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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
    7 Jan        Board Meeting         11:00 AM
  21 Jan       Luncheon        11:00 AM
    4 Feb       Board Meeting          11:00 AM
  18 Feb       Luncheon             11:00 AM

Luncheon Program
21 Jan 2016

History of Moffett Federal Air Field

LCDR Tom Winant, USN(ret)
Social Hour:   11:00 AM
Luncheon:       11:45 AM

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

If it the number above your address
is 2015 it means it is past time to
 renew your membership see page 7.

JANUARY SPEAKER

Lighter than Air to Faster than Sound.
That is the story of Moffett Federal Airfield
and the story is well told in the small
cluster of Butler Buildings that are Moffett
Field Museum at Bldg. 126. It is a museum
that is bigger on the inside than it is on the
outside. Our speaker for January is MOAA
member LCDR Tom Winant, USN (RET),
who will tell the history of Moffett Federal
Airfield from its inception as a Naval Air
Station in the days of the giant airships to
its ongoing work supporting astronautics
and space exploration.

When you enter the museum you enter a
chronological tour from the very first days
when the citizens of Sunnyvale purchased
farmland and deeded it over to the Navy for
$1.00, through the age of the giant airship
USS Macon, literally a ship of the air, and
an aircraft carrier to boot. NAS Moffett
Field was named for RADM William A.
Moffett, USN, the father of Naval Aviation,
who perished in a tragic accident at sea, a
precursor to the demise of his project. As
the tour continues you enter the realm of
Army Air Corps training, and then back to
the Navy and blimps on ASW patrols
during WWII. Don’t miss the contribution
that NAS Moffett Field made to the Hornet
and the Doolittle Raid.

NAS Moffett Field entered the jet age
and was home for fighter and attack
squadrons, followed by NAS Moffett’s
contribution to the cold war when P3
Orions patrolled the Pacific in the hunt for
Russian submarines.
cont'd pg 3
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PRESIDENT’S	PERSPECTIVE

On behalf of the New Board, Happy New Year to All.
A new year and new Board. This new Board is very fortunate to inherit
such a well-run “organization” from the outgoing Board. At the Jan 7,
2016 Board meeting, the Board will review any outstanding items and
discuss goals for the coming year.

One of the main goals will be to increase our membership. Our
lobbyist, both National and Calif, need numbers to impress/get the
attention of legislators they contact. Under the leadership of Bob
Landgraf, we reached our 2015 goal for new members. This Board will
need the assistance of all members to grow the Chapter in 2016.

All Board meetings are open to all members. So, if you can
participate in the Chapter’s ventures, please attend the meetings.   

Looking forward to seeing all at the first 2016 Chapter meeting - Jan 21.

Gil

ATTENTION! 2016 ANNUAL DUES
The time has arrived to renew your Silicon Valley
Membership for 2016!!!  Annual dues remain $30.

Please use the form on last page of the Bulletin and
send your dues in now. We have to submit a list of

2016 members to National by January 31.
so please send your renewal today.

Thank you for your prompt response.
Capt John Oliver USAF (RET), Treasurer

In Memoriam
Col David A. Appling USA(ret)

Aug. 6, 1936 - Dec. 10, 2015
A funeral mass for Dave was held at St. Catherine's church in Morgan
Hill on December 30th at 10:00 o'clock followed by an inurnment at

Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Los Altos, at 2 p.m.. In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests a donation in his name to Sentinels of Freedom (http:

//www.sentinelsoffreedom.org/) one of Dave's favorite causes.
Condolences can be made at HabingFamilyFuneralHome.com

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS
PRESIDENT: CAPT Gil Borgardt                      USN
650-342-1270
1st VP: CDR Ralph Hunt                      USN
650-967-8467
2nd VP: CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC
408-323-8838
Secretary: COL Warren Enos AUS
408-245-2217
Treasurer: CAPT John Oliver USAF
408-677-4228
Past President: Lt Col Mike Sampognaro             USAF
408-779-7389

DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Auxiliary Liaison
   vacant
Chaplain
   Chaplain Fred Tittle          USMC       609-802-3492
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
 CDR Ralph Hunt          USN       650-967-8467
Directors at Large
 Lt. Col. Jesse Craddock        USAF       650-968-0446
CAPT Lloyd McBeth         USN          408-241-3514
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
  CDR Al Mouns          USN       408-257-5629
Programs
  CDR Ralph Hunt          USN       650-967-8467
 ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark          USA       831-402-8548
Membership/Recruitment
   CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC      408-323-8838
Scholarship
   CAPT Paul Barrish          USN       408-356-7531
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   vacant
Web Master
   Lt Col Mike Sampognaro    USAF       408-779-7389
Veteran Affairs
  Lt Col Neil Miles          USAF       408-929-1142
Chapter Outreach
  CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC        408-323-8838
CALMOAA,
Legislation & Navy League Liaison
  LCDR Tom Winant         USN       650-678-7120
Personal Affairs
  CAPT Robert French         USN       650-363-1188
Sergeant at Arms
 Capt Chris Kachulis            USAF
408-395-2853
The Chapter Board meets at the Moffett Air Traffic

Control Tower, Moffett Federal Airfield

Bulletin Editor
Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, USAF

“The Bulletin” is published 11 or 12 times annually
P.O. BOX 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047
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NEW MEMBER
Capt. Charles C. McDougald, USA, a former

officer and the 10th new chapter member in 2015,
served on active duty from January 1964 to June
1969 and we are delighted to welcome him to Silicon
Valley Chapter.

“I volunteered for Special Forces and was
assigned to the 6th Special Forces at Fort Bragg as
soon as I was promoted to 1st Lieutenant,” he said.
“I volunteered for Vietnam and was sent TDY for 6
months. This tour was in civilian clothes as a
MACV adviser to an Australian medical team. My
military occupational specialty (MOS) is Medical
Service Corp.  After that tour I was assigned to 1st
Special Forces on Okinawa. I commanded the 156th
Medical Detachment for a year, then 6 2-man teams
on the Thai-Laotian border for 6 months. This
assignment was also not in uniform. I left the service
on June 30, 1969.”

Chuck had a rich and varied civilian career. “I
returned to Asia in August 1969 and worked in
Saigon for 1 year; Hong Kong for 3 years; and
Manila for 10 years. While in the Philippines I
obtained my PhD from the University of the
Philippines. I have written 3 non-fiction books about
President Ferdinand Marcos. I returned to the States
in December 1982., to San Francisco. I worked in
real estate from that date to the present. In addition I
worked for Merrill Corporation, a financial publisher,
for 5 years. In 1989 I returned to the Philippines to
work for President Aquino's national security
director for 2 years. In 1998 I volunteered to work
with ESGR (Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve) a Dept. of Defense organization that helped
Guard and Reserve units that served in Iraq and
Afghanistan.  I worked with ESGR for 5 years.”

In 1999 he worked as a volunteer for Sen. John
McCain's presidential campaign for a year. In 2007
he joined Sen. McCain's presidential campaign. He
was the California Veterans Director of the campaign
for 6 months and then the Veterans Western Region
Director for a year. In 2010 he worked with Carly
Fiorina on her senatorial campaign as chair of
volunteers for 1 year. He has served as chair of the
San Mateo County Republican Party for 5 years and
is the the Veterans Chair for the California
Republican Party.
_______________________
SOURCE: Chuck McDougald

January Speaker cont'd...
Moffett Federal Airfield also became a home for

NASA and astronauts like Chuck Yeager, Neil
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Wally Schirra, who all
have their pictures on the walls. Today, Moffett
Federal Airfield is still active in space and its giant
wind tunnels and massive computing capability are
still fully utilized to explore aircraft and spacecraft to
take mankind aloft safely.

And don’t miss visiting the air park where you
can see a U-2 spy plane, an F-104, an AH-1S Cobra
helicopter, one of the original Blue Angel F/A-18s
that went through the wind tunnel, and see an Army
BT-13 Basic Trainer, the same kind Chuck Yeager
worked on as a mechanic, and is now being restored
by the volunteers who work at the museum.

Tom is a chapter director, reports on important
federal and state legislation, is a CALMOAA vice
president, and serves as Navy League liaison. He
served a 20 year Navy career as a Surface Warfare
Officer in destroyers, LSTs, and cruiser/destroyer
flotilla staffs. He was employed for 4 years at the
Convair Division of General Dynamics on the
Tomahawk program and Midget Man Launcher
programs and 25 years by BAE Systems and Chief
Engineer on projects that successfully defeated Anti-
Tank missiles and tank-fired projectiles at significant
stand-off range. He is a graduate of the United
States Naval Academy and has advanced degrees in
Operations Research and Business Administration
/Finance.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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DECEMBER SPEAKER REPORT

A Lufthansa flight to Frankfurt, Germany departs
San Francisco International Airport (KSFO) about
mid-afternoon most days and arrives at Frankfurt am
Main International Airport (EDDF) about 10:00 am
the following day. There is plenty of time to make
the early evening connection to a nonstop flight to
Casablanca's Mohammed V International Airport
(GMMN) arriving at 11:45 pm. The elapsed travel
time of a little over 30 hours is far different than
movement to the area in 1945.

The chapter’s December speaker was member
Col. Keith Giles, USAF-Ret, adventurer, world
traveler, and long-distance cyclist, who provided a
traditional holiday period illustrated travelogue
focused this time on a tourist bus trip around
Morocco and places where he served as a young
WWII Army Air Forces enlisted man. “I just wanted
to see how things had changed since I was there
about 70 years ago,” he said, as he offered photos of
sites and attractions and then showed a comparison
using snapshots he took during the war years.

His presentation opened with a general tour of a
medina or old town tourist souk. With hundreds of
stalls the only thing that can compete with the sight
of it all are the smells and sounds, whether it’s the
owners shouting at you or the recently tanned leather
or piles of spices. It’s an assault on all your senses
but one that will immediately transport you into a
unique world that seems to have no borders. You
very quickly forget how you came in and it can take a
long time to find your way out. Keith’s photos of
piles of fresh fruits and vegetables, the local people
and tourists, young people moving fast on motorbikes
were remarkable. “Everybody wants money,” he
noted.

A visit to the Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca, the
largest in Morocco and seventh largest in the world
was eye-opening. Its minaret is the world’s tallest at
689 feet, some 60 stories high topped by a laser, the
light from which is directed towards Mecca. The
mosque stands on a promontory looking out into the
Atlantic Ocean, the sea bed being visible through the
glass floor of the building’s hall, with walls of hand-
crafted marble and a retractable roof. A maximum of
105,000 worshippers can gather together for prayer,

with 25,000 inside the mosque hall and another
80,000 on the Mosque's outside grounds.

With “Najib” serving as guide, Keith and his
group viewed and photographed tourist attractions
including a typical Moroccan restaurant, open-air
markets, a Atacadão or Brazilian wholesale
hypermarket much like a Costco store, the oldest
university with a port or entrance where only
Muslims could pass, small manufacturers creating
colorful fabrics, the standard North African carpet
stores with clearly enthusiastic sales personnel, what
appeared to be four and five star hotels, and even an
albino camel. One unique experience was Keith on
top of a camel, trekking through the Sahara desert
with nothing around him, and all he could hear was
the footsteps of the camel on soft sand; the ride,
however, was cut short because of advancing bad
weather.

The bus took the group to Marrakech, site of some
of Keith’s wartime experiences, and along the way
the group saw an old well system, a desert-setting
photo site, the high snow-covered Atlas Mountains,
took a pit stop for orange juice, in one stall had a
chance to have dye images applied to body parts, and
soon enjoy a comfortable hotel with Haagen-Dazs ice
cream in the freezer. The Bahia Palace, the name
meaning "brilliance," and a set of gardens is located
in Marrakesh. It was built in the late 19th century and
was intended to be the greatest palace of its time. The
local McDonalds fast food restaurant was of a
modern design.

Keith and the tour group continued to Casablanca
for a farewell dinner; he then took a short time to
explore on his own, visiting some interesting non-
tourist attractions, and then headed home by way of
Rome, offering contemporary and 1945 photos of
some rather unusual sites, clearly showing the
changes which have taken place since WWII.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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Handwashing: The Do-It-Yourself
Vaccine

December 10, 2015

Keeping your hands clean is one of the most
important steps you can take to avoid getting

sick and spreading germs to others. The Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) recommends

washing your hands in a specific way to be most
effective.

Take TRICARE with You As You Travel over the

Holidays

Many people travel this time of year. Don’t forget
that TRICARE goes with you. There are multiple,

convenient online and telephone customer
service options for when you have questions

about your health care benefit.

Sign up for TRICARE e-mail updates at www.
tricare.mil/subscriptions.

Connect with TRICARE on Facebook,Twitter
and Google Plus at www.facebook.

com/tricare, www.twitter.com/tricare and www.
plus.google.com/+TRICARE.
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OUR NEW PRESIDENT

CAPT Gil Borgardt, USNR (RET), has been
elected president and will lead the chapter in 2016.

All other officer and director candidates
presented at the annual meeting November 19th
were elected without opposition. The installation of
officers took place at the December 17 luncheon
meeting.

CAPT Borgardt, currently Director, Financial
Planning and Personnel Development, was born in
Los Angeles, attended California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo, and entered flight
training in February 1955.

Early in his Navy career he completed two Med
cruises (Cold War days) in the late 1950’s and later
participated in weapons development at VX5 in the
early 1960’s. He was selected and served as
Aide/Flag LT to COMOPTEVFOR. He later
deployed to the Med and participated in the events
surrounding the shooting up of the USS Liberty.

Late in his Navy service CAPT Borgardt was
transferred to the TAR program and completed his
career as Commanding Officer, Naval Reserve
Center, Treasure Island. Today he and his wife
Karen live in Burlingame and operate a business
managing condominiums.

And he’s off to a fast start having represented
the chapter at the MOAA California Council of
Chapters (CALMOAA) November 8-10 2015
annual meeting in San Luis Obispo.
__________________
SOURCE: Biography

SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org,  a  shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org.     You
can also get to it from the national MOAA site:
Put the cursor over Chapters and select  Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The

phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,

201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on

front page of The Bulletin. B

Thought For The Month

 "No thief, however skillful, can rob one of
knowledge, and that is why knowledge is the

best and safest treasure to acquire."
- L. Frank Baum



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:   $30.00    $______(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to
above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 Jan.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 21 Jan Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mailto: LTCJayCraddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Jan 2016


