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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
    7 Apr       Board Meeting         11:00 AM
  21 Apr       Luncheon        11:00 AM
    5 May       Board Meeting         11:00 AM
  19 May       Luncheon             11:00 AM

Luncheon Program
21 April 2016

History of Wine in
Santa Clara Valley

LtCol Michael Sampognaro
Social Hour:   11:00 AM
Luncheon:       11:45 AM

Luncheon is $26.00
See Back Page for Reservations Form and Directions

APRIL LUNCHEON SPEAKER
Certain chapter members during the

early 1950s had teenage jobs working in
area apricot orchards, raking up pruned
tree limbs, assisting with sorting ripe
fruit, cutting apricots for the drying
sheds, and even selling fruit to passersby.
The City of Sunnyvale has preserved 10
acres of apricot trees adjacent to the
Heritage Park and Museum compound
to celebrate the contribution of orchards
to the early development of the local
economy, yet many visitors display a
profound lack of local history.

The chapter’s April luncheon speaker
will be Immediate Past President Lt. Col.
Michael Sampognaro, USAF, who will
provide a historical sketch of Santa
Clara Valley, the “Valley of Heart’s
Delight.” Since he is owner-operator of
Morgan Hills Cellars, a small winery in
Morgan Hill in part with a new and
rapidly growing vineyard, he will focus
on South County and development of the
wine industry. The Santa Clara Valley is
a large wine-making region, and the first
commercial wine-producing region in
California, utilizing high-quality varietal
vines imported from France and the
Azores Islands.

Most of the Santa Clara Valley is in
Santa Clara County. The valley, named
after the Spanish Mission Santa Clara,
was for a time known for its high
concentration of orchards, flowering
trees, and plants. Until the 1960s it was
the largest fruit production region in the
world with 39 canneries. Laura Ness
writes, “Picture a sun-baked landscape
where hills tan like deerskin, and a
...cont'd pg 3
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PRESIDENT’S	PERSPECTIVE

Hi All,

It was very encouraging to see five full tables at the
luncheon. It reminds us all to make new contacts and
encourage them to attend. Please check the schedule of
meeting that Bob Landgraf publishes and do your best to
attend their meetings – supporting them. At our luncheons
again, be sure you socialize with the attendees that you
may not know. I keep hearing from our chapter members
and other club members that many of them come just for
the comradeship. Reminder - our greatest mission is to
fight for our service personnel. One of the ways is – the
more members we have enrolled, the greater impact
MOAA/CALMOAA have.
Gil

Gil

In Memoriam

COL Art Knopf USA (Ret)- ROA and MOAA Member
December 14, 1930 - March 18, 2016

Arthur Kinnear Erickson
June 6, 1919 - March 3, 2016

OFFICERS, BOARD, AND CHAIRS
PRESIDENT: CAPT Gil Borgardt                      USN
650-342-1270
1st VP: CDR Ralph Hunt                      USN
650-967-8467
2nd VP: CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC
408-323-8838
Secretary: COL Warren Enos AUS
408-245-2217
Treasurer: CAPT John Oliver USAF
408-677-4228
Past President: Lt Col Mike Sampognaro             USAF
408-779-7389

DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
CALMOAA
   CAPT Gil Borgardt           USN         650-342-1270
Chaplain
   Chaplain Fred Tittle          USMC       609-802-3492
Chapter Outreach
  CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC     408-323-8838
Commissary/Exchange Advisory
 CDR Ralph Hunt          USN       650-967-8467
Directors at Large
  Lt. Col. Jesse Craddock        USAF       650-968-0446
CAPT Lloyd McBeth         USN          408-241-3514
Friends-in-Need (FIN) Program
  CDR Al Mouns          USN       408-257-5629
Legislation & Navy League Liaison
  LCDR Tom Winant         USN       650-678-7120
Membership/Recruitment
   CWO5 Robert Landgraf     USMC      408-323-8838
Personal Affairs
  CAPT Robert French         USN       650-363-1188
Programs
  CDR Ralph Hunt          USN       650-967-8467
 ROTC
   CWO4 Patrick Clark          USA       831-402-8548
Surv (surviving) Spouse Liason
   LtCol Charlenne Lee          USA        510-427-7145
Scholarship
   CAPT Paul Barrish          USN       408-356-7531
Travel (Space-A Advisory)
   vacant
Veteran Affairs
  Lt Col Neil Miles          USAF       408-929-1142
Web Master
   Lt Col Mike Sampognaro    USAF       408-779-7389

Sergeant at Arms
 Capt Chris Kachulis            USAF         408-395-2853

The Chapter Board meets at the Moffett Air Traffic
Control Tower, Moffett Federal Airfield

Bulletin Editor
Lt. Col. Mike Sampognaro, USAF
mike@sampognaro.net

“The Bulletin” is published 11 or 12 times annually
P.O. BOX 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Please direct all correspondence to above address

RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE (RAO)
Bldg 587 on Wescoat Court, 650-603-8047
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SURIVING SPOUSE ALERT
If your spouse died while on active duty, or if the

death was caused by a service-connected illness, you
are receiving certain benefits. But you might be
about to experience a serious loss of income.

If this applies to you, it is important right now for
you to contact LTC Charlene Lee, USA (RET),
Surviving Spouse Liaison, telephone (510) 427-7145,
so chapter leaders can help protect your interests.

In general, you are likely receiving 55 percent of
your spouse’s highest military pay through the
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP).

In addition, you receive $1,254 per month through
the Veterans Administration Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation Plan (DIC); however, this
amount is deducted from your SBP pay dollar-for-
dollar, the so-called “widow’s tax.” There is a new
move now by congressional representatives to
eliminate this offset.

Finally, you receive a Special Survivor Indemnity
Allowance (SSIA) of $275 per month which is
supposed to increase to $310 by 2017; however, this
payment expires late next year and must be
reauthorized very soon or it will be lost.

In short, if the widow’s tax is not eliminated for
budget reasons, and if the SSIA payment expires, you
could have a total income loss of $3,720 in 2017.

Your chapter leaders are willing to lobby
legislators on your behalf to prevent this loss, but you
must let us know right now if this matter applies to
you. You will be kept fully informed of future
developments by means of articles published in this
newsletter or by direct contact as appropriate
___________________
SOURCE: MOAA Surviving Spouse Advisory
Committee

Check our website for updates on our
fellow Military Association's meetings.

http://www.svcmoaa.
org/Calendar.html

April Speaker cont'd...
breeze that keeps the scrubby old oaks reaching
for their roots. Add the warm smell of peppers
ripening in the sun, the hint of mushrooms
looming in the background, the beckoning
aromas of ripening apricots and the unmistakable
cologne of progress (gasoline, exhaust and
melting asphalt) and you could only be in the
Santa Clara Valley.”

At Sunnyvale Heritage Park, Museum and
Orchard the trees continue their aromatic show
of pink blossom every spring give residents a
sense of the glory that once was one of the
nation’s top agricultural areas. An open barn-
like structure presents interpretive displays of the
lives of the orchard workers cultivating and
canning fruit in the first half of the 20th Century.

Morgan Hill Cellars is a bonded wine
warehouse and contract facility for wine
production including: custom crush, custom
bottling and labeling, bulk and bottled wine
storage. The Morgan Hill Cellars three (3)
production lines in full operation can produce
approximately 200,000 cases per shift per year.
With this kind of production there is never a
shortage of wine for the tasting room. A tourist
remarked, “On our way up to San Jose, we saw
some signs for this winery and decided to be
adventurous and check it out. Turns out they do
free tastings for your choice of 8 wines. We were
helped by Lisa, who had a story for every wine
she poured! I haven't acquired a taste for wine
yet, especially reds, but hubby had a couple of
fruity wines poured out and those were
delightful.”

The valley with its scenic beauty, mild climate,
and thousands of acres of blooming fruit trees
was headed to a bright future. Prunes were the
major crop and were shipped internationally.
Many orchards were small with housing and fruit
growing in a dispersed pattern. Del Monte and
Sunsweet are two brands which originated in the
Santa Clara Valley. The area’s development from
the Great Depression, through war and industry,
the growth of greater San Jose, and the advent of
Silicon Valley adds up to a great story.
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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   MARCH SPEAKER REPORT
The classic 1982 science-fiction movie E.T. the

Extra-Terrestrial tells a story of a peaceful alien who
becomes marooned on Earth. The alien befriends a
young boy and the two of them learn about each
other’s lives. In the end it’s the young boy who saves
the alien from government officials and helps him
return to his spaceship so he can return home.
Calling E.T.; Calling E.T.  Are you out there?

The chapter’s March luncheon speaker was Dr.
Seth Shostak, Ph.D, an astronomer and director with
the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence Institute
(SETI) in Mt. View. He provided an illustrated
presentation about the origin, nature, and prevalence
of life in the universe. A native of Arlington, VA, he
began his commentary by stating that, “We don’t
know about any life outside Earth and nobody out
there knows we’re here.” Dr. Shostak was at times
serious as well as tongue-in-cheek with comments
often liberally marked with humor.

Extraterrestrial life is life that does not originate
from Earth. It is also called alien life, or, if it is a
sentient and/or relatively complex individual, an
"extraterrestrial" or "alien" (or, to avoid confusion
with the legal sense of "alien", a "space alien").
These as-yet-hypothetical life forms range from
simple bacteria-like organisms to beings with
civilizations far more advanced than humanity.
Although many scientists expect extraterrestrial life
to exist, there is no unambiguous evidence for its
existence so far.

Dr. Shostak said it’s reasonable to think life could
exist outside our solar system. The Milky Way is a
barred spiral galaxy that has a diameter usually
considered to be about 100,000–120,000 light-years
but may extend to 180,000 light years. The Milky
Way is estimated to contain 300 billion stars but
could be up to 1 trillion, along with at least 100
billion planets. The University of Puerto Rico at
Arecibo has provided a list of potentially habitable
exoplanets ranked by similarity with earth using the
Earth Similarity Index; it is believed that 1 in 5
planets could be habitable.

Life on Mars has been long speculated. Liquid
water is widely thought to have existed on Mars in
the past, and now can occasionally be found as low-
volume liquid brines in shallow Martian soil. There is

evidence that Mars had a warmer and wetter past:
dried-up river beds, polar ice caps, volcanos, and
minerals that form in the presence of water have all
been found. Nevertheless, present conditions on Mars
subsurface may support life. There is strong evidence
obtained by the Curiosity rover that an ancient
freshwater lake could have been a hospitable
environment for microbial life. In addition, the lakes
of Titan, Saturn's largest moon, are bodies of liquid
ethane, methane, and propane that have been
detected by the Cassini–Huygens space probe, and
had been suspected long before.

Frank Drake is an American astronomer and
astrophysicist. He is most notable as one of the
pioneers in the search for extraterrestrial intelligence,
including the founding of SETI, mounting the first
observational attempts at detecting extraterrestrial
communications in 1960 in Project Ozma. He
developed the Drake equation, a probabilistic
argument used to arrive at an estimate of the number
of active, communicative extraterrestrial civilizations
in the Milky Way galaxy. And was the creator of the
Arecibo Message, a digital encoding of an
astronomical and biological description of the Earth
and its lifeforms for transmission into outer space.

Dr. Shostak said that red dwarfs are the most
common type of star in the universe, and nearly
every one of these stars may have a planet located in
its habitable zone where life has the best chance of
existing, and may increase the chances that alien life
could exist elsewhere in the cosmos. “By 2040 or so
astronomers will have scanned enough star systems
to give themselves a great shot of discovering alien-
produced electromagnetic signals. I think we'll find
E.T. within two dozen years using these sorts of
experiments.” He further said, “Success depends on
how many needles there are in the haystack; do not
confuse lack of success with lack of progress.”
________________________
SOURCE: Luncheon Speaker
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THE CHAPTER’S CHAPLAIN
Chaplain Fred Tittle, a military chaplain currently

serving full time at the Palo Alto-Menlo Park
Veterans Medical Center, has been providing Silicon
Valley Chapter members with spiritual and emotional
support, including religious services. He is the
chapter’s pastor.

“Things are quite busy at the VA in Chaplain
Service, as we are down four (4) chaplain positions
and trying to maintain daily coverage is a challenge,”
he wrote in an email message recently. “The work is
very gratifying but can be exhausting. Staffing has
increased and allows me to continue do some work at
Moffett Field and within the community.” Because
of these heavy responsibilities Chaplain Tittle has not
been able to attend chapter events.

The core idea of pastoral care is that the chaplain
really cares. Chaplain Tittle generally is readily
available when members and their families
experience a crisis. He is quick to visit those in need,
provide biblical counseling, visit the sick and injured
and generally provide appropriate support through
telephone calls, lunch meetings, and social
engagements. Chaplain Tittle is usually quick, when
required, to care for members in difficulty, be present
during a time of pain, and pray for those in crisis.
His ministry involves a personal touch.

When relatives called upon him recently at the
time of a death in the family, Chaplain Tittle
responded immediately with information, referrals
for professional and support services, an offer to
conduct a memorial service at the Moffett Federal
Airfield chapel or other location, and simply provide
needed direction and comfort. The family had little
knowledge of end-of-life requirements yet the
chaplain helped survivors gain stability at a time of
real need.

Chaplain Tittle grew up in the South, served 30
years with the U.S. Marine Corps as a distinguished
troop leader during conflicts from Vietnam to the
Gulf War, graduated from the Divinity School at
Princeton University, and has been serving Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans suffering from Traumatic Brain
Injury. He has been associated with the Moffett
Field chapel where he has conducted religious
services.
__________________
SOURCE: Biography

NEW MEMBER

We’re delighted to welcome CAPT Keith M. Ott,
USN (RET) as a new member of the chapter
effective February 18, 2016.

There is nothing in the civilian workforce that
can approximate the bonding that occurs in the
wardroom, ready room, or foxhole. Silicon Valley
Chapter makes possible an association with “my
kind of people.” CAPT Ott in part joined the chapter
for the opportunity to experience military
camaraderie, to spend time with others having the
values, ethics, commitment, sacrifice, reliability,
citizenship, and courage of those who served. “I
want to be with folks who share the same
background and interests,” he wrote.

Having enlisted in the U.S. Navy Reserve
(USNR) mid-way through his junior year in high
school, leading to participation in the regular
NROTC program at the University of Kansas, CAPT
Ott was commissioned in June 1960. Over the years
he served on five destroyers, USS ORLECK DD886,
USS GRIDLEY DLG21, USS COONTZ DLG9,
USS STICKELL DD888, and USS REASONER
FF1063.

He had an opportunity to complete a Masters of
Finance from the Naval Postgraduate School in 1971
which, as he notes “prepared him for four financial
management jobs, budget officer in the CNO budget
shop; special assistant for financial management to
Director of Navy Program Planning (OP-090);
Bureau of Personnel (BuPers) comptroller; and
comptroller at Mare Island Naval Shipyard. He
attended the Industrial College of the Armed Forces
(ICAF) in 1978.

CAPT Ott’s civilian career included an
assignment as Director of General Services for the
County of Yolo, CA, managing four divisions
including Facilities, Parks, Veteran Services, and
Information Technology and Telecommunications.
__________________
SOURCE: Biography
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 SURVIVING SPOUSE LIAISON
LTC Charlene Lee, USN, USAR (Ret), a highly

experienced clinical and administrative nurse and
entrepreneur/consultant, has been appointed the
chapter’s Surviving Spouse Liaison effective March 3,
2016. She will be the primary point of contact on
legislative and benefits-information issues concerning
surviving spouses.

According to Bylaws Article 3(6), Surviving
Spouses are spouses of regular members and widows
and widowers of any deceased individuals who would,
if living, be eligible for regular membership. Surviving
Spouses are not members and may not vote, hold
elected office, or be required to pay dues. They are
considered honored individuals and are encouraged to
participate in all chapter activities.

The national MOAA Surviving Spouse Advisory
Committee asked each affiliated chapter to create a
liaison position in an effort to improve interpersonal
communications and provide a full range of services as
required. In 2015 the chapter changed its terminology
from “auxiliary” to “surviving spouse,” essentially
adopting the MOAA change.

LTC Lee will work directly with the national
committee and forward important information to
chapter surviving spouses, generally by means of The
Bulletin; in turn, she will make national advisory
committee members aware of the interests, needs, and
support requirements of local surviving spouses. The
intent is to make available national and local resources
including information, publications and fact sheets,
articles-stories-testimonials, as well as referrals to local
professionals and specialists.

Born in McKeesport, PA, LTC Lee received a BSN
from Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA and MA,
Webster University, St. Louis. She served 4 years on
active duty as a Navy nurse stationed primarily at
Portsmouth Naval Hospital in Virginia. After
discharge she served for some years with the Army
Reserve, retiring in May 2011 with 24 years of service.
She worked for Veterans Affairs Medical Centers for
more than 20 years, retiring in 1998. In recent years
and to the present time she started her own consulting
company, served as an American Red Cross nurse, and
has been doing volunteer nursing. She lives in The
Villages in San Jose where she is often very busy
caring for two grandchildren.
________________________
SOURCE: Bylaws/Biography

SVC WEBSITES
Our Chapter website is www.siliconvalleymoaa.
org,  a  shorter link is www.svcmoaa.org.     You
can also get to it from the national MOAA site:
Put the cursor over Chapters and select  Chapter
Locator, CA, then Silicon Valley Chapter. From
there you may link over to our primary website
above. Our home page has links for The Bulletin and
eBulletin. B

TRICARE FOR LIFE
SERVICE

For assistance, contact the
Wisconsin Physicians Service

www.tricare4u.com
866-773-0404

REPORTING DEATHS
Members can report the death of a retiree locally
through the Retire Activity Office (RAO). The

phone number is
650-603-8047

You can also notify a MOAA member’s death to:
MOAA, Attn: MSC,

201 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314
-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org. Notify SVC-MOAA
by phoning the Membership Chair–see listing on

front page of The Bulletin. B

Thought For The Month

 "Either chase your dreams or chase someone
else's - the choice is yours!"

Written in 2014 by Johnnie Ivery --- Illinois



Membership Application and Renewal Form

Silicon Valley Chapter Military Officers Association of America
Mail to: SVC-MOAA P.O. Box 2 Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:   $30.00    $______(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________ Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________ Donation to USO $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to
above address.
Please complete all applicable blanks
Status: Active___Reserve____ Guard___Retired____Former Officer___ Widow(er)______
Are you a National MOAA Member?______  When did you join SVC or PROC?__________

Name:_____________________________/__________________/___/__________/_________
    Last First MI  Rank        Service

Address:_________________________________________/___________
Number Street (P.O. Box, etc.) Apt/Suite

City____________________State_______Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
         5 Digit       4 Digit

Phone(____)____________ E-mail___________________________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self-supporting. Dues are not prorated. Donations can be
made to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the various funds listed above.
If you are a new chapter member, please advise us how you learned about this chapter.



LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL -- 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS: Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on Hwy
101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.
---------------------Cut Here--------------------------------------------------------------------Cut Here-----------------

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 Apr.

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446

LUNCHEON PRICE - $26.00
Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the 21 Apr Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________ including a donation of $_______ for (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS,
USO, or undesignated donation

Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIR-SVC

Mailto: LTCJayCraddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF: ____________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.
NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT:

Silicon Valley Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Field, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Apr 2016


