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1 July Board Meeting 10:00 AM
15 July Luncheon 11:00 AM

5 Aug Board Meeting 10:00 AM
No August Luncheon

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

15 July 2010

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

The 129th Air National Guard’s 4-Day Rescue 
Mission

See Article on Page 2

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Most foreign countries, 
when they think of America, 
think of Dough-nations. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M  ail notification of a 
member’s death to:

MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

JULY SPEAKER

I n early April Air National 
Guardsmen from the 129th 

Rescue Wing, Moffett Field, 
completed a four day rescue 
mission involving an injured sailor 
approximately 650 miles off the 
coast of Baja, California. Indeed, 
it was a dramatic rescue on the 
high seas.

The chapter’s July speaker will 
be an Air National Guard member 
who has direct detailed knowledge 
of that rescue. The specific 
individual could not be named by 
the Bulletin publication deadline 
because of short-term overseas 
deployments and west coast field 
exercises.

The 129th sent two HH-G Pave 
Hawk rescue helicopters and one 
MC-130P Combat Shadow aircraft 
to pick up Michael Kalahar, a 56 
year-old sailor from Port Angeles, 
Washington, who suffered life-
threatening head and neck injuries 
aboard his sailing vessel WIND 
CHILD.

Four para-rescue-men, or PJs, 
were flown by a Coast Guard 
C-130 to the WIND CHILD’s 
location 1,400 miles southwest of 
La Paz, Mexico. They parachuted 
into the sea with enough equipment 
to sustain the injured sailor’s life 
for several days. At that point the 
rescue became much more complex 
and a Liberian registered merchant 
vessel en-route to Ensenada was 
diverted to pick up the PJs and 
their patient.

As the container vessel 
approached within 200 miles of the 
coast, the 129th helicopters were 
sent to transport the Guardsmen 
and patient to a hospital in San 
Diego. The action brought the 

total of people saved by the 129th 
Rescue Wing to 909.

This Joint Forces life-saving 
effort was dangerous, difficult, 
literally frightening for all 
concerned, and yet successful. 129th 
Rescue Wing personnel recorded 
much of the action on film and 
it’s likely members will see some 
great photos at the luncheon. The 
specific details of this rescue should 
prove to be an interesting story. B
Source: 129th Rescue Wing Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO DEDICATION
Note: Chapter member CAPT Paul 
Barrish, USN (RET), made this 
presentation at the dedication of a 
memorial to the last A6 crew lost 
in the Vietnam conflict. Edited for 
space.

T his ceremony and my remarks 
serve to recall both some of 

the best and also some of the most 
difficult experiences faced during 
the Vietnam conflict by VA-115 
and families of our squadron.

The exemplary setting of an A6 
Intruder bearing the names of two 
heroes Mike McCormick and Al 
Clark will be unveiled at the end 
of this dedication. The story of 
their final flight will be on display 
alongside the aircraft - visible to 
the millions of folks who visit this 
great ship.

Prior to a 1971 deployment on 
the Midway, VA-115 was assigned 
the AD prop driven Skyraider 
flying it in the Korean Conflict, 
during the Cold War era and in the 
early years of the Vietnam war  -  
the last combat cycle for the unit 
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with that venerable aircraft was in 
1967. Following transition to the 
A6, the unit made its next combat 
deployment to the Western Pacific 
in 1971. Flight operations from 
the USS Midway by the squadron 
restricted movement of North 
Vietnamese military forces and 
supplies, keeping them from getting 
to South Vietnam. We also provided 
aerial refueling for other aircraft. 
The squadron had no losses during 
this deployment, and returned to 
our home base at Whidbey Island, 
Washington in early November 
1971. Expectations were that we 
would have 8 to 9 months of 
preparation before going back 
to combat.

That was not to be  -  based on 
the operational considerations, VA-
115 and the Midway left months 
early to return to dropping ordnance 
in combat by April 1972. Using 
the full capabilities of the A6, our 
crews operated in concert with 
other members of Airwing 5 during 
the daylight hours. The A6 weapon 
system with well-trained crews 
and great maintenance support 
was uniquely capable of night and 
bad weather attacks; we carried 
those out, usually as single plane 
mission. On July 19, 1972, during 
one of those night attacks, Lt Ray 
Donnelly was killed in action. Ray 
had been an all American swimmer 
in college, was single and to this 
day survived by his father who 
has been frequently contacted 
by several members of the unit. 
Ray’s loss impacted both morale 
and operational effectiveness. His 
death would leave us without a 
Bombardier/Navigator (B/N) and 
to make matters worse another B/N, 
LCDR. Gary Mattson, was packed 

up and ready to return to civilian 
life. So we would be without two 
of the vital crewmembers needed. 
This was a time of very high tempo 
flight operations; while I don’t have 
the aggregated figures, my own 
logbook shows 37 combat flights 
in May, 23 in June and 24 in July, 
the month Ray was lost. In a selfless 
act, Gary Mattson said he wanted to 
remain with VA-115 until both his 
and Ray’s replacement arrived. We 
needed Gary and he stayed with us.

An A6 squadron is more than 
aircraft and flight crews; it, like 
other components of the Midway 
and Airwing, was functional 
because of great leadership from 
gifted Chief Petty Officers, and 
specially qualified young men who 
worked long hours. The average age 
of all hands was 21 and they were 
in many cases draftees. To keep an 
A6 flying at the tempo we were in 
was a very arduous challenge. Our 
airplanes and logistics were strained 
to their limit and beyond, as were 
our flight crews. Too our family 
circumstances were more than 
stressful with uncertainty, hazards of 
combat and an open ended return to 
take place only “when the prisoners 
were released.” Negotiations 
were proceeding with the North 
Vietnamese but high tempo flight 
operations continued in all kinds of 
environmental conditions. During 

a night recovery in the midst of a 
thunderstorm, on October 24, there 
was a flight deck conflagration 
that caused mass casualties on the 
Midway. One of our own was lost 
in the event, LTJG Mike Bixel – he 
was a young man who contributed 
much to our ready room and to VA-
115’s operational effectiveness. 
Newly married, his wife Linda 
was left with only his memory.  
By November, it was felt the peace 
was nearly a done deal but that 
was a mistake and the President 
finally called on B-52s to strike at 
the enemy heartland. We had been 
there often, but one of the heavy 
bombers could carry 20 times the 
payload of an A6. Trouble was, they 
were very vulnerable to Surface 
to Air Missiles  -  SAMs  -  and 
needed to have A6s and other 
aircraft suppress this threat. VA-
115 and many other tactical aircraft 
carried out some of the most intense 
combat of the entire conflict during 
this closing chapter of the war. It 
was a successful conclusion in that 
our Prisoners were repatriated but it 
was costly as Mike McCormick and 
Al Clark were lost  -  they now are 
home too but at Arlington alongside 
many others who defended us. 
The legacy of our fallen comrades 
needs to be remembered - they 
gave all to keep us safe. B

Source: CAPT Paul Barrish

WAR AND REMEMBRANCE
Note: The chapter has been 
publishing excerpts of LTC Fred 
Weed’s WWII experiences. In this 
opening statement he demonstrates 

Continued on Page 4
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A hole has been found in 
the nudist camp wall. The 

police are looking into it.

the value of recording memories 
and passing them on to the younger 
generation.
My World War II Autobiography

or
What Did You Do in the War, 

Daddy?

T his was started when my 
friend, Dr Elmer C. Mathews, 

asked me to send him some kind of 
outline or sketch of my service in 
the Second World War, in which he 
served, too, and because for some 
time one of my sons, Joe Weed, has 
asked me to write up some material 
about my life before him.

So I started on March 20, 1997, 
to write it all down in longhand, and 
then put it in my Macintosh Performa 
computer. After a few pages of this, 
I dropped the longhand writing, and 
wrote directly into the computer. 
This made it faster and easier.

If I have any records of my 
enlisted service, other than discharge 
papers, I don’t know where they 
are. In the unlikely event of this 
becoming a best seller, I will go 
through our storage area and attic 
and open everything.

The more I wrote, the more 
I remembered, and the more I 
remembered, the more I wrote. It 
was my intention to give copies to 
my wife, Ruth, and our four children, 
and Elmer. Then I remembered that 
my Sisson cousins, David and Andy, 
had service, so I will send it to them, 
too. Then I thought, why not send 
one to each person mentioned in it, 
if I can find them all, and they are 
still alive! I hope they are.

Both the war and writing this 
were very interesting experiences. 
I was helped greatly by my wife, 
Ruth, who was a great sounding 
board as I remembered things, and 

also a very competent proof reader. 
This is dedicated to her, with love 
and gratitude - March 26, 1997. b

Source: Autobiography

HONOR FLIGHTS

I n early March the chapter 
initiated support of Honor 

Flight NorCal 2010 out of San 
Francisco Airport in a joint effort 
with USO-SFO.

In 2004 a physician assistant 
and retired Air Force captain, Earl 
Morse, established a program to 

honor veterans 
he cared for 
over the years. 
His concept was 
to fly veterans 
to Washington, 
D.C. where they 
could see the 
various military 
memorials; it 
was an effort to 
honor veterans 

for their service. The initial effort 
involved several small planes 
departing a mid-west airport. Over 
the years the program expanded to 
the point where commercial carriers 
are departing from all over the 
nation, including San Francisco, 
carrying veterans and others to the 
nation’s capital.

Last year Honor Flight NorCal 
2009 made three flights from San 

Francisco to Washington, D.C., 
providing an all-expense paid trip 
for a number of WWII veterans 
to visit and reflect at the WWII 
memorial. The returning veterans 
were ecstatic about airport send-
offs and greetings, which were 
conducted primarily by USO-
SFO in both cities. The intent is to 
add more greeters including both 
junior and senior ROTC students in 
uniform to be placed at the flag line, 
providing an even greater honor to 
returning veterans.

Chapter officers decided to help 
coordinate Santa Clara County 
ROTC participation. The number 
of 2010 flights will depend on 
donations collected, perhaps 2 to 
8, and will involve several cadets 
for each flight. Volunteer cadets 
would be provided information 
about flight departures and arrivals, 
assignments, transportation, and 
other details. It is anticipated that 
most of the execution effort will be 
handled by ROTC cadre and staff.

Linda J. Fredericks, USO-SFO 
volunteer, and the coordinator for 
honor flight greetings, is excited 
about the possibility of having 
ROTC cadets assist. “My eldest 
daughter graduated from San Jose 
State University and was a member 
of their ROTC unit even though 
we lived in San Bruno; she is now 
serving as an Army major with 
the Nurse Corps at Walter Reed 
Hospital.” She feels certain cadets 
living in north Peninsula cities 
would be available and volunteer 
for airport duty. 

The USO-SFO personnel are 
most appreciative that Silicon 
Valley Chapter members will help 
facilitate needed ROTC support. b

Source: Linda J. Fredericks
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SHAH OF IRAN
Note: Chapter auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories of when 
she accompanied her husband, MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

T he Shah had a lavish downtown 
palace and a summer palace in 

Shemiran as well, as did many of his 
children. He built many pretentious 
government buildings and the 
sections where they and some of 
the royal winter palaces were in 
the center of Tehran could be quite 
beautiful. The Iranian officer’s 
club was particularly lavish and 
gorgeous and the receptions there 
were very elegant. Another story 
we were told about the Old Shah 
was that once when he was visiting 
Turkey he was shown through the 
magnificent Turkish officer’s club. 
His host implied that of course Iran 
could never have such an officer’s 
club in Tehran.

The Shah couldn’t let this snide 
remark go unchallenged and the 
Iranian officer’s club was the result. 
It had two elevators, a novelty in 
Tehran, one on either side of a broad 
and stately staircase, which divided 
and rejoined itself at each floor from 
the basement to the third and top 
floor. The ceilings were exceedingly 
high and gigantic windows stretched 
from top to bottom with rich drapes 
hung their entire length. Here were 
the most beautiful Persian carpets in 
a land of beautiful carpets, their thin 
tight designs delicate and clear-cut. 
The huge ballroom had hardwood 
floors, another rarity, and many 
would be the happy hours we 
enjoyed dancing across its 
wide spaces.

When the Shah’s son assumed 

the throne he was age twenty two. 
When we arrived in Tehran, he 
was twenty-eight, just my age, and 
he was a bachelor. His first wife, 
Fawzia, was the sister of King 
Farouk of Egypt and had a well 
deserved reputation as the most 
beautiful woman in the world. After 
she gave the young Shah a daughter, 
she left him and went home to much 
more cosmopolitan Cairo and began 
agitating for a divorce. It was not 

possible for a woman to divorce 
a man and especially to divorce a 
monarch, so a deal was worked out 
whereby officially he would divorce 
her on the ground that she had failed 
to produce a son and heir. In return 
the Egyptians agreed to return the 
body of the Old Shah. Although he 
had died in exile in South Africa, 
his remains had been embalmed 
and placed in a mosque in Cairo. 
Midway in our tour his body was 
returned and we had seats of honor 
in the reviewing stand with all the 
American military officers and 

wives at the impressive parade in 
his honor, his body pulled solemnly 
on a caisson. All the mullahs rode 
in black vehicles with seats along 
the sides facing the reviewing 
stand. They were followed by 
everybody who was anybody riding 
in luxurious sedans.

The three years we were in Iran, 
the young Shah was single as he 
had not yet found his second wife, 
Soraya, who was also very beautiful, 
half Iranian from the Bakhtiar tribe 
and half German. The Shah divorced 
her, too, after she also failed to give 
him a son and heir.

We found the Shah to be 
reasonably relaxed and personable 
considering the pomp and 
circumstances surrounding him 
and the extreme deference with 
which he was always treated. We 
felt he was trying to continue the 
Old Shah’s efforts to bring Iran into 
the modern world, though not in the 
ruthless and murderous way of his 
father.

Iran still had much of the 
old feudal system of wealthy 
owners with dirt poor serfs to 
work the land. Young Reza Shah 
gained the enmity of the mullahs 
when he undertook to reform 
some of their vast holdings. B
Source: Persian Version; Adventures 

in Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

SOCIAL LIFE
Let’s  meet  at  the off icer ’s 

c lub for lunch!

I n the 1930’s military athletics 
and social games were key 

social attributes required of officers. 
Sports, often conducted during duty 
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hours, were the principal officer and 
garrison recreation, and included 
polo, baseball, football, boxing, golf, 
and fencing. Evening entertainment 
consisted of dinner parties, dances, 
and informal events at officers’ 
homes, where bridge was the most 
common card game played.

In today’s military, the officer’s 
club and mess, known as the open 
mess, frequently sponsors social 
activities for officers and their 
families. There are facilities for 
dining and for holding private 
dinner parties, plus a program of 
dances, card parties, and other 
forms of group entertainment 
desired by members.

In the past, many chapter 
members considered the Ramada 
Inn the officer’s club equivalent; 
currently, it’s the Biltmore Hotel in 
Santa Clara.

Here is official guidance 
provided by the military: “It is likely 
that you will wish to participate 
in those activities at the club or 
elsewhere that are sponsored by the 
unit to which you are assigned. An 
officer with permanent station at a 
post having a club should become 
a member at once. To fail to do 
so will cause the officer and adult 
members of his or her family to 
miss much of the available social 
life of the post. Most major units 
hold periodic membership drives to 
encourage officers to join the club 
for the benefit of all.”

The chapter schedules monthly 
(except August) luncheon 
meetings to provide members a 
military-related social experience, 
offering a very nice Biltmore 
Hotel ambiance, a delicious buffet 
luncheon, camaraderie and good 
fellowship, and an interesting and 

informative speaker.
Let’s  meet  at  the off icer ’s 

c lub for lunch!
Source: Officer’s Guide

SPACE-A TRAVEL

S pace-Available Flights, 
better known as Space-A or 

military hops, are a unique privilege 
afforded to service members, 
retirees, and their families. Under 
this program, unused seats on 
board US military aircraft are made 
available to these passengers on 
a space-available basis. Unused 
seats on DoD-owned or controlled 
aircraft are made available once 
all the space-required (duty) 
passengers and cargo have been 
accommodated.

CDR Al Eagye, USN (RET), and 
his wife Jan often take a Space-A 
flight to Hawaii simply to play golf. 
They fly from Travis Air Force Base 
near Solano on a giant C-17 cargo/
troop carrier or similar aircraft, stay 
inexpensively in military temporary 
housing, and enjoy the local officers 
club and other facilities. He has 
become the chapter’s resident expert 
on worldwide travel and specifically 
Space A flights, and generally 
provides a Space A travel update at 
the monthly board meeting.

Travis Air Force Base has a 
modern air passenger terminal 
staffed by friendly Air Mobility 
Command passenger service 
representatives who want travelers 
to have a comfortable and enjoyable 
experience. They are quick to answer 
questions and solve problems. In 
addition, Travis offers all the basic 
quarters, transportation, parking, 

shopping, and food services needed 
for a successful trip. Flights often 
include trips to Hawaii, Alaska, the 
South Pacific including Australia 
and New Zealand, the Far East 
with focus on Okinawa and Japan, 
many continental U.S. points with 
connections to Europe and beyond. 
The flight schedule can be obtained 
by calling Travel Passenger Service 
at (707) 424-1854.

In the view of some experienced 
travelers, Space-A should be looked 
at as an adventure, sometimes 
positive and sometimes not so 
positive depending on the situation 
and circumstances. Here’s how to 
get started.

Talk with CDR Eagye. He has a 
lot of recent experience and he’ll be 
glad to share some ideas. He can be 
reached by telephone at (408) 733-
3177.

For those with access to a 
computer, this is a website providing 
all the basic information needed, 
including eligibility, destinations, 
and services: www.baseops.net/
spaceatravel/.

Military Living Publications 
is a company in its 35th year of 
helping military families “travel 
on less per day...the military 
way.” The company offers a wide 
variety of books on Space A travel 
and military housing which can 
be obtained inexpensively at a 
military exchange. Otherwise, the 
company can be contacted at Box 
2347, Falls Church, VA 22042-
0347, telephone (703) 237-0203. 
(An excellent small book is 
“Worldwide Space-A Travel 
Handbook”. It’s available at 
www.spaceatravel.com, or by 
phone, 1-817-268-6000 - Ed) B

Source: Air Mobility Command
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
July 2010

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 July

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   15 July Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Fisher House, Scholarship or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


