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Board Meetings Are Open To All Members
Board Minutes Are Available To Members From The Secretary

PRESIDENT: CAPT Paul Barrish USN 
408-356-7531
1st Vice President: LTC Mike Sampognaro USAF 
408-779-7389
2nd Vice President: LTC Jay Craddock USAF 
650-968-0446
Secretary: COL Warren Enos AUS 
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CDR V.A. Eagye USN 408-733-3177
COL Keith Giles USAF 408-244-9401
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   Mrs Patricia Pogue Auxiliary 650-948-4303
Chaplain
   Chaplain Fred Tittle USMC 609-802-3492
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
   LTC Mike Sampognaro USAF 408-779-7389
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
  CDR Al Mouns USN 408-257-5629
Programs
   LTC Jesse Craddock USAF 650-968-0446
ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark USA 408-267-0135
CAL-MOAA/ROA Liaison
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
Membership/Recruitment
   COL Warren B. Enos AUS 408-245-2217
Scholarship
   CAPT Paul Barrish USN 408-356-7531
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   CDR V.A. Eagye USN 408-733-3177
Web Master
   LTC Mike Sampognaro USAF 408-779-7389
Sergeant-at-Arms
   LTC Neil Miles USAF 408-929-1142
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COL Keith Giles

ohsix@bikerider.com

The Chapter Board meets at 129th Support Group, 
Bldg 653

Moffett Federal Airfield
through the courtesy of

COL STEVE BUTOW, CO

“The Bulletin” is published eleven times annually
by the Silicon Valley Chapter, MOAA

P.O. BOX 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047

Corner of Wescoat Rd and Wescoat Ct
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Volume IX Issue 11 December 2012

6 Dec Board Meeting 10:00 AM
20 Dec Luncheon 11:00 AM

3 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
17 Jan SCU ROTC 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

20 December 2012

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Col. Keith Giles, USAF (Ret)

Cycling in Slovenia, Austria, and Germany

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Many thanks to those of you who have already renewed.
If you have not renewed, this may be your last Bulletin.

Please renew ASAP.

HAvEN’t BEEN AttENDING 
LUNCHEONS?

See what you’re missing!
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SvC WEB SItES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

tRICARE SERvICE CENtER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

thought For the Month

A successful executive is one who 
can delegate all the responsibility, 
shift all the blame, and appropriate 
all the credit. B

REPORtING DEAtHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retiree Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

PRESIDENt’S PERSPECtIvE

C ommunication to and from 
our members is vital to the 

health and viability of our chapter. 
There are nominally 200 of us who 
receive this monthly report and 
about 20% who gather at monthly 
lunch meetings. Seems the 80/20 
rule is overcome by providing this 
document 

Thanks to the SVC Bulletin 
editor, Keith Giles, and the 
eBulletin editor, Neil Miles, for 
their exemplary service in keeping 
us informed and aware of what this 
organization is doing and how we 
are serving members, auxiliaries 
and veterans. The two bulletins 
are similar and share some content 
but distinct in style:  The eBulletin 
doesn’t have the same space 

limitations and 
focuses on that part 
of our membership 
which accesses 
information on the 
“screen,” linking to 

other internet resources mentioned 
in the articles. 

For members who have 
internet access, both print and 
eBulletins are posted on the www 
at siliconvalleymoaa.org

We seek input from chapter 
members for topics in the bulletins; 
if you have an article meriting 
publication please submit it for 
consideration by the editors.  

Communication needs to be 
two way for this organization to 
flourish; PLEASE take a minute 
to contact either the editors, 
me, or any board member with 
what you feel could improve our 
communication to benefit you 
and others in the chapter. B

Paul

DECEMBER SPEAKER

T he chapter’s December 
speaker will be Col. Keith 

Giles, USAF (Ret), who will pres-
ent an illustrated travelogue. As per 
custom, the chapter has invited the 
officers and members of Reserve 
Officers Association (ROA) Chap-
ter #63, San Jose, to join in the fes-
tivities.

The starting point for the cycling 
adventure was in Ljubljana, the 
capital of Slovenia, where, unusual 
for him, he joined an organized 
group. Normally he travels solo.
The group biked northward 
through Slovenia, did a quick 
in-and-out of northeastern Italy, 
and the tour ended in Carinthia, 
the southernmost Austrian state, 
located in the Eastern Alps.

At this point, Keith left his 
cycling group and toured alone.
His route in Austria was basically 
following rivers, not always as flat 
as he anticipated. The rivers were 
the Enns, the Danube, and the Inn. 
His trip ended at Dachau, one of 
the infamous Nazi concentration 
camps, near Munich, Germany - a 
sobering end.

Today’s Slovenia was formed 
after the collapse of the former 
Yugoslavia and is bounded by Italy 
on the west, Austria on the north, 
Hungary on the east, and Croatia 
on the south.

As for the northeast portion of 
Italy, the region of Friuli-Venezia 
Giulia is one of Italy’s smallest. 
Over time it has been part of 
various neighboring countries.

And chapter members will see 
some gorgeous photos as Keith 
provides a detailed narrative of 
this extraordinary cycling trip. B

Source: December Speaker 
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vADM RYAN’S vISIt

S even board members and 
others met with VADM Nor-

bert Ryan, Jr., USN (RET), Presi-
dent, Military Officers Association 
of America, and his wife at an Oc-
tober luncheon at the Santa Clara 
Biltmore Hotel. Admiral Ryan has 
been visiting chapters in order to 
brief chapter leaders on a variety of 
business and management issues.

According to Ryan 2013 is 
going to be a challenging year for 
the economy. “The budget deficit 
is approximately $16-17 trillion 
and there are likely to be serious 
cuts to federal programs, impacting 
the MOAA legislative agenda.” 
The “One Powerful Voice” concept 
will be more important than ever. 
Although national membership totals 
have been increasing somewhat, 
chapter memberships have been 
declining about 16-17% annually. 
There will be greater focus on 
chapter membership and he outlined 
new strategies for attracting serving 
officers to local chapters.

Beginning in January 2013, 
serving officers under the age of 35 
will be offered a no cost electronic 
membership in order to acquaint 
them with the association and its 

work, which could result in an 
expanded paid membership base. 
It is hoped that this new group will 
replace declining WWII member 
losses. “If we engage these younger 
officers now,” Admiral Ryan 
continued, “we will build a pool of 
potential members who, when they 
are released from active service, will 
know who we are and will become 
long-term paid members.”

At present the typical chapter 
member is in the age range 45-95 but 
it is the second career officer who is 
most likely to participate fully and 
actively work to accomplish the 
MOAA mission. As the focus builds 
on increasing chapter membership 
numbers, new support programs will 
come into play, an appeal will be 
finalized, the national database will 
be improved, means of contacting 
prospective new members will be 
provided, and resource assistance 
will be offered. Some of the current 
initiatives, namely the magazine 
cover-wrap membership invitation, 
postcards to be sent in support of 
certain legislation, special programs 
such as the Gold Bar program, and 
advances in the use of technology 
were all mentioned

Admiral Ryan had some very 

positive things to say about the 
current administration, including 
“It was Congress that saved the all-
volunteer force in part by moving the 
Guard and Reserves to an operational 
force status; there is a new GI Bill; 
some very good concessions were 
made for widows and disabled 
veterans.” He provided ideas about 
appropriate chapter priorities for 
2013 and beyond, how the MOAA 
message might be brought to others, 
appropriate legislative issues to 
consider for introduction into the 
state legislature in Sacramento, and 
how potentially damaging impacts 
of the Joint Ethics Regulation might 
be neutralized.  

The big message was the coming 
economic challenges and how 
everyone will need to work together 
to protect earned entitlements. 
“It will be important to lead by 
example,” Admiral Ryan advised, 
“and that means adopting the 
concept of servant leadership.”   B

Source: VADM Norbert Ryan, Jr.

LOOKING FOR MARY
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 
accompanied her husband, MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for Space.

A fter what seemed an in-
terminable length of time, 

Nasdek returned, not with Mary, not 
with a jeep, not with a horse, but a 
donkey. Mary was gone, he said. 
She had ridden her horse back down 
to Hamadan on the back side of the 
mountain trail, he said, and there 

Continued on Page 4

Hangar One - Moffett Federal Airfield
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were no other horses in the village. 
Now there was nothing to do but 
climb on that donkey with Cragin in 
my arms and here we went zigzag-
ging through the night as Naskek 
banged first this side of the donkey 
and then that side with the suitcase 
to keep him on the road.

Late that night we finally passed 
through Mary’s village and on up the 
hill to her house. The servants were 
very surprised to have strangers 
come wandering in at such an hour, 
but they led us up the outside stone 
stairs to a second floor which had 
three bedrooms. Nargess was asleep 
in one with a bagee on a cot beside 
her; the second room was empty, 
but the third had a cot. I tucked 
Cragin fast asleep into the cot and 
scrunched in beside him. When the 
bagee closed the door I asked her 
to leave it open but she said oh, no, 
that the wolves would get us. So 
after she left I got up and opened the 
door, but in the morning I found it 
closed again.

The next morning Mary sent a 
note up from Hamadan saying that 
she hoped we had arrived safely 
and that she would be up late that 
afternoon. Cragin and I were both 
starved, but there was only tea and 
bread and some strawberry jam. I 
persuaded the bagee to go down to 
the village and get some eggs and 
Nargess joined us for our breakfast 
of tea, bread, and one egg each. With 
her Swiss father and her Iranian half 
American mother, Nargess was an 
exceptionally beautiful little girl 
and she and Cragin had immediately 
taken to each other.

The house was crudely made but 
had a charm about it with its outside 
roughly cut double stone stairways 
curving down in two arcs from the 

second floor. On the first floor was 
the usual dark gloomy kitchen but 
the other room was a large, light, 
cheerfully decorated room with 
a fireplace at one end and a long 
library table in the middle.

The next day the bagee managed 
to rustle up a little more food and 
we had chicken and rice for lunch 
and chicken and potatoes for dinner. 
Cragin and Nargess and I climbed 
the hills behind the house where we 
could look down not only on the 
village but the whole valley. The 
large hilly fields of wheat were all 
cultivated by hand and beyond the 
fields was a beautiful walnut grove. 
The children had fun playing with 
some baby chicks and a baby calf 
and looking for strawberries in a 
patch almost ready to bear. Later in 
the afternoon we walked down the 
hill and through the village, which 
was about as grim and desolate as 
Majid’s Bakhtiar village. It was 
built on shale on which nothing 
grew but the mud huts of the drab 
and unsmiling peasants.

And still Mary did not come. 
I decided that something serious 
must have happened to her and 
began to figure out how Cragin and 
I could get back down to Hamadan 
and then home to Tehran in time 
for our farewell reception. B

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

Mt UMUNHUM

T he Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District Board 

decided October 17, 2012 to retain 
the radar tower atop Mt. Umunhum 
for a period of five years.

The Board wanted to complete 

an environmental restoration and 
public access project, turning 
the area into a regional park and 
removing all Air Force buildings, 
including the radar tower, in the 
process. Many people asked that 
the tower be retained as a memorial 
to Air Force personnel who served 
there and for other reasons; others 
asked that the tower be removed in 
part because it marred the beauty of 
the mountain.

 Silicon Valley Chapter board 
members entered the fray early by 
deciding to lobby in favor of the 
tower. CAPT Paul Barrish, USN 
(RET), chapter president, made 
an impassioned plea on behalf of 
chapter members at a public fact-
finding hearing. The board sent 
a formal letter of support. Some 
members contacted the Open 
Space District Board directly and 
delivered a personal message. 
Hundreds of Peninsula and South 
County people acted in favor of 
and against Open Space District 
proposals.

 There were a number of issues 
involved but it seems the final 
decision was made about funding 
cleanup and maintenance of the area, 
specifically repairing the tower, 
and time has now been allocated 
to raise needed funds. Perhaps 
through a system of partnerships 
and the support of major corporate 
donors the radar tower can be 
saved into the far future. B

Adapted From Local News Media 

BAtAAN DEAtH MARCH

L ieutenant Colonel John Tao, 
USA, Chair and Professor of 
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Continued on Page 6

AUXILIARY CORNER

W e have already gone through 
much of the personal affairs 

process when our spouses died. 
Now we have to arrange our own af-
fairs to help our families when our 
time comes.

We tend to postpone actions 
along this line, figuring we have 
plenty of time. Some say that will 
be their children’s problem. Others 
don’t want to think about it, because 
it seems like an insurmountable 
task. Some have started a system 
of putting labels on items selected 
to leave to various recipients. Older 
folks downsize and try to get their 
children to take favorite items prior 
to breaking up the household, but 
many are finding their cherished 
items are not wanted. Others feel 
that moving is too much work and 
resent their children when they have 
to move and potentially give away 
their possessions. If you eventually 
have to move to be near family, 
make the transition while you can 
still make your own decisions and 
arrangements.

Make sure you have a will, and 
try to anticipate probate by adding 
an executor to your financial 
accounts in advance. Double check 
your accounts to ensure you have 
the correct form of ownership/
survivorship and beneficiaries 
established. Everyone should have 
a medical power of attorney given 

Military Science, Santa Clara Uni-
versity, announced that a number 
of Bronco Battalion ROTC cadets 
will travel to New Mexico and par-
ticipate in the 24th Annual Bataan 
Memorial Death March in March 
15-17, 2013.The Bataan Memorial 
Death March is a challenging march 
through the high desert of White 
Sands Missile Range, conducted in 
honor of the service members who 
defended the Philippine Islands dur-
ing World War II. It attracts partici-
pants from around the world.

These soldiers were responsible 
for the defense of the islands of 
Luzon, Corregidor and the harbor 
defense forts of the Philippines. 
They fought in a malaria-infested 
region, surviving on half or quarter 
rations with little or no medical 
help. They fought with outdated 
equipment and virtually no air 
power. On April 9, 1942, tens of 
thousands of American and Filipino 
soldiers surrendered to Japanese 
forces. The Americans were Army, 
Army Air Corps, Navy and Marines, 
and National Guard. They were 
marched for days in the scorching 
heat through the Philippine jungles. 
Thousands died. Those who 
survived faced the hardships of a 
prisoner of war camp. Others were 
wounded or killed when U.S. air 
and naval forces sank unmarked 
enemy ships transporting prisoners 
of war to Japan.

Cadets have a choice between 
two routes: The Green (full) route is 
the full 26.2-mile Bataan Memorial 
Death March. Awards are presented 
to the top two finishers in each 
category. Those marching the 26.2 
miles will be able to experience, in 
part, what Soldiers endured during 
their long forced trek through the 

Philippines. The Blue (honorary) 
route is 14.2 miles in length. This 
shorter march is designed for 
participants who would like to 
memorialize Bataan but do not wish 
to march the full 26.2-mile route. 

There are no awards given for this 
shorter march.

Santa Clara University sent two 
teams last year, a light and a heavy 
team. Each team was made up of 
five cadets who marched the 26.2 
and 14.2 miles, with the heavy team 
carrying rucksacks weighing 35 
pounds. Cadets placed 2nd in the 
light category and 7th in the heavy 
category.

In most cases cadets undergo a 
field experience which helps build 
character, strengthens mental agility, 
challenges physical condition, and 
offers the kinds of experiences 
which can help develop a solid 
leadership capability. Some cadets 
find it difficult to meet trip expenses;  
LTC Tao says, “A donation in 
any amount is truly appreciated.” 
Chapter members who would like to 
contribute a donation to the Bronco 
Battalion cadets are encouraged to 
send a check made out to Silicon 
Valley Chapter-MOAA and 
designated for Bataan Death March 
to CAPT Lloyd D. McBeth, USN 
(RET), Treasurer, 498 Bancroft 

Street, Santa Clara, CA 95051, 
telephone 1-408-241-3514, e-mail 
macndonna@mindspring.com. B

Source: LTC John Tao
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to a relative, or a responsible party, 
to cover legalities of medical care. 
Your nearest military legal office 
provides dependents with help 
in setting up a will and powers of 
attorney, so check for walk-in dates 
and times. To find out more visit the 
website www.moaa.org/estate.

With age comes a greater risk 
of diminished mental capacity, so 
it’s important for families to step 
in and manage the care for aging 
parents. This is an unpleasant 
subject to consider. However, a little 
preparation in advance will smooth 
the way families react and handle 
the stress, and we will know we 
have done what we could to leave a 
good memory.

Of special interest to military 
survivors are the Personal Affairs 
Action Guide, Turning the Corner, 
the Survivor’s Checklist, and the 
Auxiliary Checklist. To download 
these publications, visit www.moaa.
org/infoexchange. To purchase a 
hard copy of these publications, call 
MOAA’s Member Service Center 
(800) 234-MOAA (6622). B

Source:  The Affiliate

PRESIDENtS’ SYMPOSIUM

T hree chapter representatives, 
CAPT Paul Barrish, USN 

(RET), president; Lt. Col. Michael 
Sampognaro, USAF-Ret, 1st vice 
president; and CWO4 Patrick Clark, 
USA (RET), went to Las Vegas in 
September for a 3-day meeting. The 
California Council of Chapters exec-
utive committee and annual meetings 
were held in conjunction with nation-
al MOAA’s 13-state Western Region 
Chapter Presidents’ Symposium.

The purpose of the symposium 

was to review effective chapter 
management techniques and to 
help leaders meet the membership 
challenges facing the chapter system. 
There were management workshops 
for the presidents and vice presidents 
as well as member recruitment and 
The Officer Placement Service 
(TOPS) workshops for others. 

Symposium costs were paid by 
national MOAA, with the exception 
of travel expenses; the chapter 
assisted with air transportation costs 
for representatives to a maximum of 
$200 each.

At Thursday’s meeting CAL-
MOAA gave affiliated chapter 
presidents an opportunity to chart 
a future strategy for the Council. 
Members adopted a new bylaws 
document, reorganized area director 
assignments, and settled on a 
one vote per chapter policy. The 
remainder of the day was dedicated 
to a MOAA partner and exhibitor 
display and presentations, as well as 
a dinner.

On Friday, sessions provided 
membership/marketing and Council 
and Chapter Affairs updates as 
well as information about the 
DoD State Liaison Office., plus a 
memangement session. Information 
was provided about the Auxiliary 
Advisory Committee, benefits 
issues, and Employer Support 
for the Guard and Reserve. The 

BENEFItS SURvEY

C apt. Bud Schneeweis, USCG-
Ret., director of MOAA’s 

Benefits Information and Financial 
Education Department, provides a 
comprehensive overview on pend-
ing legislation, as well as informa-
tion on TRICARE and Medicare, 
the Survivor Benefit Program, De-
pendency and Indemnity Compen-
sation, and more.

National MOAA might be willing 
to send a BIFE representative to 
speak at a future luncheon meeting, 
but only if there is sufficient interest 
on the part of chapter members. If 
you would like to have a Benefits 
speaker visit the chapter, contact 
Lt. Col. Jay Craddock, USAF-Ret, 
Program Chair, (650) 968-0446. B

Source: MOAA BIFE Department

remainder of the day provided 
principles related to the membership 
challenge and the TOPS program. 
The evening Chapter Presidents’ 
Dinner featured a senior National 
Guard officer keynote speaker from 
one of the western states.

MOAA officials provided 
a briefing on the association’s 
purposes with a focus on legislative 
achievements. Recruitment and 
retention continues a high priority. 
In 2013 special opportunities will 
be presented to national members 
who are not local chapter members 
to join a chapter and participate 
fully. 

Saturday morning was dedicated 
mostly to a legislative update 
and a session on improving 
chapter communications. B
Source: MOAA Symposium Schedule



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve_____ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer____Widow(er)_____ 

National MOAA Member____When did you join SVC_MOAA or PROC?____________

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.

This Space For Rent
Contact

Lt Col Neil Miles
15770 E. Alta Vista Way

San Jose, CA 95127-1735
njmlem@gmail.com

Michael Sampognaro
LTC USAF(RET)

1645 San Pedro Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
www.morganhillcellars.com
408 779 7389 Fax 408 779 9083 michael@morganhillcellars.com



----------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------------------------------Cut Here----------------------------

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
December 2012

                              LOCAtION – BILtMORE HOtEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANtA CLARA, CA
DIRECtIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERvAtION FORM****
Deadline to reach SvC no later than 14 December

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00
times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   20 December Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS, USO, or  an 
undesignated donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN-SvC

Mail to: LtC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERvE IN tHE NAME OF:  ____________________________
telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENt
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

Don’t forget 
to renew!!
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