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1 Dec Board Meeting 10:00 AM
15 Dec Luncheon 11:00 AM

5 Jan Board Meeting 10:00 AM
19 Jan TBA 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

15 December 2011

COL Keith Giles

Cycling in France

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

Check your label to see if it says 2011 or 2012. If you 
don’t renew, January 2012 will be your last Bulletin.

Auxiliaries - remember to send in the renewal form 
if you want to continue to receive the Bulletin.

It’s a big help if you get your renewals in early!
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is www.
siliconvalleymoaa.org. You 

can also get to it from the national 
MOAA site: Put the cursor over 
Community, then click on Chapters 
and Councils, Council/Chapter Lo-
cator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chap-
ter. From there you may link over 
to our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

When cannibals ate a missionary, 
they got a taste of religion. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

DECEMBER SPEAKER

T he chapter’s December 
speaker will be Bulletin edi-

tor, Col. Keith Giles, USAF (Ret), 
who completed a trip of some 420 
miles from the Atlantic to the Med-
iterranean. He returns for another 
of his popular holiday season illus-
trated travelogues. And the chapter 
will continue the tradition of mak-
ing the December luncheon a joint 
meeting with Reserve Officers As-
sociation (ROA) Chapter #63.

 He rode from the Atlantic 
to the Mediterranean following 
a river, the Garonne, as far as 
Toulouse. Then switched and 
followed the Canal du Midi to the 
Mediterranean Sea, The Canal du 
Midi runs from Toulouse down to 
the Mediterranean port of Sete.

The Canal du Midi was built 
to serve as a shortcut between the 
Atlantic and the Mediterranean, 
avoiding the long sea voyage 
around hostile Spain, Barbary 
Pirates, and a trip that in the 
17th century took a full month to 
complete. 

The December luncheon will 
include the chapter’s annual 
meeting which involves a short 
period for the election of officers 
and conduct of other business. It’s 
going to be a time to celebrate the 
holiday season together, experience 
the camaraderie of the officer’s 
club, enjoy a delightful buffet 
luncheon, and in a vicarious way 
ride with Keith Giles on his cycle 
trip through the South of France. B

Source: Speaker  

OCTOBER SPEAKER

T he chapter’s October speaker 
was Andrew Hughan who 

provided a description of Afghani-
stan today; details of his experienc-
es as a civilian contractor serving 
near Jalalabad; and probable out-
comes of American intervention. 
His current job is Public Affairs 
Director for the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game.

He began the assignment in 
Kabul as a news director with 
specific tasks to recruit, equip, 
train, and deploy a number of 
Afghan journalists who would 
report and distribute news to the 
Afghan media. Andrew discovered 
quickly that the region is unstable, 
with a president put in place by 
the CIA, little or no infrastructure, 
constant danger from the Taliban, 
al Qaeda and other militants, and 
massive corruption at all levels of 
government and civil society.

Andrew provided a description 
and photos of his process to 
locate 14 journalist candidates, 
complete background checks, 
arrange employment, complete 
an orientation, and assign them 
to one of the 7 provinces in his 
jurisdiction. The new journalists 
were paid $1,000 a month 
(national average $300) plus 
expenses, equipped with $15,000 
in equipment which included 
an Apple computer, JVC video 
camera, Panasonic still camera, a 
tripod, and satellite transmission 
hookup devices. Andrew would 
assign the new journalists a story, 
assign them to a team, have them 
seek out and report the news, edit 
videos, transmit them for approval, 
and then disseminate the story to 
the Afghan news media. The work 

It’s Renewal Time!!
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was difficult because, although the 
native people were kind, loving and 
generous, they were often very bad, 
selfish, and constantly begging, 
displaying an entitlement attitude.

The facility in Jalalabad was not 
the best. “The house was ugly, an 
Internet fee of $4,000 per month, 
we had a water cistern, and cultural 
sensitivity was an issue,” Andrew 
said. “The Taliban will decide the 
end game in the current conflict; 
it will be up to the Afghan people 
to determine what the future will 
be like. Coalition deadlines are 
meaningless, and the corruption 
has to stop.” The Afghan people, 
value freedom, but it will be up 
to them to make it happen. B

Source: Speaker

RETIREE ACTIVITIES 
OFFICE

C APT Bob French, USN (RET), 
and his colleague, CAPT At-

tilio Serafini, USN (RET), are spe-
cialists ready to provide counsel, 
advice, referrals, and resources to 
retired armed forces personnel, and 
good contacts to have in a time of 
need. Retired personnel and their 
family members are entitled to cer-
tain rights, benefits, and privileges. 

Almost daily, the RAO is visited 
by surviving family members 
unaware of documentation required 
to receive benefits offered by the 
Federal Government. The trauma 
of losing a mate, father, or mother; 
conflicting and confusing advice by 
well-meaning friends and relatives; 
and/or the lack of immediate 
availability of the necessary 

documentation causes delay. This 
can result in additional stress and 
sometimes expense to the survivors.

RAO volunteers provide quality 
service for retirees, veterans, 
military family members, and 
separating active duty members 
through counseling, claims 
assistance, casualty assistance, and 
military benefits. It really makes 
sense to drop by and visit with Bob 
or Attilio in order to establish a 
working relationship and determine 
the specifics of assistance provided, 
- do it well before there is some kind 
of crisis situation.

All retirees and their families are 
encouraged to use these services 
to save time and money as well 
as provide peace of mind. The 
following are some of the major 
services provided:  Individual 
briefings on benefits such as the 
Survivor Benefits Plan; assistance 
with making notifications and 
submitting claims, such as reporting 
a death to financial and other 
institutions or a claim for life 
insurance; referrals to Medicare, 
Social Security, or TRICARE; and, 
in some cases, certain pre-legal 
guidance, such as information about 
Retirees’ rights under the “Uniform 
Services Former Spouses Protection 
Act” (PL 97-252). Bob has the 
latest telephone numbers for all the 
agencies and offices that need to be 
contacted when there is an incident.

The Retiree Affairs Office (RAO) 
is located at Moffett Federal Airfield 
Bldg. 587 on Wescoat Court, corner 
of Wescoat Road and Wescoat 
Court, adjacent to the TRICARE 
offices. The local telephone 
number is (650) 603-8047. B

CAPT Bob French, USN (RET) 
Continued on Page 4

BENEFICIARY 

D efense Finance and Ac-
counting Service asks mili-

tary retirees to designate an arrears-
of-pay beneficiary and update their 
designation as often as necessary. A 
lot of retirees procrastinate on plan-
ning for the day they die, according 
to DFAS officials, but neglecting to 
prepare for the future can cause fi-
nancial hardship for the people re-
tirees care about most.

All military retirees should 
check the back page of their most 
recent Retiree Account Statements 
to make sure the AOP beneficiaries 
listed for their accounts are indeed 
the people they want to receive their 
final prorated paychecks.

Retirees can choose anyone, 

from family members to friends 
to associates, to be their AOP 
beneficiary; however, if they do not 
designate someone, the payment 
of any money that remains in their 
retirement account at the time of 
death could be greatly delayed. It 
can take many months to locate a 
retiree’s survivors, identify who is 
legally entitled to their pay, and then 
make the payment. Fortunately, this 
situation is easy to prevent, said 
officials.

To designate or change an AOP 
beneficiary, retirees should:

1. Complete a Designation of 
Beneficiary Information Form (DD 
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CENTRAL COAST CEMETERY
The chapter’s board in October 

voted unanimously to contribute 
$500 in support of the Central Coast 
Cemetery Foundation and do it in 
honor of CAPT Gordon Nakagawa, 
USN (RET).

CAPT Nakagawa, a long time 
MOAA national and Monterey 
County Chapter member, had been 
a strong advocate, advisor, and 
planner for the cemetery and various 
support groups. In 1968 Nakagawa 
was flying bombing missions over 
Vietnam. On a subsequent tour of 
duty in Vietnam, Nakagawa’s plane 
was brought down and he became 
a “guest” of the North Vietnamese 
at the infamous Hanoi Hilton. 
Nakagawa called on his training and 
the shared experiences of previous 
POWs to survive his stay. CAPT 
Nakagawa passed away Aug 23, 
2011 following a battle with cancer.

In order to provide veterans and 
their families with a final resting 
place that honors their achievements 
and sacrifices on behalf of our 
nation, the Central Coast State 

Veteran’s Cemetery Nonprofit 
Corporation’s mission is to honor 
those who have served the cause of 
Freedom by providing the funds for 
the perpetual upkeep, maintenance 
and enhancements for the Central 
Coast State Veteran’s Cemetery at 
the former Fort Ord Army Base.

The projected cemetery site 
encompasses gently rolling hills 
with the natural beauty of Monterey 
Bay. When completed, the cemetery 
will be serving all veterans, but 
will be most convenient for the 
approximate 100,000 veterans and 
their families that live within the 
service area of the four-county 75-
mile radius - Monterey, Santa Cruz, 
San Benito and Santa Clara.

The Federal Government will 
grant federal funds to build the 
cemetery but will not fund the 
maintenance. The state must accept 
the responsibility of maintaining 
the cemetery. State funds are not 
available until a workable solution 
can be made. It remains in the 
hands of the Veterans to commit to 
this project. Donations are accepted 
for memorial plaques. Gifts of 
any amount, large or small, are 
gratefully acknowledged.

Chapter members who would like 
to send a tax-deductible donation to 
this cause should send a check to Lt. 
Col. Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf 
Lane, Los Altos, CA 94022-5809 B

Source: Board Minutes

Form 2894) available at www.dfas.
mil/dfas/retiredmilitary.

2. Sign and date the form. 
(Unsigned and undated forms will 
not be processed.)

3. Mail the form to DFAS U.S. 
Military Retired Pay P.O. Box 7130 
London, KY 40742-7130, or fax it 
to 800-469-6559.

Retirees can use the steps above to 
notify DFAS if a beneficiary’s name 
or contact information changes. B

AF Afterburner

ID CARDS

A s part of a campaign to pro-
tect military-issued identi-

fication cardholders from identity 
theft, officials are continuing to 

Please RENEW if you 
haven’t already done so.

issue cards with new, unique ID 
numbers.

Officials say that when current 
cards expire, they will be replaced 
with new cards having a Department 
of Defense ID number printed in 
the Social Security number field. 
Besides the DOD ID number, 
beneficiaries will have a DOD 
benefits number printed on their 
card.

Although retiree ID cards do not 
have an actual expiration date, there 
is a Medicare eligibility date printed 
on the card’s back side. If that date 
is too long to wait, or it has already 
passed, retirees can get a new card 
when their dependent’s card expires. 
If they have no dependents, or it is 
too long to wait, they can contact an 
ID card issuing facility to arrange 
for a new card at anytime.

Every DOD ID card will have 
a DOD ID number printed on 
it. Dependent ID cards will not 
have the DOD ID number of their 
sponsor, but have their own number.

The Social Security number will 
continue to be in the bar codes for 
now; however, the SSN Reduction 
Plan calls for number removal from 
bar codes beginning in 2012.

To determine the nearest facility, 
visit www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/
appj/site?execution=e1s1. Call in 
advance to verify hours and current 
documentation requirements. B

AF Afterburner

TRAINING SERVICES FOR 
VETERANS

T he Veterans’ Employment-Related 
Assistance Program (VEAP) pro-

vides customized job search and voca-
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Continued on Page 6

Check your label. Hope it says 
2012. The January issue will 
be your last if you haven’t 
renewed by mid-December.

OBITUARY
Mrs. June Hamilton, wife of CDR 
Bruce Hamilton, died on 19 Oct 
2011. Her husband and a daughter, 
Candy Langford of Tucson, AZ, 
survive her. She dedicated herself to 
community service and remained an 
active volunteer until the end. B

BATH AT THE HAMMAM
Note: Chapter Auxiliary Mrs. Lynn 
Prescott offers memories when she 
accompanied her husband MAJ 
Dana Prescott, USA, a military 
attaché, to Iran in 1948-51. Edited 
for space.

O ne day a friend and I decided 
we should find out for our-

selves what a bath at the hammam 
(a Turkish bath, the Turkish variant 
of a sauna, distinguished by a fo-
cus on water, as opposed to steam) 
would be like. We knew we were to 
bring our own soap and shampoo 
and henna (a flowering plant used 
since antiquity to dye skin, hair, fin-
gernails, leather and wool) and egg. 
We bought what looked like dried 
crumbled spinach leaves wrapped in 
little packets of newspaper. Henna 
was used a lot. It is supposed to be 
good for the skin and hair and nails 
as well as being attractive. On any-
one with white or light hair it came 
out flaming red, on dark hair it glint-
ed in the sunlight. Shepherds used it 
to mark their flocks, each having his 
own particular spot to dab ready for 
identification. They also sometimes 
used henna on their horses and don-
keys and once I saw a hennaed dog.

The attendant led us to a “room” 
sectioned off with drab curtains and 
there we waited for something to 
happen. And waited. It seemed we 
were supposed to call them when 
we were ready and since we didn’t 
call, they didn’t come. Eventually 
a woman was able to make us 
understand the protocol and when 
we were ready, that is, nude in came 
a dried up little old lady, also stark 
naked. She reminded me of the old 
joke about a man trying to buy a 
brassiere for his wife:  “What size do 
you want?” “I don’t know.” “Well, 

tional training assistance to veterans who 
are unemployed or underemployed. This 
program targets, but is not limited to, re-
cently separated veterans released from 
active duty within the past 48 months.

VEAP services include:
**Assistance in navigating the 

transition from the military to civilian 
workforce.

**One-on-one job search 
coaching.

**Job search skills training 
includucing interviewing prep, resume 
development, networking, etc.

**Soft skills training in 
communication, team building, 
problem-solving.

**Short-term Vocational Training 
or On-the-Job Training (OJT).

**Job placement assistance.
**Supportive services, as 

needed.
**Follow up services to facilitate 

job-retention for customers who 
successfully complete the program 
with employment.

For more Information about the 
VEAP program, contact:

Maggie Morales· (408) 774-
5421 • VEAP@novaworks.org B
CONNECT Job Seeker Center. 420 
S. Pastoria, Sunnyvale, CA 94086

is she the size of a grapefruit?” “Oh, 
no!” “An orange?” “No.” “An egg?” 
“Yeah, fried!”

This little woman had strips of 
breasts that flapped almost to her 
waist. She was small but mighty 
and started scrubbing us down with 
what felt like a Brillo pad. She used 
up large globs of the shampoo we 
had brought with no thought of 
trying to keep it out of our eyes and 
ears.

Then time for the henna. She 
broke the egg into a little metal 
bowl, whipped it into froth with 
her gnarly fingers, and stirred in the 
henna. This she slapped on to our 
heads with careless abandon. I was 
sure we were going to go home with 
hennaed ears and neck and face with 
strips down our bodies. Definitely, 
we were well hennaed and glowing 
all over by the time we finally made 
our escape.

The henna scarcely showed on 
Lydia’s black hair and even my 
brown hair it didn’t make a lot of 
difference. So little in fact that when 
I got home, Dana said, “I thought 
you were going to get your hair 
hennaed.” In the sunlight, however, 
I was definitely a redhead. After 
this adventure I decided that Tuba 
and Amir’s trips to the hammam 
once a week were probably just 
about right.

Persian Version: Adventures in 
Iran by Lynn Cragin Prescott

ANNUAL MEETING

T he bylaws mandate that there 
will be a chapter annual meet-

ing in order to conduct an election 
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Another Gentle Reminder -  RENEW
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

C andy for Valentines, candy 
for Easter, it’s hard to find a 

different memento for Christmas.  

of officers and directors, determine 
annual dues, and conduct other 
business requiring membership ap-
proval. Although the annual meet-
ing is usually set for November, in 
2011 this event will be held during 
the December luncheon meeting 
with the installation of officers tak-
ing place in January 2012.

At the September board 
meeting, the president constituted 
a Nominating Committee which in 
October submitted a tentative 2012 
officer slate. Nominations will be 
accepted from the floor during the 
December election. The members 
who agreed to serve have been in 
leadership roles for an extended 
period, with some seeking relief 
from their duties, and volunteer 
replacements are encouraged to step 
forward and accept an officer or 
director assignment. Change can be 
good for the chapter and individuals 
involved.

Members volunteering to serve 
during 2012 and approved by board 
action in October include:

--President--CAPT Paul Barrish, 
USN (RET)

--1st Vice President--Lt. Col. 
Michael Sampognaro, USAF-Ret

--2nd Vice President--Lt. Col Jay 
Craddock, USAF-Ret

--Secretary--COL Warren Enos, 
AUS (RET)

--Treasurer--CAPT Lloyd 
McBeth, USN (RET)
Source: Bylaws/Nominating Committee

ROTC AWARDS PROGRAM

A ccording to ROTC Pro-
grams Chair, CWO4 Pat-

rick Clark, USA (RET), the chapter 
has year-around contact with the 
cadres of two universities and eight 
high schools and their military sci-
ence programs. Chapter support is 
through personal contact with pro-
gram cadre, presentation of awards 
and certificates, and monetary dona-
tions for program needs.

 “Typically, March through June 
are the busiest months working with 
the senior and junior ROTC cadres 
and cadets,” Pat notes. “Schools are 
visited, a MOAA ROTC medal is 
left with the cadre for cadet viewing, 
and coordination is made for future 

presentation. Each school has a 
presentation ceremony in which 
a chapter representative makes 
the presentation of the medal and 
certificate.”

According to Pat, “The school’s 
ceremony varies in pomp. They 
are different when it comes to 
having dinners and military balls, 
serving refreshments, and conduct 
of the award presentations. Chapter 
representatives are invited to attend 
and view the proceedings.”

The MOAA medal with a 
certificate will be awarded to an 
outstanding cadet in each of the 
university and high school programs 
annually. Congratulations to those 
very deserving cadets!

The two universities involved are 
San Jose State University and Santa 
Clara University. High school junior 
ROTC programs covered include 
Andrew P. Hill, five schools within 
Campbell Unified High School 
District, Milpitas, Mt. Pleasant, 
Oak Grove, Silver Creek, William 
J. Overfelt, and Yerba Buena.

CWO Clark says, “It is a 
pleasure to be associated with 
cadets who are highly dedicated to 
the ROTC and JROTC programs. 
They are young students who 
give their own time and strive to 
be the best military cadets. The 
cadet leaders are often outstanding 
leaders, a tribute to the very strong 
cadre staff and their teachings. 
Parents are also an important 
factor in the success and discipline 
of their sons and daughters.” B

Source: Chapter website

Your Board stumbled on a quilting 
group sponsored by a local church.  
Since 2003, the group has donated 
handmade quilts & children’s cloth-
ing to local needy and missionaries 
in Columbia.  Their table runners 
and place mats are useful and beau-
tiful, too.

The clincher was learning that 
they gave three handmade quilts 
to a military family and ten lap 
quilts to the Palo Alto Veterans’ 
Hospital in 2011.  It is our pleasure 
to support their work by giving a 
pair of handmade potholders to 
the first twenty-five ladies we see 
at the December luncheon. B

CDR Al Mouns, Auxiliary Chair



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO   $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
 Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address. Please 
complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
December 2011

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 9 December

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   15 December Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |

RENEW NOW


