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Luncheon Program
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Luncheon:          11:45 AM

Lt Col BC Thomas, USAF (Ret)
SR-71

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.     
siliconvalleymoaa.org, a 

shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. 
You can also get to it from the na-
tional MOAA site: Put the cursor 
over Chapters and  select Chapter 
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley 
Chapter. From there you may link 
over to our primary website above.  
Our home page has links for The 
Bulletin and eBulletin.  B

TRICARE FOR LIFE 
SERVICE 

For assistance, contact the 
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

Thought For The Month

“We have it in our power to begin 
the world over again.” -- Thomas 
Paine, American Statesman and 
Writer B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.
You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

O k the new slate of Officers 
have been installed and we 

expect everything to change. 

NO! We do not like change, 
but change is life. I really do not 
intend to change things, but we are 
faced with the facts of life. We are 
bleeding members and we should 
not be. There are hundreds of 
current MOAA national members 
in our chapter’s area but we are not 
attracting them to join. We have 
over 200 members and auxiliary, 
but we get maybe 30 to 40 to come 
to lunch meetings.

This chapter has been surviving 
on the backs of the dedicated 
members who have been serving on 
the board and chairing committees 
that do all of the things that make 
this a viable organization. 

One person can not do it alone, 
but one person can make one phone 
call, can bring one guest, can write 
one email, can volunteer to head up 
a committee, and one person can 
make a difference.

Please contact me or one of the 
other board members to find out 
what you might be able to do to 
help.  

  B
   mike

WE NEED YOU

FEBRUARY SPEAKER

B efore the existence of the 
SR-71 reconnaissance air-

plane, the word “Habu” described 
a poisonous snake on Okinawa.   
When the remarkable Blackbird 
arrived on the island, some thought 
its long nose resembled the snake. 
Habu would become one of the 
nicknames for the greatest recon-
naissance aircraft ever flown, as 
well as the crew members who 
flew it.   With a published maxi-
mum speed of Mach 3.3 and capa-
ble of altitudes above 80,000 feet, 
the legendary SR-71 set a standard 
for jet aircraft performance that has 
never been equaled.

The chapter’s February speaker 
will be Lt Col BC Thomas, USAF 
(Ret), who has logged 1,217.3 flight 
hours in the SR-71, making him the 
most experienced Blackbird pilot 
ever.   He will provide an illustrated 
presentation about the aircraft and 
its capabilities, operational history, 
and certain specific missions and 
flight experiences, all within the 
context of what it was like to fly 
at more than 2,200 miles per hour.

The Lockheed SR-71 
“Blackbird” was an advanced, 
long-range, Mach 3+ strategic 
reconnaissance aircraft. It was 
developed as a black project from 
the Lockheed A-12 reconnaissance 
aircraft in the 1960s by Lockheed 
and its Skunk Works division. 
Clarence “Kelly” Johnson was 
responsible for many of the 
design’s innovative concepts. 
During reconnaissance missions, 
the SR-71 operated at high speeds 
and altitudes to allow it to outrace 
threats. If a surface-to-air missile 
launch was detected, the standard 



- 3 -

evasive action was to accelerate, 
turn, climb and outfly the missile 
while jamming the missile’s 
guidance signals.   The SR-71 
served with the U.S. Air Force 
from 1964 to 1998. A total of 32 
aircraft were built; 12 were lost in 
accidents, but none lost to enemy 
action.  

 The first SR-71 to enter service 
was delivered to the 4200th 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing at 
Beale Air Force Base, California, 
in January 1966.   Thomas might 
well tell about an important 
mission from Beale AFB near to 
the 12-mile limit off Murmansk in 
the northern Soviet Union. There 
would be in-flight refueling links 
over Idaho, Goose Bay, Labrador 
and the North Sea.  

  Facing political and other 
pressures, the Air Force disposed 
of its SR-71s, leaving NASA with 
the three last airworthy Blackbirds 
until 1999. All other Blackbirds 
have been moved to museums.

       Crews flying at altitudes above 
80,000 ft (24,000 m) face two main 
survival problems: maintaining 
a living environment at high 
altitudes and high temperatures, 
and surviving a possible emergency 
ejection.   Pilots have reported that 
wafting along at Mach 3.3 goes by 
so fast, that you can cover several 
countries in the Middle East in 
mere minutes.   At full velocity, 
the airplane surface heats up to an 
average skin temperature of 650°F.   
The cockpit would heat up quickly 
to very dangerous temperatures if 
the airplane didn’t have a proper 
functioning air-conditioning 
system.

Now retired after 22 years in the 

JANUARY SPEAKER REPORT

N ear midnight on February 
8, 2013 a law enforcement 

helicopter tracked the vehicle of a 
suspected terrorist along highway 
880 into Oakland.  Ground units 
soon converged on the scene and 
FBI agents arrested a California 
ex-convict as he allegedly tried to 
blow up a Bank of America branch, 
hoping to start a civil war. Matthew 
Aaron Llaneza, 28, of San Jose was 
detained after he tried using a cell-
phone to detonate an explosives-
packed SUV. He said he would 
dance with joy when the bomb ex-
ploded; however, agents had creat-
ed a dummy bomb and the incident 
ended without violence.

The chapter’s January speaker 
was Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Supervisory Special Agent 
(SSA) Chong S. Cho, leader of 
squad CT-6, International Counter-
Terrorism, who is based at a San 
Jose satellite office attached to 
the San Francisco Division.  He 
offered an overview of Agency 
operations in the San Francisco Bay 
Area specifically but his comments 
included a description of missions 
and activities worldwide.  Chong 
is a graduate of the U. S. Naval 
Academy, served in the Navy for 
about 7 years, and then pursued a 
career with the FBI with his initial 
assignment in the Honolulu office, 
and according to him it was a 
fascinating experience.

As an intelligence-driven 
and a threat-focused national 
security organization with both 
intelligence and law enforcement 
responsibilities, the mission of the 

USAF, Lt Col Thomas is a graduate 
of the Air Force Test Pilot School 
at Edwards AFB and served over 
11 years in the SR-71 program 
in which he was an operational 
reconnaissance pilot, instructor 
pilot and test pilot.   He is the only 
person who has flown all three 
USAF high-altitude reconnaissance 
aircraft: RB-57F, U-2, and SR-
71.   After retiring from active 
duty, Thomas was a civilian flight 
test engineer for Northrop Aircraft 
Corporation working on the B-2 
stealth bomber.   Later he was a test 
pilot for United Airlines for all of 
its fleet of commercial aircraft.
   Thomas fondly recalls the times 
when breaking the sound barrier 
was just part of an SR-71 driver’s 
workday. “I remember on television 
one time when Manuel Noriega 
was railing over something about 
the ‘imperialist’ United States, and 
as he was talking, there was heard 
a double sonic boom,” a passing 
SR-71 laying down the distinctive 
“sound of freedom.”
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker

SR-71 BLACKBIRD
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FBI is to protect and defend the 
United States against terrorist and 
foreign intelligence threats, to 
uphold and enforce the criminal 
laws of the United States, and to 
provide leadership and criminal 
justice services to federal, state, 
municipal, and international 
agencies and partners.  Focus seems 
to be moving away from criminal 
issues to terrorism. 

    After offering a short history of 
the FBI, a listing of the most famous 
cases including those of Al Capone, 
aka Scarface, George “Machinegun 
Kelly,” John Dillinger, Baby Face 
Nelson, plus recent bombings 
and terrorist attacks, a detailed 
explanation of FBI tasks and 
operations was provided, starting 
with the highest priority counter-
terrorism, and followed by counter-
intelligence, cyber-crime which is 
a very big deal, public corruption, 
civil rights, organized crime, white 
collar crime, and violent crime.  The 
Agency has 56 field offices plus 
legal attaches located worldwide, 
some 12,500 agents, 18,000 support 
personnel, plus about 3,700 people 
in joint task force offices, for a total 
of more than 32,000 employees, all 
working to accomplish the stated 
missions.
   
    Agent Chong noted that the FBI 
is monitoring certain organizations 
and personnel in the South 
Bay potentially with terrorist 
connections. The FBI said that 
the Oakland bomber Llaneza had 
declared his support for the Taliban 
and that he wanted to engage in 
violent jihad and conduct a terrorist 
attack inside the United States.

He discussed plans to take a ship 
to Pakistan after the bombing 
and then travel to Afghanistan to 
train fighters.  According to the 
criminal complaint, Llaneza met 
Nov. 30 with a man he believed to 
be connected with the Taliban and 
the Afghan mujaheddin, but who 
actually was an undercover FBI 
agent.  The FBI has responsibility 
for both domestic and international 
terrorism and constantly works to 
neutralize cells and operations and 
dismantle extremist networks.

Chapter members had a number 
of questions including (1) how does 
the Agency determine if a suspect 
is really a terrorist or is psychotic?  
An effort will be made to prove a 
predisposition to carry out certain 
acts; (2) is the FBI involved in 
certain cases such as the San Jose 
arsonist?  Yes, the Agency has a 
very active role supporting local 
law enforcement organizations; 
(3) what was the role of the FBI 
in Benghazi? Since U.S. personnel 
including Ambassador Stevens 
were present, the FBI had an 
investigative responsibility with the 
CIA handling evidence collection; 
(4) considering cybercrime, why 
do only a few banks such as USAA 
place encrypted chips in credit 
cards to help guard against identity 
theft? Not enough knowledge to 
answer; (5) do the various law 
enforcement groups cooperate with 
investigations? Yes, in one location 
many FBI and other agency 
employees work in an open bay, 
constantly sharing information.

                      B
________________________

SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker   

The Day Japan Bombed Oregon 

THE ONLY PLANE EVER TO DROP A BOMB 
ON THE UNITED STATES DURING WWII WAS 
THIS SUBMARINE BASED GLEN.

By: Norm Goyer
September 9, 1942, the I-25 class 

Japanese submarine was cruising in an 
easterly direction raising its periscope 
occasionally as it neared the United 
States Coastline. Japan had attacked 
Pearl Harbor less than a year ago and 
the Captain of the attack submarine 
knew that Americans were watching 
their coast line for ships and aircraft 
that might attack our country. Dawn 
was approaching; the first rays of the 
sun were flickering off the periscopes 
lens. Their mission; attack the west 
coast with incendiary bombs in hopes 
of starting a devastating forest fire. If 
this test run were successful, Japan had 
hopes of using their huge submarine 
fleet to attack the eastern end of the 
Panama Canal to slow down shipping 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The 
Japanese Navy had a large number of 
I-400 submarines under construction. 
Each capable of carrying three aircraft. 
Pilot Chief Warrant Officer Nobuo 
Fujita and his crewman Petty Officer 
Shoji Okuda were making last minute 
checks of their charts making sure 
they matched those of the submarine’s 
navigator.

September 9, 1942: Nebraska 
forestry student Keith V. Johnson 
was on duty atop a forest fire 
lookout tower between Gold’s 
Beach and Brookings Oregon. Keith 
had memorized the silhouettes of 
Japanese long distance bombers and 
those of our own aircraft.
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He felt confident that he could spot 
and identify, friend or foe, almost 
immediately. It was cold on the coast 
this September morning , and quiet. 
The residents of the area were still 
in bed or preparing to head for work. 
Lumber was a large part of the industry 
in Brookings, just a few miles north of 
the California Oregon state lines.

THE AIRCRAFT CARRIED TWO INCENDIARY 

168 POUND BOMBS AND A CREW OF TWO. 

Aboard the submarine the Captain’s 
voice boomed over the PA system, 
“Prepare to surface, aircrew report to 
your stations, wait for the open hatch 
signal” During training runs several 
subs were lost when hangar door were 
opened too soon and sea water rushed 
into the hangars and sank the boat with 
all hands lost. You could hear the change 
of sound as the bow of the I-25 broke 
from the depths, nosed over for its run 
on the surface. A loud bell signaled the 
“All Clear.” The crew assigned to the 
single engine Yokosuki E14Ys float 
equipped observation and light attack 
aircraft sprang into action. They rolled 
the plane out its hangar built next to 
the conning tower. The wings and tail 
were unfolded, and several 176 pound 
incendiary bombs were attached to the 
hard points under the wings. This was 
a small two passenger float plane with 
a nine cylinder 340 hp radial engine. 
It was full daylight when the Captain 
ordered the aircraft to be placed on the 
catapult. Warrant Officer Fujita started 
the engine, let it warm up, checked the 
magnetos and oil pressure. There was a 
slight breeze blowing and the seas were 

calm. A perfect day to attack the United 
States of America. When the gauges 
were in the green the pilot signaled and 
the catapult launched the aircraft. After 
a short climb to altitude the pilot turned 
on a heading for the Oregon coast.

THE “GLEN” WAS LAUNCHED VIA 
CATAPULT FROM A I-25 CLASS JAPANESE 
SUBMARINE. 

Johnson was sweeping the 
horizon but could see nothing, he 
went back to his duties as a forestry 
agent which was searching for any 
signs of a forest fire. The morning 
moved on. Every few minutes he 
would scan low, medium and high 
but nothing caught his eye.

The small Japanese float plane 
had climbed to several thousand 
feet of altitude for better visibility 
and to get above the coastal fog. 
The pilot had calculated land fall in 
a few minutes and right on schedule 
he could see the breakers flashing 
white as they hit the Oregon shores.

Johnson was about to put his 
binoculars down when something 
flashed in the sun just above the fog 
bank. It was unusual because in the 
past all air traffic had been flying up 
and down the coast, not aiming into 
the coast.

The pilot of the aircraft checked 
his course and alerted his observer 
to be on the lookout for a fire 
tower which was on the edge of 
the wooded area where they were 
supposed to drop their bombs. 

These airplanes carried very 
little fuel and all flights were in and 
out without any loitering. The plane 
reached the shore line and the pilot 
made a course correction 20 degrees 
to the north. The huge trees were 
easy to spot and certainly easy to hit 
with the bombs. The fog was very 
wispy by this time.

WARRANT OFFICER FUJITA IS SHOWN 
WITH HIS YOKOSUKA E14Y (GLEN) FLOAT 
PLANE PRIOR TO HIS FLIGHT.

Johnson watched in awe as the 
small floatplane with a red meat 
ball on the wings flew overhead, the 
plane was not a bomber and there 
was no way that it could have flown 
across the Pacific, Johnson could not 
understand what was happening. He 
locked onto the plane and followed 
it as it headed inland.

The pilot activated the release 
locks so that when he pickled the 
bombs they would release. His 
instructions were simple, fly at 500 
feet, drop the bombs into the trees 
and circle once to see if they had 
started any fires and then head back 
to the submarine.

Johnson could see the two bombs 
under the wing of the plane and 
knew that they would be dropped. 
He grabbed his communications 
radio and called the Forest Fire 
Headquarters informing them of 
what he was watching unfold.

The bombs tumbled from the 
small seaplane and impacted the
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forests, the pilot circled once and 
spotted fire around the impact point. 
He executed an 180 degree turn and 
headed back to the submarine. There 
was no air activity, the skies were clear. 
The small float plane lined up with the 
surfaced submarine and landed gently 
on the ocean, then taxied to the sub. A 
long boom swung out from the stern. 
His crewman caught the cable and 
hooked it into the pickup attached to 
the roll over cage between the cockpits. 
The plane was swung onto the deck, 
The plane’s crew folded the wings 
and tail, pushed it into its hangar and 
secured the water tight doors. The I-25 
submerged and headed back to Japan.

This event, which caused no 
damage, marked the only time during 
World War II that an enemy plane had 
dropped bombs on the United States 
mainland. What the Japanese didn’t 
count on was coastal fog, mist and 
heavy doses of rain made the forests so 
wet they simply would not catch fire.

THIS MEMORIAL PLAQUE IS LOCATED IN 
BROOKINGS, OREGON AT THE SITE OF THE 

1942 BOMBING

Fifty years later the Japanese 
pilot, who survived the war, would 
return to Oregon to help dedicate

a historical plaque at the exact spot 
where his two bombs had impacted. 
The elderly pilot then donated his 
ceremonial sword as a gesture of peace 
and closure of the bombing of Oregon 
in 1942.
  B

CREDIT CARDS
 
      In the past few years some 
Americans have been having trouble 
using a credit card in Canada or 
Europe because in most places the 
standard magnetic strip card has been 
replaced with a so-called smart card 
using an embedded computer chip with 
personal identification number (PIN).  
The new technology was developed in 
the U.S. and today is in widespread use 
in many foreign countries.
 
     Col. Keith Giles, USAF-Ret, one of 
the chapter’s most highly experienced 
travelers, said “I’ve had trouble using a 
credit card in Europe. Not every retailer 
will take them. It turns out that the US 
is the only industrial nation in the world 
that still uses the magnetic strip on the 
card rather than an encrypted chip.”

Chip-and-PIN is the most secure 
type of credit card technology. Instead 
of a signature being used for identity 
verification, it requires you to enter 
a four-digit Personal Identification 
Number (PIN) that must correspond to 
information contained in a computer 
chip embedded within the card.  
According to Keith, “The magnetic 
strip is fairly easy to hack. The rest of 
the industrial nations have changed to 
credit cards with an encrypted chip. 
That is why most hacking of credit 
credit/debit cards occurs in the US.”   
      So, an effort was made to locate 
a new “smart card” for use on future 
trips. “I phoned each bank whose credit 
card I have and told them of the trouble 
I come across in Europe and asked if 
they had an encrypted card. USAA was 
the only

one that said they could provide me 
with such a card. The new card has 
the same card number, a magnetic 
strip, and a tiny gold-colored 
encrypted chip embedded into the 
card. It works both here in the US 
and in Europe.”
 
     Overseas some retailers may 
refuse to accept cards without the 
chips. While some terminals will 
still accept a magnetic strip card, 
and the major credit card brands 
require vendors to accept them, 
some staff may refuse to take the 
card under the belief that they will 
be held liable for any fraud if the 
card cannot verify a PIN. Non-chip-
and-PIN cards may also not work in 
some unattended vending machines 
at, for example, transport stations.
 
     Keith notes that “An encrypted 
card uses a different reader machine 
– it doesn’t swipe, you just insert 
the card. It appears US banks don’t 
want to spend money to replace 
magnetic strip cards. Merchants 
don’t want to spend money to buy 
the new encrypted card reader.  This 
is another case of the U.S. doing the 
discovery of something then the rest 
of the world moving way ahead of 
us with it. How many more “Target” 
occurrences will it take before we 
catch up?”
_________________________
SOURCE: Col. Keith Giles, USAF-Ret
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Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
February 2014

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 14 February

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the  20 February Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  an 
undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN-SVC

Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


