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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.     
siliconvalleymoaa.org, a 

shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. 
You can also get to it from the na-
tional MOAA site: Put the cursor 
over Chapters and  select Chapter 
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley 
Chapter. From there you may link 
over to our primary website above.  
Our home page has links for The 
Bulletin and eBulletin.  B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Cen-
ter at Moffett is closed.  A 

TRICARE Service Center is lo-
cated at USCG Island, Alam-
eda. Phone 1-888-870-8171. B

Thought For The Month

Be always at war with your vices, at 
peace with your neighbors, and let 
each new year find you a better man.
Benjamin Franklin B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.
You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

JANUARY SPEAKER

F ederal Bureau of Investi-
gation agents arrived in 

Benghazi, Libya October 2, 2013 
in order to investigate the murder 
of the American Ambassador, Chris 
Stevens, and others.  The FBI is a 
governmental agency belonging 
to the Justice Department which 
serves as both a federal criminal 
investigative body and an internal 
intelligence agency for counterin-
telligence.  What were FBI agents 
doing in Libya or Egypt, or else-
where in the world for that matter?  
The agency used to be confined 
to American soil to save innocent 
Americans from criminal situa-
tions, but it has expanded to assist 
with the global war on terrorism.  
More than 50 international offices 
called “legal attaches” exist in U.S. 
embassies and consulates general 
worldwide.
 The chapter’s January 2014 
speaker will be an experienced FBI 
agent or support specialist who will 
provide a briefing on the agency’s 
history, infrastructure, and 
operations, specifically from the 
perspective of the San Francisco 
field office.  It’s possible that the 
speaker will share stories such as 
those depicted in the 1998 to 2006 
television docudrama series “The 
FBI files.”   The show described 
actual FBI cases, with dramatic 
reenactments and interviews with 
agents and forensic scientists 
who worked in the investigations.  
Members might want to ask about 
current most wanted bank robbers, 
kidnappers, or terrorists.
      The FBI works around 
the globe to combat the most 

dangerous criminal and 
security threats facing the country 
from international and domestic 
terrorists to spies on U.S. soil from 
child predators to serial killers, 
and currently has jurisdiction 
over violations in more than 
200 categories of federal law. 
Investigations into these violations 
generally fall under three national 
security priorities and five 
criminal priorities including, in 
part, protecting the U.S. from 
terrorist attack, foreign intelligence 
operations and espionage, high-tech 
crimes and cyber-based attacks, 
and corruption on all levels.  The 
speaker is likely to disclose which 
of the following statements about 
the FBI are true: Elliott Ness was 
an FBI agent. The FBI prosecutes 
cases. The FBI spies on Americans. 
The FBI has X-Files. Machine 
Gun Kelly coined the nickname 
G-Men. The FBI has files on every 
American.

The personnel of the San 
Francisco office are not just 
agents.  The employees include 
not only special agents, but also 
a variety of support staff such as 
intelligence analysts, financial 
analysts, investigative specialists, 
translators, paralegals, electronics 
technicians, and security experts. 
The heart of the organization lies 
in its investigative capabilities. 
In every case, personnel work 
to objectively gather the facts 
and to develop evidence that can 
stand up in a court of law. To do 
that, they interview witnesses, run 
undercover operations, analyze 
financial records,  map and 
manage crime scenes, develop 
informants, make arrests, conduct 
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surveillance, and gather in-
formation and intelligence from 
around the globe. Cases today 
are often complex, international, 
and multi-jurisdictional, requiring 
experienced, highly trained, and 
well-rounded professionals.

    The achievements of FBI agents 
can be especially noteworthy.  
For example, Edward E. Nigma, 
aka “the Riddler,” and Oswald 
Chesterfield Cobblepot, aka “the 
Penguin,” were formally arrested 
and charged with multiple counts 
of conspiracy and kidnapping for 
their all too familiar villainous 
ways in Gotham City, according to 
FBI officials.  “We’ve been chasing 
Nigma and Cobblepot for years 
and just when I was about to give 
up hope that we would ever bring 
them to justice, wouldn’t you know 
it—Batkid shows up and saves the 
day,” said United States Attorney 
Melinda Haag. According to the 
indictment, the Penguin and the 
Riddler thought it was a good idea 
to put an unnamed female in the 
path of a cable car, rob a bank, 
and kidnap San Francisco Giants 
mascot Lou Seal. Somehow, 
they thought these latest stunts 
would go undetected by Batkid. 
However, at approximately 9 p.m. 
on a Thursday the bat signal went 
up and predictably, the crime rate 
began to go down in Gotham and 
San Francisco.  Stay tuned.  B

SOURCE: Federal Bureau of 
Investigation

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

A s you receive this bulletin, 
the Silicon Valley chapter 

is preparing to install new officers 
at our January lunch meeting.  Pri-
orities for the coming year will be 
shared both at the lunch and in the 
print and e-bulletins. Please contact 
one of our officers or directors if you 
are able to help further the work of 
the Silicon Valley Chapter! In fact, 
there is an opportunity for every 
current member - please bring your 
membership up to date for 2014 if 
you haven’t already done that.  If 
you have already renewed, then 
please be proactive and ask a friend 
who you know is eligible to join the 
Chapter.  You might invite them to a 
lunch meeting or share your bulletin 
copy (or email access link) so they 
can learn more about local MOAA 
activities.

While most SVC members are 
retired from military life, we still 
interact with and support currently 
serving local members of the Armed 
Forces including those who have 
deployed in support of conflicts 
called “contingency operations” 
since the more descriptive term 
“war’ is no longer popular. Most 
of the local active duty military has 
downsized or relocated so there 
is a much lower visible profile 
of uniforms in the Silicon Valley 
Chapter area.  One of the largest 
units still present is the 129th 
California  Air National Guard 
Wing.  

Our Chapter is fortunate to have 
close ties with this organization; 
their missions including life 
saving rescue and contingency fire 
suppression.  

The Wing also has personnel 
deployed overseas locations for 
combat rescue activity.   Another 
local military installation is the 
Navy Operational Support Center 
San Jose which supports training 
and readiness activities for local 
area Navy Reserve forces.  In early 
December, I represented the Silicon 
Valley Chapter at a welcome home 
“Honoring Ceremony” for more that 
30 reservists who had completed 
deployments of up to a year in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Kuwait and Africa. 
It was an awesome ceremony; 
mayors of local towns presented 
letters of commendation and Major 
General Regua U S Army (ret.) 
gave an inspiring testimony to the 
hundreds gathered; the General 
praised the reservists, their families 
who endured separation and also 
employers who kept faith with their 
commitment to re-employ reservists.  
Much attention in his remarks was 
devoted to the casualties of service 
during “contingency operations,” 
both loss and injury including 
traumatic brain maladies and post 
traumatic stress that are part of the 
price paid by activated reservists.  
It was noteworthy to hear that 
support services are programmed 
for all returning reservists and also 
available on an acute response 
basis; Chaplains and senior enlisted 
command liaison links are the entry 
point for this support.  

Families of the reservists were 
also at the “Honoring Ceremony”  
and the event demonstrated this 
Navy Operational Support Center 
San Jose has mobilized to honor 
those who deployed.  B

    Paul



- 4 -

WOMAN WARRIOR 
CONFERENCE

C SU Stanislaus serves more 
than 7000 undergraduate stu-

dents and 800 graduate students. 
Located in the heart of Central 
Valley, CSU Stanislaus is the only 
4-year public institution serving 
1.25 million people in the region.

Mission: The mission of the 
Women Warrior Wellness Program 
is to expand existing wellness 
services to include veteran students 
and community members. The 
campus has joined with Swords 
to Plowshares to improve health 
indicators for women veterans in 
California by expanding its capacity 
and support of women veterans as 
they pursue their educational goals. 
The University has committed 
to providing integrated support 
mechanisms for all veterans within 
the Central Valley, including 
and especially, women veterans. 
CSU Stanislaus is engaged in 
strengthening ties to community 
organizations to increase women 
veteran’s access to the resources 
they need, both on campus and in 
their home-school lives.

Please join us by accepting this 
invitation to participate in our First 
Annual Women Warrior Wellness 
Conference on February 20th, 2014 
from 9:30 am to 8:00 pm. 

Please check the eBulletin for 
more information and links to the 
registration form.     B

TRICARE.MIL 
“I WANT TO…” FEATURE 

OFFERS EASY ACCESS 
TO POPULAR CUSTOMER 

SERVICE OPTIONS

T RICARE beneficiaries now 
have an easy way to access 

customer service features. The 
TRICARE.mil home page has a 
new “I want to…” section offer-
ing beneficiaries a gateway to links 
that help them manage their health 
care from prescriptions to enroll-
ments and much more.

The “I want to…” section of 
TRICARE.mil launched Dec. 1, 
2013. The redesigned home page 
focuses on tools for beneficiaries to 
manage their health care benefits. 
“I want to…” has quick links to 
secure login portals for more than 
a dozen customer service features 
including:

· Managing prescriptions
· Enrolling or purchasing a plan
· Finding a doctor
· Updating personal information
· Filing or checking on a claim
· Paying a bill
· Booking appointments at a  

 military hospital or clinic
·Changing a primary care   

 physician
· Viewing military health records

Other common requests, such as 
comparing plans or seeing what’s 
covered, are also featured in the “I 
want to…” section as well as links 
to download forms, or subscribe to 
TRICARE email alerts.   B

www.tricare.mil

THE MOST HONORED 
PHOTOGRAPH

ROGER CICALA · OCT 29, 2013

D oesn’t look like much, does it? 
But, depending upon your defi-

nition, this photograph, a team effort by 
9 men, is the most honored picture in 
U. S. History. If you want to find out 
about it, read on. It’s an interesting tale 
about how people sometimes rise be-
yond all expectations.

It takes place in the early days of 
World War II, in the South Pacific, and 
if you’re a World War II history buff, 
you may already know about it.

The Screwed Up Pilot
First, let’s get this out of the way. 

Jay Zeamer wasn’t a photographer 
by trade. He was mostly a wanna-
be pilot. He looked good on paper, 
having graduated with a degree in 
civil engineering from MIT, joining 
the Army Air Corps, and receiving his 
wings in March, 1941. He was a B-26 
bomber co-pilot when World War II 
started.

His classmates all rapidly became 
lead pilots and squadron leaders, but 
not Jay. He couldn’t pass the pilot check 
tests despite trying numerous times. He 
was a good pilot, but just couldn’t seem 
to land the B-26.

Landing, from what I’ve read, was 
considered one of the more important 
qualifications for a pilot. Stuck as a 
co-pilot while his classmates and then 
those from the classes behind him were 
promoted, he got bored and lost all 
motivation.
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Things came to a head when co-pilot 
Zeamer fell asleep while his plane was 
in flight. Not just in flight, but in flight 
through heavy anti-aircraft fire during 
a bombing run. He only woke when the 
pilot beat him on the chest because he 
needed help. His squadron commander 
had him transferred to a B-17 squadron 
in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
where he was allowed to fly as a fill-
in navigator and occasionally as a co-
pilot. He was well liked and popular 
— on the ground. But no one wanted to 
fly with him.

Zeamer finally managed to get into 
the pilot’s seat by volunteering for a 
photoreconnaissance mission when 
the scheduled pilot became ill. The 
mission, an extremely dangerous one 
over the Japanese stronghold at Rabual, 
won Zeamer a Silver Star – despite the 
fact that he still hadn’t qualified to pilot 
a B-17.

The Eager Beavers
Zeamer became the Operations 

Officer (a ground position) at the 
43rd Air Group. Despite his lack of 
qualification, he still managed to fly 
as a B-17 fill-in pilot fairly often. He  
discovered that he loved to fly B-17s 
on photoreconnaissance missions, and 
he wanted to do it full-time. There were 
only three things standing in his way: 
he didn’t have a crew, he didn’t have an 
airplane, and oh, yeah, he still wasn’t a 
qualified pilot.

He solved the first problem by 
gravitating to every misfit and ne’er-do-
well in the 43rd Air Group. As another 
pilot, Walt Krell, recalled, “He recruited 
a crew of renegades and screwoffs. 
They were the worst men nobody else 
wanted. But they gravitated toward one 
another and made a hell of a team.”

The plane came later. An old, beat-
up B-17, serial number 41-2666, that 
had seen better days was flown into 
their field to be scavenged for spare

parts. Captain Zeamer had other 
ideas. He and his crew decided to 
rebuild the plane in their spare time 
since they weren’t going to get to 
fly any other way. Exactly how they 
managed to accomplish their task is 
the subject of some debate. Remember, 
there were so few spare parts available 
that their ‘plane’ was actually brought 
in originally to be a parts donor.

But rebuild it they did. Once it was 
in flying shape the base commander 
congratulated them and said he’d find 
a new crew to fly it. Not surprisingly, 
Zeamer and his crew took exception 
to this idea, and according Walt Krell 
the crew slept in their airplane, having 
loudly announced that the 50 caliber 
machine guns were kept loaded in 
case anyone came around to ‘borrow’ 
it. There was a severe shortage of 
planes, so the base commander ignored 
the mutiny and let the crew fly – but 
generally expected them to take on 
missions that no one else wanted.

The misfit crew thrived on it. They 
hung around the base operations center, 
volunteering for every mission no one 
else wanted. That earned them the 
nickname The Eager Beavers, and their 
patched up B-17 was called Old 666. 

Once  they  started flying 
their plane on difficult photo 
reconnaissance missions, they made 
some modifications. Even among 
the men of a combat air station, the 
Eager Beavers became known as gun 
nuts. They replaced all of the light 
30 caliber machine guns in the plane 
with heavier 50 caliber weapons. Then 
the 50 caliber machine guns were 
replaced with double 50 caliber guns. 
Zeamer had another pair of machine 
guns mounted to the front of the plane 
so he could remotely fire them like a 
fighter pilot. And the crew kept extra 
machine guns stored in the plane, just 
in case one of their other guns jammed 
or malfunctioned.

The Eager Beavers: (Back Row) Bud Thues, 
Zeamer, Hank Dominski, Sarnoski (Front Row) 
Vaughn, Kendrick, Able, Pugh.             

As odd as all this sounds, theSouth 
Pacific theatre in the early days of 
World War II was a chaotic area 
scattered over thousands of miles with 
very little equipment. Having a plane 
with an apparently nutty crew who 
volunteered for every awful mission 
not surprisingly made the commanding 
officers look the other way.

BUKA
In June, 1943, the U. S. had secured 

Guadalcanal in the southern Solomon 
Islands. They knew the Japanese had a 
huge base at Rabual, but were certain 
there were other airfields being built 
in the Northern Solomon Islands. They 
asked for a volunteer crew to take 
photographs of Bougainville Island 
to plan for an eventual invasion, and 
of Buka airfield on the north side 
of the island to assess for increased 
activity there. It was considered a near-
suicide mission — flying hundreds 
of miles over enemy airspace in a 
single, slow bomber. Not to mention 
photoreconnaissance meant staying 
in level flight and taking no evasive 
action even if they were attacked.

The only crew that volunteered, of 
course, was Jay Zeamer and the Eager 
Beavers. One of the crew, bombardier 
Joseph Sarnovski, had absolutely no 
reason to volunteer. He’d already 
been in combat for 18 months and was 
scheduled to go home in 3 days. Being 
a photo mission, there was no need for
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a bombardier. But if his friends 
were going, he wanted to go, and one 
of the bombardier’s battle stations was 
to man the forward machine guns. They 
might need him, so he went.

They suspected the airstrip at Buka 
had been expanded and reinforced, but 
weren’t sure until they got close. As 
soon as the airfield came in sight, they 
saw numerous fighters taking off and 
heading their way. The logical thing to 
do would have been to turn right and 
head for home. They would be able to 
tell the intelligence officers about the 
increased number of planes at Buka 
even if they didn’t get photos.

But Zeamer and photographer 
William Kendrick knew that photos 
would be invaluable for subsequent 
planes attacking the base, and for 
Marines who were planning to invade 
the island later. Zeamer held the plane 
level (tilting the wings even one degree 
at that altitude could put the photograph 
half a mile off target) and Kendrick 
took his photos, which gave plenty of 
time for over 20 enemy fighters to get 
up to the altitude Old 666 was flying at.

The fighter group, commanded by 
Chief Petty Officer Yoshio Ooki, was 
experienced and professional. They 
carefully set up their attack, forming 
a semi-circle all around the B-17 and 
then attacking from all directions at 
once. Ooki didn’t know about the 
extra weapons the Eager Beavers had 
mounted to their plane, but it wouldn’t 
matter if he had; there was no way for a 
single B-17 to survive those odds.

During the first fighter pass the 
plane was hit by hundreds of machine 
gun bullets and cannon shells. Five 
crewman of the B-17 were wounded 
and the plane badly damaged. All of the 
wounded men stayed at their stations 
and were still firing when the fighters 
came in for a second pass, which caused 
just as the first. Hydraulic cables were 
cut, holes the size of footballs appeared 
in the wings, and the front plexiglas 
canopy of the plane was shattered.

Zeamer was wounded during the 
second fighter pass, but kept the plane 
flying level and took no evasive action 
until Kendrick called over the intercom 
that the photography was completed. 
Only then did he begin to move the 
plane from side-to-side allowing his 
gunners better shots, just as the fighters 
came in for a third wave of attacks.

The third pass blew out the oxygen 
system of the plane, which was flying 
at 28,000 feet. Despite the obvious 
structural damage Zeamer put the plane 
in an emergency dive to get down to a 
level where there was enough oxygen 
for them men to survive.

During the dive, a 20mm cannon 
shell exploded in the navigator’s 
compartment. Sarnoski, who was 
already wounded, was blown out of his 
compartment and beneath the cockpit. 
Another crewman reached him and saw 
there was a huge wound in his side. 
Despite his obviously mortal wound, 
Sarnoski said, “Don’t worry about me, 
I’m all right” and crawled back to his 
gun which was now exposed to 300 
mile an hour winds since the plexiglass 
front of the plane was now gone. He 
shot down one more fighter before he 
died a minute or two later.

The battle continued for over 40 
minutes. The Eager Beavers shot down 
several fighters and heavily damaged 
several others. The B-17 was so heavily 
damaged, however, that they didn’t 
expect to make the several hundred 
miles long flight back home. Sarnoski 
had already died from his wounds. 
Zeamer had continued piloting the 
plane despite multiple wounds. Five 
other men were seriously wounded.

Flight Officer Ooki’s squadron 
returned to Buka out of ammunition 
and fuel. They understandably reported 
the B-17 was destroyed and about to 
crash in the ocean when they last saw 
it.

The B-17 didn’t quite crash, though. 
Zeamer had lost consciousness from

loss of blood, but regained it when 
he was removed from the pilot seat and 
lay on the floor of the plane. The copilot, 
Lt. Britton, was the most qualified to 
care for the wounded and was needed 
in the back of the plane. One of the 
gunners, Sergeant Able, had liked to 
sit in the cockpit behind the pilots and 
watch them fly. That made him the 
most qualified of the crewman, so he 
flew the plane with Zeamer advising 
him from the floor while Britton cared 
for the wounded.

The plane made it back to base. 
(Britton did return to the cockpit for the 
landing.) After the landing, the medical 
triage team had Zeamer removed from 
the plane last, because they considered 
his wounds mortal. Amazingly, the one 
thing on the plane not damaged were 
the cameras and the photos in them 
were considered invaluable in planning 
the invasion of Bougainville.

EPILOGUE
All of the wounded men recovered, 

although it was a close thing for Captain 
Zeamer. In fact, a death notification 
was sent to his parents somewhat 
prematurely. He spent the next year in 
hospitals recovering from his wounds, 
but lived a long and happy life, passing 
away at age 88.

Both Zeamer and Sarnovski were 
awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for the mission, the only time in 
World War II that two men from one 
plane ever received America’s highest 
medal for valor in combat. The other 
members of the crew were awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross, second 
only to the Medal of Honor as an award 
for bravery.

So, somewhat surprisingly, the most 
decorated combat flight in U. S. history 
didn’t take place in a major battle. It 
was a photo-reconnaissance flight; the 
flight of ‘old 666′ in June of 1943.

                     B
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Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
January 2014

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 10 January

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the  16 January Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  an 
undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


