
Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

The Bulletin
Volume XI Issue 7 July 2014

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS
PRESIDENT: Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro USAF
408-779-7389
1st VP: Lt Col Neil Miles USAF
408-929-1142
2nd VP: Lt. Col. Jay Craddock USAF
650-968-0446
Secretary: COL Warren Enos AUS
408-245-2217
Treasurer: CAPT Lloyd McBeth USN
408-241-3514
Past President: CAPT Paul Barrish USN
408-356-7531

DIRECTORS
CAPT Gil Borgardt USN       650-342-1270
CWO4 Pat Clark USA       831-402-8548
CDR V.A. Eagye USN       408-733-3177
CDR Ralph Hunt USN       650-967-8467
Lt Col Neil Miles USAF       408-929-1142
CDR Al Mouns USN       408-257-5629

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Auxiliary Liaison
   Mrs Patricia Pogue    Auxiliary       650-948-4303
Chaplain
   Chaplain Fred Tittle       USMC       609-802-3492
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
  CDR Ralph Hunt       USN       650-967-8467
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
  CDR Al Mouns       USN       408-257-5629
Programs
  Lt. Col. Jesse Craddock       USAF       650-968-0446
ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark       USA       831-402-8548
ROA Liason
  COL Warren B. Enos       AUS       408-245-2217
Membership/Recruitment
   COL Warren B. Enos       AUS       408-245-2217
Scholarship
   CAPT Paul Barrish       USN       408-356-7531
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   CDR V.A. Eagye       USN       408-733-3177
Web Master
   Lt Col Mike Sampognaro   USAF       408-779-7389
Veteran Affairs
  Lt Col Neil Miles      USAF       408-929-1142
Development Officer
  CAPT Gil Borgardt      USN              650-342-1270
Sargeant-at-Arms
  CDR Ralph Hunt      USN              650-967-8467
Chapter Outreach
  CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC          408-323-8838
Legislation & Navy League Liaison
  LCDR Tom Winant     USN      650-678-7120

The Chapter Board meets at 129th Support Group
Bldg 680, Moffett Federal Airfield

Bulletin Editor
Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, USAF

“The Bulletin” is published 11or12 times annually
P.O. BOX 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
  *10 July     Board Meeting   10:00 AM
17 July         Luncheon    11:00 AM
  7 Aug       Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 Aug         Luncheon    11:00 AM

Board Meetings Are Open to All Members
Board Minutes Are Available to Members From The Secretary

Luncheon Program
17 July 2014

LtCol Norman Scott USAF(Ret)
Social Hour:   11:00 AM
Luncheon:       11:45 AM

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

*Special BOD meeting and luncheon at Morgan Hill Cellars



SVC WEB SITES

Our Chapter website is www.

siliconvalleymoaa.org, a shorter
link is www.svcmoaa.org. You
can also get to it from the na-
tional MOAA site: Put the cursor
over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley
Chapter. From there you may
link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links
for The Bulletin and eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of

a retiree locally through the
Retire Activity Office (RAO).

The phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA
member’s death to:

MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St,

Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622

Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning

the Membership Chair–see listing
on front page of The Bulletin. B

Thought For The Month

“All I ask is the chance to
prove that money can’t make

me happy.”
― Spike Milligan

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

Our usual date for the Board of Directors to meet is the first Thursday
of the month, but this July because of the 4th of July holiday it was
decided to have it on the 10th of July. Since I have another meeting the
same day at my place, I offered my winery for both a special BOD
meeting and an additional Luncheon. The lunch will be home made
Pasta, Chicken Parmesan, Salad, Soft Drinks, Wine Desert and Coffee.
This lunch will be $15.00 at the door, if you make your reservation by
July 8th it will be $10.00. My vision for this luncheon is to recruit new
members. If you bring a potential new member it will be $5.00.
If you need a list of National MOAA members in your area, call with
your zip code and I will send you the list.

All members are welcome to the BOD meeting which will start at
10am. The lunch will be at noon.  The address is:

  Morgan Hill Cellars
1645 San Pedro Avenue
Morgan Hill, CA 95037

Make reservations by calling 408 7790 7389 Tues-Sun 10am-5pm
                                                                                               mike

Our Regular July speaker on July 17th is scheduled to be
LtCol Norman Scott

Please	  send	  in	  your	  reserva/ons	  early
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (see	  the	  last	  page	  of	  this	  bulle/n)

JULY 17th SPEAKER

One day in early May 2014 the Federal Aviation Administration halted
flights into airspace managed by the Palmdale air traffic control center
because something “fried” the computers, resulting in major problems for
more than 500 flights in and out of Los Angeles. Almost immediately
                                                       contd... pg 3
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      JULY SPEAKER contd...
there was speculation that the incident was caused by
a hostile electro-magnetic pulse (EMP), some kind of
military exercise, or perhaps the Russians. But soon
the best guess was a software glitch sparked by the
flight of a single high altitude U-2 reconnaissance
aircraft, that an improper flight plan computer code
prompted malfunctions that overwhelmed the
computer system. Could a U-2 really have created an
issue that inconvenienced so many people?
The chapter’s July speaker will be Lt. Col. Norman
Scott, USAF-Ret, a highly regarded technical
intelligence specialist who will provide an illustrated
briefing of the history and evolution of the U-2, its
capabilities and limitations, current national security
and domestic missions, on-board sensors, plus a
typical mission scenario, all in part to demonstrate
why the aircraft is needed in an age of satellites. As
of late April 2014 author Michael Auslin wrote that
“the U-2 spy plane has unparalleled capabilities, but
it’s endangered by Pentagon cost-cutting.” Lt. Col.
Scott might suggest what role a U-2 could have
played in the Palmdale shutdown, if any.
The U-2, nicknamed “Dragon Lady,” is an espionage
fixed-wing aircraft made by Lockheed, now
Lockheed Martin. It first flew in 1955 and was
declared operational in 1956. It flies a lot like a
powered glider. It was made during the Cold War
because the United States needed a way to look at the
Soviet military bomber forces deep inside the Soviet
Union. The United States wanted to keep the purpose
of the U-2 secret, but on May 1, 1960, Francis Gary
Powers was hit and shot down in his U-2 by a Soviet
SAM SA-2 missile. In 1962, Powers was released
and traded for captured Soviet spy Rudolf Abel. After
this, the SR-71 Blackbird started spying on the Soviet
Union; it was faster and much more difficult to track
and shoot down. The U-2 is still in service even
though the basic design is more than 50 years old.
The U-2 is considered to be a very difficult aircraft to
pilot and perhaps the world’s toughest to fly and
land. Lt. Col. Scott will show a video of pilots trying
to land the aircraft under difficult cross wind
conditions. Captain Michael Opresko, 29, knows
first-hand how challenging it is to fly the U-2 Dragon
Lady and how punishing it can be on the body,

especially flying alone for 8 to 12 hours so high the
pilot has to wear a space suit. “Going up to 30,000
feet cabin pressure is like going from sea level to
Everest each day,” he said. And, if above a certain
altitude, a pilot was to lose cabin pressure or eject,
without the suit, the blood, saliva and other body
fluids would instantly boil—literally. “Not a good
thing,” Opresko said. A typical U-2 flight leaves the
pilot drained, stiff, and because of breathing 100
percent oxygen during the flight, dehydrated.
“You’re completely wiped, you’re ready to go to bed,
you’re hungry, you know, you feel like you’ve just
worked out like none other,” Opresko said. “You
don’t have the body aches and pains, but you just feel
wiped. You’re done.”
In the middle of the 20th century, the nation needed a
new reconnaissance aircraft that could fly high above
enemy fighters and anti-aircraft fire. Lockheed
submitted and won an unsolicited bid to design,
develop, and build such a platform and the company
asked Clarence "Kelly" Johnson to come up with
such a design. Johnson was Lockheed's best
aeronautical engineer, responsible for the P-38, and
the P-80. He was also known for completing projects
ahead of schedule, working in a separate division of
the company, informally called the Skunk Works.
There are good reasons why the U-2 has been
operational for a half century.
Lt. Col. Scott completed a 20 year Air Force career
assisting with the evolution of the U-2 and later
settled in Silicon Valley to apply his capabilities and
experience to advanced national security and
commercial projects. After the acquistion of ARGO
Systems by Boeing in 1987, he held the position of
President of ARGO Systems. Following retirement
from Boeing he continued to work as a consultant on
space systems. ARGO Systems became Boeing
Sunnyvale in 1989. He was involved in large part in
classified and otherwise highly sensitive research and
development (R&D) of electronic systems and
subsystems. He was not a pilot in the Air Force.
______________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

B

- 3 -



JUNE SPEAKER REPORT

     Fort Greely, Alaska is home to one of America’s
two domestic missile defense bases. Now it’s getting
armored against high-altitude electromagnetic energy
attacks—like the kind emitted from nuclear blasts.
It’s a far-fetched scenario, but the Pentagon is
spending millions on a bunker designed to protect
against exactly that.  According to contract
documents from the Army Corps of Engineers, the
military plans to spend $44 million on an “HEMP-
protected” bunker housing the base’s missile launch
control systems.  By HEMP, the contract is referring
to high-altitude electromagnetic pulses. The base at
Fort Greely houses anti-ballistic missile interceptors
stored in silos, and can also control and direct
interceptors fired from a similar site at Vandenberg
Air Force base in California. What’s this all about?
What is an EMP? What are the dangers involved?

     The chapter’s June speaker was CDR Robert
Whitten, USN (RET), Ph.D. from Duke University,
and a chapter member who served for more than
eight years as a senior physicist with SRI
International and completed a career with NASA. In
a little more than a half hour he provided a full-color
illustrated presentation on details of the
electromagnetic pulse (EMP), described the threats,
and offered current methods of protecting the nation
and its people.

     Two types of pulses were described, namely solar
eruptions or flares and nuclear explosions at high
altitude.  During solar activity vast amounts of
material--electrons and protons-- are ejected
producing microwave radiation that can “fry”
electronics, particularly at mid to high latitudes.  The
Quebec Power outage of March 10, 1989 is an
example.  The aurora borealis is a bombardment of
the atmosphere by electrically charged particles
resulting in an EMP outcome. A relatively low yield
nuclear detonation would affect all of the U.S. and
parts of Canada and Mexico.  One  EM shock wave
of micro-seconds duration disables all unshielded
electronics including computers, car  engines, cell
phones, and the like; recovery could

take months to years. The “Starfish” test of  July 9th,
1962, a nuclear detonation near Johnston Island
southwest of Hawaii, wiped out high frequency
communications over much of the Pacific Ocean;
electric power, telephone lines and street lights were
disrupted in Hawaii.

   Very real threats include certain current adversaries
such as North Korea, Iran, and terrorist groups. In
addition, a non-descript ship off the U.S. coast could
launch a short range missile with a devastating
outcome.  A federal threat commission established by
the 2001 National Defense Authorization Act
evaluates specific threats by hostile states to the
military and civilian populations and infrastructure;
the capability of the country to repair and recover
from damage; and the feasibility and cost of
hardening select systems, such as the Alaska bunker,
against an attack. Protection includes Faraday cages,
essentially EM shielding, with microwave ovens as
an example.  The shielding of power stations is the
responsibility of the national government and not the
utility companies.

     Personal survival requires storage of food and
bottled water for at least a month, availability of an
emergency “ham” radio, and the shielding of
essentials dependent upon electric power.  Very real
problems existing today include little or no
redundancy in critical systems, a lack of power grid
capacity to aid affected areas, little capacity to repair
damaged systems, inadequate emergency
communications, and a political class which appears
uninterested in defensive measures.  For all practical
purposes the nation is unprepared.

     Chapter members asked a number of questions
such as how quickly an EMP could move (speed of
light); to what extent a burst might create an aurora
(no data); and if a pulse might knock out satellites
(they are hardened).  CDR Whitten said, “The End is
Nigh” and with that he closed with a conclusion that
in his last presentation he showed a solution in search
of a problem (climate change) and with EMP there is
a problem in search of a solution.
_________________________
SOURCE:  Luncheon Speaker
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LEGISLATIVE The Legislative Affairs
Training Webinar Is Now Online For Viewing

Greetings from National MOAA!

To better facilitate the health and vitality of the
council and chapter system, national MOAA
facilitates periodic training webinars to address key
council and chapter management issues that serve as
the foundation for your long-term success.

Last week, Col Mike Hayden, USAF (Ret), Director,
Government Relations, offered specialized training
for those wishing to learn more about the roles and
responsibilities for the legislative chair/liaison
position, grassroots advocacy efforts and legislative
priorities.  We received an extremely large volume of
responses for the webinar and were required to add a
second “live” session. Unfortunately, we were sill not
able to accommodate everyone and had a very long
waiting list of interested members. We apologize for
the inconvenience.

The recorded session of the legislative affair training
webinar, for those unable to participate or those who
wish to review, is now posted to the website and may
be viewed at the following link: http://www.moaa.
org/main_article.aspx?id=14390

For login assistance, please contact MOAA’s
Member Service Center at 1-800-234-6622 Mon-Fri
until 6 PM EST. Thank you all for your membership
and support.
Sincerely,
MOAA Council and Chapter Affairs

Silicon Valley Military Associations Meetings,
Dates and Times
June Report
V2.0
The information below is regarding several Military
Related Associations (not all are represented) with
their meeting dates, times and locations for the next
quarter. These associations are; (1) the Armed
Forces Communications and Electronics Association
(AFCEA), (2) the Reserve Officers Association
(ROA), (3) the Military Officers Association of
America (MOAA), (4) the Navy League, (5) the Air
Force Association (AFA), (6) Association of Old
Crows (AOC), (7) Association of the US Army
(AUSA). Unfortunately, there may be changes in
these schedules that this author is not aware of.
Therefore, you are encouraged to check their
websites or the POC for the most accurate
information.

(1) AFCEA – Hold Quarterly meetings at the Moffett
Museum from 1100 – 1300 hours – the first
Wednesday of the month – Future meetings as
follows:
August 6 – Cyber Security
Website:  http://siliconvalley.afceachapters.org/

(2) ROA – Hold Monthly meetings at the Holiday
Inn – 1st Street – San Jose – 1130 – 1330 hours – the
fourth Saturday of the month – Future meetings as
follows:
July 23 – 26 – National Convention – Long Beach,
CA
August 23 – Forecasting Geopolitical Areas of
Worldwide Threats - Good Judgment Project
Website: http://www.roa.org/departments/golden-
west-california-navada/chapters/chapter-63

(3) MOAA – Hold Monthly meetings at the Biltmore
Hotel in Santa Clara – from 1100 – 1330 hours – the
third Thursday of the month – Future meeting as
follows:
July 17 - Lt. Col. Norman Scott, USAF-Ret, U-2
development and operations.
contd... pg6
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Meetings ...contd
August 21 - Palm Springs Chapter member Bert

Upson, who escaped from the World Trade Center on
9/11, will share his experiences.
September - tentative/U.S.S. Pueblo incident.
Website: http://svcmoaa.org/Bulletin/Current.htm

(4) Navy League – Hold periodic meetings usually at
the Palo Alto Elks Lodge or the Moffett Field
Museum and other Silicon Valley Locations –Future
meetings as follows:
July 8 - Tuesday evening, FBI Special Agent Chong
Cho from San Francisco Anti-Terrorism unit will
speak, and will show footage of an actual terrorist
bust.
August 12 - Mr. Richard Pekelney - Submarines in
WWII, USS Pampanito, and a System Engineering
Triumph.
Date TBD -Ms. Kori Schake will return for a
Saturday event - Nationally known writer & speaker
-- “Google” her and get a full page profile.
Website:  http://www.santaclaranavyleague.org/

(5) AFA – Hold periodic meetings usually at the
Moffett Field Museum – from 1130 – 1300 hours.

July 24 – Luncheon - Guest speaker will be Bill
Yenne, author of numerous historical books.  His
talk will be about his book, "Hap Arnold, The
General Who Invented the U.S. Air Force."

Website: http://www.afasanjose.org/
First quarter newsletter:
http://afasanjose.org/Downloads/1st%20Qtr%
202014%20Newsletter.pdf

(6) AOC – Hold periodic meetings at various
locations in the Silicon Valley – None scheduled
currently.
Website: www.goldcrows.org

(7) AUSA – Work in progress – waiting for input
_____________________
Robert B. Landgraf
CWO5 - USMC (Ret)

County of Santa Clara Issuing Veteran I.D. Cards
Beginning June 12

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. –
Veterans can obtain Veteran I.D. cards at the Santa
Clara County Office of Veterans Services beginning
June 12. Veterans can use the new identification
cards as proof of military service, instead of carrying
DD-214 papers to access services or benefits and
receive discounts at many local businesses. There are
approximately 85,000 veterans living in Santa Clara
County.
“Providing new identification cards to veterans is one
small way we can show our appreciation for their
service to our country,” said Gary Graves, County of
Santa Clara Chief Operating Officer.
 To obtain an identification card:
·        Make an appointment with the Santa Clara
County Office of Veterans Services, located at 68 N.
Winchester Blvd., Santa Clara, 95050, by calling 408
918-4980.
·        Bring copy of discharge papers (DD 214)
showing Honorable discharge or General (Under
Honorable conditions) discharge and photo I.D. such
as a driver’s license or military I.D.
·        Complete a short application form found at
www.sccgov.org/vets, or arrive 15 minutes prior to
appointment to fill it out at the office.
Many businesses in Santa Clara County and the Bay
Area offer discounts to veterans, including San Jose
Giants, Great America, Lowes, Home Depot, Regal
Cinemas, Wing Stop, Chili’s, Applebee’s, Denny’s,
Apple, Walgreens on Tuesdays, AMF Bowling and
Santa Cruz Boardwalk. Veterans should check with
businesses to confirm discounts.
 The Office of Veterans Service assists veterans and
their families in obtaining benefits and services
accrued from military service.
Gwendolyn Mitchell
Director, Office of Public Affairs

County of Santa Clara
70 West Hedding Street, 11th Floor East
San Jose, CA 95110

Phone: 408-299-5151
Fax:  408-295-2192
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Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:   $26.00    $______(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to
above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 11 July

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 17 July Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mailto: LTCJayCraddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

July 2014
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