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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

  7 Aug     Board Meeting   10:00 AM
*16 Aug Special Lunch@MHC 11:00 AM
21 Aug          Luncheon    11:00 AM
  4 Sept       Board Meeting 10:00 AM
18 Sept         Luncheon    11:00 AM

Board Meetings Are Open to All Members
Board Minutes Are Available to Members From The Secretary

Luncheon Program
21 Aug 2014

Bert Upson
Social Hour:   11:00 AM
Luncheon:       11:45 AM

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

*Special  luncheon at Morgan Hill Cellars see details on Pg 2



SVC WEB SITES

Our Chapter website is www.

siliconvalleymoaa.org, a shorter
link is www.svcmoaa.org. You
can also get to it from the na-
tional MOAA site: Put the cursor
over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley
Chapter. From there you may
link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links
for The Bulletin and eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of

a retiree locally through the
Retire Activity Office (RAO).

The phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA
member’s death to:

MOAA, Attn: MSC,
201 N Washington St,

Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.
Or: Call 1-800-234-6622

Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning

the Membership Chair–see listing
on front page of The Bulletin. B

Thought For The Month
“If  you are depressed you are

living in the past. If you are
anxious you are living in the

future. If you are at peace you
are living in the Present”

― Lao Tzu

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

August is shaping up to be a very special month for Chapter

members with two lunches scheduled. This is the first ever (that I know
of) August bulletin and August luncheon. Not to mention two Luncheons.

We have scheduled a very special speaker for our August 21st
luncheon at the Biltmore because he was only available at that time. Our
second luncheon was based on the need for a fundraiser for our
scholarship program and the fact that those attending the July special
meeting in Morgan Hill wanted another luncheon here.

The plan for the Saturday August 16th lunch is for those who would
like a tour of my winery to be here by 11 AM. Lunch will be at Noon
and I will give a talk about the history of wine making in the Santa Clara
Valley. This event is one you can invite family, friends, neighbors and
others.

The menu will be: Pulled Pork, Cole Slaw, Corn Pudding, Bean Salad
& Fruit, Wine, Iced Tea, Water, Dessert & Coffee.

The Luncheon fee will be $20.00 with 50% going to our Scholarship
program. We need to have reservations for the Morgan Hill event by
August 13th.

              After August 13th luncheon fee will be $25.00.

    Make reservations by calling 408 7790 7389 Tues-Sun 10am-5pm

The address is:
  Morgan Hill Cellars

1645 San Pedro Avenue
Morgan Hill, CA 95037

                                                                                               mike
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SPECIAL ** There is an August Luncheon**

AUGUST SPEAKER

A MOAA Palm Springs Chapter member writes,
“I escaped from the 78th floor of the South Tower on
9/11 with only seconds to spare, thinking I was in a
nuclear war and planning to run to the East River and
jump in. I became sequestered in a nearby hotel for
the day after saving my companion and until the
water was shut off at 3 pm and later the electricity at
4:30 pm, when we were directed to evacuate our only
sanctuary. In the dark and ash laden-air I headed for
the subway, but got lost and was apprehended by a
SWAT team member and shortly thereafter by a
bunch of muggers. So there I was alone and stranded
with nowhere to go.”

The chapter’s August speaker will be author Bert
Upson, a survivor of the World Trade Center disaster
and a witness to its rescue efforts. Bert had traveled
from Palm Desert to New York City and was
preparing to lead a management seminar on the 78th
floor of the South Tower of the Trade Center when
the first plane hit the North Tower. Just minutes
before the second plane hit the South Tower right at
the location of the meeting, he miraculously escaped,
only to witness the horrible destruction and the heroic
evacuation of endangered civilians, mostly organized
by the US Coast Guard. He will offer an illustrated
history of the incident analyzing what did and what
might have happened.

Could the 9/11 attacks been thwarted by proper
military action? Could the attacking planes have been
shot down by military air defense fighters or
missiles? Upson has written “On a Clear Day: 9/11
An Eyewitness Account, which provides a detailed
description of the author’s harrowing escape from the
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center. He gives a
timeline of events, plus an executive summary of the
9/11 Commission Report and Rutgers Law Review
report - A New Kind of War, information which
provides reasonable answers to the questions. Though
“On a Clear Day” is Upson’s first published work, it
is human, gripping and professional. In addition to
describing the events of the tragedy, it contains the
first analysis of the attempts by the US military to
counter the attacks and of the rescue operations that
followed.

Critic Michael Hemp wrote, “It doesn't get better
than this literate first-hand account of being IN the
World Trade Center when the attack occurred, and
the survival perspective Bert Upson shares. This will
be a classic memoir.” And Jim McFarlin added,
“This is unlike any other 9/11 book I have seen - the
author's heart-pounding, minute-by-minute
recounting of impending disaster, the decisions he
made, and the impact those decisions had on his
survival and the lives of others. He puts you in his
shoes and in the action inside Tower 2 in a way that
creates lasting images I doubt I will ever forget. A
page-turning read with a powerful closing message.”

Bert will describe in intimate detail his shock and
awe in the midst of life threatening events under
unbearable time compression with only seconds to
decide between life and certain death. He will use
both a POWERPOINT presentation and carefully
crafted word images to give the essentials of the
obliteration of the towers and his escape from the
lock down in New York. Copies of the book will be
available for purchase.

A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Upson became a
field artillery lieutenant through the Army ROTC at
Yale University, where he completed a B.A. in World
History and sang in the famous Whiffenpoof group.
Upon graduation from Yale, he served as a battery

Contd... pg 4
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Contd... August Speaker

officer in the 19th Field Artillery Battalion of the 6th
Army and later as Secretary of the General Staff,
Headquarters Fort Ord, California. After his Army
service, Upson became a top East Coast advertising

executive, receiving several National awards, finally
moving to Palm Desert in 1998 with his wife, Joan.
From there he continued a new career in management
and leadership development.
__________________
SOURCE: Bert Upson
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JULY SPEAKER REPORT
It was no ordinary aircraft, but the U-2 airborne

reconnaissance vehicle nicknamed “Dragon Lady.”
It was difficult to fly and earned the reputation,
“Sometimes you dance with a lady and others you
wrestle with the dragon.”

The chapter’s July speaker was Lt. Col. Norman
A. Scott, USAF-Ret, who provided an illustrated
description of the aircraft, current national security
missions to places such as Korea, Cyprus, and
Ukraine as well as special domestic tasks like
mapping and broad area search and rescue;
development history; its technical specifications and
capabilities; on board sensors and options; as well as
a typical mission scenario. His explanation about
why in the age of satellites the nation still needs
piloted reconnaissance aircraft was instructive, listing
an array of aircraft capabilities satellites do not and
cannot provide.

The Lockheed U-2 is a single-engine, ultra-high
altitude reconnaissance aircraft operated by the Air
Force (USAF) and previously flown by the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA). It provides day and night,
very high-altitude/70,000 feet, all-weather
intelligence gathering. The U-2 has also been used
for electronic sensor research, satellite calibration,
and communications purposes. The aircraft has been
prominently featured in several events during the
Cold War, at stages of which U-2s commonly
overflew the Soviet Union, the People's Republic of
China, North Vietnam, and Cuba. In 1960, CIA pilot
Gary Powers was shot down while flying a U-2 over
Soviet territory. In 1962, a U-2 piloted by Major
Rudolf Anderson, Jr. was shot down over Cuba by
surface-to-air missiles during the Cuban missile
crisis.

Over much of a 20-year Air Force career and later
as a Silicon Valley technical intelligence corporate
executive, including president of Argo Systems, Lt.
Col. Scott was involved in highly classified so-called
black operations and Skunk Works research and
development (R&D) efforts providing continuous
improvements and model upgrades with a focus on
the U-2C, R, and S, all of which involved
improvements to airframes, power-plants, and
sensors. He said that the U-2 had a 4,700 pound
payload, 6,000 nautical mile range, 410 knot cruise

speed, 70,000 foot ceiling, and 12 hours in flight,
which was pilot limited. Sensors include signal
intelligence, radar with moving target indication,
day-night electro-optical high resolution infrared, and
high resolution film cameras, all representing a wide
variety of sensor options.

A typical mission scenario outlined in detail
involved tasks related to mission planning, the hours
prior to flight, a pressure suiting process, placement
into the cockpit and startup, taxi and takeoff, mission
in-flight monitoring, the landing, and certain after
flight procedures. A video showed a number of
mishaps making clear what happens when there is a
failure to plan, execute effectively, and follow up as
required. Lt. Col. Scott provided information about U
-2 operations by other services and specifically the
Navy including USS America flight operations. He
mentioned theTacSat-3, the third in a series of U.S.
military reconnaissance satellites, and its capabilities
such as whether it can read an auto license plate from
a very high altitude (No!). He did tell of other
technology that can provide very high resolution
images.

According to Lt. Col. Scott, the U-2 has now been
operational for more than 50 years and is going
strong, with a wide variety of state-of-the-art sensors,
and should be good for many more years, at least to
2055. Comparisons with more recent technology,
such as the Global Hawk, were more than favorable.
The half dozen member questions included whether a
drag chute was necessary (no); a capability to provide
combat marines with tactical and other images
(delivered by ground stations); can one still see a U-2
take off locally (no, try Palmdale or Beal AFB); do
adversaries have equivalent aircraft (not really,
Russia built 4 aircraft but the effort failed); is the U-2
refueled in flight (no, the aircraft is pilot-limited
rather than fuel-limited); what are the
countermeasures (there are technical capabilities
allowing the pilot to avoid enemy fighters and
missiles); how fast does the aircraft achieve altitude
(very fast—it goes almost straight up at takeoff).
LCDR Tom Winant indicated there is a U-2 at the
Moffett museum and can be viewed there.
________________________
SOURCE:  Luncheon Speaker
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SOUTH COUNTY LUNCHEON
Chapter president Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro,

USAF-Ret and his wife, Maryclaire, hosted the
chapter’s 10:00 am July 10th board of directors
meeting at “their place,” Morgan Hill Cellars winery,
San Pedro Avenue, Morgan Hill. At noon a special
luncheon was offered to give South County members
and prospective members an opportunity to learn
more about the chapter’s activities and work, without
the need to travel all the way to Mt. View and Santa
Clara.

It was a beautiful, sunny day yet cool and the
setting was the picturesque winery patio covered by a
heavy duty arbor laden with grape vines, an area
which could accommodate probably more than a
hundred visitors. A makeshift conference table was
set in a quiet, pleasant location out of the direct
sunlight but in clear view of the sun’s rays as they
warmed the area. Most of the board members were
present along with two visitors, a new chapter
member who is a retired Army lieutenant colonel, an
Army nurse, who was accompanied by a small child
in her care; the other was a retired Navy captain
prospective member with many years in the
submarine service. The group had a full agenda and
spent more than an hour and a half discussing the
issues and managing the chapter’s business.

Following the board meeting others arrived to
participate in the scheduled luncheon, a nice buffet
featuring chicken parmesan, pasta, salad, rolls and
butter, cookies and apple pie, plus coffee, soft drinks,
and featured wines, and all for $10. The round tables
for eight were beautifully set with white tablecloths
and the winery’s signature eating utensils, providing
just the right ambiance for meeting others, having
some good conversation, and discussing issues in
common such as the need for camaraderie, story-
telling, and providing support to the local general and
military communities. Those attending the luncheon
included chapter members who made the 30 minute
drive from the Peninsula as well as locals from
Morgan Hill and nearby locations.

Following the luncheon a tour of the working
winery was provided along with a description of the
business and current trends; the greater Bay Area is a
hub for hundreds of small wineries, vineyards, tasting
rooms, and gift shops.  Members had a chance to

view the huge tanks where wines are stored, the
bottling and labeling operations, and so much more,
including the opportunity to taste specialty wines.
Members saw for the first time the winning entry in
the chapter’s recent contest to design a new logo, an
expanded eagle, which appeared on the label of a
bottle of wine.

The event was so successful that the chapter has
scheduled another South County luncheon for
Saturday, August 16th, noon to about 3:00 pm, with a
price of $20, $10 of which would go to the chapter’s
scholarship fund. Special announcements about this
event will be distributed early in August.
_____________________
SOURCE: Board Minutes

 Webinar: Understanding the TRICARE Claims and
Appeals Process.  TRICARE and Military OneSource
are co-hosting a webinar to educate TRICARE
beneficiaries about the TRICARE claims and appeals
process. The webinar will take place on Thursday,
July 31, 2014 at 1:00PM EST.
To sign up, go to https://www2.gotomeeting.
com/register/811213674.
Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis and
is limited due to system capacity. Participants must
avoid sharing personal health information when
asking a question.  The presenter for this webinar is
Ms. Francine Forestell. Ms. Forestell works for the
Defense Health Agency in its Communications
Division. Her primary responsibility is customer
service support, assisting beneficiary and others in
understanding the TRICARE benefit. She has 12
years of experience in this role and served 23 years as
an Army Nurse Corps Officer.This webinar discusses
the TRICARE claims and appeals process.
You may submit your questions to our presenter
before the webinar by sending an email to
MOSWebinars@militaryonesource.com
To get more information about TRICARE claims or
appeals, visit http://www.tricare.mil/claims.
SOURCE: TRICARE News Release at http://www.
tricare.mil/ClaimsAppealsWebinar072114
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Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:   $26.00    $______(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to
above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 Aug

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 21Aug Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mailto: LTCJayCraddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Aug 2014
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