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4 Feb Board Meeting 10:00 AM
18 Feb Luncheon 11:00 AM
4 Mar Board Meeting 10:00 AM

18 Mar Veteran Affairs 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

18 February 2010

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

CAPT MARY JENNINGS, ANG
Moffett 129th Air Rescue Wing

Rescue in Afghanistan

Luncheon is $23.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Scholarship Presentations
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

As you slide down the banister of 
life, don’t get a splinter in your 
career. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M  ail notification of a 
member’s death to:

MOAA
Attn: MSC
201 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539

or
Call 1-800-234-6622

or e-mail:
msc@moaa.org

Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 
the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

FEBRUARY SPEAKER

A ir Force rescue helicopter 
PEDRO 15, piloted by 

Captain Mary Jennings, Air Nation-
al Guard 129th Rescue Wing, Mof-
fett Field, launched from Kandahar 
Airfield, Afghanistan, en route to 
a military convoy that came under 
attack after striking an improvised 
explosive device (IED).

“We couldn’t see any enemy 
fire as we arrived on scene,” said 
Major George Dona, Captain 
Jennings’ Pave Hawk co-pilot. 
“We were in voice contact with 
the soldiers on the ground and we 
could hear over the radios that 
they were in distress.” The soldiers 
were taking cover from hidden 
enemy positions. PEDRO 15 
took immediate fire upon the first 
landing, taking off right away after 
dropping two pararescuemen in the 
zone, Major Dona said.

“One shot actually came 
directly into the cockpit and pretty 
much destroyed the entire co-pilot 
windshield,” said Major Dona. 
Captain Jennings took shrapnel 
and there was blood all over her 
side.” That was the beginning of a 
dramatic combat incident leading 
to loss of the helicopter and a 
later Purple Heart presentation to 
its pilot.

Captain Mary Jennings will be 
the chapter’s February speaker. She 
will tell about her crew’s ordeal, 
specifically how the damaged but 
then fully functional helicopter 
returned to pick up three wounded 
soldiers, how it again came under 
moderate fire, how flight systems 
started to deteriorate slowly, and 
how the helo was flown about 
two miles away and ultimately 
went down.

Major Dona was ordered to 
keep the helicopter on the ground 
while Jennings supervised loading 
of the patients. “There were people 
yelling, lights flashing, and people 
screaming through the radios, all 
while dodging bullets,” Captain 
Jennings said. “Major Dona had 
a lot of confidence in his team to 
stay on the ground through all the 
chaos; his amazing pilot skills 
saved our lives.”

Rescue of the crew by pilots of 
Army helicopters followed. Since 
the little helicopters were two-
seaters there was no room for the 
Pave Hawk crew inside; they had 
to stand on the skids and hold on to 
rocket pods.

Captain Jennings will provide 
a full description, show photos of 
her combat experience. In addition 
she will comment on U.S. Air 
Force and Air National Guard 
women aviators, their interests, 
capabilities, and achievements.

A resident of San Jose, Captain 
Jennings graduated from the 
University of Texas in 1999 with a 
degree in Criminology, participated 
in the ROTC program, and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Air Force and later entered 
the aircraft maintenance career 
field. She served in Asia working 
on the F-16CJ Falcon and the B-2 
bomber in Missouri. She left active 
duty in 2004 and was offered a 
position to fly the Pave Hawk 
helicopter for the Air National 
Guard 106th Rescue Wing in New 
York state. After completing pilot 
training in 2006 she was deployed 
to Kandahar, Afghanistan and 
elsewhere. She is credited with 
more than 30 saves during her 
MEDEVAC flying time in country. 
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DECEMBER SPEAKER

M ore than 55 chapter mem-
bers, guests, and ROA 

Chapter #63 visitors gathered at the 
Biltmore Hotel in Santa Clara De-
cember 17th, enjoying a brightly 
lit Christmas tree, nicely decorated 
tables with candle and holly center-
pieces, and a very nice holiday buf-
fet luncheon.

It’s been a tradition at the 
December luncheon for Col Keith 
Giles, USAF, to share photos of an 
occasional cycling trip overseas and 
this year his images and colorful 
narration continued to set a high 
standard of excellence.

Keith arrived in Frankfurt and 
continued to Haarlem in Holland 
where he got his Psion hand-held 
computer fixed by a Dutch friend. 
Then he cycled into a cold and strong 
south wind with rain, heading to the 
Hook of Holland and an overnight 
ferry to the UK.

His ultimate objective was to 
spend a long autumn weekend in the 
UK at a Fellowship of Cycling Old-
Timer’s group get-together. Gifted 
with a keen sense of humor, Keith 
was quick to share special stories and 
show photos guaranteed to produce 
a good laugh. He showed a photo of 
a bright yellow metal container with 
a dog sitting on the toilet, obviously 
a poop receptacle. There were signs 
“Hire a Hubby,” “Don’t Even Think 
of Parking Here,” and “Join Us for 
the Credit Crunch Lunch.”

He told about returning home 

She joined the 129th Rescue Wing 
at Moffett Field in January 2008. B

Source: Biography

and finding a letter from a hotel 
owner indicating that he had not 
paid the bill when leaving, and how 
the incident resulted in formation of 
a wonderful new acquaintanceship. 
The images of the cycling group 
at sidewalk cafes, restaurants, 
quaint tea shops, and even a WWII 
aircraft museum offered a close 
look at some of the UK’s typical 
attractions. Somewhere along the 
way was a large clock with the 
numbers backwards.

The cycling trip from near 
Amsterdam to the night ferry and 
on to Lowestoft in the UK was 
challenging. Besides fighting the 
wind, rain, and cold, Keith had to 
deal with road hazards such as a 
piece of heavy wire that got wrapped 
around his wheel and into the 
spokes. It could have been worse. At 
one place there there was an arrow 
painted on the bike path leading 
riders directly into a metal pole. B

Source: Speaker presentation

DENTAL IMPLANTS

T ooth loss can be a difficult and 
sometimes embarrassing con-

dition. Quality of life, confidence or 
daily functioning can 
be affected by the loss 
of permanent teeth. Tri-
care wants beneficiaries 
to know that conven-
tional crown and bridge 
treatment and dentures 

aren’t the only options to address 
tooth loss.

Dental implants are an option 
for medically qualified candidates. 
A thorough dental evaluation is 

VA CONTACT NUMBERS
Call VA Benefits: 1-800-827-

1000 for:
Burial 
Civilian Health and Medical 

Program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) 

Death Pension 
Dependency Indemnity 

Compensation 
Direct Deposit 
Directions to VA Benefits 

Regional Offices 
Disability Compensation 
Disability Pension 

required to determine whether a 
patient is a good candidate for 
dental implants. Good candidates 
for a dental implant are non-
smokers with healthy gums and 
adequate bone remaining in the area 
where the implant will be placed. A 
dental implant is a replacement for 
the root portion of a natural tooth 
and is surgically placed in the upper 
or lower jaw, below the gum line. 
After a healing period, the implant 
supports a crown or bridge, or 
secures a denture firmly in place.

Beneficiaries considering dental 
implants should speak with their 
dentist about the total cost of the 
procedure to determine their out-
of-pocket expenses. On average, 
dental implants cost approximately 
$1,500 to $3,500 per tooth 
replacement. Beneficiaries should 
plan ahead to properly budget their 
annual dental benefit. To learn 
more about Tricare’s dental benefits 
refer to www.tricare.mil/dental. B

Source: Tricare News Release

Continued on Page 4
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FISHER HOUSE

F or several years the chap-
ter and its members have 

been making annual donations 
to the Palo Alto Veterans Medi-

cal Center Fisher House, with this 
year’s presentation taking place 
in early December. CAPT Lloyd 
McBeth (right), chapter president, 
and Lt. Col. Jay Craddock (left), 
Programs Chair, presented a check 
for $2,000 to Ms Tram Le-Nguy-
en, LCSW, Fisher House Coor-
dinator, Social Work Service. B

SVC Field Correspondent

VINEGAR - PART 1

F or those who are not aware 
following are a number of 

uses for vinegar that will make your 
life a little easier.

Using Vinegar for BEAUTY, 
HAIR & BATH

In your bathwater - Add 1/2 
cup of vinegar or so to warm bath 
water when bathing and get double 
benefits, softer skin and a cleaner 
bathtub with less work!

Hair Conditioner - vinegar makes 
a simple, inexpensive conditioner 
for your hair and helps remove 
the sticky stuff shampoo can 
leave behind. About a tablespoon 
will do it.

Dandruff Treatment - Simply 
pour a few Tablespoons of vinegar 
on your hair and massage into your 
scalp. Wait a few minutes, then rinse 
and wash hair like normal. Try this 
for a few days until you see results. 

Weight Loss - Vinegar naturally 
helps to remove fat from the body 
- apple cider vinegar is especially 
good for this. Drink some in a glass 
of water a few times a day, and add 
a little lemon or honey for a nicer 
flavor. This will also help reduce 
your appetite.

Cracked, dry skin - Smooth a 

little vinegar on dried skin to help 
it heal.

Clean dentures - Soak dentures 
overnight in Heinz White Vinegar, 
then brush away tartar with a 
toothbrush.

Facial spritzer - 
mix 1/2 apple cider 
vinegar and 1/2 water 
into a spray bottle. 
Refreshing!

Hair Cleanser - 
Take 1 cup of vinegar 
and warm water into a large glass 
and use to rinse your hair after you 
shampoo. Vinegar adds highlights 
to brunette hair, restores the acid 
mantel, and removes soap film and 
sebum oil. 

Longer lasting pantyhose - 
Add 1 tablespoon of vinegar to 
the rinse water when washing and 
your pantyhose will last longer! B

Source: RAO Bulletin

Education 
Home Loan Guaranty 
Life Insurance 
Medical Care 
Vocational Rehabilitation and 

Employment 
Beneficiaries in receipt of 

Pension Benefits: 1-877-294-6380
Education (GI Bill): 1-888-442-

4551
Health Care Benefits: 1-877-

222-8387
Income Verification and Means 

Testing: 1-800-929-8387
Life Insurance: 1-800-669-8477
Mammography Helpline: 1-888-

492-7844
Special Issues - Gulf War/Agent 

Orange/Project Shad/Mustard 
Agents and Lewisite/Ionizing 
Radiation: 1-800-749-8387

Status of Headstones and 
Markers: 1-800-697-6947

Telecommunications Device for 
the Deaf (TDD): 1-800-829-4833

For health care services, contact 
your nearest VA medical facility. b

RAO E-mail
RAO

F or  retiree activities office 
information and locations 

near you refer to:
Air force (Afterburner) or www.

retirees.af.mil/raos..
Navy (Shift colors) or www.

cposf.org/files/Shift_Colors_
Fall_2007.pdf.

Army (Army Echoes) or www.
armyg1.mil/rso/docs/RSORoster.
doc.

USMC call 1-800-336-4649 
Option#0

USCG call 1-800-772-8724
Defense Media Activity

No matter how much you push the 
envelope, it’ll still be stationery.
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THANKS BUT NO THANKS

U nlike the receptions expe-
rienced by many of their 

Vietnam and Korean War-era coun-
terparts, today’s active duty, Guard, 
and Reserve veterans of the conflicts 
in Iraq and Afghanistan have expe-
rienced sincere and demonstrative 
public expressions of support for 
their service and incredible wartime 
sacrifices on the nation’s behalf.

But how do we truly thank these 
service members and their families 
who already have suffered through 
eight years of war – and who now 
are being asked to pick up the beat 
in Afghanistan?

We’ve never previously had a 
war in which virtually everyone in 
theater was at risk every day and in 
which the same limited cadre was 
asked to return for extended combat 
tours again and again, year after 
year after year, with no end in sight.

It’s never fair to compare relative 
sacrifices, but it’s hard not to feel a 
special empathy for guard members 
and reservists and their families, 
hundreds of thousands of whom 
have experienced two or three – or 
more – combat tours in Iraq and 
Afghanistan since 2001.

Defense leaders assert they’re 
now part of an “operational reserve,” 
but that’s not the concept on which 
their 50-year-old personnel and 
compensation systems were built.

Those systems assume they have 
full-time civilian careers with a 
commensurate civilian retirement 
plan, to which their reserve 
retirement is merely a supplement.

But the military now is 
consuming 25 percent to 50 percent 
of their working lives in many 
cases. Others effectively have put 
their civilian careers on hold to 

serve multiple years on active duty 
in support of wartime needs.

In effect, they incur similar 
sacrifices as the regular force 
without similar rewards.

The regular force returns from 
a combat tour without changing 
employers but retains continuity 
under leaders and a career system 
that value and reward their overseas 
combat experience.

Guard members and reservists 
often return to employers and 
coworkers who might respect 
their sacrifices but often resent 
their extended absence and 
question whether the absence was 
voluntary or mandatory – in effect, 
questioning their loyalty to their 
civilian employers.

Many have returned to find 
their former employer out of 
business, former jobs downsized 
or eliminated, potential promotions 
given to others, and civilian 
retirement credits suspended.

Thousands have been changed 
physically and mentally by their 
combat experience and struggle to 
fit back into civilian lives in which 
employers, coworkers, and friends 
demonstrate limited understanding 
of or patience with their 
readjustment difficulties. Airport 
applause and “thank you for your 
service” sentiments are heartfelt 
and much appreciated but constitute 
faint recompense for sacrifices of 
such magnitude.

MOAA and The Military 
Coalition (TMC) have pushed for 
more substantive, if still modest, 
recompense in the form of extra 
reserve retirement credit for 
activated service, and Congress 
agreed to reduce the reserve 
retirement age (60) by three months 

for every 90 days of accumulated 
service.

But that authority was made 
prospective, so only service 
rendered since January 28, 2008, 
the date of the law change, counts 
toward reducing the retirement age.

In each of the past two years, 
MOAA and TMC have pushed 
additional legislation to authorize 
retroactive credit for all activated 
service since Sept. 11, 2001, 
insisting the hundreds of thousands 
of man-years of combat service 
rendered before 2008 must not be 
deemed somehow less worthy.

Both times, the initiative 
was dropped from the Defense 
Authorization Act for lack of 
funding.

What a grossly inappropriate 
message to send those who have 
borne such a staggering burden for 
the rest of America: “Thanks, but 
no thanks for your service.” B
Source: Col. Steve Strobridge, 

USAF-Ret./Director MOAA 
Government Relations Used 

By Permission

ROTC COMMISSIONING

W ould you like to participate 
in the commissioning cer-

emony for a San Jose State or Santa 
Clara University ROTC cadet?

Our chapter has two officers 
who have volunteered but 
more are welcome. Dates for 
participation are after April – if 
you can still wear your uniform 
and are willing, please contact 
board member Paul Barrish. B

CAPT Paul Barrish
Scholarship Chair
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FREE LUNCH!!

T he Board of Directors is anxious to determine our course for 2010. To assist, we ask for your two-cents-
worth regarding Chapter activities. At the February luncheon we will draw one response for a free Chapter 

lunch. Officers and Board members excluded from the offer. Mail your response by 12 February 2010 to:

SVC MOAA
PO Box 2

Moffett Federal Airfield CA 94035

We feel that Chapter lunches are one of two primary purposes to have a Chapter. (The other is the bulletin.) If 
you do not usually attend lunches, what would it take to help you want to attend? If you do attend lunches, what 
changes would you like to see? Check applicable items.
•	Availability of transportation.
•	Evening dinners rather than lunch.
•	Other, including subject matter of program. (Please describe)

What content would you like in the bulletin? Check applicable items.
•	More information regarding benefits.
•	Legislation information.
•	Other. (Please describe)

In addition to scholarships, the bulletin, and lunches, what do you want the Chapter to do? Check applicable items.
•	Day Trips. Destinations?
•	Overnight trips. Destinations?
•	Other. (Please describe)

Your Name__________________ Your phone___________________



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to Fisher House  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.

This Space 
For Rent



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
February2010

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 12 February

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $23.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the  18 February Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Fisher House, Scholarship or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


