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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

The trouble with speaking 
one’s mind is that it 
limits conversations. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

THE PREZ SEZ

O ur summer is quickly wan-
ing and the chapter has suc-

cessfully accomplished most of our 
scheduled goals.

Kudos to Capt. Barrish for his 
excellent work with the “college 
level” ROTC units and to Pat Clark 
who made sure that 38 High School 
ROTC units received medals for 
their “outstanding cadets”.

We have acquired a few new 
members for the chapter, as well as 
MOAA. Our luncheon attendance 
has been well above last year’s 
average because we have been 
fortunate to acquire interesting 
speakers; however, many “sought 
after” speakers are not available to 
small groups, so your attendance 
at our luncheon is important to our 
future programs.

We were able to obtain a vehicle 
and furniture for the wounded 
veteran and his family that attended 
our March luncheon. Chaplain 
Tittle and Mrs. Grace Seidman 
arranged for the donation.

Future Programs are scheduled 
thru October, so let’s plan to attend 
our luncheons. Thank you! B

Jay

JULY SPEAKER

T he chapter’s July speaker will 
be the highly acclaimed pho-

tojournalist, Andrew Hughan, who 
has extensive experience in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, as well as other 
locations such as Diego Garcia and 
Keflavik, Iceland, reporting and 
filming in hostile and dangerous en-
vironments. Over time he has edited 
thousands of video clips, news sto-

ries, and photographs, and he has 
selected some very special images 
to show during his luncheon pre-
sentation.

Andrew’s early public 
information officer service began 
after enlisting in the Navy in May 
1984 where he completed basic 
training in San Diego, completed a 
tour aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Carl Vinson out of Alameda, then 
attended the Defense Information 
School, and finally joined Armed 
Forces Radio and Television 
detachments overseas. After 
earning a BA degree from CSU, 
Chico, he joined the California 
Army National Guard, was 
assigned to the 69th Press Camp 
Headquarters, Fairfield, from 
where he deployed to fires, floods, 
counterdrug operations, and CANG 
operations in Central America.

In 1996 he joined the Moffett 
Field’s 129th Rescue Wing and 
served in the multimedia center, 
where he created hundreds of 
video productions, supported the 
Wing and flying operations with 
photographs, videos, graphics, 
and publications, and worked 
closely with the flying and 
pararescue squadrons. In 2002 
he deployed to Baghdad, Iraq, 
as a photojournalist—the only 
CA ANG public affairs airman in 
theater and the sole public affairs 
NCO assigned to then Lt. General 
Petraeus. While in Iraq he worked 
all over the country documenting 
the NATO efforts there: riding 
in convoys, walking patrols with 
soldiers, and joining counter-
insurgent operations, including 
more than 10 hours of combat 
helicopter flight.

In October 2009, Andrew 
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deployed to Afghanistan with an 
Army contractor to hire, equip, and 
train local Afghan journalists in the 
advanced tradecraft. Assigned to the 
eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad, 10 
miles from the Pakistan border, he 
and two Afghan-American advisors 
lived in a compound where he was 
responsible for the training and 
safety of 16 journalists working in 
the eastern region of the country. He 
collected a huge number of videos 
and still photos and returned home 
happy that no member of the team 
was injured or killed, and grateful 
for the experience.

Today Andrew serves as the 
Public Information Officer for the 
California Department of Fish and 
Game and is responsible for the 
organization’s public image, serving 
as spokesman to the media and the 
public.

Andrew is married to his 
wife, Kathy, and they have two 
children, Mark and Presten, as 
well as one grandson, Trenton. 
They live in Sacramento. B

Source: Biography 

INTRODUCING

C DR Al Mouns, USN (RET), 
Auxiliary Liaison and Chair, 

Friends-in-Need, serves as a com-
munications link between national 
MOAA and the chapter auxiliaries 
and between the auxiliaries and 
national MOAA, providing infor-
mation and services and advising 
MOAA of auxiliary interests, prob-
lems and concerns. In addition, he is 
a first contact when members have 
special needs or issues, such as a 
member death, and offers assistance 

and resources as appropriate.
Born in Chicago, raised among 

the orange groves in (then) rural 
Southern California, he entered 
flight training in 1961 after college 
and commissioning through the 
Naval Reserve Officers Training 
Program (NROTC). He flew in 
three patrol squadrons and was a 
member of ship’s company aboard 
two aircraft carriers, performed 
staff duty in Hawaii, and retired in 
1982. He is a graduate of the Naval 
War College.

CDR Mouns studied accounting 
at San Jose State and became a 
Certified Public Accountant. He 
currently operates a boutique 
accounting practice in San Jose, 
and he says he plans to retire 
two hours after he finds an all-
consuming hobby more exciting 
than tax work. He and his wife, 
Judy, live in Cupertino. B

Source: Biography

DEATH MARCH REPORT

T he Bataan Memorial Death 
March is a challenging trek 

through the high desert terrain of 
White Sands Missile Range, New 

Mexico, conducted in honor of the 
heroic service members who de-
fended the Philippine Islands dur-
ing World War II, sacrificing their 
freedom, health and, in many cases, 
their very lives. Participants come 
from all over the United States and 
indeed the world, all competing 
against themselves for a record time 
score.

After a flight to El Paso, Texas, 
and an overnight stay at Fort Bliss, 
the cadets traveled by automobile to 
the event site. Before leaving they 
had an interesting conversation 
with Sergeant Major Jacobs who 
provided some very valuable and 
advice and counsel. It was a bonus to 
see Juarez, Mexico, in the distance.

“The hike was very challenging 
and one of the best experiences ever,” 
said Bronco battalion commander 
Cadet Ann Thompson. After heavy-
duty training in Redwood City they 
were ready to go. Santa Clara fielded 
3 teams,: 2 heavy and 1 light, and 
they were off to a fast start. But at 
mile 6 they began an incline which 
in the strong winds, heat and dust 
brought on fatigue. At mile 13 they 
were on a slight downhill path, but 
it was back to rough conditions at 
mile 18 as they headed for course 
completion at mile 26.2. Members, 
however, were highly motivated 
and they had each other for support. 
The cadets finished the course with 
a time 8 hours, 11 minutes, and 30 
seconds.

Cadet (LTC) Thompson is a 
senior history major at Stanford 
and will graduate with honors in 
June. She has been commuting to 
the ROTC program at Santa Clara 
and will be commissioned as a 
military intelligence officer. She is 

Continued on Page 4
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In democracy it’s your vote 
that counts. In feudalism it’s 
your count that votes. B

a graduate of the Airborne School, 
the Leadership Development 
and Assessment Course, and the 
Cultural and Language Program. 
While in ROTC, she has trained as 
a member of Santa Clara’s Ranger 
Challenge Team, Bataan Memorial 
Death March Team, and Color 
Guard Team. While in college, 
she has held internships at World 
Vision (a global development relief 
organization) and the Palo Alto 
Veterans Medical Center. She has 
studied abroad at Oxford University.

It was through member 
generosity that this chapter was able 
to support this event financially. B

Source: Cadet Ann Thompson

THE HUNT
Note: Chapter auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories of when 
she accompanied her husband MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

A t some of the many parties 
we had become acquaint-

ed with Khosrow Ghashghai, the 
youngest of the four brothers ruling 
the Ghashghais, who are a nomadic 
tribe which migrated from Turkey to 
southern Iran centuries ago. Khos-
row invited us to a hunting party in 
his tribal lands in the southern prov-
inces of Siraz and Lars, an invita-
tion we enthusiastically accepted. A 
number of others from the embassy 
were also invited.

We flew down to Shah Reza south 
of Teheran and arrived late in the 
afternoon at the tiny airstrip. There 
were at least fifty Army officers 
and city fathers out to meet us. The 

mayor of the village had prepared a 
lunch for us and even though it was 
late courtesy dictated that we go to 
his welcoming feast. Like so many 
other Persian dinners they served 
just about every dish they make: 
chilau and pilau, horeshts, stuffed 
eggplant, smothered chicken, roast 
beef, lamb kabob, fish kabob, 
mahst/yogurt, pickled young green 
walnuts, and mountains of rice. 
There were no women present.

We now had a three hour journey 
by “mahcheen,” a brand new Desoto 
for the women and jeeps for the 
rest. It was a dirt road all the way, 
but we finally made it down into the 
valley that marked the end of our 
journey by car. Horses were waiting 
and we had another three hours to 
the campsite where Khosrow and 
his brother greeted us at a roaring 
bonfire to welcome and warm us. As 
remote as the campsite was, it was as 
luxurious as a rustic campsite could 
be. There were Persian carpets, 
chairs, a bar, lots of big pillows, and 
a little hand-cranked record player, 
a bath house, and plenty of food. 
Men brought basins of warm water 
for us to wash in and drinks were 
had all around.

We were at a summer hunting 
camp of the four brothers, with sixty 
or seventy tribesmen to take care of 
our party. My father, who loved to 
hunt and fly fish, taught me to hunt 
and fish. While I first hunted quail 
and ducks and turtle doves, I was 
never a good shot. On this partridge 
hunt, however, I never missed. Two 

tribesmen helped me, one holding 
my horse and the other handing me 
a loaded shotgun, then both would 
run into the underbrush to retrieve 
the birds.

We would form a long line on 
foot across the face of a hill through 
desert scrub brush and scraggly 
struggling trees which afforded 
good cover for the birds, which 
like pheasants were reluctant to fly 
until flushed. I was the only woman 
hunting and Khosrow kept me in 
tow, anxious to see that I bagged 
my share. At the end of three days 
of hunting and trying to keep up 
with him and the tribesmen, I was 
practically crawling on my hands 
and knees, but I was having fun and 
didn’t want to quit.

We would ride over a ridge and 
there in the valley was the camp. We 
would lie about on carpets resting on 
big pillows drinking cokes and beer 
and eating fruit until all our party 
arrived. We moved to the dining 
room tent for an elaborate lunch, 
with the feast featuring partridge 
fixed in several ways and again, 
with mountains of rice. On the last 
afternoon we even had cream puffs.

Each night was party time. 
We played games, told jokes, and 
danced to the music from our little 
wind up record player. The theme 
song of our expedition was “There’s 
a Bluebird on my Windowsill” 
which Geoffrey loved and played 
over and over. We were a little sad 
at the end of the third day to think 
that the end of such a wonderful trip 
was at hand. It is the custom for the 
guest to send a gift to his host but 
here the host looks upon himself as 
the favored one and sends a gift in 
appreciation of your company. B

Lynn Cragin Prescott
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THE CHAPTER’S WEBSITE

I n a continuing effort to com-
municate more effectively 

with members and the wider mili-
tary community, Lt. Col. Mike Sam-
pognaro, USAF-Ret, the chapter’s 
webmaster, has been expanding, up-
dating, and otherwise maintaining 
the website which can be accessed 
at www.siliconvalleymoaa.org. To 
make it a little easier he has made 
the access to the website available 
by using this - svcmoaa.org 

His duties generally include 
ensuring that the web servers, 
hardware and software are operating 
accurately, keeping the design 
current, generating and revising web 
pages, replying to user comments, 
and examining traffic through the 
site. He often has the newsletter, 
The Bulletin, posted about a month 
in advance of general membership 
luncheon meetings.

The website is an attempt to 
reach out to the local and wider 
military and general communities 
and specifically military officers 
and others interested in national 
MOAA and local chapter 
membership and participation. With 
the assistance of board members, 
Mike has been busy defining the 
site’s audience, determining who 
might be interested in the military 
professional association, and what 
exactly they would be looking for 
when they visit the site.

The specific purposes of the 
website are to include what is 
to be accomplished and what 
users will get from it. Visitors to 
the site will obtain information 
about chapter history, governance 
including a statement of the bylaws, 
membership issues, current news in 
the form of a monthly newsletter 

and special news items, member 
activities such as scholarships 
and donations, board and member 
meetings, and auxiliary affiliation.

Mike examines the number of 
hits –the number of visits – multiple 
hits separated by time; the number 
of pages served; the number of files 
– information provided a client. 
For example, during the month of 
May 2010, a highly unusual period, 
there were 169,525 hits, 22,173 
visits, 160,034 pages, and 160,181 
files. All that is very technical and 
the domain of the webmaster, but 
the data indicates that a reasonable 
number of people are visiting the 
website and even seeking detailed 
information.

A San Jose State University 
graduate and accomplished 
information technology professional 
and small businessman, Mike has 
extensive experience with both 
IBM and Apple Computer. He 
served as executive officer and 
chief of staff for the Air National 
Guard’s 129th Rescue Wing. Today 
he owns and operates the Morgan 
Hill Cellars winery in Morgan Hill. 
Mike continues to post information 
to the site which is likely to be 
useful to visitors. Chapter members 
with ideas about new items for 
posting should contact him at 
telephone (408) 779-7389 B

Source: Board Minutes

BRONCO BATTALION

O ver the years chapter leaders 
have enjoyed a very positive 

relationship with the Army ROTC 
cadre and cadets. The unit is likely 
the best of its kind in the nation, con-

stantly receiving high evaluations, 
and continues to provide extraor-
dinary opportunities for interested, 
motivated, and academically, physi-
cally, and morally qualified young 
men and women. On that basis, the 
chapter provides financial and ma-
terial support for general operations 
and special projects, activities, and 
events.

A quality education helps build 
quality leaders and the cadre makes 
sure that academics is the number one 
priority. Class planning, tutoring, 
and mentorship are provided in 
order to capitalize on everything the 
university and its Jesuit instruction 

has to offer. The military science 
program provides training and 
development: Infantry squad level 
tactics in the first year, an initial 
leadership role in the second year, 
small unit leadership in the third 
year, and staff experiences in the 
fourth year. When ROTC students 
graduate they will have completed a 
rigorous program, putting them well 
ahead of their peers.

According to Michael Jordan, 
CEO Electronic Data Systems and 
a former military officer, “The 
essence of being an officer is to 
figure out how to deploy forces and 

Coninued on Page 6
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resources to get something done. 
From a management standpoint, 
that is one of the really great 
lessons.” Here is how the Santa 
Clara University ROTC unit 
develops future Army leaders: The 
foundations are provided in the 
classroom; a laboratory component 
makes possible application of 
theory; physical training is a fun 
time for camaraderie and the 
building of physical strength; fall 
and spring field training exercises 
at Fort Hunter-Liggett near King 
City offer experiential training with 
active duty troops; and there are 
special programs such as a Ranger 
challenge and the grueling Bataan 
Memorial Death March, both of 
which stretch mental limits.

LTC John H. Tao, USA, 
Professor of Military Science, 
directs the Bronco Battalion. He 
is new to the organization but has 
already attended chapter luncheons, 
and some members already have 
become acquainted with him. He 
was born in Taiwan, commissioned 
through the ROTC program at Notre 
Dame in 1989, and has served in a 
variety of Army leadership and staff 
positions both in the United States 
and overseas. He is a graduate of the 
Command and General Staff College 
and holds an advanced degree 
in Internal Policy Studies from 
Monterey Institute of International 
Studies. He is married to the former 
Amy Chen and they have two boys, 
Eric (16) and Brandon (10).

Santa Clara ROTC cadets 
subscribe to the Warrior Ethos, “I 
will always place the mission first. I 
will never accept defeat. I will never 
quit. I will never leave a fallen 
comrade.” Chapter board members 
have concluded it is both important 

and in many ways profitable to 
support Bronco Battalion fully. B

Source: SCU ROTC

INTRODUCING…

C APT Paul Barrish, USN 
(RET), 1st Vice President and 

Chair, Scholarship Committee, is 
busy during the late winter and ear-
ly spring months identifying, evalu-
ating, and recommending ROTC 
cadets and armed forces candidates 
for college and university scholar-
ships. Beginning in March he pres-
ents the scholarships at a chapter 
luncheon or campus event.

CAPT Barrish was born in 
San Francisco and attended the 
University of Colorado, Naval 
Postgraduate School, Defense 
Language Institute, and Naval 
War College. He received the MA 
degree from the University of 
Rhode Island. He was a member 
of Naval Intelligence Professionals 
and served as a carrier pilot, flying 
more than 200 missions as an A4 
pilot in Vietnam plus 200 more as 
A6 squadron commander on USS 

Midway. He later served in Buenos 
Aires as Naval Attache.

In 1981 he started a new career 
in Gilroy real estate development 
and Carmel financial services. 
Paul and his wife, Carole, live 
at the Terraces in Los Gatos. B

Source: Biography

VINEGAR

F or those who are not aware, 
following are a number of 

uses for vinegar that will make your 
life a little easier. Using Vinegar for 
food and cooking.
Natural air deodorizer - Heinz 

Vinegar is a natural air freshener 
when sprayed in a room.
Remove rust - Soak the rusted 

tool, bolt, or spigot in undiluted 
Heinz White Vinegar overnight.
Toilet bowl - Pour in one cup 

of Heinz White Vinegar, let it stand 
for five minutes, and flush.
Brighten fabrics - Add 1/2 cup 

vinegar to the rinse cycle.
Natural cleaning wipes - A 

cloth soaked with vinegar for 
sanitizing kitchen counters, stove, 
and bathroom surfaces. This is just 
as effective as the anti-bacterial 
products and does not promote 
resistant strains like the commercial 
products can. This is also a cheaper 
and greener way to protect your 
loved ones.
Cheese Storage - Cheese 

will last longer if you store it in a 
vinegar-soaked cloth.
Whiter Cauliflower - 

Add a teaspoon or so of white 
vinegar to your cooking water 
while cooking cauliflower - it 
will retain a whiter color. B
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Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
July 2011

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 July

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   21 July Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO  or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


