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7 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 Jan Luncheon 11:00 AM
4 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM

18 Feb tba 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

21 January 2010

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Ms. Cecelia Jaimes
Pre-need Counselor

Cusimano Family Colonial Mortuary,

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

This will be your last Bulletin if you 
have not renewed by 8 January
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

What’s to be done - Everyone 
wants to go to heaven, but 
nobody wants to die. B

REPORTING dEATHS

M  ail notification of a 
member’s death to:

MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

MILITARy FUNERAL
Today I visited the Navy 

Operation Support Center San 
Jose in preparation for the SVC-
MOAA scholarship program. Very 
informative since I had never set 
foot in a USN Reserve location 
before. It is a “squared away” 
facility and the cadre folks were 
most accommodating in explaining 
what they do and how they support 
readiness. Regret I was not able 
to visit the USMC portion of the 
facility but will do that soon.

One thing I did learn is that the 

ANNUAL CHAPTER dUES 
dRIVE

Y es, it is that time again. Dues 
for 2010 are due by 1 January 

2010. Although there were dues 
notices in the last three bulletins, 
by 4 December, only 62 percent of 
members and 60 percent of auxil-
iaries had renewed for 2010. Does 
this mean that you are not reading 
the Bulletin or did you just put off 
renewing and then forgot?

Please, please, sit down right 
now, fill out the renewal form inside 
the back cover, write your check 
and put it in the mail immediately. 
Auxiliary members remember you 
do not pay dues but we need 
to know you are renewing so 
please complete and mail the 
renewal form. 

If we have not received your 
renewal by January 8, your 
name will be removed from 
the mailing list and you will no 
longer receive the Bulletin. B

CAPT Lloyd McBeth,
Immediate Past President 

center can provide military honors 
ceremony for USN memorial 
services. What is required is a 
request from a family member, 
funeral home or other person with 
a copy of the veteran’s DD-214. If 
the service is being conducted away 

from this area, the nearest Navy 
Operational Support Center will be 
detailed to provide honors. Point of 
contact for this activity is currently: 
MM2(SS) Miguel Hernandez, 
Navy Operation Support Center 
San Jose, 995 E. Mission St., San 
Jose, CA 95112. (408) 294-3070 ext 
134, FAX (408) 294-6123, E-mail 
miguel.a.hernandez@navy.mil. B

E-mail, CAPT Paul Barrish

JANUARy SPEAKER

A n infant dies from infec-
tion. A teenager dies as 

result of a sports injury. A family 
of four is wiped out in an auto ac-
cident. And thousands of “Greatest 
Generation” veterans are passing 
away every day.

The chapter’s January speaker 
will initiate the first of occasional 
presentations dealing with personal 
affairs issues. Ms. Cecelia Jaimes, 
a pre-need counselor for the Mt. 
View Cusimano Family Colonial 
Mortuary, will offer planning ideas 
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NOVEMBER MEETING

Y ears ago Pacific salmon by 
the thousands congregated off 

the Golden Gate in preparation for 
spawning runs up the Sacramento 
River. However, those numbers 
have been reduced significantly and 
salmon fishing seasons have been 
closed recently. Over the years there 
has been a drastic reduction in num-
bers of bottom feeding fish such as 
snapper, ling cod, sand dabs, and 
flounder, again resulting in a cut 
back or closing of the fishing sea-
sons.

The chapter’s November speaker 
was Ms Terri Watson, Executive 
Director, Farallones Islands Marine 
Sanctuary Association, who talked 
about the San Francisco offshore 
environment and how fish stock 
reductions impact the economy 
and quality of life. Highly educated 
and with extensive experience, she 
served initially as a U.S. Army 
helicopter pilot and today has more 
than 10,000 hours fixed and rotary 
wing flying time. She is a non-
profit environmental organization 
management specialist. In response 
to these trends and concerns, the 
Gulf of the Farallones National 
Marine Sanctuary was established 
in 1981 and today protects an area of 
1,255 square miles off the northern Continued on Page 4

and response options when 
death occurs.

Founded in 1957 by MOAA 
member Joe and Sue Cusimano, 
the independently owned Cusimano 
funeral home today is operated by 
Matt and Sherri Cusimano, and offers 
a standard of quality of service, care 
and commitment that has made the 
organization a by-invitation only 
member of Selected Independent 
Funeral Homes since 1981.

“Seventy percent of Americans 
believe in planning ahead and 
having their funeral arrangements 
made in advance,” Ms Jaimes said, 
“but only five percent actually 
pre-arrange.”

Some basic concerns include: 
What are the spouse/families 
immediate needs? How well is the 
spouse/family prepared to cope? 
What resources are available?

Along with Matt and Sherri 
Cusimano, who will be present at 
the luncheon, Ms Jaimes will offer 
information about the following:

1. What to look for when choosing 
a funeral home

2. Options when planning a 
funeral to include burial, cremation, 
a religious service, vigil, viewing, 
and memorial

3. The purchase of a casket, urn, 
memorial folders and cards

4. Memorializing and provision 
of examples

5. Veterans benefits.
Cecelia Jaimes is a wife of 

twenty eight years and the mother 
of one and grandmother of two. 
She was born at Stanford and 

lived in Sunnyvale until she was 
twenty nine. She graduated from 
St. Francis in Mt. View and worked 
for Macy’s in a leadership role for 
some eighteen years. She wanted to 
change her lifestyle and left retail 
management, accepting the pre-need 
counselor role at Cusimano’s. B

Source: Biography

and central California coast, all part 
of a nationally significant marine 
ecosystem encompassing a diversity 
of highly productive marine habitats 
and an abundance of species.

“The Sanctuary Association 
was created in 1995 as the funding 
arm designed to provide education, 
outreach, and stewardship,” Ms 
Watson explained. “It’s a public-
private partnership approach to 
programs, initiatives, and facilities.” 
Her full color illustrated presentation 
was highly professional. “I really 
learned a lot that I didn’t know about 
what’s going on outside the Golden 
Gate,” said CAPT Paul Barrish, USN, 
suggesting that Ms Watson indeed 
provided a very impressive program. 
The speaker began the presentation 
following a delightful and high 
quality traditional Thanksgiving 
Holiday buffet luncheon featuring 
turkey and all the trimmings. The 
Biltmore Hotel is an attractive place 
offering plenty of opportunities 
to meet others in comfortable 
surroundings and enjoy wonderful 
casual conversations. The photos of 
the rugged Farallones Islands were 
interesting, showing modest living 
quarters occupied by scientists as 
well as huge numbers of sea birds. 
“The guano odor sometimes can be 
overwhelming,” Ms. Watson said. 
The technologies used to move 
people and supplies from boats to the 
islands and for collecting rainwater 
were unique. The association has 
a number of research vessels, one 
a powered catamaran, used for 
patrol and to conduct scientific 
studies; Ms Watson herself lives 
on an ocean-going sailboat. Years 
ago radioactive waste was dumped 
offshore and the boats monitor 
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T he butcher backed into 
the meat grinder and got 

a little behind in his work. B

SERVING IN IRAN
Note: Chapter auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories of when 
she accompanied her husband, MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

I ran? They’re sending us to 
Iran? Isn’t that the same as 

Persia?
Dana had stayed in the Army two 

more years after the war ended in 
1945 and when he left the service 
we moved to Palo Alto, California. 
First we had a baby. Then we 
bought a little house. And lastly, 
being two years behind in the job 
search game, he finally got a job 
with an insurance company in San 
Francisco. Financially we were 
going down the tube so after only 
three or four months, he decided to 
get back in the Army. The military 
had downsized as rapidly as possible 

and was not taking anyone back, but 
an exception was made in Dana’s 
case because of his excellent record 
and stellar education (Dartmouth 
and Harvard Business School). 
Even so, he had to take a demotion 
from Lieutenant Colonel to Major.

Library books gave us plenty of 
history but no information on what 
everyday life would be like in a 
Moslem country half way around 
the world. Just for starters what 
should we take for the three or four 
day plane trip, for this was the age 
of prop planes, let alone what should 
we take for a three year tour?

The dictates of fashion used to be 
very strict. Hemlines on everything 
for everybody were stringently 
proscribed. My maternity clothes 
were a couple inches below the knee. 
When I came out of the hospital in 
September 1947, they had dropped 
dramatically overnight down near 
the ankle. I bought a coat and a skirt 

containers for leakage, something 
that hasn’t happened to date. A twin 
Otter aircraft is also available for 
use. Ms Watson showed pictures 
of birds, some of which migrate to 
and from South America, Alaska, 
and well out into the Pacific. She 
showed photos of animals such as 
the white shark, the northern fur 
seal, humpback and gray whales, 
and even a sea turtle which swims 
all the way to the Philippine Islands 
and returns via the Aleutians. The 
last photo was that of a whale 
tail, the symbol of the marine 
sanctuary, taken just as the animal 
sounded. More information can be 
found at www.farallones.org. B

Source: Speaker Presentation 

and that quite literally was just about 
the extent of my wardrobe.

The La Guardia International 
Terminal was blast furnace hot on 
July 5, 1948 and it was crowded 
sweaty bedlam. We had been 
authorized an extra 70 pounds to 
take with us on the plane for Cragin. 
TWA had also given us three carry-
on satchels which were not to be 
included in our weight limit of 200 
pounds. First surprise: oh yes, the 
carry-on satchels did count after all. 
Second surprise: although Dana had 
the extra 70 pounds authorized right 
on his travel orders, the Army failed 
to send a TR to TWA. Again there 
was no solution but to repack.

TWA had told us they would 
furnish all the baby food, milk and 
diapers for the whole journey and 
had taken copious notes on which 
foods he would need, what brand of 
milk, even what brand of vitamins. 
Third surprise: none of the above 
was on the plane except diapers and 
they were the new thing, disposables, 
and they were rough and stiff. Little 
blond Cragin’s baby bottom was 
soon objecting with a severe rash.

We had left New York on a 
Monday afternoon and landed in 
Cairo at dawn Wednesday morning. 
I rushed into the airport kitchen and 
ran headlong into a very different 
standard of cleanliness. The kitchen 
was large but primitive with one 
spigot of cold water coming out of 
a pipe. There were several cooks, 
all men in long robes, barefoot on 
a rough concrete floor puddled 
with water. I boiled some milk for 
Cragin doing my best to turn aside 
the cooks who were eager to help. 
We just had time to run outside and 
buy a bunch of bananas for our baby 
before taking off for Basra, Iraq, 
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Continued on Page 6

Excerpts from a MOAA E-Mail
© 2009 MOAA, All rights reserved

where we landed at high noon. After 
an interminable sweaty wait of some 
three hours or more, we finally took 
off for Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, the 
terminus of our TWA flight, landing 
at 8:00 in the evening.

Although Dhahran, too, was 
extremely hot, an evening breeze 
was blowing and there was no sand 
squall, which we were told there 
frequently was. To our grateful 
surprise, they were expecting us 
and we spent the night with the 
O’Keefe family in their blessedly 
air-conditioned home. Col. O’Keefe 
was the commanding officer of 
the base in Dhahran and he and 
Mrs. O’Keefe and their three boys 
seemed pleased to have us and did 
everything they could to make us 
comfortable.

The next morning we were 
driven to the Army base where an 
Army plane was waiting to fly us 
the last 4-1/2 hours to Tehran. It 
was bleak and barren landscape and 
then finally some green: Tehran. To 
the north rose the Elburz Mountain 
Range, which cuts Tehran off from 
the Caspian Sea. The mountains too 
were mostly brown with a few still 
topped with last winters’ snow.

The heat welled up to greet us as 
our C-47 landed at the dusty little 
Tehran airport. All seven officers 
of the United States Military 
Mission with the Imperial Iranian 
Gendarmerie were on hand to 
greet us. Thanks to the O’Keefes, 
we were able to step out of the 
plane looking fresh and rested. B
Source: Persian Version: Adventures 

in Iraq by Lynn Cragin Prescottq

PREPARE yOUR ESTATE FOR 
2010 TAx LAW CHANGES

MOAA alerted us on 18 November 
about estate tax changes as of 
January 1, 2010. Some or all of 
the changes may be rescinded 
or reworked, but members with 
substantial assets might want to 
review their estate plan. And the 
article concludes with ways to 
review or amend an estate plan

A s we prepare to ring in 
2010, we also need to 

prepare for some major tax law 
changes. Take a look at these three 
changes that might affect your estate 
plans should something unexpected 
happen to you.

Estate Taxes
In 2010, estate taxes are scheduled 

to be repealed, allowing estates to 
pass to heirs estate tax-free. But the 
tax is back in 2011 for estates worth 
more than $1 million, and the rate of 
tax could reach 55 percent. 

The Generation-Skipping 
Transfer Tax

In 2010, the generation-skipping 
transfer tax is also scheduled to 
be repealed, allowing gifts of any 
amount made to someone more than 
one generation below you (e.g., 
grandchildren) to be made tax-
free. The tax will reappear in 2011, 
however. 

The Taxes on your Family’s 
Inheritance

For estates larger than $1.3 
million ($4.3 million if passing to 
a surviving spouse), this change, 
unlike the other two above, adds a 
whole new tax just for the year 2010. 
In 2009, for most assets inherited, 
the beneficiary’s cost basis for that 
asset is generally equal to its value as 
of the deceased’s date of death. But 
in 2010, the cost basis for the asset 

will be the value it was originally 
purchased for (see chart) giving the 
beneficiary a hefty tax bill and a lot 
of headache if he or she chooses to 
sell what was inherited. 

Take Action Now
Meet with your estate planning 

attorney to revise your estate plan so 
it meets your needs and reflects your 
circumstances. You may also consider 
options like charitable remainder 
trusts that allow you to diversify 
your assets, defer taxes and meet 
your charitable giving objectives. 
MOAA Members - Contact CAPT 
Shelley Marshall, USN (Ret.) at 
800-234-6622 x169 or shelleym@
moaa.org to learn more about tax-
wise ways to provide support. B

AUxILIARy LIAISON

M OAA is the largest asso-
ciation of military offi-

cers with 374,000 members, nearly 
20% of whom are auxiliary mem-
bers (surviving spouses). The chap-
ter extends an open invitation to all 
its auxiliaries to participate fully in 
the events and activities scheduled 
from time to time.

The chapter’s auxiliaries possess 
many skills and talents gained from 
years of experience, understand the 
challenges of military life, and are 
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aware of the sacrifices already made. 
Auxiliaries can support Silicon 
Valley Chapter by filling leadership 
positions, helping the personal 
affairs officer assist the newly 
bereaved, improving recruitment 
and retention initiatives, or 
contributing to grassroots advocacy. 
The chapter’s auxiliary liaison chair 
is currently vacant. The chapter’s 
auxiliary liaison generally serves as 
Chair, Auxiliary Committee, and has 
two primary responsibilities. The 
first is to reach out to auxiliaries and 
help them feel a part of the military 
family as well as assess their interests 
and needs and develop initiatives 
to meet those needs. Second, the 
auxiliary liaison will make contact 
with national MOAA’s Auxiliary 
Member Advisory Committee 
(AMAC), make chapter auxiliary 
needs known, and sometimes 
obtain resources in support the local 
auxiliary group.

The auxiliary liaison basically 
serves as a local resource for 
dealing with questions and problems 
concerning surviving spouse issues, 
including legislation and benefits 
information. The chapter needs to 
have someone ready, willing, and able 
to assist auxiliaries; it isn’t necessary 
to have technical training or be an 
expert or highly knowledgeable 
in these areas to serve in the role. 
Serving the chapter as auxiliary 
liaison provides opportunities to 
meet interesting people, assist 
others in need, and truly make a 
difference. Any auxiliary willing to 
serve as auxiliary can contact any 
of the chapter’s officers or board 
members – phone numbers listed 
on the Bulletin’s front page. B

Adapted From: The Affiliate 

Id CARdS

Army Reserve, Moffett Federal 
Field, Bldg 156 on Dailey Rd, 
Room 127, , M-F 0800-1600. See 
map above. You must phone ahead 
to schedule an appointment. 650-
603-8755.
Army Reserve, Camp Parks, 
Dublin, 925-875-4918, M-F, 0830-
1500, appointment required.
Coast Guard, Alameda, 510-437-
2905, M-F 0830-1430.

Army Reserve, Oakland, 510-302-
2720.
Navy/Marine Res Ctr, Alameda, 
510-814-2605.
Army Reserve, San Pablo, 510-
970-3237.
Presidio of Monterey, 831-242-
5209.
USN CSd, Seaside, 831-656-4070.
US Navy, Monterey, 831-656-
7820.
Travis AFB, 707-424-4075.

d o n ’ t 
forget to renew! 

Our glass is half full. 
We need you to fill it.

yes, yOU!



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to Fisher House  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA dues. SVC dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  dues are not prorated. donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
January 2010

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOd Rd, SANTA CLARA, CA
dIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 January

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   21 January Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Fisher House, Scholarship or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUdEd IN yOUR PAyMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

See important 
renewal notice 
on front page


