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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
    3 Dec       Board Meeting         11:00 AM
  17 Dec       Luncheon        11:00 AM
    7 Jan       Board Meeting          11:00 AM
  21 Jan       Luncheon             11:00 AM

Luncheon Program
17 Dec 2015

Touring Morocco

Col Keith Giles,USAF(ret)
Social Hour:   11:00 AM
Luncheon:       11:45 AM

Luncheon is $26.00

See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

merry christmas to all

It is time to renew your
membership see page 7.
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SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org,  a  shorter
link is www.svcmoaa.org.     You
can  also  get  to  it  from  the  na-
tional MOAA site: Put the cursor
over Chapters and select  Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon  Valley
Chapter. From there you may link
over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links
for The Bulletin and eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of

a retiree locally through the
Retire Activity Office (RAO).

The phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA
member’s death to:

MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St,

Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622

Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning

the Membership Chair–see
listing on front page of The

Bulletin. B

Thought For The Month

“Do or do not. There is no try.”

Yoda

PRESIDENT’S	PERSPECTIVE

Well, they say time flies when you are having fun. I am sure
it also flies faster as I get older. Two years have certainly whizzed
by so fast that I am not sure if I was having fun or not. But I am sure
glad to turn over the reigns to our new president, CAPT Gil
Borgardt, with my sincere best wishes for a successful turn at the
helm.

It has been suggested, and I can only heartily agree, that the
invocation by our Secretary/stand-in Chaplain for our November
luncheon was a keeper. Here it is, both for those who could not
attend and for all of us who did.

NOVEMBER INVOCATION
Almighty God….
    We are grateful for this chapter and membership as we experience
changing seasons, new opportunities and challenges, the sometimes
increased energy for problem-solving, and the self-satisfaction which
comes through notable achievement.
    We ask your blessing on this special day—the chapter’s annual
meeting and election of officers and directors for 2016; a celebration
marking the 50th anniversary as a national MOAA affiliate; and a
finance/military benefits briefing by Lt. Col. Shane Ostrom, USAF, a
highly skilled certified financial planner.
    As we remember the coming Thanksgiving holiday period, help us
to appreciate our country, the leaders you have put in place, and
particularly the Armed Forces men and women serving at home and
abroad, sometimes under extremely dangerous circumstances.
Amen

I wish all of us a Merry Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

mike

ATTENTION! 2016 ANNUAL DUES
The time has arrived to renew your Silicon Valley
Membership for 2016!!!  Annual dues remain $30.

Please use the form on last page of the Bulletin and
send your dues in now. We have to submit a list of

2016 members to National by January 31.
so please send your renewal today.

Thank you for your prompt response.

CAPT Lloyd McBeth USN (RET), Treasurer
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DECEMBER SPEAKER

One young American drafted into the World War
II U.S. Army Air Corps was posted to the Middle
East and Africa, specifically Egypt, Iran, and what
was at the time French Morocco, and he had a series
of interesting experiences. Years later he decided to
return to the area as a tourist determined to see how
things had changed, and his discoveries brought some
real surprises.

The chapter’s December speaker will be member
and past long-time Bulletin editor Col Keith Giles,
USAF-Ret, who will provide an illustrated and fully
narrated travelogue perfect for the Christmas holiday
season and in keeping with the high quality
presentations he has made during past December
luncheon meetings--his photo images are always
beautiful. And in keeping with tradition, members of
Reserve Officers Association (ROA) Chapter #63,
San Jose and perhaps other special guests will be in
attendance.

Keith’s arrival overseas was exciting as his
convoy was attacked by German JU88 bombers as it
entered the Mediterranean; the ship next to his was
hit. His service provided him with training as a
weather observer leading after the war to an advanced
degree in Meteorology at UCLA; in addition, military
service helped him learn that he was a born sightseer
and started him on a lifetime of world travel. Keith
served with the 19th Weather Squadron as a sergeant
in North Africa and Iran in the area called The United
States Armed Forces in the Middle East with
headquarters in Cairo, Egypt.

In 2014 he took a bus tour in Morocco in order to
visit Marrakech, where he was stationed, living in a
tent in an olive grove belonging to one of the Pashas.
The tour started in Casablanca and worked its way
around Morocco with stops at various cities,
including Marrakech, and ended back in Casablanca.

During World War II, Marrakech Menara Airport
was used by the United States Army Air Forces Air
Transport Command as a hub for cargo, transiting
aircraft and personnel and functioned as a stopover en
route to Casablanca Airfield. Today the airport
supports up to fourteen Boeing 737s and four Boeing
747s and handles 2.5 million passengers per year.

According to Keith, “Things had changed in
Marrakech in the 69 years since I had been there. The
only thing I recognized was the main mosque. A
modern city had grown up around the old bazaar
area. I brought some photos I had taken in 1945 but
even the bazaar area looked different to me.”

Earlier in 1988 Keith took a tour of Egypt again
just to see how things had changed. During the war,
when most GIs never left the overseas bases, he
walked around the cities, used the weather jeep to get
to places like Alexandria, Egypt or the Suez Canal,
and even obtained 10-day R&R (Rest &
Recuperation) air trips to Rome and Tel Aviv,
hitchhiking on trucks the British military was
sending around Palestine and Lebanon. He even
managed a 3-day flight to Luxor in Egypt where he
visited Thebes and crossed the West Bank tomb areas
where King Tutankhamun was buried. Cairo is the
capital of Egypt and the largest city in the Middle
East and second-largest in Africa after Lagos. Its
metropolitan area is the 15th largest in the world,
nothing close to what Keith saw in the war years.

After being drafted in 1943 and his discharge in
1946, Col Giles was commissioned a 1st Lieutenant
in the Air Force Reserves, spent 10 years working for
General Mills in Minneapolis primarily on classified
government projects, and then made a career of the
Weather Bureau, ending up in the aviation section of
the Weather Service Forecast Office in Redwood
City. He has become an accomplished cyclist and
computer expert.

As for Iran, irrespective of what positive things
America’s authority on European travel Rick Steves
has said and filmed about that country, Keith says,
“I’m sure I won’t be going back to Abadan, Iran!”
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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NOVEMBER SPEAKER REPORT
National MOAA received a desperate telephone

call from a surviving spouse who lost her husband
three months earlier. She had been confined to her
house, had no access to cash, was out of food, and
was asking for help. She had no knowledge of
household management, personal finance, or how to
deal with her loss and associated problems; her
husband, apparently trying to help her avoid stress
and worry, kept all family business matters to
himself. This is a true story, not an unusual one,
demonstrating that huge numbers of survivors have
no idea what to do or how to do it when a crisis
occurs.

The chapter’s November speaker was Lt. Col.
Shane Ostrom, USAF-Ret, a MOAA military benefits
specialist based in Alexandria, Virginia. He provided
a detailed briefing about the local chapter mission
and responsibilities to the membership, the
importance of the personal affairs function, and
legislative actions likely to impact current and future
military benefits. He explained that a local chapter
was contacted about the new widow’s situation, how
support services were provided, and how over time
the survivor was helped back onto her feet and
stability.

The national MOAA mission is to advocate for a
strong national defense and represent the interests of
military officers and their families at every stage of
their careers, in essence safeguard earned
entitlements through legislation. The chapter’s
bylaws-mandated primary mission is to support
MOAA in these efforts. According to Lt. Col.
Ostrom, “The local chapter is the key to success.
When a member contacts a local senate or
congressional office, mentions MOAA membership,
and asks for a certain action on a pending bill,
something positive is likely to result. The thinking
is--If one member will call there are probably many
others out there with the same concerns.” The
MOAA “One Powerful Voice” will not be heard
without boots on the ground.

The second most important chapter mission is to
care for members by providing comprehensive
general and personal affairs support. “Most members
are not knowledgeable or skilled when it comes to
navigating complex government bureaucracies,”
Ostrom said.  Basically, chapter leaders/specialists

must explain the issues and answer questions
effectively. National MOAA offers a wide variety of
publications free for the asking—see the publications
here http://www1.moaa.org/publications/ and then
telephone (800) 234-6622 to place an order. And the
MOAA staff will provide information and in some
cases training for support.

The year 2016 is going to be very challenging as
legislators in Washington D.C. are targeting military
benefits for significant cost reductions. Lt. Col.
Ostrom told how MOAA has succeeded to date
providing former spouse participation in the Survivor
Benefit Plan (SBP) and influencing reduced cuts to
the commissary stores organization (DECA).
MOAA will be working hard next year to moderate
TRICARE FOR LIFE (TFL) fees—2% gross retired
pay, a consolidation of the Tricare Prime and
Standard programs, rising rates for prescriptions, the
move to a new military retirement plan based on a
corporate 401K model, and bring a sense of fairness
to active duty Basic Allowance for Quarters (BAQ)
—5% reduction coming-- and a pay raise. “In a time
when 99% of the population can’t or won’t enter the
armed forces because of the high risk to careers, life
and limb—the price is too high-- it is just not right to
equate military and civilian careers,” Ostrom noted.
Military personnel deserve a gold standard retirement
plan.

There was a substantial question and answer
period and Lt. Col. Ostrom fielded a large number of
questions, including: (1) will the housing allowance
be adjusted to different cost areas? Yes; (2) will
surviving spouses be able to travel by Space A?
Probably—there has been a recent change to Air
Force regulations which now favors such travel; (3)
because of costs will it be important to shop around
and compare Tricare plans with Medicare Advantage
plans? It’s probably coming to that; (4) will there be
means testing for Tricare? That is not on the table at
this time; (5) what is the best way to
approach/calculate Social Security spousal benefits?
This requires a technical response which can be
complicated—contact a Social Security counselor.

Lt. Col. Ostrom noted that Pentagon people will
often ask MOAA to advocate for a specific issue
when they themselves cannot for political reasons.
Go for it!_______________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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Silicon Valley Military Associations Meetings,
Dates and Times December 2015 Report

AFCEA – Hold Quarterly meetings at the Moffett
Museum and other locations from 1100 – 1300 hours
– normally on the first Wednesday of the month –
Future meetings as follows:
December 17 – This will be a joint meeting with the

Silicon Valley Chapter of MOAA. Please see MOAA
meeting announcement below.
Website:  http://siliconvalley.afceachapters.org/

ROA – Hold Monthly meetings at the Holiday Inn –
1350 North First Street – San Jose – 1130 – 1330
hours – the fourth Saturday of the month (with the
exception of this next meeting which is the third
Saturday of the month)– Future meetings as follows:
December 17 – This will be a joint meeting with the
Silicon Valley Chapter of MOAA. Please see MOAA
meeting announcement below.
January 23 – Speaking at this meeting will be, COL
Stewart Fearon, US Army – the Director Public
Works - Headquarters, 63rd Regional Support
Command, Mt View CA. His presentation will
address the 63rd’s mission which extends far beyond
the California boarder, well into the Central US. This
is a meeting that you will definitely want to attend to
learn more about many of the Army Reserve Centers’
activities!
Website: http://www.roa.org/departments/golden-
west-california-navada/chapters/chapter-63

MOAA – Hold Monthly meetings at the Biltmore
Hotel in Santa Clara – from 1100 – 1330 hours – the
third Thursday of the month – Future meeting as
follows:
December 17- Christmas celebration – This will be a
joint meeting with ROA and AFCEA - The December
speaker will be member and past long-time Bulletin
editor Col Keith Giles, USAF-Ret, who will provide
an illustrated and fully narrated travelogue perfect for
the Christmas holiday season and in keeping with the
high quality presentations he has made during past
December luncheon meetings--his photo images are
always beautiful.
January 21, 2016 – Our speaker is SVC MOAA
member LCDR Tom Winant, USN (RET), who will
                             ......contd pg 6
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tell the history of Moffett Federal Airfield from its
inception as a Naval Air Station in the days of the
giant airships to its ongoing work supporting
astronautics and space exploration. Lighter than Air
to Faster than Sound. That is the story of Moffett
Federal Airfield and the story is well told in the small
cluster of Butler Buildings that are Moffett Field
Museum at Bldg. 126.
Website: http://svcmoaa.org/

Navy League – Hold periodic meetings usually at the
Palo Alto Elks Lodge (4249 El Camino Real) or the
Moffe% Field Museum – usually the second Tuesday
of the month  – Future meetings as follows:
January 14 – The speaker will be LTJG Emily
Morrow, selected as CG District 11 Outstanding
Junior Officer of the Year for her work in direction of
drug smuggling interdiction. It will provide an
excellent insight into the maritime law enforcement
realm.
Website:  http://santaclaranavyleague.org/

AFA – Hold periodic meetings usually at the Moffett
Field Museum – from 1130 – 1300 hours.
Future date, topic and location still being planned –
Please stay tuned
 Website: http://www.afasanjose.org/

AOC – Hold periodic meetings at various locations in
the Silicon Valley.
Future date, topic and location still being planned –
Please stay tuned
Contact: Mr. Bob Simmen (rsimmen4@gmail.com)
for more information or…
Website: www.goldcrows.org

AUSA – Hold periodic meetings at various locations
in the Silicon Valley – None Scheduled currently.
Contact: rostenberg@comcast.net

1st Marine Division Association
- 1st Marine Division Association-Silicon Valley
Chapter, which meets at the Moffett Museum, 1000,
the 4th Saturday each month. All Marines and Navy
Corpsmen welcome.
Contact:  mikewelsh53@hotmail.com

OUR NEW PRESIDENT

CAPT Gil Borgardt, USNR (RET), has been
elected president and will lead the chapter in 2016.

All other officer and director candidates
presented at the annual meeting November 19th
were elected without opposition. The installation of
officers will take place at the upcoming December
luncheon meeting.

CAPT Borgardt, currently Director, Financial
Planning and Personnel Development, was born in
Los Angeles, attended California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo, and entered flight
training in February 1955.

Early in his Navy career he completed two Med
cruises (Cold War days) in the late 1950’s and later
participated in weapons development at VX5 in the
early 1960’s. He was selected and served as
Aide/Flag LT to COMOPTEVFOR. He later
deployed to the Med and participated in the events
surrounding the shooting up of the USS Liberty.

Late in his Navy service CAPT Borgardt was
transferred to the TAR program and completed his
career as Commanding Officer, Naval Reserve
Center, Treasure Island. Today he and his wife
Karen live in Burlingame and operate a business
managing condominiums.

And he’s off to a fast start having represented
the chapter at the MOAA California Council of
Chapters (CALMOAA) November 8-10 2015
annual meeting in San Luis Obispo.
__________________
SOURCE: Biography



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:   $30.00    $______(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to
above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 8 Dec.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 17 Dec Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mailto: LTCJayCraddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dec 2015




