
Luncheon
20 APRIL 2017

Social Hour:   11:00 AM
Luncheon:       11:45 AM

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and

Directions

Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

The Bulletin
Volume IX Issue 4 Apr 2017

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
      6 Apr    Board Meeting     10:30 AM
    20 Apr   Luncheon          11:00 AM
      4 May    Board Meeting    10:30 AM
    18 May    Luncheon           11:00 AM

APRIL LUNCHEON SPEAKER
SS Stephen Hopkins was a United States

Merchant Marine Liberty ship that served
in World War II. She was the only US
merchant vessel to sink a German surface
combatant during the war. On September
27, 1942, en route from Cape Town to
Surinam, she encountered the heavily
armed German commerce raider Stier with
one machine gun. Ordered to stop, Stephen
Hopkins refused to surrender, and Stier
opened fire. Although greatly outgunned,
the crew of Stephen Hopkins fought back.
The fight was fierce and short, and by its
end both ships were wrecks. Stephen
Hopkins sank at 10:00. Most of the crew of
Stephen Hopkins died, including Captain
Paul Buck. The survivors drifted on a
lifeboat for a month before reaching shore
in Brazil.

Today there are only two active Liberty
Ships remaining, one of which is the SS
Jeremiah O’Brien, home ported in San
Francisco. The chapter’s April luncheon
speaker will be Mr. Matthew Lasher,
General Manager, National Liberty Ship
Memorial.  He was a U.S. Marine for many

Cont'd pg 3

SS Stephen Hopkins under fire….

Mr. Matthew Lasher,
General Manager,

National Liberty Ship Memorial
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

Hi	All,
It was very gra1fying to the Board to see the large

a8endance at the March luncheon.	 I received several fine
comments regarding the presenta1on by Major General
Robert Ostenberg, especially from the ladies.	 They saw and
heard events they did not know and, most important, they
were	able	to	follow	his	talk.

Be sure to plan your a8endance for the April lunch
and hear about the San Francisco Bay a8rac1on – the
liberty Ship SS Jeremiah O’Brien.	 Karen and I have taken
several bay cruises on the ship and highly recommend you
do	so.

Remember to invite a prospec1ve member to the
lunch.

Also, while at the lunch, make it a personal challenge
to talk to someone you are not familiar with.	 Remember,
comradeship,	is	a	most	important	part	of	our	gathering.
																						 Gil
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Normandy, where Jeremiah O'Brien and her crew (a
volunteer crew of veteran World War II-era sailors
and a few cadets from the California Maritime
Academy) participated in the 50th Anniversary of
Operation Overlord, the allied invasion of Western
Europe. She was the only large ship from the original
Normandy flotilla to return for the event.

San Francisco Fleet Week is an annual public
event that honors the contributions of the men and
women of the United States Armed Forces while
advancing cooperation and knowledge among
civilian- and military-based Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Response personnel.

The O'Brien participates with the SF Fleet Week
Cruise around San Francisco Bay, including the
Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz, the Bay Bridge for
amazing views of the San Francisco waterfront, the
visiting Navy ships, and the air show featuring the
US Navy Blue Angels. Fleet Week cruises will be
offered the first week of October 2017.

The ship is completely restored and most areas are
open to the public, including the engine room,
bridge, and cargo holds. The ship will sail under the
United States Lines house flag during their annual
Veterans Memorial Cruise on May 20, 2017 as part
of a sponsorship agreement.
___________________________________
SOURCE: National Liberty Ship Memorial

APRIL LUNCHEON SPEAKER cont'd
years, a senior leader and recruiting professional,
who served as a regional recruiting trainer, coach
and regional recruiting manager. He will provide an
illustrated presentation about the organization’s
mission, history, a special return to Normandy, and
ship activities today and into the future.

The mission of the National Liberty Ship
Memorial is to restore, promote and operate the
Liberty Ship, SS Jeremiah O'Brien, as a living
museum. The goal of this mission is to preserve, for
present and future generations, the story of the
patriotic and brave men and women who built, sailed
and defended the 2,751 American-built World War
II ships known as "Liberties."

The SS Jeremiah O'Brien is a class EC2-S-CI
ship, built in just 56 days at the New England
Shipbuilding Corporation in South Portland, Maine
and launched on 19 June 1943. Deployed in the
European Theater of Operations, she made four
round-trip convoy crossings of the Atlantic and was
part of the Operation Neptune invasion fleet armada
on D-Day. Following this she was sent to the Pacific
Theater of Operations and saw 16 months of service
in both the South Pacific and the Indian Ocean
calling at ports in Chile, Peru, New Guinea, the
Philippines, India, China, and Australia. Fully
restored and docked today at Pier 45, she makes
several passenger-carrying daylight cruises each year
in the San Francisco Bay Area and occasional
voyages to more distant ports such as Seattle and
San Diego.

In 1994 the Jeremiah O'Brien steamed through
the Golden Gate bound for France. She went down
the West Coast, through the Panama Canal, and
crossed the Atlantic for the first time since World
War II. Stopping first in England she continued on to

SS Jeremiah O’Brien underway on San Francisco Bay…



MARCH SPEAKER REPORT
The soldier’s hand pulled back with lightning

speed narrowly missing the strike of a Bamboo pit
viper; it was the second such call while fighting in
the jungles of Vietnam. It has a potent hemotoxin.
The wound usually feels extremely painful, as if it
had been branded with a hot iron, and the pain
does not subside until about 24 hours after being
bitten. Within a few minutes of being bitten, the
surrounding flesh dies and turns black,
highlighting the puncture wounds, yet the bite was
never fatal to American troops. Combat was
deadly; the vipers added to the misery.

The chapter’s March luncheon speaker was MG
Robert Ostenberg, USA (RET), who provided an
illustrated history of his own Vietnam War
experiences as a platoon leader with the Army’s
23rd Infantry Division. His focus was “the 50th

Anniversary Commemoration of the Vietnam War:
Mission Experiences of a Soldier,” and he
presented all those present who served during the
years 1955-75 with a Vietnam War Veteran lapel
pin. After being commissioned in 1970 and serving
on active duty for two years, he joined the Army
Reserve where he served in every leadership
position through Division level command. He had
some close calls with the Bamboo pit viper.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is a 2-acre
national memorial in Washington, DC. It honors
U.S. service members of the U.S. armed forces
who fought in the Vietnam War, service members
who died in service in Vietnam/South East Asia,
and those service members who were unaccounted
for. The Memorial Wall is made up of two long
walls etched with the names of the servicemen
being
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Snake-infested hellhole….

honored in panels of horizontal rows with regular
typeface and spacing. When a visitor looks upon the
wall, his or her reflection can be seen simultaneously
with the engraved names, which is meant to
symbolically bring the past and present together.
MG Ostenberg described the memorial to both men
and women, most women being nurses, as
“beautiful.”

The op tempo was a typical air assault equivalent
flight into mountainous terrain, a drop-off for 20
days with a resupply every 3 days, taken out to the
rear area for a 3 day break, and then it all begins
again. Platoon members were shown armed to the
teeth, the Huey helicopters waiting on the flight line,
the low flight over rugged mountains on the way to
the landing zone (LZ), a “mad minute” firefight
where Lieutenant Ostenberg took a bullet through
his rucksack and suffered other hits and minor
wounds. He described one young soldier casualty
and the need for a quick medevac flight.

Platoon members would search the area and on
occasion they would find enemy weapons caches
holding small arms, shoulder-fired weapons, and
mortars.  It was a place to stumble into a pit viper.

cont'd pg 5

58,307 names, including 8 women…

Extraction under fire….
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MARCH SPEAKER REPORT
A Stars and Stripes cartoon depicted an American soldier on the field telephone and staring an enemy soldier in
the eye, saying “It’s my C.O.—tell him how close you are!” Danger was lurking everywhere. There was a
photo of a typical infantry “hooch” or shelter, and a sample of the very light material used was available at the
luncheon.

There were images of 11th Cavalry elements/light armored vehicles departing Chu Lai, later hitting the
enemy fast and hard; his jeep and driver; the troop headquarters Black Hawk Hill; a Kit Carson scout Don Ba
Phuc, apparently a north Vietnamese fighter fighting on the side of the Americans; a listening post (LP)
/observation post (OP) detecting the enemy so soldiers can “light ‘em up;” tanks and armored personnel carriers
(APCs) “swimming” across a canal; fishing for the locals using hand grenades; a local village; and of course
another lieutenant with a pit viper.

After a description of a Claymore mine, a sample of which was available at the luncheon, MG Ostenberg
made a dramatic switch to a hooch in Kandahar, Afghanistan and compared it to a hooch in Camp Victory,
Iraq, the former being a typical squad-sized canvas tent and the other an ornate castle-like structure. He
showed an image of the interior, the place where he waited to see his “boss.” He showed photos of new infantry
weapons including the MXT 135 Counter-Defilade Target Engagement System II and its 35mm ammunition
with a capability to strike covered and concealed targets out to 2400 meters. Finally, he showed women
soldiers on duty, specifically one 105 pound young lady who drove one of the military’s largest vehicles, a tank
transporter.  And with that he suggested the world is changing.

In July 2005 through 2008 when he retired, MG Ostenberg was Director, Reserve Forces, with additional
duty as one of five Domestic Attack Assessors, North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) and
United States Northern Command (USNORTHCOM), Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado. Along with many
other decorations he holds the Combat Infantry Badge and the Parachutist Badge.
_________________________
SOURCE: MG Rob Ostenberg

Hooch in the jungle… APCs go swimming…

Life and living at Camp Victrory…
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SURVIVOR’S PLANNING GUIDE
Following the death of a loved one, it can be

overwhelming to keep track of what arrangements
need to be made, who needs to be contacted, and
notes on important phone calls. Designed by
surviving spouses, this handbook is intended to
help you do just that.

Everyone experiences death differently, but
MOAA has found military survivors can find the
aftermath especially overwhelming. Who should
you call? Who will pick up the pieces? How do
you arrange a burial with service honors? Will you
retain military benefits? Use this guide in
conjunction with MOAA’s Personal Affairs
Action Guide to keep on track. Record important
names and numbers, and do a final check at each
stage of the process. We hope this guide gives
you space to breathe during the grieving process.

The Survivor’s Planning Guide is offered to
assist surviving spouses following a loved one’s
death as you attend to many details. Designed by
surviving spouses who have experienced the loss
of a loved one, it is a living document in a
compact format. It begins with the details of the
funeral and burial, followed by subjects that
require immediate attention and those that are less
urgent but necessary. Contact numbers have been
provided to guide you in the notification process.
Always be sure to note the date you make the call,
the name of the person contacted, and any
necessary actions—on your part or the part of a
department, agency, or organization. While this
guide is comprehensive, it might not address all
facets of your loved one’s life; let the intuitive
forms provided inform other details that you need
to address.
You can obtain these free publications and if you
have any questions, please call the MOAA
Member Service Center at (800) 234-MOAA
(6622) or email msc@moaa.org.

FINEST ROTC CADETS
As we move into spring 2017 chapter leaders will

be contacting local Professors of Military Science in
a search for outstanding young men and women
cadet candidates for scholarships and awards.

The focus will be upon Air Force cadets at the
San Jose State University Detachment 045 and Army
cadets of the Santa Clara University Bronco
Battalion, as well as Stanford students who are
affiliated with the Santa Clara unit.

In the past the young people have been smart,
interested, highly motivated, hard-working high
achievers, with some struggling to meet the
institution’s tuition, board and room, textbook costs,
and other financial requirements.

The young ROTC cadets who qualify for medals
and certificates and scholarships will offer evidence
of a desire and commitment to serve in the armed
forces of the United States. They are people who
love the country, will volunteer to serve for a time
and perhaps a career, will likely make a significant
contribution, and cause the nation to be proud of
them.

The ROTC was officially removed from the
Stanford campus in 1968 but in 2013 the Faculty
Senate pressured the University to reinstate support
for the program. Today, in a relationship with Santa
Clara University, Stanford students participate with
the cadets of the Bronco Battalion.

The story of ROTC at Stanford and its
relationship with Santa Clara University, as well as
the capabilities and achievements of the young
people who choose to participate is fascinating, and
the full account can be found here:
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2017/02/08/cadets-
discuss-history-challenges-of-rotc-at-stanford/

The next few months will be exciting with
searches underway for splendid ROTC cadets.
Announcements of winners and their stories will be
published in The Bulletin.
________________________
SOURCE: ROTC Committee
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History Digest
The Battle of Santa Clara

(The Mustard Stalk Battle)
William Andersen

anderswa@pacbell.net

By late in the Mexican-American War, the
rancheros in the San Francisco Bay Area were
angered and frustrated over Americans physically
abusing and arresting them, settling on their
ranchos, and stealing cattle and crops. When Jose
de la Cruz Sanchez took hostage a reconnaissance
group of seven Americans spying on the
Californios, he decided to find American
authorities and bargain his hostages to end the
abuses. He gathered followers who armed
themselves with makeshift lances, made of a rod
with a knife tied to it, whatever few poor guns and
bad homemade powder there was, and setoff
towards San Jose.

Based on false rumors of a Californio
insurrection and the capture of the American spies,
the Americans initiated the Santa Clara Campaign
to disperse the Californios, capture their leaders,
and free the American hostages. Forces from north
and south with guns, ample ammunition, and a
small field cannon marched towards Santa Clara.

When American Forces approached the end
of the Bay, they received information that there
were some horses in the woods. Needing horses,
the Americans sent out a party of 10 mounted men
to find them. Among those who volunteered for the
raid was Lt. John Murphy of Weber’s Rangers, who

    By Syd Whittle, November 5, 2009
!  

By Syd Whittle, November 5, 2009

was the son of Martin Murphy, Jr., prominent
settler and future founder of the City of Sunnyvale.

Climbing into the mountains in a heavy fog the
raiding party spied half a mile away what

they thought was a force of 60 Californios pulling a
small cannon across the ridge and down the

mountainside to the plain. Although they
appropriated some horses, the force they discovered

proved to be Americans from Monterey joining
them. The American forces reunited moved

towards San Jose on what would be El Camino
Real to the crossing of Stevens Creek. There at a

nearby Indian rancheria they found a trail to
another Indian village on what is now Moffett
Field. Captain Weber and 20 rangers, likely

including Lt. John Murphy, rode to the village near
the Bay and learned that they were right behind the

Californios. The rangers returned to the main
American force and reported the news.

Saturday morning, 2 January 1847, wet and
tired, American forces emerged from an oak forest
clear of underbrush onto an open, rain-soaked plain
three miles from the Santa Clara Mission. Between

them and the mission the mounted Californios
waited. From the roof tops of the mission,

immigrants watched anxiously.
    The Californios encircled the Americans out of

musket range, but the Americans methodically
pushed the Californios back. Reaching a swamp the
cannon mired in mud, halting their march. Seeing

the misfortune, the Californios charged. The
Americans quickly formed their troops and fired.
When they managed to fire the mired cannon, the
Californios broke. Under heavy fire they retreated

to their nearby camp. The battle was over.
    There were about 120 men on each side, the

Californios with good horses and riders but near
useless weapons, the Americans with poor horses

but good firepower. The Battle lasted only two
hours, there were no fatalities. Tired and muddied,
the Americans marched into Mission Santa Clara to

a rousing reception and dinner.
    Four days of negotiating after the battle,

Commander United States Expeditionary Force,
Marine Captain Ward Marston, and leader of the

Mexican-Californian ranchers, Francisco Sánchez,
agreed to an armistice freeing the hostages and

     Cont'd pg  8
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The Battle of Santa Clara  cont.d
 protecting the rights of Californios.

This little known battle, no more than a
skirmish, has the distinction of being the only
campaign fought in the Northern District of
California between the rancheros and Californios
and the United States forces during the Mexican-
American war. A flood of people coming to
California, the treaty would not last.

Reference: Dorothy Regnery's 1978 book Battle
of Santa Clara California 1847

Riding Amtrak
EXTRAORDINARY RAIL ADVENTURE
(Note: This is a travel journal excerpt of a 2004 trip from
Salem, OR to San Jose, CA; the reason the train arrived more
than 9 hours late describes the excitement of riding modern
inter-city trains.)

“The insomniac’s period of sleep, whether
she falls asleep or not, is like Charlotte’s eight-hour,
nine-hour, ten-hour bus ride. In that period she has
no duties, no obligations, no responsibilities, no one
to confront, because there is no one to confront.
She has official permission from God to take care of
nothing for the duration.” (….I Am Charlotte Simmons
by Tom Wolfe 2004.)

And so it is with Amtrak. Isolated for a time.
Settle back.  Go with the flow.  Enjoy.

3:55pmA/3.37S (Actual time vs published
schedule). Departed Salem on the southbound Coast
Starlight. Consist 2 Genesis locomotives, baggage
car, several sleepers, a parlor car for sleeping
passengers, diner, lounge car, and about 6 coach
cars. Directed to a certain car, which was found to
be almost full, but managed a window seat on the
right side. Adjacent car was only half full. Asked
the young Asian woman car attendant if I could
move to her car and, with a surly, that is sullenly
rude and ill-humored, brazenly uncivil, gruff
expression and demeanor, turned me down, saying
the car was to be used for short distance passengers
only who detrained during the night, stressing that
the train was overbooked during the holiday period.
Ok, perhaps the explanation was reasonable.
Actually, she was a very nice young woman just
doing her job, and in my zeal to get a better seat, I
probably read her wrong. What a way to start the
trip!

Walked around and explored the train. Nice.
Clean. And I could tell right away that Amtrak
thought highly of the passengers, having many

cont'd pg 9

Amtrak Coast Starlight at Salem, OR



- 9-

more copies of “Harvard Business Review” and
“Golf Digest” around than any other publication.
Lots of reading materials provided in the lounge
car.

Time to sit in the lounge and check out the
scenery before dark. Slow going for a while with
bad track making the car sway a lot much of the
way to Albany, slow then fast then slow, often
doing only 69mph. Gorgeous Willamette Valley,
green grasses everywhere, farm houses here and
there, geese feeding in the fields. The dining
attendant came and told me reservations were all
taken for dinner but I could go on the wait list, and
I promptly made the arrangements. Walked
downstairs in the lounge and saw a nice, clean
snack bar attended by an outgoing, very friendly
young black man who greeted me with a smile,
and offered a full range of food and drink. I went
for a coffee, black. Not great but ok, no
Starbucks. The lounge car was delightful, huge
picture windows, high off the ground, good
visibility, comfortable, easy riding. Wonderful to
just sit there, enjoy the coffee, watch the world go
by. No smoking allowed anywhere on the train;
passengers were allowed off at certain stops to
smoke.

4:37pmA/4:10pmS. Arrived Albany. Pleasant
town. Lumber and agricultural center. Produces
grass seed. Lots of people and activity around the
station.

4:55pm Passed the northbound Starlight out of
Los Angeles running about four and a half hours
late. The train was hauling for Seattle, probably
doing 79mph, making up time.

5:22pmA/5:10pmS. Arrived Eugene, western-
most city on the Amtrak system, lumber capital of
the U.S. Now dark. Has been raining. Smokers
on the platform puffing up a storm. Departed at
5:31pm for the Cascades and some real
excitement, a major turn of events.
(To be continued….)
_____________________
SOURCE: Travel Journal

MARCH NAVY SPEAKER REPORT
In early March the general alarm was sounded

with news that the Trump budget proposal includes a
$1.3 billion or 14% cut to the U. S. Coast Guard.
Hawks on the Hill were quick to declare the cuts too
deep. Rep. Duncan Hunter of California wrote, “The
cuts would diminish the Coast Guard’s standing and
mission and severely undermine national security.”
On March 4th the seventh Legend-class National
Security Cutter Kimball (WMSL 756) was
christened in front of approximately 1,000 guests.
“We wouldn’t be able to bring this ship to life
without the great work that we see here at
Huntington Ingalls shipyard,” said Coast Guard
Commandant Admiral Paul F. Zukunft, the
ceremony’s keynote speaker.

The Council’s March 9th evening meeting speaker
was Rear Admiral Todd A. Sokalzuk, USCG,
Commander, Coast Guard District Eleven, with
headquarters at Government Island, Alameda.
Adopting a very pleasant conversational tone, he
provided a description of his organization’s mission,
area of responsibility and assets, operations and
achievements, and with a focus on Department of
Homeland Security, State of California government,
and Bay Area issues. He also provided an update on
the federal budget. Originally from Sunbury, PA and
a 1985 graduate of the Coast Guard Academy, he
served aboard USCGC SHERMAN and
MORGENTHAU, prompting him to admit, “I had a
great career start with the Coast Guard!”

This Navy League of the United States Santa
Clara Valley Council speaker report is part of a
series to be presented in a spirit of cooperation and
collaboration between local Armed Forces and
related professional association members.

The Eleventh Coast Guard District encompasses
the states of California, Arizona, Nevada, and Utah,
the coastal and offshore waters out over a thousand
miles and the offshore waters of the California-

cont'd pg 10

Rear Admiral Todd Sokalzuk…
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cases; 319 lives saved; 140,058 pounds of cocaine
confiscated; 104 illegal migrants interdicted; and,
117 commercial fisheries checks; a very large
number of commercial shipping containers were
examined at the various ports. There are real
dangers involved in these operations including
dealing with “money or death” Mexican drug
cartels, taking risks when boarding unstable drug-
running craft, pursuing various networks, and
maintaining relationships with country authorities.

The Coast Guard has set certain cyber
strategy warfare priorities, namely defending
cyber space, enabling operations, and protecting
infrastructure.

Admiral Sokalzuk said that there have been
some challenging times dealing with the
Department of Homeland Security because there
can be a management/political disconnect with a
Secretary who has been a state governor,
essentially because visions, policies, and
procedures can differ significantly from the norm.
Forbes ranked Secretary of Homeland Security
Janet Napolatino, a past governor of Arizona, the
ninth most powerful woman in 2012.

A very significant recent concern has been
California’s weather and particularly the amount
of rain and snow so far in 2017, causing a huge
amount of runoff into the Pacific Ocean. There
has been serious flooding with damage to dams,
waterways, and levees, putting people in big- time
danger. The Admiral said that certain recent
California legislation has the potential to disturb
cooperation between local, state and federal
officials and he is concerned it might impact the

Cont'd pg 11

MARCH NAVY SPEAKER con'd
Oregon border down to Mexico and Central
America and beyond to Ecuador. There is a
presence on major inland lakes including Tahoe,
Mead, Powell, and Havasu, as well as the
Colorado River system.

Coast Guard personnel carry out Search and
Rescue, Homeland Security, Law Enforcement,
Marine Safety, and Aids to Navigation missions
over 3.3 million square miles of water. District
Eleven is organized into four California sectors:
Humboldt Bay, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and
San Diego and currently has1700 active duty
personnel, 500 reservists, 100 civilians, and 3400
volunteer Auxiliarists. In a time of
transformation, 12 HC-27 aircraft have been
acquired; 22 Fast Response Cutters (FRC) have
been received; Off Shore patrol cutters (OPCs)
will replace the Endurance Cutters; and additions
are being made to the fleet of National Security
Cutters;

Operations throughout the eastern Pacific
have been “booming,” according to the Admiral.
During 2016 there were 1414 search and rescue

Operations at Lake Tahoe….

HC-27 Military transport/cargo aircraft…

Huge amounts of cocaine and marijuana confiscated…
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BATTLE OF MIDWAY
By CDR Bob Whitten, USNR (RET)

In Spring 1942, the Japanese Navy was
riding high, having successfully attacked the
U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, sunk two
British battleships, marauded through the
Indian Ocean and driven Allied forces from
the East Indies. The Japanese High Command
had determined to seize control of the
Southwest Pacific by invading and capturing
Port Moresby in Papua-New Guinea. The
result was the Battle of the Coral Sea off the
northeast coast of Australia, May 4-8, 1942 in
which the U. S. Navy lost USS Lexington (CV
-2). But the Japanese were turned back.

Shortly afterward, Pacific Fleet
Headquarters under Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz received intelligence that the Japanese
were preparing another major operation
directed at Midway Island northwest of
Hawaii. As communications intelligence
accumulated at Pacific Fleet headquarters, the
location of the Japanese carrier force, Kido
Butai, became well established. That
knowledge led Admiral Nimitz to order the
American commanders, Rear Admiral Frank J.
Fletcher, CTF15, in Yorktown and Rear
Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, CTF17, in
USS Enterprise accompanied by USS Hornet
(CV-8) to deploy to the northeast of Midway.
This tactical deployment placed the American
force on the left flank of Kido Butai.
Meanwhile the Japanese had launched an air
attack on Midway on June 4, destroying many
aircraft on the ground and others in air
combat. An Admiral Chester W. Nimitz flight
of USAAF B-17 bombers was able to take off
and they bombed the carriers from 20,000 feet

with, according to post-war Japanese sources, no
hits.

The carrier battle began later on June 4 with each
opposing force searching for the other, although the
Japanese did not yet know much about their
American opponent, they suspected its presence. On
the other hand, the American task force commanders
knew roughly where to find the enemy and launched
fighters and torpedo aircraft to seek him out.
Torpedo Squadron 8 aircraft from the Hornet under
the command of Lt. Cmdr. John Waldron
disregarded orders and found the Japanese carriers.
They were slaughtered by both anti-aircraft fire and
Japanese fighters. However, by drawing the fighters
down to nearly sea level they left the carriers
exposed to dive bombers.

Both Enterprise and Yorktown had launched
bombers which searched in vain for the Japanese
carriers. Then one of the flight leaders, Lt. Cmdr.
Wade McClusky, saw through the clouds a Japanese
destroyer steaming at high speed. An experienced
pilot, he judged that it must be rejoining a larger
force. Signaling to his mates to follow, he turned in
the direction of the destroyer. A few minutes later
the American flight spotted the carriers and went
into their dives almost unopposed. The flight decks
of the carriers were extremely vulnerable as the
flight crews armed and fueled aircraft intended for
attack on the American forces. The result was out-
of-control fires in and flooding of the three carriers:
Akagi, Kaga and Soryu later sank or were sunk by
the Japanese to prevent capture.

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz…

Carrier Akagi… Cont'd pg 13
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BATTLE OF MIDWAY cont'd
Hiryu, which operated independently of the

other three carriers, had launched strikes which
found and attacked the Yorktown. Damage
control crews with the help of the destroyer USS
Hammann (DD-412) extinguished the fires,
made temporary repairs and prepared to get
underway. Unknown to the Americans, a
Japanese submarine, I-168, was lurking nearby.
Initially in an unfavorable position to attack, the
Japanese skipper maneuvered his boat so that his
torpedoes would run true. Of the four fired, two
hit the Yorktown and a third broke Hammann
nearly in half. Other destroyers bombarded I-168
with depth charges but, heavily damaged, she
managed to escape. The damage to Yorktown
was now so severe that she had to be abandoned
and sunk.

As for Hiryu, bomb and torpedo carrying
aircraft, launched by Enterprise and Hornet,
found her and attacked. The fires resulting from
the bombing led to her destruction. The
destruction of Kido Butai was now almost
complete. The final action, preceded by a
collision between the cruisers Mogami and
Mikuma, was the bombing by aircraft from
Hornet; it resulted in the sinking of Mikuma and
heavy damage to Mogami. With all action
reports received, it was up to Admiral Spruance
to decide whether to pursue the enemy or return
to Pearl Harbor. Wisely, he chose the latter.
Yamamoto’s battle line would have
overwhelmed the American forces with their
depleted munitions, aircraft and fuel supply.

The sailing of Kido Bautai for the attack on
Midway was the high-water point of the
Japanese campaign. After the conclusion of
Midway battle it was all downhill, ending in the
surrender onboard USS Missouri (BB-63) on
September 2, 1945. The Battle of Midway was

one of the great naval battles of history and is
commemorated every year by the Naval Order of the
United States and the Navy League of the United
States.
____________________
SOURCE: CDR Whitten

Carrier Hiryu

Admiral Yamamoto…

MOFFETT	FIELD	CHAPEL
By	Lt.	Col.	Paul	Schaefer,	USAF-Ret

The Moffe< Field Chapel is open for general
Protestant services	every Sunday starDng at 1100
hours.

The Chapel is supported by the Camp Parks
Chapel Staff:	 Chaplain (Maj.) Brian Seidel, Chaplain
(Capt.)	Efrain	Alva	and	SPC	Yoon	Kim.

Generally speaking, once a month Rev. Fred
Ti<le, (USMC) (M.Div.) from the VA Palo Alto holds the
service.

And, generally speaking, once a month an Air
Force	chaplain	conducts	the	service.

The congregaDon is small (7-20) but the staff
says,	"We	will	never	close	again!"

(And	part	of	the	joy	of	services	at	Moffe<	is	the	chapel	itself.)
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You can run, but you can’t hide!
 The U.S. Army's New Rifle Is

A Game Changer

The XM25 (now the MXT135),
designed by Minnesota's Alliant
Techsystems, has been in development for
about seven years and the first prototypes
have been doled out to combat units in
Afghanistan earlier this month. The 12-
pound, 29-inch system, which costs up to
$35,000 per unit, is so sophisticated that
soldiers are proficient users literally within
minutes. (U.S. Army) At $45/round it is a
real bargain!

The MXT135 Counter Defilade Target
Engagement System has a range of roughly
7,800 feet - and is to be deployed in
Afghanistan soon. I would call it the
"Equalizer."  Some call it the "Punisher."

The rifle's gun sight uses a laser
range finder to determine the exact distance
to the obstruction, after which the soldier
can add or subtract up to 10 meters from
that distance to enable the bullets to clear
the barrier and explode above or beside the
target.

Soldiers will be able to use them to
target snipers hidden in trenches rather than
calling in air strikes.

The 35-millimeter round contains a
chip that receives a radio signal from the
gun sight as to the precise distance to the
target.

Lt. Col. Christopher Lehner, project
manager for the system, described the
weapon as a 'game-changer' that other

nations will try and copy.
The Army plans to buy 42,500 of the

MXT135 rifles this year, enough for every
member of the infantry and special forces, at a
cost of $11,900.00 each.

Lehner told Fox News: "With this
weapon system, we take away cover from
[enemy targets] forever. Tactics are going to
have to be rewritten. The only thing we can
see [enemies] being able to do is run away."

Experts say the rifle means that enemy
troops will no longer be safe if they take cover.
The MXT135 appears to be the perfect weapon
for street-to-street fighting that troops in
Afghanistan have to engage in, with enemy
fighters hiding behind walls and only breaking
cover to fire occasionally.

The weapon's laser finder would work
out how far away the enemy was and then the
U.S. Soldier would add one meter using a
button near the trigger.

When fired, the explosive round would
carry exactly one meter past the wall and
explode with the force of a hand grenade above
the Taliban fighter.

The Army's project manager for new
weapons, Douglas Tamilio, said, “This is the
first leap-ahead technology for troops that
we've been able to develop and deploy."

A patent granted to the bullet's maker,
Alliant Tech systems, reveals that the chip can
determine how far it has traveled. Mr. Tamilio
said: "You could shoot a Javelin missile, and it
would cost about $69,000. These rounds will
end up costing $45.00 apiece."

   cont'd pg16
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They're relatively cheap. Lehner
added, "This is a game-changer. The
enemy has learned to get cover for
hundreds if not thousands of years. Well,
they can't do that anymore. We're taking
that cover from them and there's only two
outcomes: We're going to get you behind
that cover or force you to flee." The rifle
will initially use high-explosive rounds, but
its makers say that it might later use
versions with smaller explosive charges
that aim to stun rather than kill.

One of the revolutionary bullets
that can be pre-programmed to explode
to hit troops that are hiding.

Military Travel
NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE

California’s heartland, the Central Valley, is a
delightful place where farms, orchards, and ranches
stretch to the horizon. This broad valley, bounded
by coastal mountains on the west and foothills of
the Sierra Nevada on the east, ranks as one of the
most fertile and productive regions in the world.
Getting a taste of this sunny and bountiful valley is
as easy as exiting the freeway to the region’s
meandering side roads that uncover the Central
Valley’s charms. A weekend road trip offers a
chance to explore an agricultural mecca sprinkled
with low-key cities and friendly towns.

Roll down the window and breathe in. It’s
springtime along the Fresno County Blossom Trail,
and the air has the sweet scent of plum, peach,
apricot, almond, and orange orchards in bloom.
The 62 mile-loop connects a rambling grid of farm
roads that trace the edges and thread through
hundreds of acres of fruit and nut trees and in
summer farm stands overflowing with the orchard’s
bounty. Perhaps a wonderful place to center
activities is Naval Air Station Lemoore, located on
route 198 between highways I-5 and 99 southwest
of Fresno.

Cont'd pg 17

Harvest time in the peach
orchard…

Located east of I-5 on route
198…

Poignant burial at sea:
Loyce Edward Deen, an Aviation

Machinist Mate 2nd Class, USNR, was a
gunner on a TBM Avenger.

On November 5, 1944, Deen's
squadron participated in a raid on Manila
where his plane was hit multiple times by
anti-aircraft fire while attacking a Japanese
cruiser. Deen was killed. The Avenger's
pilot, Lt Robert Cosgrove, managed to
return to his carrier, the USS Essex.

Both Deen and the plane had been
shot up so badly that it was decided to leave
him in it.

It was the only time in U.S. Navy
history (and probably U.S. military history)
that an aviator was buried in his aircraft
after being killed in action.

http://loyceedeen.webstarts.
com/uploads/GoingHome.mp4



- 17 -

About 167 miles southeast of San Jose and a 3
hour drive, NAS Lemoore is the Navy’s primary
West Coast tactical aviation hub. Its location was
selected for its central location, good weather for
flying and relatively inexpensive land. The facility
is home to the Pacific Strike Fighter Wing as well
as six carrier air wings, along with a variety of
supporting units. The city/metro area includes
Lemoore, Hanford, and Visalia. The population is
about 6,500 active, 825 reserve, 2,000 civilians,
and 10,900 dependents.

Commissioned in 1961, NAS Lemoore, as seen
from an aircraft flying above, looks significant
and stands out from the farmlands of Central
California, due to its large construction. NAS
Lemoore is the newest and largest Master Jet Base
in the U.S. Navy. It has two offset parallel
runways 4,600 feet (1,400 m) apart. Aircraft
parking and maintenance hangars are aligned
between the 13,500-foot (4,100 m) runways.
Separated from the hangars by underpasses
beneath taxiways A & C, the remainder of the air
operations area is located directly southeast.

With the transfer of NAS Miramar to the
United States Marine Corps, NAS Lemoore now
hosts the Navy's entire west coast fighter/attack
capability. NAS Lemoore was built "from the
ground up" as a Master Jet Base, and has several
operational advantages, and relatively few
constraints, as a result. Strike Fighter Wing
Pacific with its supporting facilities is home
ported here. The primary aircraft based at NAS
Lemoore is the F/A-18 Hornet Strike Fighter. In
November, 1999, NAS Lemoore received its first
F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets, which replaced the F
-14 Tomcat in fleet service as an air-superiority
fighter and has assumed, in a different
configuration, the role of older F/A-18 Strike

F/A-18 Strike Fighter Hornets on the flight
line…

Fighters. Currently, there are a total of 175
Hornets and Super Hornets home-based at NAS
Lemoore operating from one Fleet Replacement
[training] Squadron and fifteen Fleet [operational]
Squadrons.

For all practical purposes, there is no Space-A
flight activity at Lemoore, with CONUS flights
very limited, so a visit likely involves a driving
trip. However, there is a commercial airport at
Fresno and there is convenient transportation to
the Bakersfield-Emeryville AMTRAK San
Joaquin train station. It can be very comfortable
staying at Lemoore with its Navy Lodge,
commissary, exchange, and a wide variety of
recreational opportunities. There's always
something going on around NAS Lemoore. The
local MWR office has information for all the local
attractions and entertainment, on and off base. And
a military-friendly area like NAS Lemoore not
only offers plenty to do, many times it offers
military discounts to do it.

NAS Lemoore's primary mission is to support
the U.S. Pacific Fleet and its mission to train, man,
and equip West Coast Fighter Squadrons so they
may be ready to do the nation’s business anywhere
in the world. NAS Lemoore averages
approximately 210,000 flight operations annually
making it one of the Navy’s busiest airfields
_________________________
SOURCE: Military Times

The F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets….

Is this really the Navy
Lodge?
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2017 State Tax Comparison Map for
Military Retirement Pay and SBP -



MILITARY SPOUSE POEM
Armed forces personnel often marry and form

families early and experience a challenging new
environment, daily life on a military or naval
installation, accompanied permanent change of
station (PCS) moves, sometimes lengthy separation
due to deployments, as well as cope with a wide
variety of associated stresses and strains.

"More than 50 years ago, we lived in Navy
quarters; our baby sitter was a teenager who we have
stayed in contact with over the years,” CAPT Paul
Barrish, USN (RET), wrote recently as he recalled
his own service experiences.  Author Mike Kincade
has a tribute to military wives, a poem “The Military
Wife,” to be published in a new edition of the book:
“Chicken Soup for the Soul: Military Families,”
available at Amazon and local bookstores beginning
May 9, 2017.

The Military Wife
By Mike Kincade

As we struggle to regain the closeness of American family life.
It might be a good time to take a closer look at the amazing
military wife.
While their spouses are often deployed around the world, to
fight the good fight,
The military wife must continue on alone all through the day
and into the night.

I have some experience on this subject and I can say I know
where it is at
Because like many of my friends I grew up with the experience
of being a military brat.
It is many times overlooked and sometimes neglected,
At the organization skills through the turmoil, the military wife
has perfected.

She becomes mom, dad, tutor, coach, disciplinarian, and cook,
And the skills she achieves could easily fill a War and Peace
sized book.
Car repairs, gardening, nurse, good friend, and family banker,

And I remember Mom being a bit overwhelmed with
responsibility, yet it never sank her.

She would take me to school, basketball practice, and she
could even shoot hoops,
I finally figured out one of the things that sustained her was
her military wives’ group.
They would bond close together, and whenever one was in
distress or let out a yelp,
The others would respond quickly in great numbers to
ensure she had help.

They yearned for their husbands and they should have our
full respect,
Because they function at a high level, although they are
never quite certain what to expect.
As a country we know the importance of reconnect to our
family-based lives,
We should acknowledge and learn more about the
achievements of the heroic military wives.

When we appropriately salute our brave troops for the
commitment to our freedom they make,
Also remember the sacrifices made daily by the wives’ who
give it all for their family’s sake.

Mike is the author of a new book to be
published later this year: “Positively America.” I
strongly believe in the promise of America and
know we are at a crucial point in our future. It is
in our nation’s best interest to focus on the
positive aspects of our greatness and move
forward to provide our children, and
generations beyond a free, vibrant, encouraging,
and positive America.
 _____________________
SOURCE: Mike Kincade
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How Much More Are Our Military
People Worth?
CDR William Andersen USNR Retired

After passing the House of
Representatives and the Senate President
Obama signed into law the National
Defense Authorization Act for 2017. This
act provides for a 2.1% pay raise for
Military personnel. This massive 619
billion dollar bill sets policy and spending
goals for the fiscal year that begins the first
of October.

"This bipartisan bill focuses on our
service personnel, America’s most
important national defense resource," Rep.
William "Mac" Thornberry, a Republican
from Texas and chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee, said in a
statement: "It provides them a full pay raise
for the first time in four years, it stops
layoffs of our military personnel, and
actually increases the end strength of our
Armed Forces, and it starts to stabilize the
readiness problems that are making it more
difficult for our troops to accomplish their
mission, and increasingly represents a
danger to their lives," he added. "It contains
landmark reforms to improve our military’s
strength and agility."

House negotiators successfully
convinced their Senate counterparts to agree
to a higher pay raise for service members in
2017. Lawmakers in the lower chamber
noted the alternative would have marked the
fourth straight year troops would have seen
a lower-than-expected raise. For an E-5 with
four years of service, the higher raise next
year would translate into an extra $48 a
month, for a total of $2,315 in basic pay; for
an O-3, it would mean another $117 a
month, for a total of $5,683 in monthly pay
according to a basic calculation using 2016

pay tables from the Pentagon's Defense
Finance and Accounting Services.
By next October President Trump and
congress will have another opportunity to
improve military pay.
References:
Congress.Gov
Military.com | 2 Dec 2016 | by Brendan McGarry
Military Times

THE NEW HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
After retiring from the army, a former

Artillery Sergeant took a job as a high school
teacher.

Just before the school year started, he
injured his back.  He was required to wear a
light plaster cast around the upper part of his
body.  Fortunately, the cast fitted snugly under
his shirt and wasn't noticeable when he wore
his suit jacket.

On the first day of class, he found
himself assigned to the toughest students in
the school.  The smart-ass punks, having
already heard the new teacher was a former
soldier, were leery of him and he knew they
would be testing his discipline in the
classroom.

Walking confidently into the rowdy
classroom, the new teacher opened the
window wide and sat down at his desk.  A
strong breeze through the window made his tie
flap. He picked up a stapler and stapled the tie
to his chest.

Dead Silence.

The rest of the year went smoothly.

Sign At the Electric Company:
"We would be delighted if you
send in your payment on time.
However, if you don't, YOU will
be de-lighted.”
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SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org, a shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org. You can
also get to it from the national MOAA site: Put
the cursor over Chapters and select Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The

phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,

201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on

page 2 of The Bulletin. B

FROM TRANSITION TO DELIVERY OF CARE
As you know, TRICARE will have two new
managed care contractors starting October 1:
Humana Military in the East Region and
Health Net Federal Services in the West
Region. To make sure the move to the new
managed care support contracts is smooth,
the Department of Defense is guiding the
process with greater visibility of the new
contractors’ transition schedule.

To guarantee TRICARE beneficiaries receive
quality health care during this transition, DoD
will continuously monitor seven critical
performance areas: provider networks,
enrollment, customer service, management,
referral management, claims processing, and
medical management. Through these quality
assurance measures, the DoD will know that
the managed care support contractors are
performing to the standard we expect and
you deserve.
What You Can Do Now
First, make sure you and all your family
members are enrolled in the Defense
Eligibility Enrollment System (DEERS), and
review the information in DEERS for
accuracy, especially your contact information
(address, phone and email address).  Your
primary care manager – either a new one or
the same one you currently have - will need
to be able to reach you. If you don’t already
have a milConnect account, register for one
at
https://www.dmdc.osd.
mil/identitymanagement.
If you have an account, log in to check that
your information in milConnect is correct.
While you used to get some materials mailed
to you, such as claim forms and your
Explanation of Benefits (EOB) statements,
under the new contract you will only be able
to access that information on line.
Maintaining an active milConnect account
will be more important than ever.

Sign In a Non-smoking Area:
“If we see smoke, we will assume you are
on fire and will take appropriate action.”



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Surv Spouse____
Annual Dues:  $30.00        (Surviving Spouse– Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________
Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.
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LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 14  APR.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 20 April Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: SVC MOAA
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

<Field
<Field

<Field Missing>

<Field Missing>


