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 FEBRUARY LUNCHEON SPEAKER
Sadie is 68 years old, born and raised

in the Santa Clara Valley, worked the
tomato fields, did a brief stint in
Hollywood, had three kids, worked in the
tech industry and now lives again in
Santa Clara after much traveling and oh
my - does she have some stories to tell!
Early agricultural tales, gossip of the
stars, best advice on raising kids and a
definite opinion of the young
whippersnappers in tech and how they
could learn a thing or two from someone
who has been alive longer than a few
decades! And she will keep you laughing
with a tall tale or two!
All you need to do is drive her to and
from a medical appointment to learn
more than you thought you could in two
hours!

The chapter’s February luncheon
speaker will be Ms Glenda Cresap,
Executive Director, Heart of the Valley,
SERVICES FOR SENIORS, INC. (HOV),
of Santa Clara, a non-profit organization
committed to facilitating, advocating and
Cont'd pg 3

SEE Page 4 for important changes to
membership dues and payment dates.

Volunteer drives needy persons on errands.
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

The January lunch was a great way to start the new year.

Great comradeship and thanks to Ralph Hunt, our Program Chairman,

we had an excellent speaker and he had a most per>nent topic. His

coverage of Veteran Cemeterys was most detailed. I urge all to take

this >me and review your wills/trusts and your direc>ons for aDer

death. The speaker, Barry Bamford, has his own business, but offered

all free consulta>on regarding veteran's death benefits. I wish a friend

had known of this informa>on and assistance, it would have saved his

surviving	family	a	lot	of	unnecessary	grief.

Remember COMRADESHIP and invite prospec>ve members

and members who have not aQend our lunches recently. The Board

thanks our returning member, Don Bradley, who has not only

returned,	but	has	volunteered	to	serve	on	a	commiQee	posi>on.		

Remember, at the lunch, the San Francisco MOAA Chapter

President reported they only meet once a year due to no new

members and very poor member par>cipa>on. Cheers and see you,

and	hopefully	a	new	face,	in	February.

																							 Gil

		SEE	Page	18	about	MEMBERSHIP	DUES!!

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS
PRESIDENT: CAPT Gil Borgardt                      USN
650-342-1270
1st VP: CDR Ralph Hunt                      USN
650-967-8467
2nd VP: CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC
408-323-8838
Secretary: COL Warren Enos AUS
408-245-2217
Treasurer: CAPT Keith Ott USN
530-219-2404
Past President: Lt Col Mike Sampognaro             USAF
408-779-7389

DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
CALMOAA
   CAPT Gil Borgardt           USN         650-342-1270
Chaplain
   vacant
Chapter Outreach
  CWO5 Robert Landgraf       USMC     408-323-8838
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
 CDR Ralph Hunt           USN       650-967-8467
Directors at Large
  Lt. Col. Jesse Craddock        USAF       650-968-0446
  CAPT Lloyd McBeth           USN          408-241-3514
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
  CDR Al Mouns          USN       408-257-5629
Legislation & Navy League Liaison
   LCDR Tom Winant          USN       650-678-7120
Membership/Recruitment
   CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC      408-323-8838
Personal Affairs
  CAPT Robert French         USN       650-363-1188
Programs
  CDR Ralph Hunt         USN       650-967-8467
 ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark         USA       831-402-8548
Surviving Spouse Liason
   LtCol Charlene Lee          USA        510-427-7145
Scholarship
   CAPT Paul Barrish          USN       408-356-7531
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   vacant
Veteran Affairs
  Lt Col Neil Miles          USAF       408-929-1142
Web Master
  Lt Col Mike Sampognaro    USAF       408-779-7389
Sergeant at Arms
 Capt Chris Kachulis            USAF         408-395-2853
Strategic Planning
Capt David Down       ARNG      408-202-9360

The Chapter Board meets at the Moffett Air Traffic
Control Tower, Moffett Federal Airfield

Bulletin Editor
Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, USAF
mike@sampognaro.net

“The Bulletin” is published 11 or 12 times annually
P.O. BOX 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

MAJ Richard R Burnett - USA (Ret)

Mary P. Baltes Aug. 27, 1927 - Jan. 4, 2017 San Jose, Ca.
Her late husband was Major (Retired) Theodore Baltes.

LT Norman H. Johnson, USN  Aug 29, 1924 – Jan 20, 2017

In Memorium

BADGE ORDER
The chapter will place an order for permanent name badges immediately
following the March luncheon with badges distributed beginning with
the April meeting.
Members who plan to attend the luncheons and need a permanent badge
will have an opportunity to complete an order form during the February
and March meetings.
Members will have an opportunity to designate the name they want on
the badge; in addition, there will be a choice of fasteners including a
clip, pin, or magnetic type.
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HOV, operating with a very small part-time staff
and $90K annual budget, invites volunteers who are
willing to use their own vehicles, fuel, and other
resources, putting their skills, abilities and
efficiencies to work, wanting to be a friend in the
community, help others live independent lives.
Volunteers enjoy the rewards of new friendships,
involvement in a caring community, an opportunity
to learn new skills, and a chance to motivate and
strengthen the seniors in the community. Plus, there
is lots of appreciation and gratitude.

Some of the programs offered include disaster
preparedness, a senior safety net, safe at home with
neighbor check-in, assistive devices, and in-a-pinch
response; services include escorted transportation,
with a “Night Riders” or driving at night support,
Vets Driving Vets, whereby veterans can share their
service stories, and Humane Hearts for Seniors and
Pets, where volunteers take pets to the vet or to the
Humane Society to pick up free food and supplies. In
home services include, house projects, handyman
services, yardwork, paperwork, computer assistance,
visitation, and much more.

You gotta have heart…all you really need is heart!
“It may be hard to define, but we all know it when
we see it. Shakespeare called it the glorious
intangible. Heart is the will to do and the soul to
dare. It is two parts caring, and three parts passion.
It’s people who give more than they take. Heart has
no particular age, gender or color, accepts no
boundaries, offers no excuses, overcomes all odds,
and comes through smiling.”  Note: From the book, HEART.

____________________________________

SOURCE: Heart of the Valley

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON SPEAKER contd
supporting independent living for seniors residing in
west Santa Clara Valley. Her presentation will
include information about the concept and wide
variety of programs and services provided to clients
at no cost. HOV is characterized by, “Volunteers:
Ordinary People, Extraordinary Hearts.” Chapter
member and director Capt. (Dr.) Chris Kachulis,
USAF, reported recently that he has served as a
volunteer driving people to various destinations and
finds the experience personally satisfying. This is
another presentation in the chapter’s personal affairs
series.

When asked, 80 to 90 percent of older people say
they want to remain in their own homes as long as
possible. Yet remaining in one’s home indefinitely
can be a real challenge. Many elders living
independently need outside help long before they
require round-the-clock care. A range of assistance
and housing alternatives has rapidly sprung up to
meet this demand. Many focus on improving
accessibility in the home and access to neighborhood
conveniences. An older person living in the suburbs
who can no longer drive may become isolated,
lonely and at risk of malnutrition if there is no
person or community service to shop for her and
take her places.

Independent living, as seen by its advocates, is a
philosophy, a way of looking at society and
disability, and a worldwide movement of people
with disabilities working for equal opportunities,
self-determination, and self-respect. Many seniors
face leaving their possessions, contacts and even
their homes, because basic needs, such as
transportation, in-home repairs and services,
assistance with shopping, advocacy and
companionship, are not available to them.

The handyman….



JANUARY SPEAKER REPORT
The term "United States national cemetery" is a

designation for 147 nationally important cemeteries
in the United States. A national cemetery is
generally a military cemetery containing the graves
of U.S. military personnel, veterans and their
spouses, but not exclusively so. There are also state
veteran cemeteries. A huge percentage of U.S.
military veterans are eligible for interment in a
national cemetery, yet less than half know about and
understand the benefits and only 12.3% actually
take advantage of the opportunities offered.

The chapter’s January luncheon speaker was Mr.
Barry Bamford, President, Sacred Space Memorial,
with offices in Oakland, CA. A native of Montana
and professional with more than 30 years of
experience helping the military community
understand and access Veterans benefits, he stressed
the importance of developing a strategy to meet
specific personal needs. “It’s a problem,” he said,
because far too many people procrastinate—it’s
something people tend to put off.”

The San Francisco Bay Area national cemeteries,
Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, and
San Francisco National Cemetery at the Presidio
have reach capacity and are closed. However, the
Sacramento Valley National Cemetery at Dixon, the
San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery at Santa
Nella near Gustine, and the recently opened Central
Coast Veterans Cemetery at Fort Ord, Monterey, are
open. A new national cemetery is under
construction at Point Alameda, designed only for
the respectful storage cremated remains, with no
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provision for in-ground burials, and should be ready
in 3-5 years. Mr. Bamford displayed photos of these
facilities, all three of which appear to be very
beautiful indeed.

VA national cemetery directors have the primary
responsibility for verifying eligibility for burial in VA
national cemeteries. A determination of eligibility is
usually made in response to a request for burial in a
VA national cemetery. VA Regional Offices will also
assist in determining eligibility for burial in a VA
national cemetery. Any member of the Armed Forces
of the United States who dies while on active duty or
any Veteran who was discharged under conditions
other than dishonorable may be eligible for burial in a
National Cemetery. The toll-free number for the
nearest VA Regional Office is 800-827-1000.

Burial benefits available at no cost to the family
include a gravesite in any of the 131 national
cemeteries with available space, opening and closing
of the grave, perpetual care, a Government headstone
or marker, a burial flag and a Presidential Memorial
Certificate. Families often may choose to have
cremated remains buried in the ground or inurned in a
columbarium in the same manner and with the same
honors as casketed remains. Burial benefits available
for spouses and dependents buried in a national
cemetery include burial with the Veteran, perpetual
care, and the spouse or dependents name and dates of
birth and death will be inscribed on the Veterans
headstone, at no cost to the family. Eligible spouses
and dependents may be buried in a national cemetery
even if they predecease the Veteran or if the Veteran
is buried elsewhere.

Mr. Bamford indicated that generally the funeral
director (FD) is responsible for arranging military

Cont'd pg 5

Sacramento Valley National Cemetery…
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honors. He said that information about services
provided and not provided, such as advising about
committal services and who conducts them,
obtaining the burial flag and headstone or marker,
and much more will usually be provided. He
stressed that accessing benefits can be complex with
so much to know, and the time to start creating that
strategy is right now. Basically, it’s important to
know that burial is not cost-free; there are costs
involved but they are much, much less than burial in
a civilian community private cemetery.

Chapter members asked a number of questions
during the Q & A session including (1) Who is
eligible? Just about all veterans except those with
discharge other than honorable; (2) Is it necessary to
preregister for burial? Upon request the VA will
make pre-need eligibility determinations; (3) Is
burial at sea available? Not through the VA;
however, the Navy will usually make the necessary
provisions and the FD can help with that; (4) Are
costs for shipping the remains long distances
covered? Sometimes; (5) What about burial in
Arlington National Cemetery? No information
available; (6) How does one arrange for military
honors? The FD will make all arrangements; (7) Can
one donate remains for medical research? Yes, but
this issue is very complex and should be investigated
carefully.

Full information about military burial benefits
can be obtained from the National Cemetery
Administration here: http://www.cem.va.gov/. Mr.
Bamford will be pleased to counsel and advise

JAN SPEAKER REPORT cont'd from pg 4 anyone interested in these issues and can be
reached at this website: http://www.
sacredspacememorial.com/index.php, 1901
Harrison Street, Suite 1100, Oakland, CA 94612,
cell telephone (510) 612-6257.

________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

Central Coast Cemetery Ft Ord walled columbarium...

New cemetery planned for Alameda, CA….
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Happy Birthday Jay Craddock

Our Stories
1LT RICHARD PARDINI, USA (RET)

USS Pueblo (AGER-2) is a Banner-class
environmental research ship, attached to Navy
intelligence as a spy ship, which was attacked and
captured by North Korean forces on 23 January 1968,
in what is known today as the "Pueblo incident" or
alternatively, as the "Pueblo crisis.”

Chapter member 1LT Richard Pardini, USA (RET),
served in the US Army Corps of Engineers (Combat).
While at Fort Carson, Colorado completing his tour
there, he received orders to Vietnam. However, since
the Pueblo had been captured by North Korea and US
military presence in South Korea needed to be
strengthened, shortly after receiving those orders he
received diversion orders to Korea where he spent a
year in the effort to rebuild the South Korean military
bases to prepare for possible return of North Korean
enemy activity.

LT Pardini entered service in the U.S. Army
Engineer School at Fort Belvoir, VA in late 1967,
  Cont'd pg 7

USS Pueblo….

Happy Birthday!
JAY CRADDOCK FETED AT LUNCHEON

Four-term chapter president Lt. Col. Jay
Craddock, USAF-Ret, was extended a “Very
Happy 96th Birthday” as CWO5 Bob Landgraf,
USMC, led members in a hearty song. And along
with a very nice January buffet luncheon the
hotel provided a beautiful birthday cake. Upon
being caught eating his second or third piece of
cake helping Jay celebrate and enjoy the
festivities, Capt. Chris Kachulis, USAF-Ret,
simply said “I have a sweet tooth.”

Fabulous and going strong….

Jay is always looking ahead, this time saying “I’m
beginning my 97th year. He attends most board
meetings and often times openly or behind the scenes
offers the benefit of his experience. For many years
he served as Programs Chair and seldom missed a
luncheon meeting, introducing his carefully selected
featured speakers. He appeared to be absolutely
delighted as luncheon attendees honored him with a
loud and boisterous “Happy Birthday!” song, with the
exclamation “And Many More!”
_____________________
SOURCE: Board Minutes
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reported to his first troop assignment with 5th
Division Mechanized at Fort Carson, CO, and then
served a year in Korea, being released from active
duty in November 1969. He immediately accepted
a Reserve assignment and served until May 1973.

He explained that, “Construction activities under
my jurisdiction were performed by some of the
world's largest construction companies such as
Morrison-Knudson, Stolte-Santa Fe, and Bechtel
Corporation. I was in charge of contract
administration for projects from the DMZ to the
southern reaches of South Korea and received the
Army Commendation Medal for that service.”

For some 40 years Rich Pardini was a Civil
Engineer specializing in water resources. He says,
“My professional career following my military duty
benefited immensely from the responsibilities of
my military service such that I eventually became
Vice-President and Chief Engineer of San Jose
Water Company, one of the largest investor-owned
water companies in the United States, serving in
that capacity for 20 years. I retired from San Jose
Water Company in 2007.

Over a period of 15 years, Rich taught 4 classes
in the "Construction Administration" program part-
time at West Valley College.

______________________
SOURCE: Richard Pardini

Repairing South Korea’s military installations…

High quality water for the people…

DoD Releases Plan to Allow Personnel to
Carry Firearms on Base

The Pentagon recently released detailed
guidance that allows U.S. military personnel to carry
privately owned, concealed firearms on base, a move
that the Army's service chief argued against publicly.

"Arming and the Use of Force," a Nov. 18
Defense Department directive approved by Deputy
Secretary of Defense Robert Work, lays out the
policy and standards that allow DoD personnel to
carry firearms and employ deadly force while
performing official duties.

Fort Huachuca Main Post Exchange gun sales supervisor
Dawn Deslatte shows Sgt. 1st Class Atthaporm Khaek-
on, 309th Military Intelligence Battalion, an American
Classic handgun at the PX gun counter (Photo: Gabrielle
Kuholski)

For more information see
http://www.dtic.
mil/whs/directives/corres/pdf/521056_dodd_2016.
pdf
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Personal Affairs
PLANNING FOR LATE IN LIFE

Chapter luncheon program planners beginning January 2017 have scheduled speakers who are knowledgeable
and experienced with certain personal affairs topics and these professionals are quick to suggest that, “When you
fail to plan you are planning to fail.” Peace of mind comes when critical information is summarized and
available, estate planning documents are comprehensive and complete, and interested and eligible personnel have
a guide to military burials.

One local specialist ready, willing and able to help others is CAPT Bob French, USN (RET), the chapter’s
Chair, Personal Affairs Committee and director of the Retiree Affairs Office at Moffett Federal Airfield. Bob
and others in the office work hard to ensure the retired community is kept apprised of their benefits, entitlements,
rights, privileges, changes in retirement law, and provide customer services to retirees, families, annuitants and
survivors.. The office is located at Moffett Field, Building 587 on Westcoat Court, not far from the main gate,
telephone (650) 603-8047. Perhaps the best place to start serious planning would be to make an appointment with
CAPT Bob French and obtain the guidance and support needed.

It is important to organize individual and family member crucial information, preferably in one compact guide,
so it can be readily accessible at home. Every person needs to get a handle on essential data—from basic contact
information to in-depth listings of investments, legal documents, insurance policies, and much more. National
MOAA makes available its Personal Action Guide: A Personal Inventory for Peace of Mind which makes
possible recording of individual records information, family information, organizational memberships, financial
information, insurance policies, estate planning documents in force, and how to handle a death in the family.
MOAA members can get a copy by toll-free telephone at (800) 234-6622 or email at beninfo@moaa.org.

An act signed by President Abraham Lincoln on July 17, 1862, authorized the establishment of national
cemeteries “…for the soldiers who shall die in the service of the country.” Today there are significant
opportunities for eligible veterans to be buried at some very beautiful facilities such as Sacramento Valley
National Cemetery at Dixon, the San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery at Santa Nella near Gustine, and the
newly opened Central Coast Veterans Cemetery near Monterey. Although there are some costs involved they are
considered to be minimal compared with interment in a private cemetery. Full information about these
opportunities are available through national MOAA by calling toll-free (800) 234-6622 or email beninfo@moaa.
org. End-of-life planning doesn’t come easy but it’s so important in terms of protecting survivors and bringing
peace of mind. The time to start is right now. On the next page is a form to help gather all the necessary data
required to report a death.
_______________________
SOURCE: National MOAA

The time to start planning is right now… Make an appointment with CAPT Bob French today!

Personal affairs record…. Distribution of assets…. Fading light, Dims the sight…
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USMC AT PICKEL MEADOWS
The icy cold water in the Silver Creek pool

was home to some large Rainbow and Brown
trout and the challenge was to get close enough
to drop a #12 Royal Coachman or Adams dry
fly near enough to provoke a strike. No, this
was not the world famous Silver Creek of some
other western state but a smaller stream located
on the U.S. Marine Corps Mountain Warfare
Training Center property high in the eastern
Sierra Nevada. The terrain is ideal for training
hardy marines as well as hunting trophy mule
deer and catching large trout.

The Mountain Warfare Training Center
(MWTC) is one of the Corps most remote and
isolated posts. Located in Pickel Meadows on
California State Route108 in the Toiyabe
National Forest, 21 miles (34 km) northwest of
Bridgeport and south of Lake Tahoe,
California, the training center exists to train
units in complex compartmented terrain.
Because of the remoteness of the base, marines
have complained that there really isn’t much
recreation available in the area.

The Marine Corps' Mountain Warfare
Training Center, as a major subordinate
element of Marine Air Ground Task Force
Training Command, and with support from
Marine Corps Installations-West conducts unit
and individual training courses to prepare
USMC, Joint, and Allied Forces for operations
in mountainous, high altitude, and cold weather
environments in support of the Regional
Combatant Commanders. Additionally, MWTC
provides support to Marine Corps Combat
Development Command (MCCDC); Training
and Education Command; Marine Corps
Systems Command; and other USMC and
Department of Defense (DOD) agencies

engaged in the development of warfighting
doctrine and specialized equipment for use in
mountain and cold weather operations.

During the 1980s, the Training Center's focus
was on training and preparing Marines and
operational units for deployments on NATO’s
Northern flank, particularly Norway. Recently,
with the Global War on Terrorism, the MWTC
provides pre-deployment training in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom, — the war in
Afghanistan.

Installation capabilities include billeting
facilities to support 1200+ training personnel;
chowhall to support permanent and training
personnel; naval Hospital branch clinic; fire
department/EMS ambulances; classrooms and
base theater; 1007’ VSTOL-capable expeditionary
airfield (EAF); fleet of BV 206 restricted terrain
vehicles Bandvagn 206; stables and pack animals;
specialized technical mountaineering and ski
equipment; modern range operations center;
multiple small arms ranges; multiple rock
climbing training areas; multiple stream crossing
sites; ski lift; avalanche training site; unit/combat
operations center; MCCS, post exchange, single
Marine program, fitness center and rock
training/climbing wall; The Pickel Post, base
newsletter; and family housing for permanent
personnel.
_____________________________
SOURCE: U.S. Marine Corps

Sonora Pass Highway 108… beautiful scenery…

Elevations 6,700 to 11,000 feet….
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EXCITING UPCOMING BENEFIT EVENT FOR
SJSU VETERANS RESOURCE CENTER!!

Please come show your support for our veterans and Bob Woodruff who'll
be accepting the prestigious John Steinbeck award

February 21, 2017
Student Union Ballroom

7:30pm

Bob Woodruff was the embedded correspondent for ABC's World News
Tonight when on location in Taji, Iraq-2006, his vehicle was struck by a

roadside bomb and he suffered a serious traumatic brain injury nearly killing
him.  He's had a long, but miraculous, recovery and will be sharing with our

community what that journey has looked like, how it encouraged him and his
wife, Lee, to start the Bob Woodruff Foundation to support our returning

veterans, and how his role in journalism has helped many veterans and their
families by shedding light on their stories.

Veterans receive $10.00 discount with code: VETERAN

General Admission $25/Faculty & Staff $15/Veterans $10

Purchase tickets beginning Jan. 13th at: www.ticketmaster.com or at
SJSU Event Center box office

ALL ARE WELCOME!  PLEASE SHARE AND HELP US SPREAD
THE WORD!
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The Japanese Fighter Plane
that Helped America Win WII
CDR William Andersen USNR Retired

June 1942, Japanese Flight Petty Officer
Tadayoshi Koga, fresh off the aircraft carrier
Ryujo in the Northern Pacific Ocean close to
Alaska’s Aleutian Islands, was proud of himself
as he flew through the clouds towards the
American military base at Dutch Harbor. Only 19
years old, he was flying a new Mitsubishi A6M
Zero fighter plane of the latest design in an attack
on the United States. The Zero was already the
scourge of the Pacific: fast and maneuverable, it
was destroying American and allied planes at a
wholesale rate. Tadayoshi Koga knew he was a
part of the momentous Japanese trap to destroy
American carriers at Midway Island and capture
the island for their own use. Koga was part of a
diversionary attack to draw the American Navy
away from Midway by attacking Alaska’s
Aleutian archipelago.

Approaching Dutch Harbor, Koga’s
section of three Zeros intersected with a
lumbering Catalina amphibian and shot it down
then strafed the crew struggling in a life raft
killing them all. Indoctrinated with anti-American
propaganda, Koga hated Americans.

From the massacre Koga’s section joined
the other eight Zeros in strafing the Dutch Harbor
military base while “twenty bombers bombed oil
storage tanks, a warehouse, a hospital, a hangar,
and a beached freighter.” Flying in and out of a
cloud of ground fire a bullet punctured Koga’s oil
line; oil spewed from his Zero like a trail of
smoke. Realizing he could not reach his carrier,
Koga, accompanied by the other two Zeros
comprising his section, headed to Akutan Island,

twenty-five miles away. His designated emergency
landing site, Akutan had a submarine stationed
nearby to recover downed Japanese pilots.

Circling Akutan Koga and his wingmen
found what looked like a flat valley floor of grassy-
soil. Koga lowered his wheels and flaps and began
his approach. Too late the pilots realized he was
landing on a bog, the tall grass concealing water
beneath. On impact the Zero’s main wheels sank into
water and mud tripping the aircraft and flipping it on
its back breaking Koga’s neck killing him. The other
two pilots saw no sign that Koga was alive.

Despite Japanese standing instructions that a
downed Zero should be destroyed to keep it from the
enemy, Koga’s wingmen, who were also Koga’s
friends, left the crashed Zero intact. Thinking Koga
might survive and walk to the waiting submarine,
they didn’t realize their act of thoughtfulness for their
friend would create air superiority for the United
States in the Pacific and help win the war for their
enemy.

Because of poor visibility and dangerous
flying conditions the wrecked Zero remained unseen
for over a month until inadvertently spotted from a
returning Catalina amphibian (PBY). A recovery
team sent to the crash site gave Koga a Christian
burial in a nearby knoll.

Using heavy equipment, the recovery team
freed the Zero from the mud and hauled it overland
to a nearby barge without further damaging it. The
Zero was taken to Dutch Harbor, turned right-side
up, cleaned, and shipped to San Diego where a
reconstruction crew carefully repaired it. Military
police guarded the aircraft the entire time. September
1942, The Zero was flight ready.

Analysis of the Zero showed that Grumman
Aircraft could produce a fighter plane as good as or
superior to the Zero in every respect except range.
(F6F Hellcat). Performance tests exposed the
weaknesses of the Zero that would give American
pilots an advantage: “The ailerons froze at speeds
above 200 knots so that rolling maneuvers at those
speeds were slow and required much force on the
control stick. The zero rolled to the left much easier
than to the right. Also, its engine cut out under
negative acceleration due to its float-type carburetor.

The Zero gave the answer for our pilots who
were being outmaneuvered and unable to escape a
pursuing Zero: Go into a vertical power dive, using
negative acceleration if possible to open the range

cont'd pg 14

A model of the Japanese Zero fighter plane
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while the Zero's engine was stopped by the
acceleration. At about 200 knots, roll hard right
before the Zero pilot could get his sights lined
up.” These discoveries gave America a superior
fighter plane and the flight tactics to dominate
the war in the Pacific.

Taxiing reconstructed Zero after its first test flight,
20 September 1942
___________________________________
Reference: Wikipedia & Elizabeth Hanes

World War II Story
This 1967 true story is of an experience by a

young 12 year old lad in Kingston , Ontario , Canada .
It is about the vivid memory of a privately rebuilt P-51
from WWII and its famous owner/pilot.

In the morning sun, I could not believe my
eyes. There, in our little airport, sat a majestic P-51.
They said it had flown in during the night from some
U.S. Airport, on its way to an air show. The pilot had
been tired, so he just happened to choose Kingston for
his stop over. It was to take to the air very soon. I
marveled at the size of the plane, dwarfing the Pipers
and Canucks tied down by her. It was much larger than
in the movies. She glistened in the sun like a bulwark
of security from days gone by.

The pilot arrived by cab, paid the driver, and
then stepped into the pilot's lounge. He was an older
man; his wavy hair was gray and tossed. It looked like
it might have been combed, say, around the turn of the
century. His flight jacket was checked, creased and
worn - it smelled old and genuine. Old Glory was
prominently sewn to its shoulders. He projected a quiet
air of proficiency and pride devoid of arrogance. He
filed a quick flight plan to Montreal ("Expo-67 Air
Show") then walked across the tarmac.

After taking several minutes to perform his
walk-around check, the tall, lanky man returned to the
flight lounge to ask if anyone would be available to
stand by with fire extinguishers while he "flashed the
old bird up, just to be safe." Though only 12 at the
time I was allowed to stand by with an extinguisher
after brief instruction on its use -- "If you see a fire,
point, then pull this lever!", he said. (I later became a
firefighter, but that's another story.) The air around the
exhaust manifolds shimmered like a mirror from fuel
fumes as the huge prop started to rotate. One manifold,
then another, and yet another barked -- I stepped back
with the others. In moments the Packard -built Merlin
engine came to life with a thunderous roar. Blue flames
knifed from her manifolds with an arrogant snarl. I
looked at the others' faces; there was no concern. I
lowered the bell of my extinguisher. One of the guys
signaled to walk back to the lounge. We did.

Several minutes later we could hear the pilot
doing his pre-flight run-up. He'd taxied to the end of
runway 19, out of sight. All went quiet for several

Cont'd pg 15

  If at first you don't succeed,
skydiving is not for you.
(paraprosdokian)
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World War II Story  cont'd from pg 14
seconds. We ran to the second story deck to see if
we could catch a glimpse of the P-51 as she
started down the runway. We could not. There we
stood, eyes fixed to a spot half way down 19.
Then a roar ripped across the field, much louder
than before. Like a furious hell spawn set loose --
something mighty this way was coming. "Listen
to that thing!" said the controller.

In seconds the Mustang burst into our line
of sight. It's tail was already off the runway and it
was moving faster than anything I'd ever seen by
that point on 19. Two-thirds the way down 19 the
Mustang was airborne with her gear going up. The
prop tips were supersonic. We clasped our ears as
the Mustang climbed hellishly fast into the circuit
to be eaten up by the dog-day haze. We stood for a
few moments, in stunned silence, trying to digest
what we'd just seen.

The radio controller rushed by me to the
radio. " Kingston tower calling Mustang?" He
looked back to us as he waited for
an acknowledgment. The radio crackled, "Go
ahead, Kingston ." "Roger, Mustang. Kingston
tower would like to advise the circuit is clear for a
low level pass." I stood in shock because the
controller had just, more or less, asked the pilot to
return for an impromptu air show!
The controller looked at us. "Well, What?" He
asked. "I can't let that guy go without asking. I
couldn't forgive myself!"

The radio crackled once again, "
Kingston , do I have permission for a low level
pass, east to west, across the field?" "Roger,
Mustang, the circuit is clear for an east to west
pass." "Roger, Kingston, I'm coming out of 3,000
feet, stand by."

We rushed back on to the second-story
deck, eyes fixed toward the eastern haze. The
sound was subtle at first, a high-pitched whine, a
muffled screech, a distant scream. Moments later
the P-51 burst through the haze. Her airframe
straining against positive G's and gravity. Her
wing tips spilling contrails of condensed air, prop-
tips again supersonic. The burnished bird blasted
across the eastern margin of the field shredding
and tearing the air. At about 500 mph and 150
yards from where we stood she passed with the

old American pilot saluting. Imagine. A salute! I
felt like laughing; I felt like crying; she glistened;
she screamed; the building shook; my heart
pounded. Then the old pilot pulled her up and
rolled, and rolled, and rolled out of sight into the
broken clouds and indelible into my memory.

I've never wanted to be an American more
than on that day! It was a time when many nations
in the world looked to America as their big brother.
A steady and even-handed beacon of security who
navigated difficult political water with grace and
style; not unlike the old American pilot who'd just
flown into my memory. He was proud, not
arrogant, humble, not a braggart, old and honest,
projecting an aura of America at its best.

That America will return one day! I know it
will! Until that time, I'll just send off this story.
Call it a loving reciprocal salute to a Country, and
especially to that old American pilot: the late-
JIMMY STEWART (1908-1997), Actor, real
WWII Hero (Commander of a US Army Air Force
Bomber Wing stationed in England ), and a USAF
Reserves Brigadier General, who wove a
wonderfully fantastic memory for a young
Canadian boy that's lasted a lifetime.

       If I had a dollar for every
girl who found me unattractive,
they'd eventually find me very
attractive.  (paraprosdokian)
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DRAMATIC COAST GUARD RESCUES
At approximately 12:30 pm December 4, 2016 Coast Guard personnel received a 911 transfer call from a man

on a disabled and adrift 17-foot recreational vessel in Half Moon Bay with two other individuals onboard. A 47-
foot motor lifeboat and a MH-65 Dolphin helicopter were launched and in just a short time the helicopter crew
safely evacuated three people from rocks not far from where the boat had run aground. The rescue was pretty
much routine yet in other places and at other times the situation can be far different and perilous.

The Council’s mid-January speaker was CDR William E. Sasser, Jr., USCG, serving currently as Executive
Assistant to VADM Fred M. Midgette, USCG, Commander, Pacific Area (PACAREA), United States Coast
Guard (USCG), United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS). He provided a comprehensive briefing
on the Pacific Area’s Strategic Intent for FY 2015-19 as well as details of two dramatic rescues both at home and
abroad. Pacific Area (PACAREA) is the Coast Guard’s regional command element and force provider for
maritime safety, security, and stewardship in the Pacific; the area of operations ranges from the Rocky
Mountains to the waters off the East Coast of Africa.

This Navy League of the United States Santa Clara Valley Council speaker report is part of a series to be
presented in a spirit of cooperation and collaboration between local armed forces and related professional
association members.

CDR Sasser began his career as a Coast Guard aviator in 1994 and has been distinguished with two
prestigious aviation awards. In 2002, while on an exchange program with the United Kingdom’s Royal Air Force
he became one only of two Coast Guard officers to receive the Royal Air Force Cross, awarded by Queen
Elizabeth during an investiture at Buckingham Palace. This was in recognition for his duties as aircraft
commander during a night rescue of five mariners from a coastal freighter on fire with volatile cargo. He was
also honored as the recipient of the 2003 Vodafone/Daily Express Life Savers Award and the 2004 Pride of
Britain Award for the category of “Beyond the Call of Duty.”

On the night of August 29, 2005 as an HH-65 aircraft commander he and his crew were first to depart
Aviation Training Center, Mobile, AL in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Canvassing the Mississippi coast at
low level using night vision goggles, he located two survivors trapped in the attic of their flooded home. He
hovered at treetop level amongst flailing power lines, while battling 50 knot wind gusts, and lowered a swimmer
to the roof. Fighting the elements for 25 minutes and maintaining this difficult position, he then hoisted both
survivors and the rescue swimmer as they were extracted through a hole in the roof

On the night of August 30th he flew his aircraft to extreme limits while rescuing 60 survivors from a school
rooftop, maximizing payload on every rescue. During one departure his aircraft began an uncontrollable descent
as it reached power limits. He took immediate action flying between two trees as the rotor blades passed only
feet above their tops, narrowly escaping disaster.

On August 31st LCDR Sasser located two survivors at night trapped on a flooded home adjacent to a burning
building.  During the initial approach, his aircraft unexpectedly became power limited as the heat from the

cont'd pg 17

MH-65 Dolphin rescues 3 on San Mateo coast… CDR Sasser, left, takes command CGAS San Francisco…
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flames rapidly degraded engine performance and sending the aircraft towards the water. He aborted the
approach, once again averting disaster. Undaunted, he repositioned the aircraft and, operating in noxious
smoke and fumes he expertly deployed the swimmer through a network of wires and poles rescuing the
survivors. Over time he was instrumental in the rescue of 160 lives and was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross.

A 1986 graduate of Southern Wayne High School, Sasser earned a bachelor of arts degree in justice and
public policy from North Carolina Wesleyan College, a master's degree in organizational management from the
University of Phoenix and a master's degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval
Command and Staff at the Naval War College in Newport, R.I. He has more than 3,800 military rotary wing
flight hours and has served as an instructor pilot and flight examiner for the MH-65C helicopters.

The Navy League has grown into the foremost citizens’ organization to serve, support and stand with all the
sea services – the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine. Those
interested in participation with the Santa Clara Valley Council should contact LCDR Tom Winant, USN (RET)
in Los Altos, telephone (650) 678-7120.
___________________________________
SOURCE: CDR William Sasser, Jr., USCG

Rescue moments away….Extracting survivors from roof….
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SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org, a shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. You can
also get to it from the national MOAA site: Put
the cursor over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The

phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,

201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on

page 2 of The Bulletin. B

Membership dues:
As you are aware, each year the SVC annual dues

(which are separate from MOAA National dues) are
required for all SVC Members but not required for
Surviving Spouse (formerly called Auxiliary).

The SVC Board recently approved the following
related to dues for 2017:
Renew by 1 December 2016 – $25.00
Renew by 31 January 2017 - $30.00
Renew after 1 February 2017 – $35.00

These dates are required because the SVC
Membership Committee needs to report to MOAA
National, the names of all the “SVC 2017 Renewed
Members” on/or before the date stated.

These dues are to be received by the Chapter
Treasurer in our SVC PO Box on or before the stated
date (or deliver in person at a SVC luncheon on or
before the stated date).

Along with the completed renewal form found on the
next page of SVC Bulletin, please mail your check,
made out to the “SVC-MOAA”, to the following:

SVC-MOAA
PO Box 2

Moffett Field Federal Airfield, CA 94035

The SVC Membership Committee thanks you in
advance.

The TRICARE Pharmacy Program
provides four convenient ways for
beneficiaries to get their
prescriptions filled; through military
pharmacies, TRICARE Pharmacy
Home Delivery, TRICARE network
retail pharmacies and non-network
pharmacies.

Artificial intelligence is no match for natural
stupidity.
  I find it ironic that the colours red, white, and

blue stand for freedom, until they're flashing
behind you.
   Today a man knocked on my door and asked

for a small donation towards the local
swimming pool, so I gave him a glass of water.

Paraprosdokian is a figure of speech in
which the latter part of a sentence is
unexpected and oft times very
humorous.

Also see the article on Page 8



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Surv Spouse____
Annual Dues:  If PAID by 1 Dec  $25.00, If PAID by 31 Jan $30.00, After 31 Jan $35.00   $______
(Surv Spouse– Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________
Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made
to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Feb 2017
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LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 10  FEB.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 16 Feb Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: SVC MOAA
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:


