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Volume VIII Issue 2 February 2011

3 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM
17 Feb Luncheon 11:00 AM
3 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM

17 Mar National MOAA Rep 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

17 February

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

COL Thomas Sakamoto, USA

Drafted, February 1941
Life in the Army for the next 26 years

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

We’re sorry that some of you got the January Bulletin 
without the second line (year) on your label and lacking 
your grade in front of your name on the 3rd line. We 
don’t know why, but have reported the problem to the 
printer who is checking on it.
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

It’s hard to do nothing because you 
never know when you’re finished B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin.

THE PREZ SEZ

I consider it a unique oppor-
tunity and privilege to serve 

as president during 2011. Thank 
you for your confidence. 2010 has 
been a good year, a very successful 
period in the chapter’s history, yet 
we need to move into the new year 
with greater interest, commitment 
and enthusiasm. I will provide ac-
tive leadership, and I am asking for 
your support. I offer a warm wel-
come to all members and especial-
ly our auxiliaries.

Throughout the year we held 
luncheon meetings on schedule. 
For the most part, the speakers 
have been interesting, informative, 
and sometimes quite entertaining.

Members have been very 
generous donating to the chapter’s 
approved charitable organizations 
and for that we are very grateful.

But now as we move forward 
we must focus more on supporting 
the work of MOAA National 
and particularly by asking our 
legislators to support key bills in 
Congress.

We also must provide more 
support to our chapter members. If 
you have questions or needs related 
to earned entitlements or anything 
else of a military-oriented nature, 
please contact me. We have a lot 
of recent experience, for example, 
helping member families with 
health, end of life, and related 
issues.

Finally, I want to encourage more 
members to join us at the luncheon 
meetings. I don’t know why we 
don’t have a higher attendance rate. 
Is it the place, day of the week, 
distances involved, or perhaps the 
price? I would appreciate your 
guidance and suggestions on this 

and other important matters.
Thank you again for allowing 

me to serve as your president in 
2011. I consider it an honor to do 
so. I will do everything I can to 
make it a very successful year. B

LTC Jay Craddock, President 

FEBRUARY SPEAKER

T he Admiralty Islands lie 200 
miles northeast of the main-

land of New Guinea. The climate 
is tropical, with constant high tem-
peratures and high humidity and 
an annual rainfall of 154 inches. 
Thunderstorms are common. Act-
ing on reports from airmen that 
there were no signs of Japanese 
military activity and the islands 
may have been evacuated, Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur ordered 
an assault on the island of Los Ne-
gros, the third largest island in the 
group, with troops going ashore on 
29 February 1944. Allied forces 
achieved tactical surprise, but the 
island proved to be far from unoc-
cupied and a furious battle devel-
oped for control of the Admiralties. 
Chapter member Tom Sakamoto 
was there.

COL Thomas T. Sakamoto, 
USA (RET), a highly decorated 
Japanese American, is the 
chapter’s February speaker, and 
he will share a description of his 
early life and life in the U.S. Army 
over a period of 28 years. He will 
focus on his most vivid memories 
including witnessing the Japanese 
surrender aboard the battleship 
Missouri, landing at Atsugi, Japan 
with General MacArthur, being 
the first Nisei to see Hiroshima 
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about a month after the bombing, 
and in 1961 serving as a language 
interpreter for General Eisenhower 
on Okinawa.

This will be a first person account 
of the development and later military 
achievements of a very interesting 
and extraordinary officer. Tom was 
born into a San Jose family who ran 
a boarding house in Japan town. In 
1934 he was attending Santa Clara 
High School when he was sent to 
Japan for an education in a Christian 
school, graduating in 1938. After 
returning to the states he went into 
farming but on February 26, 1941 
he was drafted into the Army, was 
soon directed to a secret language 
school, became a part of the 
military intelligence organization, 
and later at Los Negros, and part of 
the 1st Cavalry Division, translated 
captured enemy documents to 
determine targets which were later 
attacked. For that action he was 

awarded the Bronze Star.
According to Tom, “World War 

II came to a conclusion with the 
formal ceremonies on the USS 
Missouri in Tokyo Bay. We boarded 
a destroyer at Yokohama pier and 
headed for the battleship, a huge ship 
dwarfing our destroyer.” Tom had 
a unique role aboard the Missouri 
and luncheon attendees are going to 
hear an eyewitness account of the 
surrender ceremony that will prove 
surprising and truly memorable, 
providing vivid descriptions of the 
personalities, emotions process, 
and likely outcomes for the various 

stakeholders.
In part, Tom will tell about 

the challenges faced by the Nisei 
and the struggles, the unjust 
treatment in the face of suspicion 
and outright bigotry, as well as the 
actions, behavior, and outcomes 
which ultimately caused the U.S. 
Government to no longer question 
the loyalty and courage of Japanese 
American soldiers. Tom says, 
“The first language class of 1941 
in a small way contributed to the 
transformation of the U.S. Army 
today, where anyone can rise to any 
rank, depending on his or her own 
ability, regardless of one’s ethnic 
background.”

Tom later went on to earn a BA 
degree from San Francisco State 
College, complete advanced civilian 
and military studies, and pursue 
what proved to be distinguished 
careers in both military intelligence 
and later in banking. For his military 
service he was awarded the Army 
Commendation Medal (4 awards), 
the Bronze Star (2 awards), and 
the Legion of Merit. He retired as a 
colonel in January 1970.

It is a remarkable feat for a 
young Japanese American man 
raised in near-poverty conditions in 
California to rise to lofty positions 
in both the military and business. 
Tom Sakamoto’s presentation 
is sure to provide an interesting 
view of World War II history as 
well as an inspiration as MOAA 
members move into 2011 and a 
changing society and world. B

Autobiography 

2011 OFFICERS

F ollowing a December lun-
cheon election of officers 

with a nomination slate approved by 
acclimation and a January luncheon 
installation ceremony, the following 
new officers will lead the chapter dur-
ing the 2011 term: President – Lt. Col. 
Jay Craddock, USAF-Ret; will con-
tinue as Chair, Programs Committee.

1st Vice President – CAPT Paul 
Barrish, USN (RET); will continue 
as Chair, Scholarship Committee.

2nd Vice President – Lt. Col. 
Michael Sampognaro, USAF-Ret; 
will continue to serve as Web Master.

Secretary – COL Warren Enos, 
AUSA (RET); will continue as 
Chair, Membership Committee.

Treasurer – CAPT Lloyd “Mac” 
McBeth, USNR (RET).

Members are encouraged to 
seek and accept positions on the 
Board of Directors in a committee 
leadership role or as a participant. 
The board meets the first Thursday 
of each month, 10:00 am to 11:30 
am, at Moffett Field. If interested, 
telephone the president at (650) 
968-0446. B

Chapter Secretary 

A chicken crossing the road is 
poultry in motion.

BEWARE: VETERANS 
AFFAIRS SERVICES

T his is NOT recognized by, or 
a sponsored organization from 

VA. Neither do they qualify as a 
“Veterans Service Organization” 
to assist you before VA. This out-
fit masquerades with a very similar 
name, but stay away. They frequent-
ly call asking for personal infor-
mation. Please do not give it. B

VA Office of General Counsel
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DECEMBER SPEAKER

A denial of assignment fa-
voritism was swift and 

sure as Col Keith Giles, USAFR-
Ret, concluded his December lun-
cheon presentation. There was some 
suspicion that in 1944 Keith was 
given a plush Army Air Forces 19th 
Weather Squadron position just out-
side Cairo because the senior com-
mander was Maj. Gen. Barney M. 
Giles, USAAF. Keith said he had no 
family or other connections to the 
commanding general; he was just 
another AAF enlisted man doing 
a job.

It was the annual Christmas 
holiday luncheon celebration and 
the room was filled with members 
and invited guests, including most 
officers and Executive Committee 
(EXCOM) members of Reserve 
Officers Association Santa Clara 
County Chapter #63. A close 
relationship is maintained with the 
ROA leadership in order to have an 
effective liaison and exchange of 
information and best practices and 
to provide mutual support.

Keith’s December presentations 
have become a tradition with many 
members looking forward to his 
travelogues with real interest. In his 
middle eighties he continues to be 
an avid cyclist and even has a special 
touring bicycle stored in Europe 
ready for the next adventure which 
is set for March 2011. Following 
the luncheon, Lt. Col. Mike 
Sampognaro, USAF and serving Air 
National Guard participant, said, “I 
think these illustrated programs are 
great and I look forward to seeing 
them whenever I can.”

During the period 1944-45 
Keith served in North Africa and 
the Middle East including Egypt, 

Iran and French Morocco.In 1988 
he returned to Egypt as part of an 
Elderhostel tour to revisit certain 
sites along the Nile River. He 
took a lot of photos and shared 
the best with members. The use 
of special multi-media technology 
and computer techniques providing 
unusual on-screen images was 
stunning, and his effort to contrast 
the 1945 and 1988 timeframes was 
highly effective. Keith’s journey 
took him back to what was then the 
U.S. military’s Cairo-Payne Field 
Air Base which was later transferred 
to Egypt, becoming Farouk Airport 
in January 1946, and later renamed 
Cairo International Airport. Based 
at the American University of Cairo, 
he set out to explore the attractions 
around Cairo, Luxor, Aswan, and 
Abu Simbul. He said in some ways 
nothing has really changed, showing 
photos of horse-drawn carts along 
with luxury tour buses, black taxis 
with white trim, and food kiosks 
everywhere.

A 1944 view from the top of the 
largest pyramid at Giza of the greater 
Cairo area showed a large urban 
center, the wide Nile River, and an 
extensive cultivated area, much of 
which by 1988 had been replaced 
by suburbs. Keith had detailed 
photos including the pyramids at 
Giza, the Mosque of Ahmed Ibn 
Tulun displaying extraordinary 
architecture, the Citadel fortress, as 

well as city scenes showing the very 
busy shopping bazaar, street shoe-
shiners, bakery, and, from 1944, 
mounted horsemen with round red 
caps characteristic of the Ottoman 
Empire.

Luxor is built on the site of the 
ancient city of Thebes, and sits 
on the Nile River an hour’s flight 
south of Cairo. Luxor has been a 
tourist favorite since the European 
archaeologists of the 19th and early 
20th century began publicizing the 
amazing tombs and temples of the 
city. Keith told of exotic hotels, 
feluccas—the traditional boats on 
the Nile, a bicycle shop, and a fabric 
shop from which Keith ordered 
a $10 wool native nightshirt type 
garment which was delivered the 
next day. A photo of a “fertility god” 
was particularly striking. Later visits 
to the Aswan dam provided some 
spectacular views. Finally, twin 
temples at Abu Simbul carved out 
of the mountainside during the reign 
of Pharaoh Ramesses II in the 13th 
century BC, a lasting monument to 
himself and his queen Nefertari, was 
to commerate his alleged victory at 
the Battle of Kadesh, an interesting 
piece of history.

The last image, a photo of 
Keith as a nineteen year-old AAF 
weatherman, was a fit ending to a 
very enjoyable presentation. B

Source: Speaker Commentary

DONATIONS 2010

T hroughout the year members 
have been generous, making 

tax-deductible donations, totalling 
over $800, through the chapter to 
Fisher House, the chapter’s general 
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fund, scholarship fund, and such di-
verse organizations as Paws for Pur-
ple Hearts (PAWS), United Services 
Organization (USO), and the Cen-
tral Coast Cemetery Foundation.

The organizations have been 

LTC John S Adams USAF
Mrs Beatrice M Aikman
Mrs Elaine I Akamatsu
Mrs June  Anderson
Mrs Eva A Bailey
Mrs Mary Pat Baltes
CAPT Paul  Barrish USN
Mrs Mayetta J Behringer
LTC Mark J Brown USAF
Mrs Ann Marie  Burger
Mrs Jacquelyn G Carlson
MAJ Junior A Childers USA
COL Donald E Christy USMC
Mrs Ardith  Concannon
CDR Florence  Coyne-McDonald USN
LTC Homer S Davis USA
CAPT Clifton C Demartini USCG
LTC David S Donahue USA
Mrs Joanne B Dunwoody
CDR V A Eagye USN
Mrs Betty O Emanski
Mrs Nadine E Ethier
LTC Arthur N Fried USAF
MAJ Leroy J Gee USAF
COL Keith C Giles USAF
CDR Walter D Hall USN
Mrs Laverne T Hall
LCDR Irving L Happel USN
COL Walter  Haslemann USA
Mrs Norma A Heidt
CDR Ralph E Hunt USNR
COL Nick  Itsines USAF
Mrs Bertha I Johnson
MAJ Francis W Keeler USAF
LTC Robert D Kelley USMC
MAJ Bernard  Kirsch USAF
COL Jimmy D Lamb USAF
Mrs Mary  Liss
Mrs Margot R Livenspargar

Mrs Helen  Maher
Mrs Mary  Maloof
CDR John G Mathrusse USN
CAPT Lloyd D McBeth USNR
LTC Kathleen M McCleary USA
COL Richard S McKee USAR
Mrs Gloria A Miller
Mrs Gertrude  Miller
COL Bobby B Moorhatch USAF
CDR Albert L Mouns USN
Mrs Gerry  Myers
Mrs Phyllis I Newkirk
Mrs Esther  Oda
CAPT John F Oliver USAF
LTC Troy B Overton USAR
MAJ Robert F Pinder AUS
COL William  Poehlman USAF
Mrs Patricia F Pogue
Mrs M Juanita Rexroad
Mrs Elvira  Roe
LTC Irvin M Roth USA
COL Thomas T Sakamoto USA
Mrs Margaret G Salameda
CAPT Attilio  Serafini USN
Mrs Diana J Shannon
Mrs Mary J Shea
Mrs Kathryn M Smith
CDR Robert G Smith USN
Mrs Carol A Stafford
LTC James H Stanhope USAF
CWO4 Shigeru  Suyeishi USA
MAJ Raymond W Swanson USAF
LTC Antonio  Ventura USA
Mrs Graciela V Walker
Mrs Jean  Washkuhn
COL Robert J Weiden USA
Mrs Jean F Wheeler
Mrs Mary E Williams

recommended for financial and 
other assistance as a result of a 
rigorous objective analysis based 
on thirteen criteria, seven of which 
must be met absolutely and the 
others in part. Every effort is being 

made to maximize rate of return on 
every dollar donated.

Organizations receiving 
donations are generally quick to 
express appreciation for SVC 
chapter member acts of kindness. 
And chapter leaders extend a hearty 
“Thank You!” for the donations the 
chapter is able to pass along to worthy 
groups with demonstrated needs. 
Members are making a real difference 
through their donations. B

Treasurer’s Report 

DONORS DONORS

FROM SAN JUAN TO THE 
YELLOW SEA

REPORTING TO USS OZBOURN 
(DD 846) By then Lt. Jg. Bob 
Whitten (50-52)

O n June 17, 1950 I reported 
on board USS Snyder (DE-

745) for a two-week reserve train-
ing cruise heading south from New 
York to San Juan, Puerto Rico. Sev-
eral of us rented a suite at the brand-
new San Juan Hilton, had a big time 
with some young ladies in residence 
and returned to the ship on Sunday 
morning. That afternoon, 25, June, I 
had the duty and was bored to death 
until one of my shipmates came 
running up to the brow, shouting, 
“The Russians have attacked South 
Korea!” Of course, it was not the 
Russians, at least not directly, but 
the North Koreans.

By the time we reached New 
York all of us reservists had heard 
President Truman’s speech and 
knew that we would be called up. I 
had served for a year in an Atlantic 
Fleet oiler and was determined that I 
would not go back to an auxiliary ship.

Continued on Page 6
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Three of us in our Buffalo, New 
York reserve division, one of whom 
owned a light airplane, decided that 
we would get assigned to destroyers 
by flying down to BUPERS and 
making the requests personally. 
After being assured that we would, 
we flew home and waited.

Two of us did get destroyer duty, 
Lt. Jg. Dick Morris and me. The 
owner of the plane, Lt. Larry Lowe, 
became the XO of an amphibious 
support rocket launcher vessel.

After once again bugging 
BUPERS, I finally received orders 
to the “Oz” about 5 or 6 September 
1950, coincidentally with my 
promotion to “Jg.”

I left for San Francisco, then 
a service-friendly city, on 9 
September visiting overnight my 
maternal grandmother in Chicago.

Two days after arriving in San 
Francisco, I was ordered to board 
a giant Martin Mars seaplane 
for a flight to Hawaii (the most 
comfortable flight that I have ever 
experienced). While in Hawaii, 
I waited for nearly a week for a 
flight to Japan. The Inchon landing 
occurred during the wait and those 
of us waiting for our transfers 
believed that Truman’s “police 
action”’ would soon be over and we 
would be released to go home. It 
didn’t happen that way.

Anyway, [ was finally assigned to 
an Air Force “bucket seat” transport 
loaded with Army troops bound 
for Korea. After landing at the old 
Haneda Airport near Tokyo, I was 
sent to the big base at Yokosuka. A 
makeshift BOQ. with no showers, 
had been set up in a Japanese Navy 
warehouse. I slept on a mattress on 
the floor, awakening all night to 
brush away cockroaches!

The next day I was sent to 
another Martin seaplane for a short 
flight to Sasebo where I was given a 
bunk in the tender USS Dixie (AD 
14) and could finally take a shower. 
It was there that I first met ENS 
John Ward, a recent graduate of 
the California Maritime Academy. 
Two years later after being detached 
from the “Oz,” I relieved him as 
chief engineer of the USS Thomas 
F. Nickel (DE 587). To return to the 
story, the following day saw me on 
a fleet oiler en route to the refueling 
area in the Yellow Sea.

After two days aboard the oiler, 
I was transferred by highline to the 
USS Philip (DD 498) which took 
me to the carrier force and transfer 
again by highline to the “Oz.” In 
order to get the USS Ozbourn, I had 
flown on five planes, two civilian, 
two Navy and one Air Force, and 
two ships.

I was met at the quarterdeck 
by XO LCDR Walter Ousey and 
escorted to the wardroom where I 
was introduced to Captain Charlie 
Akers. His first words to me were, in 
his Tennessee drawl, “Mr. Whitten, 
I see that you’re an engineer but 
on a destroyer, we do a little bit of 
everything. You’ll also stand JOOD 
watches.”

I replied. “Fine with me, captain.” 
I had gotten what I wanted! Just over 
a year later, I met my wife Sally in 
San Diego. I tell my children and 
grandchildren that the “Oz” is the 
most important ship in their lives 
because had I not been assigned 
to her, they would not be here. B

CDR John Witten

MEDICAL CARE COST: A 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

A  torn Achilles tendon in 
February followed by a total knee 

joint replacement in August put me under 
the knife twice in 2010.

The real shocker came when the 
Tricare Explanation of Benefits 
came in. I had cost the Dept. of Defense 
something like $35,000 which was 
much less than half of what the hospitals, 
surgeons, anesthesiologists and therapists 
had billed. Good grief! I’d never spent 
money like that.

At least, I had the satisfaction of 
blowing all that dough on injuries 
which famous athletes suffer. (Magic 
Johnson’s autographed picture along 
with James Worthy and many others adorn 
the surgeon’s walls.)

I now have a much 
better understanding of the 
health care cost problem. B

Col. Bob Downs
Taddled from Alta California Chapter

o

WISDOM FROM TRAINING 
MANUALS

“If the enemy is in range, so are 
you.”
- Infantry Journal-
“It is generally inadvisable to eject 
directly over the area you just 
bombed.”
- US.Air Force Manual -
“Whoever said the pen is mightier 
than the sword, obviously never 
encountered automatic weapons.”
- General MacArthur -
“You, you, and you ... Panic. The 
rest of you, come with me.”
- Infantry Sgt.-
“Tracers work both ways.”
- Army Ordnance Manual-



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
February 2011

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 11 February

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   17 February Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

Note Change
in

Luncheon Price

Note Change

in

Luncheon Price


