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2 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM
16 Feb Luncheon 11:00 AM
1 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM
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LUNCHEON PROGRAM

16 February 2012

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Mr. Basim Jaber
Civil Engineer, Photographer, Historian, and 

Archivist
For

Almaden Air Force Station

Mount Umunhum’s History

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

There is nothing wrong in 
having nothing to say - unless 
you insist on saying it. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

FEBRUARY SPEAKER

T he chapter’s January speaker 
will be Basim Jaber, a civil 

engineer and part-time photogra-
pher who has become an historian 
and archivist for the Almaden Air 
Force Station at nearby Mount 
Umunhum.  He is very well in-
formed and effective at telling the 
social and living history.  He has 
both historic and contemporary 
photos to illustrate his program.

     The summit, former home 
of the 862nd Radar Squadron, was 
built to keep watch over Northern 
California’s airspace as part of the 
NORAD defense system. At its 
peak, Almaden AFS housed about 
120 people in eighty-four buildings. 
In 1986 the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District acquired it. It 
is now a part of the Sierra Azul 
Open Space Preserve although not 
yet open to the public because of 
the environmental hazards. The 
MROSD estimates it will take at 
least $11 million to clean up the 
base for public use.

The old air force base showcases 
some of the best panoramic views 
of the New Almaden Quicksilver 
Mine, Santa Clara Valley, San 
Jose’s downtown and on a clear 
day far up the bay.

Basim Jaber says those who 
were stationed at Almaden AFS 
share a common love for the place. 
“Although visits to the mountain 
are bittersweet due to its present 
state of disrepair, it always conjures 
up wonderful memories of a 
special time in my life.” Jaber says 
he hopes to publish a book with a 
collection of AFS photography. 
“My intentions are just to make 
sure people learn about, understand 
and remember a key piece of Bay 

Area military history—and the 
people who were involved in it—
which is about to be demolished 
and removed forever.” B
Source: Speaker/Historical Materials 

DECEMBER SPEAKER

T he chapter’s speaker at the 
joint Silicon Valley Chapter-

MOAA and Reserve Officer Asso-
ciation Chapter #63 was newsletter 
editor Col Keith Giles, USAF-Ret, 
well known to members for his cy-
cling adventures. He gave a slide 
show and talked about his 420-mile 
trip From Lacanau-Ocean near 
Bordeaux, France, to the Mediter-
ranean Sea along the Garonne Riv-
er Valley and Canal du Midi.

Southern France, colloquially 
known as le Midi, is a loosely 
defined geographical area 
consisting of the regions of France 
that Border the Atlantic Ocean 
south of the Gironde, Spain, the 
Mediterranean, and Italy. It is a 
beautiful area and an ideal place 
for an extended bicycle adventure.

 “I rode from the Atlantic to the 
Mediterranean following a river, the 
Garonne, as far as Toulouse. Then 
I switched and followed the Canal 
du Midi to the Mediterranean Sea,” 
Keith explained. The Garonne 
River is an important 375 long river 
of southwestern France, rising in 
the Spanish Central Pyrenees and 
flowing into the Atlantic by way of 
the estuary called the Gironde. “The 
trip started with a disaster. One of 
my rear panniers (a special bag 
designed as a bike luggage piece 
that hangs on the rear rack) was 
stolen upon arrival at Bordeaux. I 
was left with no change of clothes, 
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no cell phone, no charger for my 
camera and GPS batteries, plus 
some other minor items. Ultimately 
I found the equivalent of a Wal-Mart 
store and re-outfitted myself with 
some cheap clothes plus toiletries 
before starting the tour.”

The Garonne, which is regulated 
by 50 locks, is subject to sudden 
floods. The seasonal flow of the river 
is irregular, with high springtime 
levels at its source in the snows of 
the mountains, and its lowest levels 
in August and September. “On the 
Garonne portion,” Keith said, “I 
rode on the Garonne bike path - a 
very nice paved route. A Sunnyvale 
friend was on a group bike tour 
which happened to be in Toulouse 
when I got there, so we had a nice 
meeting.”

The Canal du Midi runs from 
Toulouse down to the Mediterranean 
port of Sete. “I started on the Canal 
du Midi, built in the 1600s, and as I 
rode east I began to feel that it had 
never been improved. The bike path, 
originally for the horses pulling 
barges, got worse and worse. There 
were big tree roots and the stumps 
of trees, about 1 inch high sticking 
up into the path. I was wobbling all 
over the place trying to avoid them. 
I gave up on the last 50 miles and 
rode on roads.”

 “There were lots of opportunities 
for lodging and eating near both 
routes,” Keith said. The rural 
hotels and restaurants were quaint, 
certainly not Hiltons or Best 
Westerns. The tree-lined roads 
and bike paths nicely framed the 
beautiful countryside. The people 
encountered along the way were 
friendly, interesting, and helpful. 
One sign seemed almost familiar, 
“Snack Le King Burger.”   

 “The town of Moissac is the 
intersection of the Garonne and 
the Pilgrimage route to Santiago 
de Campostela,” Keith explained, 
“which I had done in 1990. 
People in the town thought I was 
a pilgrim so I got the ‘pilgrim 
price’ for everything.” B

Source: Speaker Comments

2011 DONATIONS

T he following gave donations 
in 2011, totaling $4369, to 

the General Fund, Scholarship, 
Fisher House, Paws, Bataan Memo-
rial Death March, USO, and Central 
Coast Veterans Cemetery. Thank 
you.
LTC John Adams
Mrs Beatrice Alkman
Mrs Elaine Akamatsu
Mrs Eva Bailey
Mrs Mary Baltes
Mrs Mayetta Behringer
1LT Lee Brandenburg
Mrs Jeannette Brenner
Mrs Ann Burger
LTC Cary Cochrell
CDR Florence Coyne-McDonald
LTJG Ray Clark
LTC Wallace Currey
CWO Milford Davis
LTC Richard Dayton
CAPT Clifton DeMartini
Mrs Joanne Dunwoody
Mrs Betty Emanski
CDR Al Eagye
CDR Gene Fife
CDR Howard Gaines
MAJ Leroy Gee
COL Keith Giles
CAPT Kent Grealish
Mrs Laverne Hall
CDR B. Bruce Hamilton

LCDR Edmund Hannum
LCDR Irving Happel
COL Walter Haslemann
Mrs Norma Heidt
Mrs Alda Houchin
Mrs Violet Humphrey
COL Nick Itsines
COL George James
Mrs Floriene Johnson (Guest)
LTC Richard Johnson
MAJ Francis Keeler
MAJ Bernard Kirsch
CDR Richard Klabo
Mrs Lillian Knight
COL Jimmy Lamb
Mrs Margot Livenspargar
Mrs Mary Liss
Mrs Helen Maher
Mrs Mary Maloof
CDR John Mathrusse
LTC Kathleen McCleary
COL Richard McKee
LTC Neil Miles
Mrs Gloria Miller
COL Bobby Moorhatch
CDR Al Mouns
CAPT John Oliver
Mrs Esther Oda
LTC Marvin Olsen
LTC Troy Overton
Mrs Patricia Pogue
LT Marjorie Pope
1LT Vincent Reilly
Mrs M. Juanita Rexroad
Mrs Geraldine Rodgers
Mrs Elvira Roe
CDR Tom Sanders
Mrs Dolores Sieverson
CAPT Attilio Serafini
Mrs Diana Shannon
Mrs Mary Shea
Mrs Fran Smith
CAPT Glenn Sorenson
Mrs Carol Stafford
LTC James Stanhope
MAJ Raymond Swanson

Continued on Page 4
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CAPT Alyson Teeter-Baker
LTC Antonio Ventura
Mrs Graciela Walker
Mrs Jean Washkuhn
COL Robert Weiden
Mrs Jean Wheeler
CDR Robert Whitten
Mrs Mary Williams
Austin Zicht (guest)

NEW DIRECTORS

A s CWO4 Patrick Clark, 
AUS (RET), approaches 

retirement from his civilian posi-
tion early in 2012, he has expressed 
a desire to serve the chapter as a 
member of the board of directors.

For many years Pat has 
managed the chapter’s ROTC 
awards and recognition program, 
visiting colleges and high 
schools throughout the Bay Area, 
establishing relationships with 
cadre members, and presenting 
certificates of achievement and 
medals to very deserving young 
men and women cadets.

Pat attended San Jose State 
University and earned the BA and 
MA degrees in Chinese History, 
making it possible for him to 
complete a military career in 
intelligence and counterintelligence 
assignments, with part of the time 
serving as an Intelligence School 
instructor. He has been employed 
by the Federal Investigative Service 
and is now looking forward to a new 
life chapter in retirement.

CDR Ralph Hunt, USN (RET), 
has volunteered to serve the chapter 
as a member of the board of directors 
effective early in 2012.

He will be providing officers 

and directors advice and counsel 
on a wide range of chapter 
management issues.

He was born and raised in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
Degree, Engineering (Unified 
Curriculum), from the University of 
California at Los Angeles.

Ralph served in two government 
careers simultaneously for more 
than 30 years. He was a Federal 
civilian with the Department of 
the Air Forces’ Satellite Control 
Facility, Sunnyvale, CA and as 
a U.S. Naval Reservist based at 
NAS Alameda, CA, in parallel. 
His primary emphasis in both 
vocations was providing Program/
Project Management and 
Contractual oversight.

His hobbies include amateur 
radio, golf, working crossword 
puzzles, surfing the Internet, and 
especially a most keen interest in 
SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence.)

CDR Hunt has been a long-
time Mtn.View resident. B

Source: Biographies

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

I n early November, an Imman-
uel Lutheran Church of Sara-

toga quilter group displayed and 
sold quilts for children and adults, 
wall hangings, tablemats, pothold-
ers, and other handmade items. 
Along with local families and mis-
sionaries in Columbia, proceeds 
went to the Palo Alto Veterans Hos-
pital. In addition, ten lap quilts were 
given to hospital patients and three 

hand-made quilts went to a military 
family with special needs.

The chapter’s board voted to 
support the quilting group by 
purchasing and distributing a 
pair of beautiful handmade pot 

holders to the first twenty-five 
ladies attending the December 
luncheon meeting, a fitting gift 
to the ladies and a wonderful 
expression of support to those who 
serve the military community and 
specifically wounded warriors. 
And it was soon clear that the gifts 
were accepted with enthusiasm. B

Source: CDR Al Mouns

PUP TENT NEAR CHALUS
Note:  Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. 
Lynn Prescott offers memories 
when she accompanied her 
husband MAJ Dana Prescott, 
USA, a military attaché, to Iran in 
1948-51. This excerpt continues 
with a camping trip to the Caspian 
Sea. Edited for space.

W e drove along the coast 
road looking for our camp-

ers with the sea on our left, the rice 
fields on our right behind which the 
lush green mountains looked blue in 
the evening light. Our campers had 
told us they would be camped at ki-
lometer marker number twenty-one 
but when we got there, there was no 
sign of anybody. As darkness grew 
we drove along the coast honking 
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and flashing our lights until we fi-
nally found our friends at marker 
number twenty-nine. They hadn’t 
liked the campsite at twenty-one 
and had left us a note which we 
hadn’t been able to see in the gath-
ering dusk.

They had four large tents set up 
in the sand and Dana and I quickly 
set up our little pup tent. The sun 

was long gone and we were unable 
to catch sight of it again for the 
duration of our five-day adventure. 
The water was warm, though, and 
the waves high and we were usually 
swimming when we weren’t playing 
games or collecting seashells. Ali, a 
man from Mary’s village, did most 
of the cooking for the whole gang 
and sort of washed all the dishes, 
invariably just before we were to eat 
the next meal.

We also hunted pheasant, jackals, 
wild boar, partridge, and bear. That 
is, we all loaded into the two jeeps 
we had and drove into the woods 
and hiked all over the place. No 
shots were fired and we didn’t even 
see any game, not surprising with 
all the noise we made talking and 
laughing, but it was great just being 
in a thick and green forest again.

Jacques knew the caretaker of 
one of the hotels and one day five of 
us drove into Chalus to look at the 
hotel. It was beautifully appointed 
with a slightly old-fashioned décor, 
a grand piano in the large lobby and 

of course beautiful Persian carpets. 
A balcony overlooked a formal 
garden with the sea out beyond. 
When the caretaker offered to fix 
lunch for us we readily accepted 
and before too long he served up a 
delicious khoresht (different stews 
in Persian cuisine) of mint-flavored 
lamb with rice. In Iran lamb was 
really baby lamb and not toddler or 
teenage lamb, tender and succulent 
beyond belief and almost always 
cooked ever coals.

After our Gourmet lunch, Jacque 
called up a friend of his who came 
over in his big shiny new Hudson 
and took us on a tour through the 
silk factory. There were five large 
modern buildings, the entrance to 
the main building nicely landscaped. 
All the machinery was shiny and 
obviously well cared for and the 
many workers, who were protected 
from the machinery by rails, smiled 
shyly at us. The cocoons were grown 
up near Resht then brought to this 
factory where they were washed, 
unwound, spun, dried, woven, hand 
printed and packaged for shipping. 
They also made silk hosiery in this 
factory.   

 Jacques father, who was the 
Swiss ambassador, was visiting 
on the Caspian and staying at the 
Babul-Sahr Hotel about fifty miles 
to the east of our camp. He came 
to visit us at our campsite bringing 
with him the Swiss manager of the 
hotel who invited us to be his guests 
for lunch on Sunday. Since we 
were all heading home Monday, we 
decided to break camp early Sunday 
morning and spend Sunday night at 
the hotel. We left all our gear with 
Ali who was to stop the bus the next 
morning, load everything on top 
and ride back to Tehran with it and 

away we all went free as birds. B
Persian Version: Adventures in 

Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

DD 214 NOW ONLINE
It’s official; DD-214’s are now 

Online. The National Personnel 
Records Center (NPRC) has 
provided the following web site for 
veterans to gain access to their DD-
214’s online: http://vetrecs.archives.
gov/. This may be particularly 
helpful when a veteran needs a copy 
of his DD-214 for employment 
purposes. (Note: You only get a 
DD-214 if you are on Active Duty 
when you retire. Others, such as 
Reservists, will get a different 
form. Editor) NPRC is working 
to make it easier for veterans with 
computers and Internet access 
to obtain copies of documents 
from their military files. Military 
veterans and the next of kin of 
deceased former military members 
may now use a new online military 
personnel records system to request 
documents. Other individuals with 
a need for documents must still 
complete the Standard Form 180, 
which can be downloaded from 
the online web site. Because the 
requester will be asked to supply 
all information essential for NPRC 
to process the request, delays 
that normally occur when NPRC 
has to ask veterans for additional 
information will be minimized. 
The new web-based application 
was designed to provide better 
service on these requests by 
eliminating the records center 
mailroom and processing time. B

Source: Conaty & Associates
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AWARDS CEREMONY

B ecause of his status as the last 
remaining original member 

of the Air National Guard 129th 
Rescue Wing, Moffett Field, chap-
ter president Lt. Col. Jay Craddock, 
USAF-Ret, was invited to play a 
key role November 5th during a 
special awards presentation.

Eleven 129th Rescue Wing 
Airmen from around the Bay 
Area heroically performed combat 
rescue missions in Afghanistan, 
often under hostile fire, in 2009 
and 2010. Because of these actions 
they received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, a medal awarded to 
service members who distinguish 
themselves in support of operations 
by heroism or extraordinary 
achievement while participating in 
an aerial flight.

The recipients include HH-60G 
Pave Hawk helicopter crewmembers 
and para-rescuemen from the 
wing who provided 24-hour alert 
at Kandahar Airfield and Camp 
Bastion in the Helmand province of 
Afghanistan. Performing up to eight 
rescue missions each day in active 
combat zones, 129th Rescue Wing 
Airmen were credited with saving 
345 injured people, including 
joint forces, coalition personnel 
and Afghan nationals. Brig. Gen. 
Matthew P. Beevers, California 
Military Department Assistant 
Adjutant General, presented the 
medals. U.S. Representative Zoe 
Lofgren attended the event and 
addressed the award recipients and 
members of the 129th Rescue Wing.

Colonel Craddock was greeted 
with an enthusiastic reception when 
he made a special presentation and 
distributed several high-quality and 
very impressive award plaques. 

After providing a very short history 
of the organization and his role in 
it, he congratulated the recipients 
and expressed appreciation for 
their service to the Air Guard and 
nation. He selected the analogy 
of a bow and arrows, explaining 
that the Airmen were the arrow, 
or combat component, while other 
members of the 129th were the bow, 
the support force. He said those 
fighting in combat can never be 
successful without the hard work of 
those personnel in support roles. B

Source: 129th Rescue Wing

HANGAR ONE REPAIRS

I n early December Google ex-
ecutives announced they were 

willing to pay the total costs of res-
toration for the landmark Hangar 
One.

H211, a company controlled 
by Google’s founders, and which 
manages up to 8 privately owned 
jets at Moffett Field, has agreed to 
pay 100% of restoration costs if 
they will be allowed to park those 
aircraft in the hangar. Costs could 
total $33 million.

The proposal will still have to be 
approved by NASA.

The Navy is in the process of 
removing the old, contaminated 
skin from the building, a job 
which should be completed 
by the summer of 2012. B

Source: Lighter-Than-Air Society

Never tell the Platoon Sergeant 
you have nothing to do. B

Unknown Infantry Recruit

VINEGAR

F or those who are not aware, 
following are a number of 

uses for vinegar that will make your 
life a little easier.

Using  Vinegar for food and 
cooking.

**Ketchup – Only have a little 
ketchup left in the bottle? Add a bit 
of vinegar and give it a good shake 
and you’ll have a bit more!

**Boiling Eggs – Add a bit of 
white vinegar to the water you’re 
boiling your eggs in, and the shells 
won’t crack.

**Cooking 
Cabbage – 
Add a bit of 
vinegar to the 
water you’re 
cooking your 
cabbage in 
to remove 
that stinky 
cabbage 
smell.

**Fluffier Meringues – Add 1 
teaspoon vinegar for every three 
egg white and you’ll have fluffier 
meringues.

**Tenderize Meat – Soak in 
vinegar over night.

**Unsticky Rice – To cook rice 
without sticking add a spoon full of 
vinegar in it.

**Remove onion odors from skin 
– Eliminate onion odor by rubbing 
vinegar on your fingers before and 
after slicing.

**Disinfect/Clean cutting boards 
– Clean and disinfect wood cutting 
boards by wiping with full strength 
vinegar.

**Make buttermilk – Add 
a tablespoon of vinegar to a 
cup of milk and let it stand 
5 minutes to thicken. B
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
February 2012

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 10 March

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   16 March Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


