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Bldg 653

Moffett Federal Airfield
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P.O. BOX 2

Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

Corner of Wescoat Rd and Wescoat Ct

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS

S i l i c o n  Va l l e y  C h a p t e r
M i l i t a r y  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

17 January 2013

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

LTC John Tao, USA
Professor of Military Science, ROTC

University of Santa Clara

The Culture Understanding
and

Language Proficiency Program

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Volume X Issue 1 January 2013

3 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
17 Jan Luncheon 11:00 AM
7 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM

21 Feb CANG 129th 11:00 AM

!!!!!!!LUNCHEON PRICE CHANGE!!!!!!!
 The Biltmore Hotel announced an increase in the luncheon price from $24 to 
$26 effective January 2013, citing an increase in food prices. After a search for 
an appropriate alternative facility, board members determined that the Biltmore 
continues to offer the best value in terms of quality, quantity, service, and price. 
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SVC WEB SITES
Our Chapter website is www.

siliconvalleymoaa.org. You can 
also get to it from the national 
MOAA site under Community/
Chapters and Councils then 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, then 
Silicon Valley Chapter.

eBulletins can be gotten directly 
from www.siliconvalleymoaa.org/
eBulletin/eBulletinList.html. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Some of us used to dream of the 
day we might be earning the salary 
we’re struggling on now. B

REPORTING dEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

PRESIdENT’S PERSPECTIVE

S ilicon Valley Chapter is 
starting 2013 with “sails 

set” and momentum from member-
ship gains over the past year. Not 
only has the Chapter benefited from 
new membership but there is more 
support coming from our parent or-
ganization. (Chapter members who 
are also National members may 
have noticed two Silicon Valley 
members depicted in the “Military 
Officer” December issue.) Nation-
al is now supporting all chapters 
with improved data about existing 
members. This will help us make 
sure our programs and bulletin ar-
ticle are focused with appropriate 
content to best serve you.

As 2012 came to a conclusion, 
we welcomed 15 new chapter 
members and this is thanks in part 
to National’s program of contacting 
folks in our area who belong to our 
nationwide organization but had 
not previously been attending our 
meetings nor receiving our local 
information. These new members 
include active duty, guard 
members, prior service, and retired 
officers. Some new members have 
joined from recruitment by existing 
members. This is a very healthy 
and effective type of membership 
growth because there is a genuine 
bond between friends who share 
“good deals.”

The coming year is sure to be a 
time of challenge: Benefits, military 
manning, and living conditions 
will all be subject to change. Our 
chapter is a continuation of shared 
experience for most members – 
we serve or supported those who 
‘went forward.” Our values and 
trust were mutually  interactive 
even though we didn’t all wear the 

same uniforms.  Chapters like ours 
“outperform” and keep on looking 
out for our fellow members. But the 
membership growth in chapters is 
not just something that happens – it 
takes work, effort, and organization.  
Be part of the team, a recruiter, and 
bring friends to our meetings. B

Paul

JANUARY SPEAKER

T he chapter’s January 2013 
speaker will be LTC John Tao, 

USA, Chair and Professor of Mili-
tary Science, ROTC Bronco Battal-
ion, Santa Clara University. He will 
provide a briefing on the Culture 
Understanding and Language Pro-
ficiency Program (CULP) as well 
as an illustrated description of a trip 
he and six cadets took to China in 
2012. LTC Tao is a chapter member 
and was named by the U.S. Army 
as outstanding Professor of Military 
Science nationwide.

The Army recognizes the need 
for young leaders to develop more 
cultural awareness and foreign 
language proficiency skills. Cadets 
now receive an opportunity to 
compete for immersion in more than 
40 countries. These opportunities 
expose them to everyday life in 
different cultures which helps 
produce commissioned officers who 
possess the right blend of language 
and cultural skills required to 
support global operations in the 21st 
Century. Participants experience 
up to three different venues: 
Humanitarian service; host nation 
military-to-military contact; and 
education on the social, cultural and 
historical aspects of the country. In 
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2012, 1,200 ROTC cadets traveled 
across the world as CULP Program 
participants.

LTC Tao will describe the 
programs purpose, history, and 
activities during 2012, which 
included the group’s trip to China. 
He will tell of his pre-deployment 
linkup with cadets at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, the deployment mission 
objectives and achievements, and 
the post-deployment recovery and 
return to home station. The cadets 
traveled in a small group led by LTC 
Tao. The trips last approximately one 
month, including the deployment as 
well as a five-day soldier readiness 
process. CULP slots are awarded 
on a competitive basis and take 
into account several factors, such as 
GPA, physical fitness, an essay, and 
other pertinent selection criteria. B

Source: ROTC CULP Program

NAME BAdGE ORdER
The chapter plans to place an 

order for member name badges on 
or about March 1, 2013.

T he plastic badges measure, 2 
X 3 inches, 3 lines of blue text, 

the MOAA shield centered, with a 
white background. They feature a 
clip ($7.00) or magnetic ($9.50) fas-
tener. The vendor is Omega Engrav-
ing, Grants Pass, Oregon.

Members who would like to 
order a badge are encouraged to 
send title/rank (i.e. CDR, Mr., or 
Mrs., or Ms), name to appear on 
badge (i.e. William Harris or Suzie 
Harris), and service (i.e. USN, 
AUX for auxiliary, not applicable 
for spouse) to COL Warren Enos, 
AUS (RET), 1073 Helena Drive, 

Sunnyvale, CA 94087, telephone 
1-408-245-2217, along with a check 
made out to SVC MOAA for $7.00 
if a clip fastener is preferred or 
$9.50 for the magnetic fastener. B

Source: Board Minutes

Your Board at Work

PLANNING A TRIP?

T ake a look at MOAA travel. 
It’s easy to save on every va-

cation! Sign up and gain access to 
amazing travel discounts. You can 
save on cruises, resorts, hotels, and 
more. All MOAA members are eli-
gible and, best of all, the program 
is free. There are no booking fees 
and you earn reward points for ev-
ery dollar you spend. When I signed 
up, I got a 5000-point bonus. That’s 
not small change when you figure 
it’s a point for every dollar spent 
on travel.

Go to www.MOAATravel.org 
and follow the prompts. There 
is a wealth of information which 
explains how you subscribe, 
member benefits, Frequently 
Asked Questions, etc. There is 
even a section that highlights a few 
future offerings—the 2013 MOAA 
Signature Cruise on the Rhine River 
from June 16-23, or “Norwegians 
Love the Weekend” (cruises from 
Miami to the Bahamas every 

Friday), or perhaps you’d rather 
stay close to home and “Get Your 
Feet Wet at Myrtle Beach” for $56/
night. This just scratches the surface 
so take a look for yourself.

If you don’t have a computer, 
you can still take advantage of the 
program. Call 1-866-691-5109 and 
press Option #5. A Government 
Vacation Rewards Membership 
Services Agent will help you set 
up an account so you can access 
the system through them by phone. 
Even if you do have a computer, call 
this same number if you have any 
unanswered questions.

Whenever and wherever you 
decide to go, have a happy trip! B

Source: CDR Al Eagye

Continued on Page 4

AUXILIARY CORNER

T he TRICARE Pharmacy 
Home Delivery, serviced by 

Express Scripts, is a cost-saver for 
TRICARE. For the beneficiary it is 
convenient, efficient, cost-saving, 
and offers peace of mind that medi-
cations will arrive on time. But the 
program is used by less than 10% 
of TRICARE beneficiaries, making 
it an underused health care benefit.

MOAA surveyed 7,700 
Legislative Update subscribers 
representing a cross-section of 
military beneficiaries. The sample 
showed a far higher participation in 
the home delivery program than the 
TRICARE beneficiary population as 
a whole. Of the survey participants, 
64 percent had tried the program, 
45 percent used it for maintenance 
medications, and 69 percent were 
very satisfied. What did they like 

http://www.moaatravel.org/
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about the service? They liked the 
convenience of home delivery, easy 
prescription management by phone 
or online, copayment savings of 67 
percent versus retail pharmacies, 
automatic refill notifications, and 
ease of having TRICARE call their 
doctors for prescription renewals. 
Sixty eight percent found nothing to 
dislike about the program.

Enrollment is easy. Call (877) 
363-1303, or visit www.express-
scripts.com/tricare. You must 
send Express Scripts written 
prescriptions from your physician 
to begin enrollment.

Currently, a 30-day supply of a 
brand-name medication at a local 
pharmacy includes a $12 copayment. 
But the same medication, in a 90-
day supply, can be ordered through 

home delivery for a $9 copayment. 
Most generic medications have no 
copayments for a 90-day supply. 
And through home delivery, non-
formulary medications have a $25 
copayment for a 90-day supply. You 
will be notified by phone or email 
when your prescriptions will ship. 
There are no shipping charges, and 
if you’re traveling, TRICARE can 
arrange to have your prescriptions 
shipped to a temporary address.

Those medications requiring 
refrigeration, though shipped in 
cold packs, cannot be left in the 
heat for long periods. If you will 
not be home, arrange for a friend or 

neighbor to pick them up for you.
Beneficiaries can set up 

automatic renewals every 90 days 
for all medications except controlled 
substances. When a prescription 
needs an annual renewal, you can 
mail the new prescription to Express 
Scripts or have them contact your 
physician. In the case of a military 
treatment facility (MTF), you must 
take in the prescription.

Problems like ordering too early, 
out-of-stock medications, holiday 
facility closures, or changes in 
hours of operation that can happen 
with an MTF are eliminated by 
using home delivery. Give it a 
try. You will really like it. B

Source: The Affiliate

RETURN TO TEHRAN
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 
accompanied her husband, MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

I began to try to figure out how 
Cragin and I could get back 

down to Hamadan and then home 
to Tehran. I found out that Mary’s 
overseer, Ali, lived just beyond the 
village and I hurried down the hill to 
look for him. He had done the cook-
ing for us on our Caspian camping 
trip and seemed anxious to help. 
He said Mary had a couple horses 
stabled in the village and the next 
morning we started down to Hama-
dan on a trail across the mountain, 
Ali with Cragin on one horse and 
me on the other. Mother nature gave 
me little natural padding and after 
some miles in the hard saddle on my 

rough gaited horse I was growing 
more and more miserable. The sun 
was hot and bright and Cragin and 
I were both getting sunburned. At 
last we arrived at Hamadan about 
twilight, and I didn’t know what to 
expect. Was Mary ill? Had I missed 
her on her way at last to the vil-
lage? Had some event happened to 
keep her in Hamadan? But she came 
sauntering out of the house and 
said, “Well, hello, Lynn. What are 
you doing back down here in Hama-
dan? We were going to come up to 
the village tomorrow.” I was so tired 
and put out with her that I just asked 
her to take me down to the bus sta-
tion. There was a second-class bus 
leaving at 7:00 the next morning 
with just one seat left, halfway back 
and in the middle.

If I had thought the seats in 
the bus going to Hamadan were 
hard, the seats on this bus had no 
padding at all, and as I was sore 
from the long horseback ride down 
to Hamadan I knew I was in for a 
long, miserable ride squashed in 
holding Cragin on my lap. The tiny 
aisle was negotiable only sideways 
and yet people managed to squeeze 
in and sit on their haunches, for this 
time, being a second-class bus, we 
stopped to pick up everyone who 
flagged us down. Then there would 
be time-consuming negotiations 
over the fare before we would 
get underway again. Before long 
the chickens and the baby goat, 
which had run of the aisle, had 
to be held in their owner’s arms. 
When occasionally a passenger 
reached his destination and wanted 
to get out, there would be a hectic 
squeezing together of passengers 
even though I had thought we were 
already squeezed together as tightly 

http://www.express-scripts.com/tricare
http://www.express-scripts.com/tricare
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as possible.
After five hours we stopped at 

a roadside restaurant and I ordered 
chilau kabob and tea. I put our forks 
into the hot tea and then fed Cragin 
with one hand while I fanned with 
my magazine in the other hand to 
keep the flies away. And then it 
was back to the torture chamber 
for another grueling five hours. 
I told Cragin stories until he fell 
asleep in my arms. I silently went 
through every recitation I’d ever 
memorized, reread my well-read 
magazine articles over and over, 
watched the minutes creep by on 
my watch, and studied the passive 
passengers. When Cragin would 
wake up, I’d tell him more stories. 
Never once did he complain or cry 
though he did a lot of wiggling and 
squirming and trying to escape even 
though there was not an inch of 
space to escape into.

At last we reached the bus station 
in the south end of Tehran and 
caught a cab and got home at 5:30 
pm, just in time to take a shower and 
get dressed for our reception which 
started at 6:30 pm. It was important 
for us to be there front and center 
and on time.

I stood in the reception line 
in a daze until after 11:00 pm. “I 
hear you went off to Hamadan 
for a rest. Did you have a 
good time?”  “ Wonderful,” I 
smiled. “Just wonderful!” B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

ANNUAL MEETING

A brief business meeting will 
be held during the January 

17th luncheon and will include the 
election of officers for 2013.

The current officers have agreed 
to continue service if required:

--President/CAPT Paul Barrish, 
USN (RET)

--1st Vice President/Lt. Col. 
Mike Sampognaro, USAF-Ret

--2nd Vice President/Lt. Col. Jay 
Craddock, USAF-Ret

--Secretary/COL Warren Enos, 
AUS (RET)

--Treasurer/CAPT Lloyd McBeth, 
USN (RET)

Chapter members are encouraged 
to submit nominations for the 
officer positions, by telephone 
in advance of the luncheon or in 
person just prior to the election. 
Contact COL Warren Enos, 
Secretary, at 1-408-245-2217. B

Source: Board Minutes

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN

B eginning April 2012 the chap-
ter offered an on-line news-

letter designed in part to attract the 
technology savvy new generation 
officer and to publish chapter and 
general news, special features, pho-
tos, and graphics not published in 
the chapter’s print newsletter, The 
Bulletin, mainly because there is 
much more space available on-line.

Because the November speaker 
was unable to make his scheduled 
presentation, eBulletin editor, Lt. 
Col. Neil Miles, USAF-Ret, took 
time to provide luncheon attendees 
with a detailed briefing of both 
process and content. The November 
issue was displayed on a large 
screen, making viewing of articles 
and photos easy.

The eBulletin can be viewed at 
the chapter’s website: http://www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org/.

The front page provides the 
luncheon-meeting announcement 
along with a calendar of coming 
events. There is a table of contents; 
members who choose to visit a 
special page simply need to click on 
an available link.

Section A features the President’s 
Perspective and Editor’s Notes, 
which includes local, state, and 
national news of special interest and 
value. The president’s November 
focus was a summary of service 
opportunities, encouragement 
to wear the uniform on Veterans 
Day, the importance of contacting 
legislators on the issues, and a 
notice that an order for member 
badges will be placed early in 2013.

Section B lists chapter 
leaders and contact information, 
membership numbers and a listing 
of new members, plus a Veteran’s 
Affairs calendar of events.

Section C offers late information 
on federal and California legislation 
important to members and their 
families.

Section D is news on chapter 
activities, and in November items 
included reports on a Chapter 
Presidents Symposium and a recent 
visit by MOAA national president 

Continued on Page 6

http://www.siliconvalleymoaa.org/
http://www.siliconvalleymoaa.org/
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VADM Norbert Ryan, Jr., as well 
as a Veterans Eat and Greet event in 
San Jose.

Section E presents descriptions 
of the next month luncheon speaker 
topic and a report on the prior month 
speaker presentation.

Section F In the Box is a 
place where member articles or 
communications are posted as well 
as special items of value. In the 
November issue there are stories 
about the chaplain and his recent trip 
to Washington, D.C., chapter actions 
to help save the infrastructure upon 
Mt. Umunhum, a member book 
review, and the Auxiliary Corner, 
where special guidance is provided 
chapter auxiliaries.

Section G has information 
on Personal Affairs including 
employment opportunities, medical 
and pharmacy, reporting deaths, and 
available resources.

Section H provides a membership 
application, luncheon reservation 
form, and advertisement.

About half of chapter 
members are now taking 
advantage of the eBulletin 
resulting in a print newsletter 
cost savings to the chapter. B

Source: Lt. Col. Miles

VETERANS dAY PARAdE

W hen San Jose Veterans Day 
parade planners asked for 

volunteer WWII participants, chap-
ter member Lt. Col. Jay Craddock, 
USAF-Ret was quick to attend and 
represent Silicon Valley Chapter at 
the Sunday, 11:00 am, 11 Novem-
ber 2012 event. The United Veter-
ans Council of Santa Clara County 

sponsored the 94th annual parade.
“There were four or five WWII 

veterans on hand,” Jay said, “along 
with others from the Korean War, 
Vietnam War, Persian Gulf War, and 
the other Middle East conflicts.” 
Hundreds of people lined the 
parade route to honor veterans and 
armed forces personnel currently 
serving the country.

“A number of us reported to 
the downtown Hilton Hotel where 
we were provided a continental 
breakfast, a time to get acquainted, 
recall some stories out of the past, 
and share memories of good and in 
some cases desperate times,” Jay 
continued.

Group members were escorted  
to the parade reviewing stand 
where they had an opportunity to 
introduce themselves to spectators, 
listen to presentations by 
legislators and community leaders, 
and have quiet conversations with 
some of the dignitaries - U.S. Rep 
Zoe Lofgren, D-San Jose, parade 
marshal VADM Paul Zukunft, 
USCG, and Colonel Steven J. 
Butow, ANG, Commanding Officer, 
Air National Guard 129th Rescue 
Wing.

Participants were then taken 
by bus to the parade starting 
point, Market Street at Plaza de 
Cesar Chavez, where there was a 
memorial ceremony in honor of the 
1918 Armistice commemorating 
the end of WWI. Jay described the 
scene, “I was assigned to ride in 
a beautifully restored Ford Model 
T coupe with a driver who was a 
veteran of the Vietnam era, with 
my name and grade emblazoned 
on the side of the car. There were 
great crowds along many parts 
of the parade route, people who 

were shouting, cheering, and just 
demonstrating respect for so many 
who fought in America’s wars. It 
was an uplifting experience.”

A huge number of participants 
marched the one-mile parade 
route down Santa Clara Street 
and elsewhere in the downtown 
area, riding in a car club’s restored 
vehicles as well as old police cars, 
fire trucks, a school bus, and even 
military combat vehicles. 

“Later, at the reviewing stand,” 
Jay continued, “I met LCDR Katz, 
an officer about my age who entered 

the service at age 17, ultimately 
entered Navy flight training, was 
sent early in the war to the Pacific 
for carrier duty, flew the Hellcat, 
and was shot down at least once, 
certainly qualifying this survivor 
as a member of the Greatest 
Generation.”

Jay heard that the Air Guard 
had arranged a C-130 flyover, 
but with all the commercial air 
traffic headed into San Jose 
International Airport he missed 
it. It was quite a day, though—
the weather was perfect and the 
people lining the streets were 
gracious, friendly, supportive, in 
some cases waving the U.S. flag, 
and clearly in a mood to celebrate 
and offer veterans their heartfelt 
thanks for service to the country. B

Source: Lt. Col. Jay Craddock



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve_____ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer____Widow(er)_____ 

National MOAA Member____When did you join SVC_MOAA or PROC?____________

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.

This Space For Rent
Contact

Lt Col Neil Miles
15770 E. Alta Vista Way

San Jose, CA 95127-1735
njmlem@gmail.com

Michael Sampognaro
LTC USAF(RET)

1645 San Pedro Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
www.morganhillcellars.com
408 779 7389 Fax 408 779 9083 michael@morganhillcellars.com



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
January 2013

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOd Rd, SANTA CLARA, CA
dIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
deadline to reach SVC no later than 11 January

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   17 January Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  an 
undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUdEd IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

Note Luncheon Price 
Increase - $26
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