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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
      1 Dec      Board Meeting      10:30 AM
    15 Dec      Luncheon            11:00 AM
      5 Jan       Board Meeting       10:30 AM
    19 Jan       Luncheon            11:00 AM

DECEMBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER
Cycling, also called bicycling or biking,

is the use of bicycles for transport,
recreation, exercise or sport. Persons
engaged in cycling are referred to as
"cyclists", "bikers", or less commonly, as
"bicyclists". One long-time cyclist said
recently, “When I visit distant and quasi-
exotic places best known for their cuisine
and art I’m instead interested in the grades
of their hills and the presence or lack
thereof of wide and accommodating
shoulders on their roads. It’s not an
exaggeration to say that cycling for me has
been of the same significance as a spiritual
or political epiphany; it’s the interface
through which I navigate the world.
Cycling empowers.”

The SVC/ROA Chapter #63 joint
meeting December speaker will be Col
Keith Giles, USAF-Ret, a WWII Army Air
Force trained weather observer and
accomplished cyclist/world traveler who for
years has been entertaining members with
illustrated cycling presentations at the
Christmas season. For his upcoming
appearance he said, “I will tell a somewhat
convoluted story of how I got into bicycling
in 1978 at age 49 and show photos of a
2015 trip along two major European rivers
and the Siegfried Line.” Keith’s
introduction to cycling has to do with a
weather familiarization flight to Tahiti and
the Arab-Israeli War of 1973, but he’s not
giving any details because he wants it to be
a surprise.

Through weather familiarization flights,
aviation forecasters gain a better idea of
how pilots acquire the latest weather
Cont'd pg 3

SEE Page 4 for important changes to
membership dues and payment dates.

merry christmas to all
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
In the November Bulle/n, I addressed comradery.	 At the November

lunch, several a9endee told me they appreciated my comments on
comradery, so I would like to expand on that a li9le.	 It is important
that the lunch a9endees make it a point to address someone they do
not know or do not regularly sit with. It is important that all exchange
ideas/concerns with each other and to the group - when I ask if there
are	any	comments	from	the	floor.

The Chapter’s average age of a9endees is geGng older thus making
it impera/ve that we reach out to those we meet, who are eligible for
membership, and invite them to our ac/vi/es.	 Nov. (Marine Corps
birthday, SVC MOAA lunch, Thanksgiving period) is the start of the
Holiday Season when most give great a9en/on to friends/family
gatherings.

The Membership Commi9ee, under the leadership of CWO5 Bob
Landgraf, is working hard and very intui/vely to contact prospec/ve
new members and give the Board suggested new direc/ons.	 CDR
Ralph Hunt is doing an excellent job in seeking out lunch speakers that
a9ract	the	a9en/on	of	our	members	and	guests.

If any of you have comments for the be9erment of the Chapter,
please	contact	a	Board	member	with	your	thoughts.

The Board hopes that all had a joyous November and look forward
to seeing you, and hopefully a guest, at our December lunch.	 The
Board	also	wishes	all	a	very	Merry	Christmas	season.

																							 Gil

		SEE	Page	18	about	MEMBERSHIP	DUES!!

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

     The following officers were re-elected to serve during the 2017
calendar year:

      --President/CAPT Gil Borgardt, USNR (RET)
      --1st Vice President/ Programs/CDR Ralph Hunt, USN (RET)
      --2nd Vice President/Membership/CWO5 Robert Landgraf, USMC (RET)
      --Secretary/COL Warren Enos, USA (RET)
      --Treasurer/CAPT Keith Ott, USN (RET)
      --Immediate Past President/Lt. Col. Michael Sampognaro, USAF-Ret

     The installation of officers will take place at the upcoming December
luncheon meeting.

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS
PRESIDENT: CAPT Gil Borgardt                      USN
650-342-1270
1st VP: CDR Ralph Hunt                      USN
650-967-8467
2nd VP: CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC
408-323-8838
Secretary: COL Warren Enos AUS
408-245-2217
Treasurer: CAPT Keith Ott USN
530-219-2404
Past President: Lt Col Mike Sampognaro             USAF
408-779-7389

DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
CALMOAA
   CAPT Gil Borgardt           USN         650-342-1270
Chaplain
   vacant
Chapter Outreach
  CWO5 Robert Landgraf       USMC     408-323-8838
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
 CDR Ralph Hunt           USN       650-967-8467
Directors at Large
  Lt. Col. Jesse Craddock        USAF       650-968-0446
  CAPT Lloyd McBeth           USN          408-241-3514
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
  CDR Al Mouns          USN       408-257-5629
Legislation & Navy League Liaison
   LCDR Tom Winant          USN       650-678-7120
Membership/Recruitment
   CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC      408-323-8838
Personal Affairs
  CAPT Robert French         USN       650-363-1188
Programs
  CDR Ralph Hunt         USN       650-967-8467
 ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark         USA       831-402-8548
Surviving Spouse Liason
   LtCol Charlene Lee          USA        510-427-7145
Scholarship
   CAPT Paul Barrish          USN       408-356-7531
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   vacant
Veteran Affairs
  Lt Col Neil Miles          USAF       408-929-1142
Web Master
  Lt Col Mike Sampognaro    USAF       408-779-7389
Sergeant at Arms
 Capt Chris Kachulis            USAF         408-395-2853

The Chapter Board meets at the Moffett Air Traffic
Control Tower, Moffett Federal Airfield

Bulletin Editor
Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, USAF
mike@sampognaro.net

“The Bulletin” is published 11 or 12 times annually
P.O. BOX 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047
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it gets you close to the ground and close to the
people. Europeans love bicycles, and they are often
genuinely impressed when they encounter Americans
who reject the view from the tour-bus window in
favor of huffing and puffing on two wheels. Your
bike provides an instant conversation piece, the
perfect bridge over a maze of cultural and language
barriers.”

Keith began his long distance cycling adventure in
Saarbrucken, Germany, then south along the Saar
River into France, continuing west to get to the
Moselle River, and followed it north to where it joins
the Rhine at Koblenz.

Along the way he did a short diversion to see the
only remaining Siegfried Line fortress which is near
the Luxembourg city of Echternach, but across the
border in Germany. The Allies called it the Siegfried
Line, but the Germans called it the West Wall.

DECEMBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER contd
information from the cockpit, under what weather
conditions they communicate with air traffic
controllers, and what actions they take in response to
encounter of weather affecting their flights. In
general, pilots express their needs and expectations
for integrated and reliable flight-route specific
weather information. It is apparent that a future
trend in dissemination of weather information would
be through up-linking graphical products of
significant weather in the vicinity of the flight route
directly to the cockpit. Ok, what does this have to
do with developing an interest in bicycles and
cycling?

The Yom Kippur War, Ramadan War, or October
War, also known as the 1973 Arab–Israeli War, was
a war fought by the coalition of Arab states led by
Egypt and Syria against Israel from October 6 to 25,
1973. The fighting mostly took place in the Sinai and
the Golan Heights, territories that had been occupied
by Israel since the Six-Day War of 1967. Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat wanted also to reopen the
Suez Canal. Neither specifically planned to destroy
Israel, although the Israeli leaders could not be sure
of that. Again, what’s the connection to cycling?
Did Keith somehow participate in that war, perhaps
as a member of a combat cycling unit, and have a
positive experience which led to a life-long interest
in bicycle activities and travel?

Rick Steves, the famed travel writer based in
Seattle writes, “Some travelers are surprised when I
tell them to consider biking in Europe. I explain that

Cycling in Europe

Saarbrucken, Germany

Siegfried Line Fortress

Cont'd pg4



After serving in places such as Cairo, Egypt,
Abadan, Iran, and Marrakech, then French Morocco
during the war, Keith earned a MS degree in
Meteorology from UCLA and then began a life-long
career working for organizations such as General
Mills, the Weather Bureau research section,
Washington, D.C., and ultimately the Weather
Service Forecast Office in Redwood City. According
to Keith, “I fell in love with bike touring and have
been doing it almost every year since.”
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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November Luncheon Speaker Report
PEARL HARBOR 75TH COMMEMORATION

The attack on Pearl Harbor, also known as the
Battle of Pearl Harbor, the Hawaii Operation or
Operation AI by the Japanese Imperial General
Headquarters and Operation Z during planning, was a
surprise military strike by the Imperial Japanese Navy
against the United States naval base at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii Territory, on the morning of December 7,
1941. The attack led to the United States' entry into
World War II. The events of that date triggered an
extraordinary resolve as a nation, a can-do attitude
and resourcefulness and an unmatched commitment to
the defense of freedom.

The chapter’s November speaker was CDR Robert
Whitten, USN (RET), who brought a 75th anniversary
of the attack on Pearl Harbor illustrated presentation
to the Biltmore luncheon, providing not only a review
of the December 7th action but the “story behind the
story” as well. In part a “Tin Can Sailor” himself of
Korean War vintage and naval historian, his focus
was on the period beginning in the early 1930s in an
effort to answer the questions, “What did American
intelligence officials know about the current situation
and did the president know and hide key information
in order to justify a hot war with Japan?

After explaining that he had just celebrated his
15th birthday and at one moment in time was listening
to a football game and doing homework, he first heard
about the Pearl Harbor attack. The following day at
his Towson, Maryland high school all students were

Cont'd pg 5

Siegfried Line/West Wall

DECEMBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER contd

Willie and Joe
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brought together to hear President Franklin D.
Roosevelt deliver his “A Day Which Will Live in
Infamy” speech, knowing that big changes were
coming for the nation and its people.

President Roosevelt delivers “Infamy” speech…

War between Japan and the United States had
been a possibility of which each nation had been
aware since the 1920s, though tensions did not begin
to grow seriously until Japan's 1931 invasion of
Manchuria. The USS Panay incident was a Japanese
attack on the American gunboat Panay while it was
anchored in the Yangtze River outside Nanking,
China on 12 December 1937. With that, the U.S.
increased antagonism toward Japan. In his 2007
book, Bankrupting the Enemy, award-winning author
Edward S. Miller contends that the United States
forced Japan into international bankruptcy to deter
its aggression. Japan experienced a financial squeeze
partly because its exports of silk to America were
halted with the coming of nylon and other synthetics,
and because of oil, rubber, scrap iron and other
resources vulnerabilities. The U.S. put a freeze on
Japanese assets. Other important events and
situations included the Navy not having a high
opinion of Japanese forces, the U.S. fleet moving
from Long Beach to Pearl Harbor to deter Japanese
aggression in the Pacific, the early 1941 increase in
Japanese war planning, and the reassignment of
Japanese Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto to command
the combined fleet of 6 aircraft carriers.

The Battle of Taranto took place on the night of
11–12 November 1940 during the Second World War
between British naval forces, under Admiral Andrew
Cunningham, and Italian naval forces, under Admiral
Inigo Campioni. The Royal Navy launched the first
all-aircraft ship-to-ship naval attack in history,
employing a small number of obsolescent Fairey
Swordfish biplane torpedo bombers from the aircraft
carrier HMS Illustrious (R87) in the Mediterranean
Sea. It marked the ascendancy of naval aviation over
the big guns of battleships. According to Admiral
Cunningham, "Taranto should be remembered
forever as having shown once and for all that in the
Fleet Air Arm the Navy has its most devastating
weapon."

Admiral Yamamoto’s war planning….

Fairey Swordfish biplane….
Cont'd pg 6
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CDR Whitten provided details of actions
leading up to the Pearl Harbor attack. Japan and
the U.S. engaged in negotiations during the
course of 1941 in an effort to improve relations.
Preliminary planning for an attack on Pearl
Harbor to protect the move into the Dutch East
Indies and Southeast Asia generally had begun
very early in 1941 under the auspices of Admiral
Yamamoto, who knew the industrial might of the
United States. By late 1941, many observers
believed that hostilities between the U.S. and
Japan were imminent; the Japanese moved its 6
carrier force to within 230 miles of Oahu.
Admiral Kimmel did not have enough aircraft to
patrol the entire Hawaiian airspace. A war
warning was issued to General MacArthur and
Admiral Hart, but not Admiral Kimmel. What
did American intelligence know? At this point
not enough to make a difference; it has been
alleged that parties high in the U.S. and British
governments knew of the attack in advance and
may have let it happen with the aim of bringing
the U.S. into war, yet this advance-knowledge
conspiracy theory is rejected by mainstream
historians.

A detailed account of the attack, the Japanese
declaration of war, the first and second wave
assaults, a possible third wave, and American
casualties all were provided in summary format.
Admiral Kimmel was relieved of his command;
Admiral Nimitz took command of the Pacific
Fleet on Christmas Day 1941. Code-breaking
efforts finally paid off in the later Battle of
Midway.

There was a short Q & A period with one
member asking what the thinking was of a
potential 350 ship navy. It was agreed today’s
Navy is too small and cannot meet worldwide
mission expectations, yet the issue is complex
and only time will tell what major decisions
about force structures, personnel, and other
resources will be made. Several members
provided memories of Pearl Harbor, where they
were on the attack day, and experiences during
the war.
__________________________
SOURCE: CDR Robert Whitten

Introducing China's Better, but Imperfect,
Stealth Jet
 
Just 20 years ago, the bulk of the Chinese air force
consisted of vintage aircraft from the 1950s and
1960s. Now, China is on track to become the second
country in the world to field a fifth-generation stealth
fighter, a rather remarkable feat. As it is currently
designed, the J-20 Mighty Dragon jet is a large
fighter jet that boasts a considerable payload and fuel
capacity, making it well-suited for operations
requiring travel over long distances. Moreover, the
aircraft is equipped with cutting-edge stealth
technology, KLJ-5 Active Electronically Scanned
Array radar, and infrared search and tracking systems.

But the Mighty Dragon is not without its flaws.
Chief among them is the fact that it is underpowered:
Chinese engineers expect the jet to someday run on
the powerful WS-15 engine, but since it is still in
development, initial batches of J-20 aircraft will likely
be forced to make do with a modified version of the
weaker Russian AL-31F engine. Because these
engines cannot adequately support a heavy fighter like
the J-20, they will reduce its ability to maneuver in
combat. Furthermore, the Mighty Dragon is not as
clandestine as other fifth-generation stealth fighters,
such as the American F-22. (The latter is what is

__._,_.___

     Cont'd pg 15
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________________________
SOURCE: CAPT Keith Ott
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Joint Chief of Staff Chairman in San Francisco!
Marines Memorial – 1 November 2016

By CWO 5 Robert B Landgraf - USMC (Ret)

On 1 November 2016 the Marines Memorial Association hosted General Joseph Dunford, the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. I had the great honor of attending this outstanding event. The event was a sellout
crowd and was held in the Marines Memorial auditorium.

General Dunford was introduced by Secretary George P. Shultz a former United States Marine. During his
opening remarks, General Dunford commented on many topics ranging from the security threat regarding the 4
+1. In this context 4 represents the counties of Russia, China, Iran and North Korea. The number 1 represents
the extremism of ISIS, Al-Qaeda and Al-Nusra. He next explained each of these in detail explaining what he
and the Joint Staff see as the major security threat to the United States.

In the next phase of his opening remarks he stated what the JCS believes is necessary to address these
adversarial conflicts to prevent further escalation. Ideas such as ballistic missile capabilities, and high end
weapons technology were presented. He ended this portion by saying that since the current conflicts are multi-
dimensional, decision time to engage in conflict must be more rapid than in previous conflicts. Making rapid
decisions will be required to remain the superior force.

The next portion of this one hour event was a question and answer session led by Marine Corps Veteran and
Chairman of the Marines Memorial Association, Mr. Barry Graham. During this phase of the evening’s event,
General Dunford asked to respond to many questions ranging from; non-partisanship and non-politicization of
the United States Military, the military challenges faced in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Russian increased nuclear
weapons capability, the budget reductions, women in combat, cyber security, Silicon Valley technology
companies working with the DoD, military equipment endurance, just to name a few.

Since this outstanding evening event was recorded and now available on the internet, you are invited to
watch the entire one hour session on your computer by entering the following information in your browser:
General Dunford’s briefing held 1 November 2016

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMtZrMP3q54

For additional information regarding the Marines Memorial Club/Hotel, here is a website link for your
viewing. This website will address the history of the San Francisco Marines Memorial celebrating its 70th
anniversary this year:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bp1rB7pcdk&feature=youtu.be

Check our website for updates on our
fellow Military Association's meetings.

http://www.svcmoaa.org/Calendar.html
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DESTINATION VANDENBERG AFB
The Central Coast of California is an area

roughly spanning the coastal region between
Monterey Bay and Point Mugu. A drive to
Monterey, Salinas, San Luis Obispo, and
Vandenberg AFB can be a very pleasant military
travel adventure.

The northern part of the area is Steinbeck
country. John Steinbeck is, at heart, a novelist of
the California experience. Born in Salinas in 1902,
he grew up in the fertile Salinas Valley, the "Salad
Bowl of the Nation," as it was later called. He
decided at age 14 he wanted to be a writer. The
Grapes of Wrath is a classic. The region is known
primarily for agriculture and tourism. Major crops
include wine grapes, lettuce, strawberries, and
artichokes. The Salinas Valley is one of the most
fertile farming regions in the United States.

Tourist attractions include Cannery Row in
Monterey, the Monterey Bay Aquarium, the
theatres, galleries and white sand beaches of
Carmel-by-the-Sea, the golf courses of Pebble
Beach and the Monterey Peninsula, the rugged
coastline of Big Sur and Hearst Castle in San
Simeon. There is a large Army-Air Force
exchange at Fort Ord; a quick look at the campus
of Cal State Monterey Bay located there might
prove interesting. There is a very nice Navy
Lodge in Monterey—see https://www.navy-lodge.
com/lodge_page.html?p_lodge_number=9.

A quick stop at Camp Roberts just north of
Paso Robles provides an opportunity to visit the
Army museum and, if the timing is right, have a
meal in a typical chow line. A military ID card
will guarantee entry. There is a small exchange
offering local specialty items.

South of San Luis Obispo the world famous
Santa Maria-style barbecue is a regional culinary
tradition. Santa Maria-style barbecue centers
around a beef tri-tip, seasoned with black pepper,
salt, and garlic salt before grilling over coals of
native coast live oak, often referred to as “red oak”
wood. The traditional accompaniments are pinquito
beans, fresh salsa, tossed green salad, and grilled
French bread dipped in sweet melted butter.

Vandenberg Air Force Base is located 9.2 miles
northwest of Lompoc. It is under the jurisdiction of
the 30th Space Wing, Air Force Space Command.
It is a DoD space and missile testing base, with a
mission of placing satellites into polar orbit,
including Pegasus, Taurus, Minotaur, Atlas V,
Delta IV, the Minuteman series, and now SpaceX's
Falcon.

One guest provided this review of the Air Force
Inn: “I have got to say this is one of the best
military lodging facilities I have ever stayed in. For
the price - you get a mini suite - enormous
bathroom, and a bit of a living room and a bedroom
with overhead ceiling fans, new TV, and a mini
fridge. There are very quiet single level units. The



- 10 -

check-in area even has some local wines for
purchase.” A popular wine region, the San Luis
Obispo area continues to garner accolades and
press, particularly for its Rhône blends, heritage
Zinfandels, Pinot Noirs and Chardonnays See
http://af.dodlodging.net/propertys/Vandenberg-
AFB.

Area attractions include La Purisima Mission
& State Historical Park, Santa Maria Discovery
Museum, and Solvang Danish Village.
_____________________
SOURCE: Board Minutes

Our Stories
INTO THE CRASHING WAVES

As a boy, CDR William Andersen, USNR
(RET), wanted to be a navy officer on a
destroyer crashing through waves and navigating
the oceans. He watched WWII movies and
documentaries, including the Victory at Sea
series. His father was a New York City harbor
pilot with the fire department, boat builder and
sailor. Bill played water polo at Saint Francis
College and gained experience with small boats.
But soon a change of direction to aviation began
shaking his destroyer dream.

Chapter members are getting to know Bill as
he is a talented writer and is now contributing
articles monthly to The Bulletin.
        For two summers 1960 and 1961 Bill

U. S. destroyer duty….

participated in a Navy Reserve Officer Candidate
(ROC) program at Newport, R.I. and reserve
aviation squadron drills the rest of the year. He had
two engineering lessons inside the engine room of a
docked WWII destroyer with the temperature about
100 degrees. He noted, “Back in the classroom the
instructor informed the class that we would spend a
beneficial year and a half in an engine room learning
the ship’s systems. Soaked in sweat, I realized there
was no way this young Scandinavian American can
survive a year and a half in an engine room so I
volunteered for Aviation.” That was the end of his
shipboard career.

Deep in an engine room….
After graduation from college and ROC School

Bill’s career really took off. His assignment was
CIC officer flying the Airborne Early Warning
Pacific Barrier Pacific
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(AEWBARON), aboard super constellations and
using the radar to search the skies for Russian
bombers. He experienced a big change in his
personal life as he and his wife, Ann, married in
Hawaii, subsequently having two sons, Adam
and Chris. After 1965 Bill pursued parallel
civilian and reserve careers as a Dealer Rep for
the Shell Oil Company and navigator with a VR
squadron at Los Alamitos. And he qualified as a
private pilot.

The venerable P-3 Orion

Flying out of Los Alamitos Bill had a chance
to stop in Vietnam, Chu Lai and Da Nang, for a
few hours on two occasions. He said, “That’s
where, for the first time in the Navy, I felt the
electric shock of fear sprint down my spine—
there were soldiers with guns everywhere; no
matter, the Marines had a surfing contest the day
before.”

Bill and his family moved to the Bay Area in
1967 where he worked in crew scheduling for
TWA, and began a 32 year career in residential
real estate sales. For the Navy he flew as a
tactical navigator with VP 91 from Moffett Field
over and around the Pacific Ocean searching for
Russian submarines and drug smugglers.
Concurrently he was squadron Administration
Officer. He retired in 1992.
_______________________________________
_
SOURCE: CDR William Andersen,
USNR (RET)

Navy League Speaker Report

NATIONAL SECURITY THREATS

In recent years, North Korea has warned of a pre-
emptive nuclear attack on the US in response to the
prospect of joint military exercises between South
Korea and the US. Any time a nation threatens pre-
emptive nuclear war, there is cause for concern.
North Korea is no exception, with its shift in rhetoric
from accusing the US of imagining a North Korean
ballistic missile threat, to vowing to use its ballistic
missile capabilities to strike the continental US. The
world is becoming increasingly dangerous with U.S.
interests targeted.

North Korea's leader is Kim Jong-un…

The Navy League Santa Clara Council’s
November speaker was Lt. Col. Eric Reid, USMC, a
Hoover Institution Fellow at Stanford University
conducting research on the U.S. national security
decision-making process. During his very informal
presentation he described his own experiences with
the fleet and ashore and conducted a detailed “walk
around the world” outlining the nation’s national
security threats. In his current role he is very
familiar with the National Security Strategy (NSS)
document which outlines the major national security
concerns of the United States and how to deal with
them

This Navy League of the United States Santa
Clara Valley Council speaker report is part of a
series to be presented in a spirit of cooperation and
collaboration between local armed forces and related
professional association members.

               Cont'd pg 12
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Lt. Col. Eric Reid…

Lieutenant Colonel Reid is a career Marine
infantry officer. His entry into service began
when he joined the Navy and served during
the period 1991-93, later to become a United
States Naval Academy midshipman graduating
in 1997 with distinction and an honors degree
in History. His initial assignment was to the
fleet with early and mid-career troop duty
positions including company commander in
Iraq, battalion landing team operations officer,
command of 1st Battalion, 2d Marines, and
later instructor duty at the Marine Corps
Infantry Officer course.
Success over time can be traced to highly
personal leadership with keys being setting the
example, looking out for the welfare of his
Marines, and training as a team.

Combat operations in Iraq….

Lt. Col. Reid’s most enjoyable position was aide-
de-camp to the Commander, U.S. Marine Forces
Central Command/Commanding General, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, where there was a lot of travel
involved, one day to Kenya, another to Tampa, and
even Bahrain. Later, and after completing the 1 year
resident U.S. Army Command and Staff Course, Fort
Leavenworth, KS, he held high level line and staff
positions including service in Kabul, Afghanistan. A
concern is how the Marine Corps will change and
what it will look like in 2025, particularly with a
critical need to increase maturity of the force. There
is a sense that the U.S. should not bite at every
worldwide challenge, that there are some places the
Corps should never go. Descriptions of new thermal
technology on the battlefield, requirements to
maintain equipment in sandy conditions, and
composition of the Corps to meet future missions
were all compelling.

C&GS Course Fort Leavenworth, KS…

Lt. Col. Reid provided a briefing of specific
worldwide threats:

--Russia has been described as “aggressive” and
“adversarial to the interests of the United States,”
claiming that having nuclear weapons and the ability
to use them makes Russia the foremost threat to the
US;  However, the situation is “not bad” today;

--China is creating challenges everywhere, having
built a major facility on Hainan Island; the intent
seems to be to exploit undersea resources. The
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) has been designed to
counter this effort;

--In the Philippine Islands apparently there is a lot
of killing going on which could spread beyond the

                            Cont'd pg 13
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borders; an example would be the main internal
threat arising from the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) which, in open rebellion against
the government, has the avowed objective of
establishing an independent Islamic state in
southern Philippines;

--Japan and the United States enjoy a very
positive and extraordinary relationship; today
the United States and Japan have firm and very
active political, economic and military
relationships. The United States considers Japan
to be one of its closest allies and partners;

--Korea can be characterized as a country
experiencing dramatic growth and
professionalism; South Korea has been called
one of America's closest allies and greatest
friends. In addition, South Korea has been
designated as a Major non-NATO ally. South
Korea has no interest combining with North
Korea as it will cut the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) significantly;

Modern South Korea…

--North Korea has unstable leadership and
there is a fear the country will push too far;
United States relations are hostile and have
developed primarily during the Korean War, but
in recent years have been largely defined by
North Korea's five tests of nuclear weapons, its
development of long-range missiles capable of
striking targets thousands of miles away, and its
ongoing threats to strike the United States and
South Korea with nuclear weapons and
conventional forces;

--Iran continues to be an interesting situation;
relations are not positive. Opinions differ over
what has caused the cooling in relations;

--Iranian explanations include everything from the
natural and unavoidable conflict between the Islamic
Revolution on the one hand, and perceived American
arrogance and desire for global hegemony on the
other;

--Afghanistan and the United States have a very
strong and friendly strategic partnership; however,
there is real concern about the continuing growing of
opium poppies and the talk of a caliphate;

During a question and answer period someone
asked, “What is the major threat today to America’s
national security?” Lt. Col. Reid responded that it
was the almost 20 trillion dollar national debt.
Washington has spent this country into oblivion and
the continuation of borrowing from other countries is
only going to hurt future generations of Americans.
Our rising debt undoubtedly poses as a national
security threat, and in order to secure our national
interests, we must rebuild our economic structure by
cutting the federal deficit. We must act now by
rebuilding a sustainable economy, and we cannot
find solvency if we continue forward with such
impractical spending and borrowing habits. Real
spending cuts — not small reductions in proposed
increases — are needed to solve this national crisis.

Lt. Col Reid has been deployed as a future
campaign planner, ISIF Joint Command (IJC) in
Kabul, Afghanistan; duty as the U.S. Central
Command Strategic Branch Chief, and Deputy Chief
of Staff G-3 (Operations) at 2nd Marine Division.
He holds Masters Degrees from Boston University,
Kansas State University, and the U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College.

The Navy League has grown into the foremost
citizens’ organization to serve, support and stand
with all the sea services – the U.S. Navy, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.-flag
Merchant Marine. Those interested in participation
with the Santa Clara Valley Council should contact
LCDR Tom Winant, USN (RET) in Los Altos,
telephone (650) 678-7120.
__________________________________________
SOURCE: Guest Speaker/Lt. Col. Eric Reid, USMC
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AS I SEE IT…
By Col. Steve Strobridge, USAF (Ret)
Vice President, MOAA Government Relations

Coming off one of the most contentious
elections in memory, feelings are running high
among just about everybody.

In newspapers, on TV, and on social media,
speculation — positive and negative — is
everywhere about what the election results mean
and where the new president and Congress might
or might not take us.

Will America become more confrontational in
the world or withdraw from some international
responsibilities?
     Will the defense budget get bigger?

Will there be more or fewer threats to military
pay, benefits, and COLAs?

Will there be a move to privatize Medicare,
Social Security, VA health care, or TRICARE?

Will funding or support for programs we like
(or don’t like) be cut?

Before anybody goes off the deep end with
worry or joy, we should remember a major change
in philosophical leadership is nothing new for our
country.

The elections of Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter,
Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush,
and Barack Obama all represented major changes
of course from their predecessors’.

In retrospect, none solved all our national
problems and none sent the country careening off
the rails.

The reason is we don’t give up our power to
influence our national leaders just because an
election is over.

There have been proposals from every
administration of either party we (the public)
haven’t liked.

At various times, MOAA members have
barraged their legislators with postcards, letters,
emails, and tweets to support or oppose initiatives
on Medicare, Social Security, COLAs, TRICARE,
concurrent receipt, survivor benefits, pay raises,

commissaries, and more.
Legislators haven’t listened in every case, but they

have more often than not.
With 535 individual senators and representatives, the
only certain bet is some seemingly crazy ideas will be
proposed in the coming Congress.

But it’s also a certain bet the proposals that don’t
make sense will generate a barrage of grassroots input
to rebalance our national sanity meter.

Just because a person or political party gets 47
percent or 51 percent or 55 percent of the vote on a
given day definitely does not mean that person or
party is going to enjoy majority support for whatever
they might propose.

Every proposal must be vetted in the court of
public opinion. And every elected official ignores
public opinion at his or her peril.

There’s a reason the pendulum of our national
direction swings back and forth. Usually, it’s because
the public thinks their elected officials have
overreached their limited “mandate.”
No elected official is, or ever will be, the savior or the
sinking of the nation.

The savior of our nation is you — an informed and
actively involved electorate.

If you think you won or lost anything Nov. 8, you
are mistaken.

The nation can only go down the tubes if you start
thinking Election Day is the only time your voice
matters.

Your willingness to express your opinion on an
issue-by-issue and day-by-day basis is the
counterweight of national conscience that remains
essential to keep our elected officials on the right
track.
     Don’t ever be shy about exercising it.
_______________________
SOURCE:  National MOAA
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known as an all-aspect stealth fighter, boasting low
detectability from all angles, while the J-20 has low
detectability only from the front.)
The Mighty Dragon's strengths and weaknesses are
emblematic of the Chinese air force's modernization
at large. On one hand, Beijing has much to be proud
of when it comes to its air capabilities. China is
putting ever more capable fighter jets into
production, including significantly upgraded
versions of older models such as the J-10B, J-16 and
J-11D.

Meanwhile, it is also overhauling its bomber
force, and new aircraft such as the H-6K are already
being mass-produced. China is in the process of
expanding its air-launched missile stockpile as well,
and U.S. Gen. Herbert Carlisle has cited Beijing's
development of variants such as the PL-15 beyond-
visual-range missile as a compelling motive for
Washington to improve its own air-to-air missiles.
Finally, China is increasing its strategic and tactical
transport capabilities.

Nevertheless, the Chinese air force still has a
long way to go in a number of areas. Delays in
engine development are slowing the evolution of
transport and bomber aircraft as well as fighter jets.
China is also well behind other major powers, such
as the United States and Russia, in building a
comprehensive aerial refueling force. Moreover,
Beijing continues to rely on imports of foreign
warplanes as it hashes out the final details of its own
domestically made machines. The Chinese air force
is still very much a work in progress.
____________________

SOURCE: stratfor.com

J-11D

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER
The graveside services were in the recent past and

it was time to settle the personal affairs of the
deceased, yet there were so many questions. What
support is available through the federal, state, and
local benefits systems? How are applications and
claims submitted? Who can and will help with
everything that needs to be done?

A special guest at the recent October luncheon
meeting was Ms Marion Moses, Director of the
Office of Veterans Services in Santa Clara. She
explained that the Veterans Services Office is a
county and state funded agency established in 1944
to assist veterans, military personnel, and their
families in obtaining benefits earned through active
duty service. The primary mission is to assist
veterans with applying for and obtaining
compensation benefits through the U. S. Department
of Veterans Affairs (USDVA). She also related a
case, where a surviving spouse asked for assistance
with the possibility that she could lose her house.
Marion was most emphatic that after the fact
assistance is more difficult, if not impossible, and
that assistance is best requested before the graveside
services.

The office will assist veterans, their spouses,
widows and widowers of a veteran, and the child of
a deceased or disabled veteran. On-site state and
nationally accredited, highly trained and experienced
Veteran Services Representatives are available to
help. The claims and application process is complex
and often confusing, and the representatives offer
assistance through all steps and phases of the
process. Some of our members have used their
services, and are very impressed with the superlative
support and assistance provided by Marion and her
team.

The Veterans Services Office is located at 68 N.
Winchester Blvd., Santa Clara, CA 95050, telephone
(408) 918-4980, email vets@vets.sccgov.org. The
website is www.sccgov.org/vets.
You can email Marion Moses directly at marion.
moses@vets.sccgov.org. It is good to call the office
for an appointment, but the better is to be a walk-in,
who are served Mondays 9:00am to 11:30am and
1:00pm to 4:30pm. As a minimum, bring the
servicemen’s original or certified copy of DD214.
__________________________________________
SOURCE: County of Santa Clara Veterans Service
Office
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Recent Japanese Legislation Affecting the United States
by
CDR William Andersen USNR Retired

Since the end of World War 11, the Japanese military has been restricted by a pacifist constitution to protecting
its country only on its own soil and prevented from using force as a means to settle international dispute.
On the 22nd of March 2016 Japan approved controversial legislation that removed that restriction. The country
now has the United Nation’s right to collective self-defense for special circumstances, which include: a close
ally attacked, or Japanese lives threatened. This legislation frees Japan’s Self-Defense (JSDF) to provide
logistic support to United States forces without geographical restrictions.

With the possibility of conflict between the United States and China over the South China Sea such an alliance
is an advantage to both the United States and Japan. Peace factions in Japan, who oppose the new law, fear
Japan will be dragged into an unnecessary overseas war by the United States. But, could the United States be
dragged into an overseas war by Japan?

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, leading influence in passing this Legislation

Reference: Shaw Chaw, JIJI PRESS, Forbes 
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A TRIBUTE TO AMERICA

CAPT Paul Barrish offered the November luncheon opening prayer which was written by Commander John
J “Bug” Roach, III, USN, 1944-1991. This tribute to America is one of inclusion.

Following initial flight training, LTJG Roach was assigned to fly the F-8 Crusader and reported to VF-51 in
1968 for Viet Nam combat cruise aboard Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31). LTJG Roach was transferred to VF
-191. He was awarded the Navy-Marine Corps Medal for his heroic efforts in directing the rescue and fire-
fighting work following a devastating aircraft accident in which an F-8 aircraft crashed into an NAS Miramar
hangar. CAPT Barrish served with him in 1968 as part of Air Wing Five during the Vietnam conflict.
     This prayer is also shared (since 1991) at the annual Tailhook Reunion with up to 3,000+ Naval Aviators.

*****
Lord, we are the nation! We celebrate our birthday on July 4th, 1776, with the Declaration of Independence as
our birth certificate. The bloodlines of the world run in our veins because we offer freedom and liberty to all
whom are oppressed. We are many things and many people. We are the nation.

We sprawl from the Atlantic to the Pacific, to Alaska and Hawaii. three million square miles throbbing with
industry and with life. We are the forest, field, mountain and desert. We are the wheat fields of Kansas, the
granite hills of Vermont, and the snow-capped peaks of the Sierra Nevada. We are the Brooklyn Bridge, we are
the grain elevators in the farm belt, we are the Golden Gate. We are the nation.

We are 322 million living souls, and yet we are the ghosts of millions who have lived and died for us. We are
Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. We are Washington, Jefferson and Patrick Henry. We are Lee, Grant, Abe
Lincoln and George Bush. We are the famous and the unknown. We are presidents, we are paupers. We are the
nation.

We stood at Lexington and fired the shot heard around the world. We remember the Alamo, the Maine, Pearl
Harbor, Inchon and the Persian Gulf. When freedom calls, we answer. We left our heroic dead at Belleau
Wood, on the rock of Corregidor, on the bleak slopes of Korea, in the steaming jungles of Vietnam and under
the rubble of Beirut. We are the nation.

We are schools and colleges, churches and synagogues. We are a ballot dropped in a box, the harmonious
voice of a choir in a cathedral, the crack of a bat and the roar of a crowd in a stadium. We are craftsmen,
teachers, businessmen, and judges. We are laborers and nurses. We are parents and we are children. We are
soldiers, sailors and airmen. We are peaceful villages, small towns and cities that never sleep. Yes, we are the
nation, and these are the things that we are.

We were conceived in freedom, and dear God, if you are willing, in freedom we will spend the rest of our days.
May we always be thankful for the blessings you have bestowed upon us. May we be humble to the less
fortunate and assist those in need. May we never forget the continuing cost of freedom. May we always
remember that if we are to remain the land of the free, we must continue always to be the home of the brave.
May our wishbone never be found where our backbone should be. May we possess always, the integrity, the
courage and the strength to keep ourselves unshackled, to remain always a citadel of freedom and a beacon of
hope to the world.

We are the nation.....this is our wish...this is our hope and this is our prayer…Amen"
_______________________________________
SOURCE: CAPT Paul Barrish, USN (RET)
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SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org, a shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. You can
also get to it from the national MOAA site: Put
the cursor over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The

phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,

201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on

page 2 of The Bulletin. B

Controlling Portion Sizes

According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), you can practice
portion control in a number of ways. When
eating out you can split an entrée with a friend
or eat half of the food on your plate and ask
for a “to go box” for the rest. When eating at
home, serve food on individual plates instead
of putting the serving dishes on the table to
discourage overeating. When you eat in front
of the TV, put the amount you plan to eat in a
bowl or container instead of eating directly
from the package.
Read the full article here.

http://www.tricare.mil/PortionControl111416

Membership dues:
As you are aware, each year the SVC annual dues

(which are separate from MOAA National dues) are
required for all SVC Members but not required for
Surviving Spouse (formerly called Auxiliary).

The SVC Board recently approved the following
related to dues for 2017:
Renew by 1 December 2016 – $25.00
Renew by 31 January 2017 - $30.00
Renew after 1 February 2017 – $35.00

These dates are required because the SVC
Membership Committee needs to report to MOAA
National, the names of all the “SVC 2017 Renewed
Members” on/or before the date stated.

These dues are to be received by the Chapter
Treasurer in our SVC PO Box on or before the stated
date (or deliver in person at a SVC luncheon on or
before the stated date).

Along with the completed renewal form found on the
next page of SVC Bulletin, please mail your check,
made out to the “SVC-MOAA”, to the following:

SVC-MOAA
PO Box 2

Moffett Field Federal Airfield, CA 94035

The SVC Membership Committee thanks you in
advance.



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Surv Spouse____
Annual Dues:  If PAID by 1 Dec  $25.00, If PAID by 31 Jan $30.00, After 31 Jan $35.00   $______
(Surv Spouse– Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________
Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made
to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dec 2016

LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 Dec.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 15 Dec Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: SVC MOAA
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

First Class Mail


