; plus 
contract management. Personnel 
are at work hard to accomplish 
two basic strategic goals, namely, 
reducing the administrative, 
logistical and base support services 
burden on supported commands 
and providing mission command to 
subordinate units.

The 63rd command group has a 
modified general staff and special 
staff. Total personnel within the 
seven state area is 1,344. The 
annual budget is about $112,000. 
The organization has adopted 
modern management/organization 
principles including doing 
meaningful work, using the best 
ideas from anywhere, respecting 
each other and customers, aiming for 
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continuous improvement, and being 
good stewards of the taxpayer’s 
dollar. And certain basic business 
rules are followed, such as focusing 
on fundamental business activities, 
doing only necessary work which 
will add value, getting involved only 
with work that has been resourced, 
and continually evaluating what the 
mission should be.

LTC Lance A. Montgomery, 
USA, Secretary to the General Staff, 
provided specific detail about lines 
of operation and supporting tasks, 
namely human capital enterprise, 
material enterprise, installation 
enterprise, and mission command. 
A map is available showing satellite 
offices/soldier readiness processing 
centers throughout the region, 
logistics facilities, and location of 
facilities which are managed. Even 
the army bands are important:  To 
provide music throughout the full 
spectrum of military operations and 
instill in our soldiers the will to fight 
and win, foster the support of our 
citizens, and promote our national 
interests at home and abroad.

Of special interest to some 
chapter members perhaps, Fort 
Hunter Liggett is the U.S. Army 
Reserve’s largest installation and 
the eighth largest in the entire U.S. 
Army. It is an impressive base for 
our country’s brigade-based forces. 
Situated on 17,500 secluded acres 
that feature mountains, valleys, 
rivers, ponds, plains, and forests, 
Fort Hunter Liggett provides diverse 
terrain to conduct all kinds of Army 
maneuvers and combat training. 
Among the assets at Fort Hunter 
Liggett are convoy live fire courses, 
weapons qualification ranges, live 
fire shoot house, urban assault 
course, and ammunition supply 

point. A Distance Learning Center 
comes fully equipped with three-
dozen computers, 50 classrooms, 
and beds to accommodate more 
than 3,500 soldiers.

The 63rd Regional Support 
Command supports 197 facilities, 
21 training and support commands, 
42,194 troop program unit soldiers 
and 3,140 active Guard/Reserve 
personnel, and supervises world 
class training for combat support 
(CS) and combat service support 
(CSS) units. All this creates a 
significant economic impact 
throughout the southwestern states 
which totals $4,452,476,831. 
Not only does the command 
continue day-to-day operations, 
but it prepares to react when 
called in response to emergencies 
and natural disasters. B

Source: LTC Montgomery

LUNCHEON SPEAKERS

D uring the March luncheon 
one member was heard to 

say, “I attend the meeting only when 
there is a speaker of interest to me.”

Over the past several years the 
chapter’s program chair, Lt. Col. 
Jesse “Jay” Craddock, USAF-Ret, 
and others have been working hard 
to identify and engage speakers who 
would have wide audience appeal.

At one particular luncheon a 
number of years ago members 
were asked to complete a written 
survey questionnaire by checking 
broad subject area classifications 
as well as specific topics. In part, 
those classifications included: 
arts and entertainment; business, 
economics and investments; history 

and geography; international 
and CONUS travel and tourism; 
the military and member careers 
and experiences with emphasis 
on personal affairs, retirement, 
TRICARE, and other benefits and 
services; sports, recreation, and 
local attractions.

The 
responses 
were carefully 
tabulated and 
studied for 
major interest 
patterns yet 
the conclusion 
was that 
members 
seemed 
attracted to 
most topics 
included. 
Military topics 
captured a lot 
of interest, but 
not the level 

of interest expected for a military 
organization and commissioned 
officer members. Some said they’d 
like to be entertained by a magician 
or vocalist, learn more about the 
national and local economies, listen 
to a college professor talk about 
early California history, and more.

Jay Craddock would like 
to know your interests and 
preferences. If you have an opinion 
about any aspect of the luncheon 
meetings including location, 
facility, buffet luncheon, $24 cost, 
and speaker topic, please telephone 
Jay at your earliest convenience, 
(650) 968-0446. It would be a way 
for you to make a contribution 
and a difference related to 
management of chapter affairs. B

Source: Speaker Topic Survey



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.

This Space
For Rent

This Space
For Rent

Michael Sampognaro
LTC USAF(RET)

1645 San Pedro Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
www.morganhillcellars.com
408 779 7389 Fax 408 779 9083 michael@morganhillcellars.com
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
June2012

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 June

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   21 June Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


