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Volume VII Issue 1 January 2011

6 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
20 Jan Luncheon 11:00 AM
3 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM

17 Feb Japanese American 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

20 January 2011

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

CDR Otto Lee, USNR
Draw-Down in Iraq

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Luncheon price is now $24.
Please see article on Page 4.

This is the last issue for those who 
have not renewed.
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

The difference between dogs and 
cats is that dogs come when they’re 
called.  Cats take a message and 
get back to you. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

JANUARY SPEAKER

O n a frosty day in January 
2009, a Northwest Airlines 

Boeing 747-400 contract aircraft 
loaded with deploying American 
troops lifted off from Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina en-route to Camp 
Victory, Baghdad, Iraq. The com-
ing year in support of OPERA-
TION IRAQI FREEDOM was 
destined to be a time of adven-
ture, new learning experiences, 
sometimes vicious combat opera-
tions, and development of unique 
views on the management of des-
ert warfare.

Strapped to a seat in that aircraft, 
and wearing the camouflage 
uniform, ammo clips, and helmet, 
was CDR Otto Lee, USNR, of 
Sunnyvale, a well-known public 
figure in military, political, 
legal, and business affairs. His 
assignment was to be Chief of 
Drawdown Material Disposition 
Policy at Headquarters, Multi-
National Forces, where he and 
his group would deal with base 
closures and materiel meltdown.

CDR Lee will speak in January 
about the transport of troops 
and goods to Kuwait and the 
theater of operations, the enemy 
including incursions from Iran, the 
conduct of business involving cash 
payments, contract irregularities, 
fraud, the involvement of the FBI 
and Inspector General (IG), and 
even issues of sexuality on the 
battlefield.

The job essentially was one of 
materials disposition, coordinating 
with Pentagon officials about what 
to keep and what to give away. 
Does it make sense to leave behind 
a fully equipped hospital with high 
value MRI and CT scan devices, 

items that the Iraqi people might 
not be qualified to use? What 
about 40 foot electrical generators, 
special use motor vehicles or 
even computers with hard drives 
potentially holding sensitive or 
even classified information?

CDR Lee will talk on day-to-
day living conditions in the combat 
zones. Although cell phone signals 
were not always available, he was 
able to read the San Jose Mercury 
on line daily and even have a full 
meal provided by the chefs of 
Outback Steakhouse.

As a naval reservist, he serves 
as XO to the Commander, Naval 
Air Forces Supply 0294 providing 
operational support to aircraft 
carriers. He has been a member of 
the Sunnyvale City Council and has 
served as Vice Mayor and Mayor, 
always serving as a strong advocate 
for veterans and their families. 
He is the founder and managing 
partner of the Intellectual Property 
Law Group LLP with offices in 
San Jose.

CDR Lee has a B.S. in chemical 
and nuclear engineering from UC 
Berkeley and law degrees from UC 
Hastings and University of Leiden, 
The Netherlands. He is married 
to Sally and they have two young 
daughters living in Sunnyvale.

For his year-long service in the 
combat zone, he was awarded the 
Bronze Star, the Joint Services 
Achievement Medal, and the 
Iraqi Campaign Medal. B

Source: Biography 

NOVEMBER SPEAKER

S teve Fossett vanished Sep-
tember 3, 2007 while on a 

pleasure flight over the eastern Si-
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erra Nevada mountain range. Fos-
sett took off from a private air strip 
at Smith Valley, just east of the 
California-Nevada border, with-
out filing a flight plan but with the 
expressed intention of flying south 
above highway 395 and the high 
desert. Fossett was flying a single 
engine Bellanca Super Decathlon 
airplane, a relatively low-power air-
craft for the 13,000 foot peaks.

The chapter’s November 
speaker, Major Jose “Cuervo” 
Agredano, USAF, a search and 
rescue pilot and member of the 
California Air National Guard 
129th Rescue Wing, was dispatched 
to Minden, NV to lead the air search 
planning and coordination effort. 
Upon arrival he found that many 
agencies were already involved in 
an air and ground search and yet 
there was absolute chaos and little 
coordination, with most of the focus 
placed on a few geographic areas 
and others ignored completely. Maj 
Agredano provided the anatomy 
of an air search; his PowerPoint 
presentation and accompanying 
photos were not made available to 
the media.

Agencies taking part in this 
high profile search included the 
California and Nevada Offices of 
Emergency Services, the Civil Air 
Patrol, county law enforcement 
units search as the Sheriff’s Office 
air and ground arms, aviators from 
the Flying M Ranch, elements of the 
California and Nevada Air National 
Guard, the Federal Aviation Agency, 
Google Images, and U.S. Air Force. 
At least 8 fixed wing aircraft, 12 
from the Flying M Ranch, and 4 
helicopters were used. Literally 
thousands of people were involved 
in the search which covered the 

Minden-Fallon-Sierras-Nellis Air 
Force Base-Smith Valley area, some 
20,000 square miles.

The search continued without 
success during the period September 
3 through October 3, 2007 at which 
time it was terminated. One year 
later a hiker in an area some 7 miles 
northwest of Mammoth Mountain 
found some of Fossett’s personal 
effects and later the aircraft wreckage 
which was scattered over a large 
area. An official report determined 
that Fossett was flying in an area of 
very high ridges and strong winds, 
and when he tried to cross a saddle 
a downdraft caught his aircraft and 
slammed it into the ground killing 
him instantly. Wild animals likely 
carried away his remains. B

Source: Speaker Comments 

JOHN F. POGUE

L ong-time chapter mem-
ber COL John Pogue, AUS 

(Ret), passed away peacefully Oc-
tober 27, 2010 in Menlo Park.

He entered the Army in July 
1941, was commissioned in the 
Signal Corps through the Officer 
Candidate School (OCS) program, 
and served during the war in places 
as diverse as Philadelphia and 
New Delhi, India where he worked 
primarily in signal logistics. After 

the war he returned to his hometown 
of Rochester, New York and joined 
the reserves, serving for many years 
again in logistics assignments, 
as a Command and General Staff 
College instructor, and later G-4 
with the Civil Affairs Command in 
Mt. View. He retired as a colonel 
in 1975.

After active duty he was admitted 
to Stanford University where he 
obtained a degree in psychology 
and later the MBA degree. Over the 
years he was employed by NASA 
as a contracting officer and later 
served 25 years as Board Chairman 
of Golden Bay Credit Union.

COL Pogue was a life member of 
MOAA and could be seen regularly 
at chapter luncheon meetings with 
his wife of 27 years, Patricia. Some 
members attended a memorial 
service which was held November 
10th at the Moffett Community 
Chapel.

John will be remembered as the 
family man that he was, a soldier 
who served honorably, a highly 
educated business professional, 
and for many in the chapter as 
a good and faithful friend. He 
will be missed by so many. B

Source: Obituary 

BOYD WILSON

C hapter member and Pearl 
Harbor survivor CWO3 Boyd 

Wilson, USN (RET) died peace-
fully in early November while a 
patient at the Palo Alto Veterans 
Medical Center.

He was an eyewitness to 
history. He was 21 and a 3rd Class 
radioman when the general alarm 
sounded aboard the Nevada, the 
only battleship to get underway 

Continued on Pasge 4
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during the Pearl Harbor raid. The 
ship was under intense attack by 
Japanese aircraft, was left sinking 
after torpedo and bomb hits and had 
to be beached.

Boyd was 19 when he entered 
the Navy at Portland, Oregon. 
He attended electronics school 
in Chicago and became a fully 
qualified radioman. This sailor who 
had a spectacular view of the battle 
action at Pearl Harbor spent 24 
years in the Navy.

On April 26, 2007 Boyd made 
a presentation before the chapter 
showing a number of restored photos 
of the Pearl Harbor attack again 
demonstrating his strong interest 
in the chapter and its members. He 
will be sorely missed by everyone 
who had the good fortune to 
know him. Well done, Boyd. B

Source: Biography 

FRED WEED

A fter a long battle with 
heart disease, chapter 

member and long-time leader LTC 
Fred Weed, AUS (RET), passed 
away one night shortly before the 
Thanksgiving holiday. All of us 
who knew Fred would unquestion-
ably place him at the top of our lists 
as one of the finest persons we have 
been privileged to know. A highly 
accomplished individual, he was 
friendly, kind, modest, and compas-
sionate. He served the chapter in a 
number of roles, including president 
from 1997-99, and it was his intelli-
gence, ability to focus on the crux of 
problems, common sense, unfailing 
integrity, and respect for others that 
made him a highly effective leader.

Many of us knew details about 
his life and achievements: Excerpts 
from his autobiography have 

been published in The Bulletin. 
Originally from Potsdam, New 
York, he ultimately earned the Ph. 
D. and J.D. degrees from Columbia 
University and served as an enlisted 
man in World War II, landing on the 
beaches of Normandy on August 16, 
1944. After the war he served in the 
Army Reserve and as a professor 
of political science, initially at 
DeKalb, Illinois and later San Jose 
State University.

Always good-natured and 
possessing a wonderful sense of 
humor, it was a delight to serve 
with him. He was truly an officer 
who loved his God, his family, 
the nation, and our local MOAA 
chapter. It saddens us that he is no 
longer with us.

A memorial service will held 
December 28, 2010, at St. Edwards 
Episcopal Church, 15040 Union 
Avenue, Highway 85 at Union, San 
Jose, Tuesday, 2 o’clock pm. B

Source: Biography

LUNCHEON PRICE

I n mid-November chapter trea-
surer CAPT Lloyd “Mac” 

McBeth, USNR (RET) announced 
that a new Biltmore Hotel luncheon 
contract has been signed for 201l, 
providing the chapter a very nice fa-
cility for general membership meet-
ings. The Biltmore’s primary at-
traction is that it is equivalent to an 
upscale armed forces officer’s club, 
providing the opportunity for cama-
raderie, a very nice buffet luncheon 
and speaker presentation, all with an 
ambiance conducive to full privacy, 
comfort, good conversation, and ac-
tivities favored by military officers, 

spouses and guests.

However, the luncheon price 
will be increased from $23 to $24, 
which was expected after two years 
without a change and because 
of trends in Silicon Valley hotel-
restaurant general price structure 
modifications.

In the past the chapter has been 
interested in finding a luncheon 
facility which would provide quality, 
service and price advantages, in that 
order. Over the past few months 
representatives have been searching 
for and evaluating alternate sites 
with a focus on those used by 
organizations such as the Rotary 
Club, Kiwanis, and other business-
industry-government groups, 
everything from civic centers, 
recreational facilities, golf course 
restaurants, and the like. There’s 
nothing out there known to chapter 
officers currently which provides 
anything close to the Biltmore for 
quality, service and price.

Members are invited to attend 
the upcoming 2011 luncheons and 
anticipate a delightful, profitable 
and full value monthly meeting 
with military comrades. B

Source: Treasurer’s Report 

MILITARY TRIVIA
The Allies’ password on D-Day 
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UP AND UP AND UP
NOTE: Chapter auxiliary Mrs. 
Lynn Prescott offers memories of 
when she accompanied her husband 
MAJ Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

S ome five months after Dan 
was born, I began to think 

about trying to climb Mt. Demav-
end, so beautiful and majestic ris-
ing above the Elburz range. A friend 
who worked at the Embassy would 
move to our house for the four days 
we would be gone.

Demavend is three to four 
thousand feet higher than anything 
we have in the continental United 
States, with various sources listing 
it at about 19,000 feet. We began 
making practice climbs in the 
foothills. Coming down from one 
of the practice climbs, we followed 
a little ravine whose stream had 
cut its way through solid blue rock 
with a cascading series of six or 
seven little waterfalls, each ending 
in a beautiful blue basin, a magical 
surprise and reward after a long hot 
climb.

We recruited others to go along, 
including two English Presbyterian 
missionaries, one of whom was a 
doctor, and on August 24th we got 
underway in a weapons carrier and 
a jeep. There was trouble with the 
brakes and we had to creep along in 
first gear all the way to Rehneh, the 

village at the base of the mountain. 
Moving slowly gave us a chance to 
savor the beautiful mountain scenery 
with its stair steps of mountainside 
irrigated fields and the crystal blue 
Lar River far below.

We had to bargain hard with 
the guide for a reasonable price 
and for a couple mule skinners and 
mules/donkeys to carry our gear. 
We had our K-rations for dinner 
but the missionaries prepared a full 
dinner for themselves complete 
with dishes, silverware and even 
a tablecloth. The climb was due to 
start the following morning at 0530 
except the missionaries were late, 
the reverend having been bit by a 
sheep tick, but within the hour the 
trek was underway. The starting 
point was at 7,000 feet.

It took a few hours to climb to 
the site of some goatherds and their 
families, Kurds who spoke Turkish. 
They were making butter by 
sloshing goat milk back and forth 
inside a hide, and we took some 
pictures.

The terrain on the lower slopes 
was dusty and dotted with large 
rocks and scrubby vegetation. Some 
six hours and 6,000 feet later, up and 
up and up, we arrived at base camp. 
After the sun went down it got very 
cold, but the sunset was beautiful 
and the experience magical.

Climbing up through the huge 
lava rocks is not the hardest part, 
rather the need to cross a scree 
slope, a long fall of loose rock. The 
object is to try not to lose altitude 
for each step your foot slides down. 
Later the terrain turned smoother 
and was made of sulfur and white 
pumice rock, and eventually we 
arrived at the top and looked into 
the extinct volcano crater. We took 

some pictures and headed back 
straightaway for now we were 
freezing.

The climb down through gravel 
fields was difficult but it was 
great fun. Back at base camp we 
had a little supper and turned in, 
sunburned and very tired. The next 
morning we made our way to the 
jeep and went back to Rehneh to 
wait for the mules.

What a long weary drive back 
to Tehran, eating the dust of each 
passing truck and car, and it was 
well past midnight when we got 
home to our peacefully sleeping 
household and the luxury of 
our oh so comfortable bed. B
Source: Persian Version: Adventures 

in Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott 

was “Mickey Mouse”.
Gen. Black Jack Pershing, 

arriving in France in 1917 
after the U.S. entered WWI, 
had dog tag number 01. B

BATAAN DEATH MARCH

E arly next March teams of 
highly motivated Santa Clara 

University Bronco Battalion ROTC 
cadets will travel to New Mexico 
and participate in the 2011 Bataan 
Memorial Death March. The event 
honors the 75,000 Filipino and 
American Military personnel who 
were captured in 1942 and forced 
to march 61 miles in tropical heat, 
a week-long endeavor without sub-
sistence.

Silicon Valley Chapter will 
sponsor and provide financial 
support for one of the teams. 
Chapter President CDR John Ward, 
USNR-(RET), notified Professor 
of Military Science LTC John Tao, 
USA, of the board’s action. A $500 
check was mailed during the week 
of November 8th.

Continued on Pasge 6
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Santa Clara University sent two 
teams, a light and a heavy team, 
to compete in the 2009 event. 
Each team was made up of five 
cadets who marched 26.2 miles in 
combat uniform. The heavy team 
members also carried a 35 pound 
rucksack. Santa Clara placed 2nd 
in the light category and 7th in 
the heavy category. In the coming 
March competition, NCAA All-
American MAJ Jason Cullinane, 
USA, Colonel Tao’s deputy and a 
highly accomplished track and field 
athlete, will coach the light team 
with high hopes of bringing home 
the top prize.

The ROTC detachment plans to 
add one new team. There are several 
female cadets who have expressed 
interest in forming an all-female 
team, and the newest cadre member, 
MAJ Misty Lever, USA, who has 
experience with marathons, will 
coach that team.

The ROTC’s military budget 
precludes the detachment from 
financially supporting the Bataan 
Death March competition and there 
is heavy reliance on sponsorships 
and donations. COL Tao responded 
to CDR Ward’s announcement by 
saying, “We sincerely appreciate 
your support. On behalf of the men 
and women of Bronco Battalion, 
we thank you for your faithful 
service to our nation and support of 
the Santa Clara Army ROTC.” B

Source: ROTC Detachment

PHILANTHROPIC UPGRADE

C hapter members had an op-
portunity to meet and hear 

from Paws for Purple Hearts found-

er Rick Yount when he spoke at a 
luncheon meeting some time ago 
and displayed his golden retriever 
puppy, Gabe. Some members were 
so impressed with Rick and his pro-
gram that they offered immediate 
donations.

Paws for Purple Hearts is a 
program designed to give wounded 
warriors, particularly those suffering 
from Post-traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), an opportunity to train 
golden retrievers and Labradors as 
service dogs and then make them 
available to needy veterans in wheel 
chairs. The two year old program 
has its roots at the Menlo Park 
Veterans Administration Hospital 
but has since expanded to Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in 
Washington, D.C.

At the time of the luncheon, 
there was little medical evidence 
that the dog training effort would 
really be helpful to those with 
traumatic brain injuries, and chapter 
officers initially hesitated to provide 
a significant level of support. 

However, there is now impressive 
data to show that the program has 
very high potential for success – at 
minimum, vets are being provided 
emotional sustenance, a specific 
mission, and lessons in patience. 
On that basis, the Paws for Purple 
Hearts program will be upgraded to 
a higher priority for donations.

The evaluation is objective. 
Chapter officers follow a very 
specific thirteen (13) item set of 
screening criteria for philanthropic 
and gratuitous donations, in part 
including such issues as favoring a 
local organization, one that is group 
rather than individual-oriented, 
one that is tax-exempt, non-
political, non-religious and non-
denominational, with funds used 
for a specifically identified purpose, 
and where administrative costs are 
less than twenty percent.

Chapter members will have an 
opportunity to make a donation 
and designate it to Paws for Purple 
Hearts (or PAWS ) when completing 
a membership application/renewal 
form or the luncheon reservation 
form. Both forms are being modified 
as appropriate. Members choosing 
to donate can also send the treasurer 
a check made out to “SVC-MOAA.” 
with “PAWS” in the “For” line 
at lower left corner of check. B

Source: Board Minutes 

A small boy swallowed some 
coins and was taken to a 

hospital. When his grandmother 
telephoned to ask how he was, a 
nurse said, “No change yet.” B



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
January 2011

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than (Friday before)

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   (date) Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


