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 JANUARY LUNCHEON SPEAKER
The small group of mourners gathered in

a very beautiful chapel listened as the
clergyman and others recalled memories of
an Air Force veteran, spouse, father, and
good friend. The theme seemed to be, as
stated by John Donne, “Keep us, Lord, so
awake in the duties of our calling that we
may sleep in thy peace and wake up in thy
glory.” The huge picture windows made it
possible to view the Sacramento Valley
National Cemetery with its acres of green
grass, a small lake with towering fountain,
and the American flag on prominent
display. It is a very attractive place for
those who have served the country.

The chapter’s January speaker will be
Mr. Barry Bamford, founder and president
of Sacred Space Memorial with
administrative headquarters in Oakland,
near where the new VA Cemetery will be
through the tunnel in Alameda. It is one of
the fastest growing providers of cemetery
services throughout all of Northern
California specializing in assisting veterans
and their families with informed end-of-life
Cont'd pg 3

SEE Page 4 for important changes to
membership dues and payment dates.

Sacramento Valley National Cemetery, Dixon, CA
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

The Board joins me in wishing all a very Happy and
Healthy New Year.	 At the Dec lunch mee>ng the current
Board was sworn in for their second term – the 2017
term.	 About Sept the nomina>ng commiGee will be
looking for members to serve on the 2018 Board.	 New
Board members and fresh ideas are needed to keep the
Chapter vibrant. 	Be thinking of how you can contribute
by serving on the Board.	 My congratula>ons to the
membership commiGee for their work with all in
following up on contac>ng new prospec>ve members
whose names were submiGed to them.	 CWO5 Bob
Landgraf reported that the Chapter brought aboard
twenty (20) new members in 2016; that’s terrific!	 Many
groups are having a tough >me to stay opera>onal
because of falling membership.	 Help from all is needed
to keep our chapter membership up and hopefully
growing.	 Add recrui>ng new members to your 2017 to-
do-list.	 Looking forward to seeing all at the monthly
lunch	mee>ng.

																							 Gil

		SEE	Page	18	about	MEMBERSHIP	DUES!!
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CAPT Edward Dangler, US Navy Retired, see pg 10

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

CAPT Timothy "Pat" Hannon, USN Retired, see pg 6

CPT Chris Cameron   USA
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forces, the new cemetery will remind future
generations that we honor our veterans who were
instrumental in preserving our nation's freedom. The
decades-long dream to establish a final resting place
on the Central Coast for veterans is being realized
and celebrated with an opening ceremony conducted
October 11, 2016.

Barry Bamford has successfully managed
cemeteries and funeral homes in every conceivable
market condition for over 35 years. His experience
includes managing stand-alone businesses, satellite
operations, and large combo operations for
independent owners as well as corporate owners. The
businesses he has managed have become leaders in
their respective markets. He has extraordinary
knowledge of armed forces personnel and their
interests, needs, desires, plus California facilities and
services.

____________________________
SOURCE: Sacred Space Memorial

JANUARY LUNCHEON SPEAKER contd
decisions. He will provide a description and
explanation of valuable services as well as Veterans
benefits. This is another in a series of periodic
briefings on personal affairs issues.

National cemeteries are a permanent, interactive
reminder of the cost of our freedom. Built on the
sacrifices of patriots, they are the most expensive
spaces in America. They are Sacred Spaces. Burial
in a national Veterans Cemetery is typically free for
qualified veterans and their spouses. Unfortunately,
most veterans don’t know this benefit exists. And
while burial is free, the VA does not make
funeral arrangements nor perform cremations.

Mr. Bamford will provide information about a
full range of options and specifically eligibility for
burial in a national or state cemetery; covered burial
and memorial costs; reimbursement for burial
expenses; making an application for benefits;
bereavement counseling; death gratuity payments;
dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC); and
more.

Here is a review of the San Joaquin Valley
National Cemetery at Santa Nella/Gustine:
“This place is absolutely beautiful! Recently my
wife's grandfather passed away, and being that he
was a war veteran, he had his spot picked out at this
place. From the time we drove up until the time we
left, it felt very welcoming and warm. The staff is
very helpful and understanding. It really made the
day go by easier. Her grandfather happened to get
full Military honors, with a gun salute and all. It
really was a great day overall.”

Situated on Fort Ord, the Central Coast State
Veterans Cemetery encompasses gently rolling hills
with the natural and scenic beauty of Monterey Bay.
As a lasting tribute to those who served in the armed

Sacramento Valley National Cemetery, Dixon, CA

San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery, Gustine, CA

Central Coast Veterans Cemetery, Fort Ord, Monterey, CA



DECEMBER SPEAKER REPORT
The bike in all aspects was hi-tech with baggage

piled high in a handlebar-supported basket, at the
front and rear wheel spokes, and on a rear carrier.
The rider was clad in a bright T-shirt and shorts,
with colorful sneakers, gloves with fingers half
exposed, and a baseball-type cap with the bill canted
to the left rear. A hapless snail was trying to escape
the front wheel. The postcard caption read, “Having
a great time cycle-touring!

The chapter’s December Christmas holiday
speaker was Col. Keith Giles, USAF-Ret, who was
on hand to deliver his annual illustrated presentation
of a long distance cycling adventure completed
during 2016. The river route was set in Germany
with occasional diversions to Luxembourg and
France, specifically from Saarbrucken north to
Koblenz. The views of the rural countryside were
beautiful; accommodations and restaurant food
services were described; and photos of tourist
attractions with a later 1945 and 2015 time
comparisons of certain Rome sites were included. “I
was biking in the rain, just biking in the rain!”

- 4 -

Keith promised to tell how he originally got into
long-distance cycling. He was employed by the
national weather service in Redwood City and from
time to time would ride in a commercial airliner
cockpit to observe changing weather patterns and how
the pilots handled different weather situations. On
one occasion he caught a Pan Am flight to Tahiti and
upon arrival was given three days to explore the area;
he met a vacationing recent medical school graduate
who helped him obtain a bicycle on the island of
Moorea, following an hour and a half ferry ride. It
was a very positive experience to remember. In
October 1973, during the nation’s oil crisis and long
lines at the pump, Keith discovered the ease and joy
of riding a bike to the post office, and that was the
beginning of almost 40 years of international cycling
adventures.

The original Siegfried Line, known by the German
people as the Westwall, was a First World War line of
defensive forts and tank defenses built by Germany in
northern France during 1916–17; it was subject to a
large scale Allied offensive from September 1944 to
March 1945. While in and around Irrel Keith had a
chance to look around and photograph some of the
fortifications.

Cont'd pg 5

Images of Moorea

Westwall near Irrel, Germany
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Saarbrucken was the start of a very nice cycling
trip ultimately back and forth across the German,
French, and Luxembourg borders. As Keith followed
the roads and bike paths, both in fair and rainy
weather, he found people to be friendly and very
supportive, in one case giving him a ride to the top
of a steep hill from where he could continue his
journey. He stopped from time to time for a snack
and his favorite refreshment, a non-alcoholic mint
drink. He stayed the night in a home with an indoor
swimming pool, which was quite a surprise;
overnight accommodations were very modern and
comfortable.

Keith was headed to Metz, a city in Northeast
France which is at the confluence of the Moselle and
Seille Rivers. His intent was to follow the Moselle
all the way to Koblenz, a distance of 192 miles. It
was easy riding along the river.

Keith said at the time a place to stay, such as a
room on the top floor of a building, would cost about
$100 euros which would be close to $120 U.S.

In the town of Mesenich, Germany, Keith
developed a medical issue and, long story, someone
called an ambulance and Keith was treated for an
apparent infection which later proved to be bladder
cancer; periodic medical examinations have
determined that he no longer has the condition.

                 Cont'd pg 6

DEC SPEAKER REPORT cont'd from pg 4

Town square Saarbrucken

Along the Moselle River…

Keith reported that he didn’t have any problems
finding suitable overnight accommodations, never
“having to sleep in an open field,” although he said
he found himself having to accept a room in a
Dominican convent once as everything in the area
was booked. He was surprised that there was no
charge for the room and someone even made him
sandwiches. For the most part, he had the same
kind of luck finding very good restaurants/cafes
along the way.

Time for lunch….

A German bed and breakfast…
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The cycling trip was characterized by beautiful
towns and villages, outdoor cafes with fine food,
WWII related museums and monuments
honoring both U.S. and German troops, one of
which displayed details of a General George
Patton attack, and even a raised section of the
Autobahn with special memorials below, a
mystery until the explanation was that
recognition was given to people who had
committed suicide jumping from the highway.
Koblenz came soon enough.

During a short question and answer period
one member asked about Keith’s bicycle and he
quipped that it “had 2 wheels.” Joke! His
equipment was professional and properly
maintained by either himself or an overseas
cyclery shop.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

Our Stories
STRAIGHT UP!

The high performance U.S. Air Force fighter-
bomber was climbing almost vertically and one of the
crewmembers was having difficulty trying to drink
the chocolate milkshake while reading his Captain
Marvel comic book, and providing directive and
descriptive commentary at the same time. The
McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom is a tandem two-
seat, twin-engine, all-weather, long-range supersonic
jet interceptor aircraft/fighter-bomber originally
developed for the United States Navy by McDonnell
Aircraft. It was later adopted by the U.S. Marine
Corps and U.S. Air Force and by the mid-1960s had
become a major part of their respective air wings.

That officer was chapter member Lt. Col. Neil
Miles, USAF-Ret, a Weapons Systems Officer (WSO)
at the time. Earlier in life when he entered the
University of Illinois, Chicago, he wanted to major in
music and dance but failed miserably because he
couldn’t carry a tune; instead, he headed across
campus to the engineering department and majored in
mechanical engineering, ultimately earning the BS _.

    Cont'd pg 7

DEC SPEAKER REPORT cont'd from pg 5

Mesenich, Germany, and medical treatment…

NJANG F-4E Phantom during photo op.

NEW MEMBER
TIMOTHY "PAT" HANNON
Miltiary career:  6 years in California Army
National Guard -Hated it.  Joined Naval
Reserve in 1978 as direct commission LT
(JG) JAG officer.  Served 30 years all over
the world:  Hawaii, Korea, Bahrain, Cuba,
Sicily.  Drilled in SF Bay area, Hawaii, and
Detroit.
I am a Life Member of MOAA.  I joined after I
retired in 2008.
Civilian:  admitted to California bar in 1974.
Private practice 1975-1997.  Appointed
Administrative Law Judge for Social
Security Administration in 1997.  Worked in
Oakland, CA for one year.  I have been in
the San Jose office since 1998.  Still
working.  No plans to retire.
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degree. Unfortunately, all that disqualified him from
entering the prized U.S. Army infantry branch and
he had to settle for the Air Force.

The Phantom gathered a number of nicknames
during its career. Some of these names included
"Snoopy", "Rhino", "Double Ugly", "Old Smokey",
the "Flying Anvil", "Flying Footlocker", "Flying
Brick", "Lead Sled", the "Big Iron Sled" and the "St.
Louis Slugger". In recognition of its record of
downing large numbers of Soviet-built MiGs, it was
called the "World's Leading Distributor of MiG
Parts". As a reflection of excellent performance in
spite of its bulk, the F-4 was dubbed "the triumph of
thrust over aerodynamics."

Before with pilot, Bill G,

 over the Grand Canyon

and after last flight at the Bone Yard.

Lt. Col. Miles serves today as a member of the
chapter’s board of directors, specifically as Veterans
Advocate. In retirement he travels the world,
returning from a month-long visit to Spain recently,
and as a serious volunteer for local Veterans
Administration and related agencies and
organizations.  He has written a number of articles on

Veterans issues which have appeared in The
Bulletin, the most recent being Veterans Service
Officer in the December issue.

Imitating the spelling of the aircraft's name,
McDonnell issued a series of patches. Pilots
became "Phantom Phlyers", backseaters became
"Phantom Pherrets", fans of the F-4 "Phantom
Phanatics", and call it the "Phabulous Phantom".
Ground crewmen who worked on the aircraft are
known as "Phantom Phixers. The aircraft's
emblem is a whimsical cartoon ghost called "The
Spook", which was created by McDonnell
Douglas technical artist, Anthony "Tony" Wong.

The Spook…

Over time Lt. Col. Miles served as an F-4
Weapons Systems Officer (WSO) in Thailand, the
UK and in the New Jersey ANG. As a member of
the NJANG HQ staff he served the State mission
as the Deputy Chief of Air Operations for Civil
Disturbances and Natural Disasters. In the private
sector, he performed varied program management
duties, including the fabrication, integration,
assembly and test of spacecraft and related
equipment and the launch of satellites. He and his
wife, Lorna, live in the San Jose East Foothills.
__________________________________
SOURCE: Lt. Col. Neil Miles, USAF-Ret
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REMEDY FOR BOREDOM

     Some people get bored at retirement; others don’t.  What’s the secret?

The experts are quick to suggest, “Being bored is not pleasant. Most of the time, people who are really bored
are also really boring, or their surroundings are! Avoid being boring by getting up and out, and sticking with your
goals to meet others and learn something new - the first weeks may be difficult, but practice makes perfect. Stick
with it!”

You’ve taken the dream trip, spent time with your grandchildren, cleaned out the closets and attic, had a few
lunches with former colleagues—but what now? Taking no action will be a waste of your perfectly good (and
only) life.

Again, the experts recommend, “Make yourself interesting to others. You'll make yourself interesting to
yourself in the process. Read books or articles on the internet. Watch the History Channel, or a special on the
Discovery Network. See a movie. Do something.”

Sit around and play board games, or even mental games such as chess, or card games. Call a friend you
haven’t talked to in a while. Or take a course at the local university or community college and even learn the
subject.

When all else fails, try full participation in Silicon Valley Chapter. There are committee opportunities
available right now. It’s a chance to meet others and make acquaintances and friends; volunteer for a job that
keeps you up and going; utilize your management and other skills—and learn something new; make an important
difference to the organization and its people.

Popular committees include Strategic Planning, Programs, Membership, Legislation, Friends-In-Need,
Scholarships, and Personal Affairs.

A fulfilling retirement has three ingredients: good health, a purpose, something that gives meaning to your
days, and a good financial plan. The chapter can help you find interesting people, enjoy the company of others,
work on worthwhile projects that help chapter members and particularly veterans. If you’re ready for a “second
wind,” simply contact any of the chapter leaders and let your interests be known.
________________________________
SOURCE: Glenn Ruffenach Adaptation
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Check our website for updates on our
fellow Military Association's meetings.

http://www.svcmoaa.
org/Calendar.html

Military Travel
GATEWAY TO THE PACIFIC

During WWII Travis Air Force Base began as
an isolated airstrip on a windswept California
prairie with a few tarpaper barracks and
maintenance hangars. Establishment of an Army
airfield near Fairfield-Suisun, twin farming towns
located astride the Southern Pacific Railroad and
U. S. Highway 40 halfway between Sacramento
and San Francisco, was first recommended shortly
after the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941.
Known as "Gateway to the Pacific,” the base is
named for Brigadier General Robert F. Travis,
who died in the crash of a B-29 Superfortress
while transporting a nuclear weapon.

Space-A travel is a privilege that may offer
substantial savings for leisure travel plans, and
Travis Air Force Base is the point of embarkation
for flights across the Pacific, throughout the
continental United States (CONUS), and with
transfers to Europe and beyond. Full information
is available here http://www.travis.af.mil/About-
Us/Space-A-Travel. There is a 24 hour flight
recording, telephone (707) 424-1854; in addition,
flights are posted on Facebook here https://www.
facebook.com/travispassengerterminal.

The passenger terminal is located at 400
Bergan Blvd, Bldg 3, and the hours of operation
are 4:00 am to 10:00 pm. Passenger operations are
the responsibility of the 60th Aerial Port Squadron
(AMC).

The host unit at Travis AFB is the 60th Air
Mobility Wing and 621st Contingency Response
Wing, among others. The 60th AMW is the largest
wing in the Air Force's Air Mobility Command,
with a versatile fleet of C-5 Galaxies, KC-1
Extenders, and C-17 Globemaster III

aircraft. There are 6,347 active duty personnel;
3,089 reservists; and, 2,369 civilians assigned.
There is an exchange, commissary, and splendid
museum; the telephone number for temporary
housing is (707) 424-8000; finally, there is a long
term parking lot available to Space-A passengers.

Born of a temporary wartime necessity, Travis
AFB has grown into one of the nation’s bulwarks
of freedom, for it remains true that liberty is
constantly purchased at the price of eternal
vigilance. The Travis mission makes provision for
Space-A travel, a privilege which can help meet the
call of adventure!
__________________________________
SOURCE: Travis AFB Passenger Services

C-17 Globemaster III

Travis AFB passenger terminal…
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NEW MEMBER

CAPT Edward Dangler, US Navy Retired,

MOAA Life Member-joined 1995- ROA
Desired to support military goals of US

through membership in organization which
protects our goals.

Commissioned as Ensign USNR in 1949
upon graduation from SUNY Maritime
College. Sworn in by Flt ADM Chester
Nimitz, which was a unique experience..

Upon graduation, sailed as merchant marine
deck officer until called on active duty in 1954.
 Assigned to Operation Passage to Freedom, as
logistics officer in Haiphong to transport North
Vietnamese to South Viet Nam upon peace
treaty of Ho Chi Ninh with French government.
 Several years with     Phibpac aboard APAs,
and member of Phibron staff in Westpac.
Transferred to MSTS (MSC) Headquarters, and
duty     as West Coast coordinator of USN
reserve units.

Inactive duty for several years, recalled for
Cuba missile crisis standby MSTS du;ty. 1962,
then inactive status. Voluntary recall for
Vietnam period 1969. Assigned to
COMNAVPHIL with liaison duties to Cam
Ranh bay port activities until 1972.

Inactive duty, 1974 voluntary recalled for
RIMPAC   exercises with Battle Group staff
USS Kitty Hawk CV 63.

1980 retired  with 14 years active, 16 years
inactive USNR     service.

Civilian career-- Systems engineer, marketing
manager at Lockheed Ocean Systems Division-
Sunnyvale, CA,
Maritime Attorney- Kaye Rose and Partners
LLP in San Diego and San Francisco.

LASER WEAPONS

Boeing has been awarded an estimated $90
million indefinite-delivery / indefinite-quantity
(IDIQ) contract for the development and delivery
of an experimental laser pod. The contractor will
provide research and development of high energy
laser technologies through the next five years.

The laser pod referred to in this award is likely to
be the Self-Protect High Energy Laser
Demonstrator (SHiELD). In August Northrop
Grumman was selected to develop the laser beam
director turret for this high energy laser weapons
system designed to protect tactical fighter planes
from incoming missiles.

Northrop Grumman was awarded a USD39.3
million contract related to the development of a
laser-based self-defence system for the US Air
Force (USAF).

Grumman contract was by the Air Force Research
Laboratory (AFRL) on 23 August. It was for the
Self-Protect High Energy Laser Demonstrator
(SHiELD) Turret Research in Aero-Effects
(STRAFE) programme. Grumman will develop
and deliver an advanced beam control system for
integration as part of a complete laser weapons
system into a tactical pod for USAF fighter
aircraft. Work is expected to be complete by 31
August 2021.

It is intended that the SHiELD pod would better
enable the USAF's fourth-generation fighter fleet,
such as the Boeing F-15 Eagle and Lockheed
Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon, to survive in
contested airspace. The fifth-generation Lockheed
Martin F-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning II would
probably not carry the pod, as it would negate
their stealth characteristics.
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In early 1945, the Imperial Japanese Navy made a difficult decision: it would sacrifice the largest, most
powerful battleships ever built to protect Okinawa, the gateway to Japan’s Home Islands. The decision sealed
the fate of the battleship Yamato and its crew, but ironically did nothing to actually protect the island from
Allied invasion.

The battleship Yamato was among the largest and most powerful battleships of all time. Yamato has
reached nearly mythical status, a perfect example of Japan’s fascination with doomed, futile heroics. Built in
1937 at the Kure Naval Arsenal near Hiroshima, it was constructed in secrecy to avoid alarming the United
States. Japan had recently withdrawn from the Washington Naval Treaty, which limited battleship tonnages,
and was free to build them as large as it wanted.

And what ships it built. 839 feet at the waterline and weighing seventy thousand tons fully loaded, Yamato
was the largest ship of the war, eclipsed only by postwar American aircraft carriers. It and its sister, Musashi,
were armed with nine eighteen-inch naval guns, mounted in turrets of three; six 155-millimeter secondary
naval guns; twenty-four five-inch guns; 162 twenty-five-millimeter antiaircraft guns; and four 13.2-millimeter
heavy machine guns.

All of this firepower was meant to sink enemy battleships—more than one at a time if necessary. The
extremely large number of antiaircraft guns, added during a refit, were meant to keep the ship afloat in the
face of American air power until it could close within striking range of enemy ships.

Unfortunately for Yamato and its crew, it was obsolete by the time it was launched in 1941. The ability of
fast aircraft carriers to engage enemy ships at the range of their embarked dive and torpedo bombers meant a
carrier could attack a battleship at ranges of two hundred miles or more, long before it entered the range of a
battleship’s guns. Battleships were “out-sticked,” to use a modern term.

By early 1945, Japan’s strategic situation was grim. Japanese conquests in the Pacific had been steadily
rolled back since the Allied landings on Guadalcanal in August 1942. The Philippines, Solomons, Gilberts and
Carolines had all been lost and the enemy was now literally at the gates. Okinawa, the largest island in the
Ryukyu island chain was the last bastion before the Home Islands itself. The island was just 160 miles from
the the mainland city of Kagoshima, coincidentally the birthplace of the Imperial Japanese Navy.

What It Took to Kill the Biggest Battleship Ever Built   (THE YAMATO)
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The invasion of Okinawa began on April 1,
1945. In response, the Japanese Navy activated
Operation Ten-Go. Yamato, escorted by the
cruiser Yahagi (commanded by the famous
Tameichi Hara) and eight destroyers, would sail to
Okinawa and disrupt the Allied invasion force.
Yamato would then beach, becoming coastal
artillery. It was a humiliating end for a battleship
capable of twenty-seven knots, but the lack of fuel
and other military resources made for truly
desperate times.

Yamato and its task force, designated the
Surface Special Attack Force, departed
Tokuyama, Japan on April 6, proceeding due
south to transit the Bungo Strait. American forces
had already been alerted to the Ten-Go operation,
thanks to cracked Japanese military codes, and
two American submarines were waiting to
intercept the flotilla. Yamato and its escorts were
duly observed by the submarines, but the subs
were unable attack due to the task force’s high
rate of speed and zigzagging tactics. The sighting
report was pushed up the chain of command.

Allied naval forces in and around Okinawa
were the obvious target, and the massive fleet
braced itself accordingly. Six older battleships
from the Gunfire and Covering Support Group, or
Task Force 54, under Rear Admiral Morton Deyo,
prepared to defend the invasion force, but were
pulled away in favor of an air attack.

At 0800 hours on April 7, scout planes from
Admiral Mitscher’s Fast Carrier Force, or Task
Force 58, located Yamato, still only halfway to
Okinawa. Mitscher launched a massive strike
force of 280 fighters, bombers and torpedo planes,
and the fight was on.

For two hours, the Surface Special Attack
Force was subjected to a merciless aerial
bombardment. The air wings of eleven fleet
carriers joined in the attack—so many planes were
in the air above Yamato that the fear of midair
collision was real. The naval aviators were in such
a hurry to score the first hit on the allegedly
unsinkable ship plans for a coordinated attack
collapsed into a free-for-all. Yamato took two hits
during this attack, two bombs and one torpedo,
and air attacks claimed two escorting destroyers.

A second aerial armada consisting of one
hundred aircraft pressed the attack. As the Yamato

started to go down, U.S. naval aviators changed
tactics. Noticing the ship was listing badly, one
squadron changed its torpedo running depth from
ten feet—where it would collide with the main
armor belt—to twenty feet, where it would detonate
against the exposed lower hull. Aboard Yamato, the
listing eventually grew to more than twenty
degrees, and the captain made the difficult decision
to flood the starboard outer engine room, drowning
three hundred men at their stations, in an attempt to
trim out the ship.

Yamato had taken ten torpedo and seven bomb
hits, and was hurting badly. Despite
counterflooding, the ship continued to list, and once
it reached thirty five degrees the order was given to
abandon ship. The captain and many of the bridge
crew tied themselves to their stations and went
down with their ship, while the rest attempted to
escape.

At 14:23, it happened. Yamato’s forward
internal magazines detonated in a spectacular
fireball. It was like a tactical nuclear weapon going
off. Later, a navigation officer on one of Japan’s
surviving destroyers calculated that the “pillar of
fire reached a height of 2,000 meters, that the
mushroom-shaped cloud rose to a height of 6,000
meters.” The flash from the explosion that was
Yamato’s death knell was seen as far away as
Kagoshima on the Japanese mainland. The
explosion also reportedly destroyed several
American airplanes observing the sinking.

When it was all over, the Surface Special Attack
Force had been almost completely destroyed.
Yamato, the cruiser Yahagi and three destroyers
were sunk. Several other escorts had been seriously
damaged. Gone with the great battleship were
2,498 of its 2,700-person crew.

The destruction of Yamato was inevitable even
as far back as the attack on Pearl Harbor. It was
clear that the age of the aircraft carrier had already
superseded the battleship, but the insistence of
battleship-minded general officers to cling to
obsolete military technology undermined Japan’s
conduct of the war and sent thousands of Japanese
sailors needlessly to their deaths. The story of the
Yamato is a warning to all armed forces that the
march of war technology is merciless and
unsentimental.
_________________
SOURCE: Kyle Mizokami
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See Sea Stories    pg 15 ....

Moffett News 14Oct1966

Moffett News 14Oct1966
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J-11D

Sea Stories
Now this is no “cwap ...”
Because the good ship USS REASONER FF1063 had done well getting ready for her WESTPAC
deployment in 1978 [note the photo of her with bow numeral painted as “1065" across the pier
from USS STEIN FF1065 whereby REASONER had been on the “bad guys” force and STEIN in
the good guys in a fleet exercise where nobody had shot at REASONER], the ship was scheduled
to sail independently from Subic Bay and RDVU with COMSEVENTHFLT on USS OKLAHOMA
CITY and then proceed to Tasmania. En route to the rendevous, REASONER was to stop at
Rabaul for a “brief stop for fuel.” The photo shows how a normal BSF can go from a four hour
event to one lasting 16 hours ... many messages to Oklahoma City’s CO and responses saying
“don’t worry,” we finally joined up just south of the Solomon Islands in the Coral Sea. Ok City
then went to Sidney and Reasoner to Tasmania. Great liberty port by the way.
And that, children, is why when there is no option but bad options and you’ve scratched your
head looking for anything “less bad”, ya gotta learn to believe in ‘A‘ole pilikia.

~ Jean Kerr...
The only reason
they say
“Women and
children first” is
to test the
strength of the
lifeboats.

~ Prince Philip...
When a man
opens a car
door for his
wife, it's either a
new car or a
new wife.
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Improving the VA by Legislating
CDR William Andersen USNR Retired

Jeff Miller, Chairman of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs, released to the Press 26 September 2016 the
following: “Today the House passed three veterans-related bills, including: H.R. 5392, the No Veterans Crisis
Line Call Should Go Unanswered Act", The Act was developed in response to inspector general and media
reports that VA crisis line calls were going to voice mail because of mismanagement and lazy employees. It
would require VA to develop a plan to ensure that each telephone call and text message is answered in a timely
manner by an appropriately qualified live person.

“H.R. 3216, the VET Act, was developed after the VA refused to help a veteran suffering from a broken foot
into a VA emergency room. Instead VA hospital officials told the veteran to call 911. The bill would clarify and
strengthen the VA’s obligation to provide appropriate emergency care for veterans and prohibit VA from
transferring a medically unstable veteran unless the veteran makes a written request to be transferred or it is
clinically necessary.

“H.R. 5162, the VET Connect Act of 2016, as amended, would require VA to share medical record information
with community providers in order to provide care and treatment to shared patient.

 “These bills now await consideration by the Senate. Following House passage of the bills, Chairman Miller
released the below statement.
“It’s incredibly disappointing that VA is so broken Congress has to pass legislation just to get the department to
perform common sense tasks like answering the phone and providing emergency medical treatment to veterans
who need it. Nevertheless, we will keep working until the department is reformed into an organization truly
worthy of the veterans it is charged with serving. These bills would help ensure all veterans have access to the
help they need in times of crisis, and I’m proud to stand with my House colleagues in support of them. Now it’s
time for the Senate to act on this legislation as well as the more than 30 other House-passed veterans bills the
Senate has yet to consider.”

The recent status of these bills are:

H.R. 5392 (Vet’s Crisis Line) Sponsored by Rep. David Young, became Public Law No. 114-247 28 Nov 2016

H.R. 3216 (Emergence Treatment for VETs) Sponsored by Rep. Dan Newhouse, Introduced to House 27 JULY
2015, Received by Senate and Referred to the Committee of Veteran’s Affairs 27 SEPT. 2016.

H.R. 5162 (Share Medical Information) Sponsored by Rep. Beto O’Rourke, passed the House of Representatives
into Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs 27 SEPT 2016

Once the two remaining pending bills pass the Senate and are signed by the president, they too will become law.

Reference: Jeff Miller, Chairman of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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Subject: SEMPER PARATUS

    Last week, US Coast Guard Commandant, Admiral Paul Zukunft, confirmed he will not
follow US Navy Secretary Ray Mabus down the rabbit hole of eliminating traditional ratings
for enlisted personnel. Bravo Zulu! Pressed to follow the politically correct route of putting
aside tradition and people for a hollow claim on equity (every man and woman becomes just
a number) and efficiency - another Obama-era claim - the US Coast Guard said.

    The Commandant, a strategic thinker and respected listener, said the idea would "cause
chaos," adding, "I cannot afford chaos when every person in the Coast Guard has a 24-by-7
job to do." Clear thinking, willingness to make tough calls, focus on higher purpose, mission,
and people is what distinguishes this Commandant, and makes our US Coast Guard the
envy of the world. Predecessors of Admiral Zukunft, including Admirals James Loy, Robert
Kramek and Paul Yost were cut from similar cloth. Each wrestled tough questions, found
answers respecting past and future.

    Ironically, the Coast Guard is the smallest independent active-duty force, numbering in the
range of 40,000, in contrast to the Navy, which stands at nearly 325,000. The Coast Guard
has about 25 ratings, while the Navy had - until recently - near 90. Still, the comparison is apt.
The Navy ought to be able to track 90 ratings, job descriptions in which enlisted personnel -
including at one time my father - took great pride. With an average 3600 sailors per
specialty/rating, tracking should be elementary.

    Admiral Zukunft pointed out Coast Guardsmen are "very proud of the rating badge that
they wear on their sleeve," adding he "listened to my master chief and he's provided me the
best advice - say no." How refreshing, a leader who listens instead of telling others what they
should think. Winston Churchill once said, "It takes courage to stand up and speak, and it
takes courage to sit down and listen." Leaders do both.

    Looking ahead, the next Secretary of the Navy faces tough decisions, such as how did we
get to the point where Congress and the Pentagon knowingly created a failed, under
performing, wildly over-budget "Littoral Combat Ship" (which started on muddy requirements
and ended unable to perform)? Who pushed that endgame, why and how do we reverse such
forced errors?

    But other questions are not hard. Restoring ratings and ending political correctness is
easy. We owe those who serve in the Navy and Marine Corps something better than
misguided, political, costly mistakes. We can listen to all ranks, plus experts in readiness, unit
constitution and cohesion, naval architecture, procurement reform. Doing so, we will be better
prepared.

   Which brings us back to the US Coast Guard. No wonder their motto is Semper Paratus -
"always ready." They are. Now, the US Navy needs to be. Admiral Zukunft, thank you for
the example. May the next Administration hear you!
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SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org, a shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. You can
also get to it from the national MOAA site: Put
the cursor over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The

phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,

201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on

page 2 of The Bulletin. B

Membership dues:
As you are aware, each year the SVC annual dues

(which are separate from MOAA National dues) are
required for all SVC Members but not required for
Surviving Spouse (formerly called Auxiliary).

The SVC Board recently approved the following
related to dues for 2017:
Renew by 1 December 2016 – $25.00
Renew by 31 January 2017 - $30.00
Renew after 1 February 2017 – $35.00

These dates are required because the SVC
Membership Committee needs to report to MOAA
National, the names of all the “SVC 2017 Renewed
Members” on/or before the date stated.

These dues are to be received by the Chapter
Treasurer in our SVC PO Box on or before the stated
date (or deliver in person at a SVC luncheon on or
before the stated date).

Along with the completed renewal form found on the
next page of SVC Bulletin, please mail your check,
made out to the “SVC-MOAA”, to the following:

SVC-MOAA
PO Box 2

Moffett Field Federal Airfield, CA 94035

The SVC Membership Committee thanks you in
advance.

Fraudsters often target TRICARE
beneficiaries. For example, they conduct
fake surveys to collect personal
information. They call saying they know
you have TRICARE and want to let you
know you qualify for a free or low cost
knee brace or walker. They then bill
TRICARE for services or supplies you
don’t need and never get.



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Surv Spouse____
Annual Dues:  If PAID by 1 Dec  $25.00, If PAID by 31 Jan $30.00, After 31 Jan $35.00   $______
(Surv Spouse– Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________
Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made
to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Jan 2017

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 13  JAN.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 19 Jan Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: SVC MOAA
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

First Class Mail


